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H('adr.,uarters: 38 UNIVERSITY STHE,__T 

8E LFAST BT7 1 FZ 

7elephone: 23/t28 

-------- ·---------- ----------------------------

Rc£: .C.H/J'D/Yl/OlSG 3rd ITove:Jbcr, 1977. 

Er-IBARGO: ---

STATEi,; fmT BY SDLP cr=AI Ri'1A1'! DENIS HAUG:-IEY AT OPENING OF 
_,_ ---- -----· ... _ ----..-------------- ... --- ..... ------- .... _ ..... , ··-_ _, __ ... _ 
PA::<TYfC SEVE:·TTH AHITUAL COIYf.:..:.:mNCE, FRIDAY, ITOVEH3ER ,.,_,, - - --- :.o•··~---- ------- .. ------- ... --··.-·----- --·~--..---·---- ... -.-~-- ,... __ ,,... 
IN J'I-IE SL12VE DOPARD HOTEL, iTEIJCASTLE. -·-- .#·---------------· ------~-,.. ....... --··----

"In ·'"his yer:..: gone past politics have cone to :\ standstill. 

Dir~~t R~lc has ~cruovcd £roR ~he hands of loca2 politicians, 

the f .Y'!Cr tl) SOl VG the f:'.O st inpor-taut problerJ f 2.<..in9 th0 

peopla of N~cthern Ireland- the divisions in our society~ 

Powe•: has b~cn transferred into t.he:. hands of· people who he:,-,;.::; 

neitl:~r the will nor the. !o~owlcdg~ tc solve it4 

to mo~t people that Direct Rule is in~6cquate to our nGeds, 

that i c docs :1ot of£ er any hope o:t an acceptable set t lcra-2nt, 

and th~~ it ~oes not offer any hop~ of a cess~tion of 

vj_olence . In this ~uch , at ledst, there is general agrcn-

ment on both sidos of the political divide . We need D 
Cent:r?tl 

stron.;J _L_:.... goverrment herr-> in northern Ireland to deal 

the ~roblcm o£ our society . 

11 It wculd 2-~~')car. that this twssage has fi:rally qot through 

. ... -
WJ. •. n 

to the Sccretnry o£ State and that the Jciss of lif'?. is tc b(~ 

giver. ~.n the political pl·occss in northP.r!\ Ireland, :r..f tLat 

is so 1 \hen wo ~ust nake it cl0ar that we are not interest~~ 
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"In ''-his ye;:..:!" gone past politics havc cone t(~ ~ standstill. 

Dir~ct Rule has reruoved froB ~hc hands of local politicians, 

thc rJ''ler b) solvc the Poos"/; inportallt probleB f2.<...ing th0 

peop]:2 0:[ JT.:>r.thern Ireland - the divisions in our soc:~.ety ,. 

POVlC',- has bGcn transferred into th<:. rlanGS of peo,lJle who hc,-,i.::: 

neitl:_r the will nor the. l<no\l/ledg\? t c' solve it. It ::"s clea>:: 

to wo~t people that Direct Rule is in~6equate to our nced~ , 

that i c docs :lot oif er any hOP0 0:1: -3.n acceptable se 1: t l~r:Jcnt, 

and tha~ it ~oes not offer any hop~ of a cessation of 

violence. In this ~uch, at ledst, there is general agre~-

hlent on b0th sides of the political divide. Wc need a 
C en t 1: a1 

st ron;;) . _L_:.. govel: rli1e nt hcre> in no rth crn I reland to deal Vii :i) 

the ~roblem of ouz society. 

lilt would 2.~~')ea:r that this nessage has fira11y got through 

to the Secreti),ry of State and that the kiss of lif'2 is to be 

giver. I.() the political f,)):ocess in nortb0.r!\ Ireland. :rf that 
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ei:ilere arP. tu be -calks i:hC?n no party could be nore anxious 

than tl--•~ SDLP that such tall 8 shrJuld proceed to successful 

But this will only be the case if other 

parties ~pproach talks on ~ realistic basis. 

,.Firstly, there r.1ust be a realistic acceptance that the past 

is de~d. WR are all to blane for mistakes and misunder-

standin~s of the past; the future can only be built on a 

spirit of forgiveness and a willingness to forget. 

11 Seconoly, the-re r.mst be c:. realistic ef:fort on :,oth sides 

to grasp the :fears .::1nd misgivings of "the other side" in a 

spir1t o£ generosity and tolerance. 

