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5th October, 1977. 

Dear 6 Cofaigh, 

Th gr d Co niqu issu d following th talks in London on 
28th September betw en the Taois ach and the Minist r for 
oreign Affair and the ritish Prfm ini t r, Secretary of 

State for orthern Ireland and inister for State at th 
Foreign a d Common alth Office cent ined the following paragraph: 

Taoise ch and the Prime nister 
tu 1 advantage to improv pr ctical 

n th R public and th United Kingdom 
on atters. Officials of th two Governments, 
would, th refore, et in th near futur to r view 
th rr ng ents and opportunities for economic co-operation 
with rticular reference to orthern Ir land. They 
would revi w current nd propo cro a-border studie 
and identify subjects nd r a for furth r xamination, 
with EC ssistance Wh r ppropri t ". 

It as greed at the meeting of the Go rnment held y sterday 
that, in ord r to giv ffect to this agreem nt, two 
Interdep rtment 1 Committe s should be establi hed immediately 
at Assistant Secretary level as far as possible. 

The first Committee is to consid r the approach of the Irish 
side in the discussions and, in particular, to identify 
individual projects and opportunities. Where applicable, this 
consideration should include any EEC dimension of ssible areas 
of co-operation, whether in the for.m of financi,~ or o erw se.~ 
The C0111nittee will be chaired by this partment d is to 
canprise, in ddition, officials of the Departm r t of Finance, 
Foreign Affairs, Industry, commerce and Energy, griculture, 
FiSheries and the Environment and of the Office of the nister 
for Economic Planning and Dev lopment. The first meeting of 
the Committee will be arranged soon. I would request you in 
the antime to nominate your Department' repre ntative as 
a tter of urgency and to have consideration given to the 
purposes of the Committee, 0 far as your Department's are of 
responsibility is concerned. 

The second C ittee will comprise the officials Who will conduct 
the discussions with British offici ls. Sine the C ittee 
will be concerned larg ly with discussions with offici ls of 
an external Government, it will be chaired by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs: the other Departments represented will be this 
Department, the Department of Finance and the Office of the 
Minister for Economic Planning and Dev lopment. It is envisaged 
that the first m eting with BritiSh officials will take place A. 
in Dublii, with London or Belfast as possible a1ternatives~in ~\ 
the ne r future. The Government agreed that arrang nts/ 
should be made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to convey 
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to the Briti t 10ritiea later this -week that h ve 
aettled the composition of our team for th di cu sione. 

I as ume th t your r r ent tive on the fir t Committee 
ould 1 o repre ent you on th second one. 

Yours sine rely, 

, 
Mr. T. o Cofaigh, 
Secre·'=ary, 
Department of Fin nc • 
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