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Secrci.;ary 
DeJ?n·-;. ·,c'nt of Fo1:c:i.t.:-~ Affairs 

/ 
l''or tho ::d; :,e:~1i.= r -r. 0 .~ \' .::;:.r~:id 0 'roin --------------- -~- , ..;.. ___ ·--

I \T.i "'h to rcpo:J? t tr· t I. h-~d lunch or- Just IIond::..y rit.~1 Chris Pa ttcn, 

the Director of tho c._~: ::::;)rvative P.c;;c.:>.rch Office, and teo}-:: the 

oppo::tuni ty to brio<· h:i :1 c. t so;Jc 1c1 cth on various o.:::::_~ccts of 

?attC!'l, 

as you \;ill be ·r:ure f:cm previous co:tTC<>pO!l~lcr:.cc , is e:drc::.cly 

influcnt::.al in 'l'ory polj.cy c::.rclc3 nncl it l:as ·he , ::or inst:::.r1cc1 1:ho 

dr.:.ftcd &J•1od si~1c;le··h<.;.1~ckdly t)IO:i.r policJ docllJ:tcnt, '.:'h ~ ;i·:! !t. J··: ·11::j·• r;: ., 

uhich lT3.s i::;sucd. juct befo1.e the Party conference l<:cst O~to~JCl:. !!o 

has a Gl.'C(). t. c::.ffir.i ty for Irchnd D.nd spent 1:.~ny holidayc thorr) in !:in 

etudcnl:; cbys in tho 1960:::: (he ::.s in his r.1id. -thirtic.J ). I uriOer;::t.;.P'd 

alsc. tho. t his ::;m.nd.paron ts on both side::; >TI;)re bo~n i!! I~~lau3 nr:0. 115.::: 
cdc-. .... .., J..1ler ' . 1 . . 1' . f J b . ., , , 1.,....., 
u u .r· ·J..u'"' - f l:.!lO :...G a t oc·cc.:r J..rt E[!. ln~, \·:~~ ::1.11 -'!.c ~ · orn ~~..n _,\,;.L l ..... e-;.. 

Pa ttc l re:.de it quite clear to me that if ue ever fcl t :b:e could be of 

assistance to us at tho Rc::::oa 1.r:h Office He should. r..ot hesitate to 

eet in to-..tch vrith t .in e.nd. he i-TO'\.lld only be too delici.:tcd. to do ;it.::+. rc ... 
could to help . 

Patten sr.id - a vie;i ·.r1:ic!1 i~ ;·ener.:tlly held here at the DO:!lE:ilt - -th·-~ 
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SC(:l' .. , i.:ary 
De.f>:!.l:" d~ i~nt of Forei.l '-~ Affairs 

" / For ihe ntt~~tj tn 0; r~1r~id 0 ~roin ---.. --------.- -~- - --- ---

I Hi "'h to rcpOJ?1: tr' t t l h,'!d lunch on ] a~t IIond.::;.y \fi ill Chr:i s pi). ttcn 1 

the Dircctor of the C~): . ::: <::rva ti vc P.cflc.:'.!.'ch O{':ice, und ... ('o]~ the 

oppo:.'tmd ty to bric(' h:i!.1 ut SO,lG 101 Gth on various o.~pc~ ts of 

?at"!;cr~, 

as you ,~ill be !l·:nre :rc8 prcviouG co1'j~c<ipo!lrlc!:cc, is cxtrc:::.cly 

influ0nt:i.ol in 'l'ory policy c:'1'c1e3 and it l:as "he , for inst.:mcc 1 di.(1 

drafted c:Jl,IO::;t sir1[;le·'ht:.Lckdly t!lCi1' polic,; doct,,':!cnt, '.:':'1 ~ ?,.! ' ;:d, 1";'117:;)""';', , 

'l11ic11 "3S iscued ,i~t befo:t:e the Party confcre!1ce lest O'~to~)C!: . ~! (\ 

has <:~ G~'ca t <::.ffir.i ty for Irehnd and Grant J~,::'.ny holioD.:/o thCl:r) ir.. !'-.is 

~tu\)ent d'iys i;l the 19603 (he ~. s in his rrio. -thirtic.J). I u:ioer.:;t i.~ :" d. 

also tlw.t his Grandparonts on both ~id(;::; \Tere bO:=J1 ill I~01D.I:cl D.r!d : _~ . .:: 

• .<' Ll ,. - f t ' " '-, '1' S1.Cp·~J.tl~ _ lCr, '."!lO ::'0 Cl doctor in Eulin~, \::.1.8:1.n '1.C· 001':1 .~n _, ~!J.. :U:D.. 