"For ocr pari: we undcrste~.ncl the genuine feaxs and 

misgivinr.:;~ of the "Ulster~Scots" community. We regard then 

as ou~ fellow-Irishnen, entitled to the same respect, the 

same rights ~nd the same ·regard as any other section o:f thr: 

Irish people. However, we recognise and respect the fact 

that m ~·st of them see thenscJ ve s i;:t a different light; tha-t 

is their righ~ and it is one we have Dever soug~t to deny 

them. We realise their great fear of becoming an isol~ted 

uino~ity.on this island with the con~cqtent loss of their 

cul tu\·e, religious and civil rights and their sepcrate 

iden~. J.. ty. 111c realise their great :fear, above all, that they 

may lose the right to seck their own destinies as a peoplec 

There for~ we accept that as an essential part of any 

settleT,knt the=e would have to be guarantees of the rights) 

tradi~ions and culture of the Unionist people of Northarn 

------------ ---- --

2 

ei:ile re ar~ tu be talks th(>n no p:\rty could be r.lOre anxious 

th an tt'l: SDLP that such talkf' shrJuld proc eed to successful 

negoti c-.. t ion s. But this will only be the case if other 

parties ~pproach talks on a re a listic basis. 

IIFirstly, there T,lUSt be a r ealistic acceptance that the past 

is der..d. w~ are a ll to blaDe for mistakes and misunder-

standin~s of the past; the future can only be built on a 

spirit of forgiveness and a willingness to forget. 

IlSeconoly, there T,lUst be Cl. re a listic "'ffort on '!:)oth sides 

to gra£p the fears a nd misgiv;i.ngs of "the other side" in a 

spirit of generosity a nd tolerance. 

"For our part wc unde rst i\nc the genuine fears and 

mi sgi \1inG~ of the "Dl s ter··scot s" community. We regard th2r.l 

as ou~ !ellow-Irishnen, entitled to the same respect, the 

same ri.ghts ~nd the same "regard ns any other sectiol1 of thr~ 

Irish people. However, we recognise and respect the fact 

that m~st of ~lem see thcr.lselves i~ ~ different li ght; thn:t 

is their righ~ and it is one we have never sought to deny 

them. We realise their great fear of becoming an isolated 

mino~ily.on this island with the consequent loss of their 

cuI tu·,oe, religious and civil rights and their seperate 

i denJ. ~ ty . Hc realise their gr eat fear, above all, that the1' 

may lose the right to seek their own destinies as a people" 

There for~ we accept that as an ess~ntia1 part of any 

settleT,knt thc=e would have to be guarantees of the rights) 

tradi~ions and culture of the Unionist people of North~rn 
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nv-Je C'.rc prcp .:-.rcd to consider t \ fr"\1 ·1 ewu rk of QU;lrc\ntccs, 

which the Unionist :t--corlc 1 •. <:\y feel necessary so that their 

way of life will not be subv e rte~. We know that such a scur-

ances wouJd be endorsed in London :-.nd Dublin. However, no 

rights dre exclusive. Unionists cannot hC\ve the sole rig~t 

to shape the future of this co~nunity. We, for our part, 

will be sPeking assurances "\nd guarantees that all citizens 

and alJ. sections of our coffimunity will have the right to 

• 
partic~patc in governnent without prejudice to their beliefs 

"Unlc~..3s there :Ls <". r.c<:~.listic acceptc:\nce of these various 

provisos further talks arc pointless. We arc an anxious 

<'.S .:-nyonc tD reach a scttlci,1cnt <"lncl t '!e have worked h<:~.rdcr 

than l ·lO st to de vi sc ""Cceptc.blc f orr.:ul ·\c. However, Ncrthcrn 

Ireland docs not need another found of failed negoti~tions. 

If thiB Party is to participate in a fresh govcrn~cnt 

initL.tive, i:hen the :final sh-tp<::! of the settle~cnt which 

the Govcrm:J.er:t envisages r.mst be explicit, at least in bread 

outlines, fr0c the v6ry beginning . Everyone p~rticipating 

in such an initiative nust be awAre fro~ the b~ginning c£ 

the d)rcction we are all expected tJ go . That is the only 

possi~lc way to avoid a breakdown o~ talks and the further 

disillusionn2nt of the people of the North with the whole 

process of politics. All our efforts nust be directed 

towa1ds a pernanent settlcQent, so that we nay <\VOid a 

recurrGncc in five or ten years ti~c of the present agonies 

this cor.muni ty is going through . " 

{ENNS ) 
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