Pa Hcn m:>.de it quite clear to me t:ha t if 11e ever felt ifc could. '08 of 

assistance to us 0. t t} (\ Rcacal:r;h Office ,,,e should not hesitate to 

Cet in to~ch yli tl1 r .... in ~nd. he i'iotlld only be too dclici.:ted tc· do -./!-.Qt; re .,. 
c ould to help . 

Pa Hcn sE.id - ~ viei\, ,\,1:i(':1 i~ ;:ene~lly held. here at the oO:!lsnt - :h·.!".; 

he did not (::::~cct Cl Gcncl',:: l :::acctio!1 u .. :il e;:>-:::':J ' 73 . 

to t~k~ t"!le \T l(:":i :::-_.: [:.:41 t=--~ CJ'- ~--.""~(:.. :;0 do ;'i'::S cca-:; t :01: :h'.:! ~_~x t 1;' ::Gt~-=::_s 

e.;O i l! :jr r:~~J. ,: 3til 1 "C7 :!.1;.tc~: :. ::"c~l::;· :':' ':: -: ..l !'!':.': ! to !'o",,· :: .:,:," J,..11 cl~'(* :; ~ ~ ... _ ;~ ... # 
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about the position o.r Ted Heath in the ·i.Ja rty :1nd 31e replied th:1 t, 

uhiJ.e he h'1d n. crea"!.; u.ffcetio!l :!"or i>oth .::r:.s TI:a·,c:toi: D·.d i·:·c :::(·ath 

(I sm::poct it i8 t;rCJ. ter f0r t'H~ pre -rio us lc.~.~ cl.c~ r.f the Po rty), 

he did not sec lirs '11hate:[1er inviU.r..g :t:e:-..th buck 0"' ·,r; the front-ber~c"h, 

either before OJ: after tne next General Blcctio:1. Jf the ~ories 

JTCre returned to po1~c:~., : e expected Peter Ca:r:ri:nt·,·c:~ to be the noxt 

l<'oreicn SecreJ._ary . ( ~.L ~- t f . ' 1 J.. , 
v ~ns no - o cour.·e p0:1[::LO-~ v1 Jl2.V3 }'ol·t:i:.)-~ 

SccrcJ.;ary 1~!10 uas sittins in the Lord::.) Eo .hin'/'lf lioc~d received L1e 

p:1rty no:1in.:. tion for t~1e 3-:tth condi tuency for tl1c no.· t election. 

had a Tol.'Y na~iority of over 2,000 at thelc.st elc~Jcio:-:. a.nd f:hol'.ld ci·.rc-

Pa.tton an easy victory at the next contcs-~. If elected, he 1'Till 

resit;11 his poni tion as Director of the Research Office as he doe~;n' t 

think it •·rould be possible to coL bine hi~ duties in the House Hith tnocc~ 

in the Research Office . 

. 
llc spoke at some length about tho Devolution Bill and said he "Ghcuc.'-1t 

the Governr.cn t \~oulcl no·.-; l:-:tve lens diffit;ul ty tl1n:1 he oric;in.3.lly 

anticipated in cettine; the Bill on to the Statuto Book. He e.J.so 

forc::::au the referenda :in Scotland and \·lalcs :-·oin.c- in fc.Lvo,tr of devo::..u~:.o~: 
<.:> ._, J::.'.1.d. 

thot1.[;11 the poll in \·:ales \lould be very lou,, He hinnclf/ ;.ll'[;"J.::d very 

stron~;ly for a !!lore po::;i t.ivc and sy:::;rn thetic rvsponsc ..:'ro.1 the Shaclo~; 

GnbiJ1et to the Govcr:1.--:1ent ' s proror;0.ls but >:as ovcr-rulC:d . i!c: 'dJ.s al ~.o 

in favour of tl1c ShadolT C~b:inet supportine n. PR zystcrJ of voting for t~tc 

.Asscmb l;>r elections and to &Oill.C extent - in so far as tr.c Te:; .. :ics had 

allo·.;~~ ~ free vote on thi8 - has ha<i sone endcz:sonent for his vieH3 . 

Overall, uhile he accopi.s Lhat e. Devolution Dill of Lh~_.: kind \TD.S 

nccessnry, he believes t -~t the schc>::1<2 roy prove to OF\ u_r,~roJ:'..::~bJ.e <:'..YJd t}~:.t 

in the lone r-..m the onl:r lrJ.;:ical and vTt•rkable solution Hill be fede:::~:2 .. :.:::::1 

( uhich r.c uould favour) o:- independence. 

As rec;ard3 Cc'1~.e::-vati-:e po:U cj- on !rorthcn Ireh?ld , Pe.t-';en told :-1e 

th-".t this is h:1r<ily eve:- di::.cu:3se<i in the S:-:""'dou Cabinet ar:d :~me.::; to c~ 

har.clled al!::o::::t e::cl:•:::i·;~l.l "".::"J :.c,.ve , 3ic::;::;-.::'....~-vison c..nd :olm EotL"Jt':-n . 
< . .:.-___ _ 

I for:; cd t:nc icp:re · sior.. thn t P:1 t-'.:r.n docs not :r;.articul:J-:>:1:· like 3i_:z;:--T':. ·:: ~:~·. 
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about 'the poaition or Tc(l Hoa th in the ..... orty D.nd ,le replied that, 

\Ihile he had n. Crea"!, affecticn tor iloth ,::t'.~ 'T},o. >: le' , .. : ::.!.·ld i':'I~ ::e~ th 

(I SUGl)cct it L [7e~ter fC'r t110 prelious lc."cll":!: r.f lnc PDrty), 

he did not GCC l:rs 'L'}w,tcilcr invi hr![; IIe:-.th b:lck C'''' ·,r; the front-benc~f 

ei ther before or after tIle next ~cncral !::lcctic_l. J r the ?o:des 

JTcre returnod to pOl;C~~ , ::e expectcd Pcter C:n:rinG"c~l to be the noxt 

}'oreicn Secre'"nry . (:lJ~ -:-w not of cotiX.·e po:-'cibll; b Jt.:-:'vc a :::;hado~': :t'01'-::i.~. 

SocreJ..;.:lry .;ho \Tn.s :;ittinC in the Lord:::.) J:c .hir.1'jl:)lf Ln.d received the 

p:1rty n07Jinc. tion for t_le 3.::tth eonutitucncy for the no:: t election. ':i::i:1 

had a Tory [la ~i ori t:'i of over 2,000 G t th e le,s t 

Patten o.n easy victory at the next contes'c. If clected, he will 

,...;"~r-u-'-

resiOl his pOGi tion as Director of the Research Office as hc doc~m' t 

think it Hould be posGible to combine his duties in the House lli th tnoG(! 

in the Re:;cr:.rch Office. 

. 
Ee spoke at sone lenGth aoout the Devolution Bill and said he !~heuv.'lt 

the Governncnt \:ould nO';T }:.::tve le::;...; difiieulty thn:l he oriGinally 

anticipated in Getting the Bill 011 to the Sto.tute Book. Fe e.lso 

fore::;au the referenda :in Scotland and \'lales ,""o:i.n-'" in f[J.V0't:':' of dC'voluL:' o. 
'-' '..> h'1<1 

tho\l,Gh the poll in 1-;3ole3 \iould be ver~r lOll c He hin3elf/ ;J.l'C',nd very 

stron$ly for a l'lore po:.::i tivc and sy.:l:P:J. thetie r0:1pOnSe fro., tr~e ~hado1i 

Un.binet to the Govcr:l.'":lentl~. proro:-;"~l3 but \:;1.S over-ruled . lIe '.K1S £:1[; 0 

in favou:r of the Shadol1 C.::tb:inet supportine a PR zyste;~ of votinG for t:lC 

.Assc;:bly elections and to SO!:le extent _ in GO far us tte Te::.:ic:c-; had 

allo~T(,~ 0. free vote on tld.8 - ho.::; haci sone endc:t'3cnent for his viei13 . 

Overall, llhile he accopi:s t1}Qt Cl Devolution Dill of Lt.'; .. : kind lr.:l.S 

necessary, he believes t ':I t the schC':J'~ my prove to bp. u' :r01':,:o.b1e ':-:':ld tb:.t 

i...11 the lonG run the onl:r 1 (j~ical and vTorkable Golution rr.i 11 be fede!:~!2.i:::J. 

(l1hich r.e "Quld favour) 0':' independence . 

As ~'e;:;ards CC'1f>e:::-vu -ti -re ~ olj Cj' on :'o::-thern Irel::'1d , Po. t"~en told :le 

thp.t t is is h:ucily eve:::: disc1..l:sed in the S::"doi'T C20inet o.:r_d :C~lQ::; '~O G0 

ha!'.dled n.lr::o::;t e::cl .... :::.·;rsl.: by : ~C ~. -f,) , ::"iCG:J-::tvison c.nci :olm I!0u.'3t0n . 
<._-----

I for-I cd the :i.np!:e'sior. th;:,"; P2t-tr.m does not I1.rticul:J.:r:l:' like 3ic::::--:':;.·::~ r: , 
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and he seems e.lso to h:we ver~: li'.;tJ.e Lltcllech.:c-.1 !'C[f-~rd for lTcJ.ve. 

He did C!!!pla.sise houcvt'r thet the latter n:; vcr:y c.o·>r: to J.:J~s T!ntchcr 

and '.rould b::lVe to l)C n~~cov~od.::t t0d in the Ca.b:!.nct :~f. .!;i";;; liin the nc.:t 

election. 

ucicht in the Sha.dm; C3.1>il!Ct and did not seem any J ~ ~r..r.n~ to be 

particularly inte:restr.d ..Ln Eorthern Ireland affc.irs. InterestinGly, 

he ha:::: considerr'.ble J~C[,'::'l"•l for !Iousto~1's abilit~r, J:l--r~jcularJy on p-::tJ:le:;:-, 

and feels he has h"d a po:-:_· ti ve influence on Heave ··.nC::. Jicc3-D:lvinon. 

Patten next ss..id he un:lerstood I uas a friend of rntrlcJ:: Cor:cr:1vc and 1rcnt 

on to uonder aloud if anythi~Jt3 could be done to he:.}J hi~ , as he lm.s nm. 

drinkinc very heavily and proC:ucing no material of any svb::tar..ce or 

quality. He doubted if Ilr:::: 'fnc.tchcr. uould retain hir1 ! ... u.ch lor:.c;cr in 

her Privcte Office thouc;h this nieht ue1~ond of courJe on hi::: contract. 

His stancline u.:J.s houcvcr noH very lou richt throuc:., tl~. e uhole Sha.dou 

Cc.binet. 

Finally, I micht ucntion that Patten is quite a close friend. of people 

l~.l::e Ti:-J Sheehy of the BIA and Eugo YOU'1G, ·lhe Political Editor of t'hc 

,S.unday 'rimes , throu.:;h hie :position as a mer::.ber of the Council of the 

Catholic Insti iutc for Int.;rnational Relations o 

-~---..,..., ~ t .;o .(' ·<? ~ -,· .7:.~ ___.~_,:, .. ""'-.. 1/ ., - . • 
Dermot Gallael1er 
Press ar.d. Inforn.: tion Cv.u:-..cllor 
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and he seems also to h:we very liJ~tlc i:ltcllcctual "Y'cG2-rcl for lTCJ..ve. 

He did emphasise hOHover that the latter il,):'; ver.y C .l O'JC! J~o Hrs Thatcher 

and uould h'1ve to 1)0 [tr.::COlil!~Od..'1. t'3d in the Cabinet ~ f -:h';y "Tin the l1C}:t 

election. 

lTCiGht in the Shad0\', t:3.1->inct and did not seem any 1.1:,r ,!:r. to be 

par-Licularly intcIcst(d ~~i Eorthern Ireland affuirs 4 Interentinqly, 

he has conside:r.ablc rc[,'Or.l for Houst.on's ability, :!,'r·.,iculurlj' on p--:l}1c:;;, 

and feels he has h:~d a POR: tive influen(;o on Heave r.nG. BiCC3-DaviGon. 

Pa tten next sa.id he understood I 'Tas a friend of ra tr.icJ:: C08G'rave and ucnt 

on to "To!lder aloud. if anythilJe could be done to he~,)J hi;!l, as he "Ins nOl: 

drinkinc very heavily and producing no mo.terial of ~my SUD3tance or 

quality. TIe doubted if Ers '[llutcller Hould retain hiT1 :Juch lOl-:.e;cr in 

her Private Office though thin nieht depond of courJe ot! hi:::; contract. 

His (3 tandine; I'W.S hOi1cver 110'\" very 10'1" riQ.l t throueh the uhole Sho.do1T 

Ccbinet. • 

Finally, I miGht llcntion that Fatten is quite a close friend of people 

like Ti~ Sheehy of the BrA and rugo YounG_ the Political Editor of the 

§.unday 'l'imes , through hie position as a member of the Council of the 

Ca.tholic Institute for Int.'n"natiOl1ul Rolutionso 

_-pc,,_~f (-pe.--,.t..:. . 
Dermot Galla{3her 
Press a.nd Infomc. tion Co~.u~;:;ellor 
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