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l": is 21. gt"eat honor for me to del'ivc·r tr.e ledture· 

that annually commemorates the name of Monsignor de aruH: 

·. ·' 

.. Priest, math~matician and merlieval .ic;:t, 'Jc:.nolar qf ~h~ · rrh:r. ! 
.... . . . : J -~. f 

' langu~ge, university ~drnini~trator an~ petro~ · of t~e arts, 

'\ 
'he was a bLilliant meMber of one of modern Ireland's most 
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illustrio~e families. . ... , 
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find 
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for.'~pcakers, particul~rly . 
""' ... } . ., 

a,rnbassadors, to c0mmor, ground b2tw~en thernE.:elves and 
.J - :. : ~ ~: ~: .. ' • l 

think it might clar.;_fy my to.p.i.';.;~.; .--~~~~:-:_ their ~u~ie~cez. Tonight, I 

the relatioPchip of Ireland and the American I.;is'1--i f I c.all 
'~I 0 

in which t~e iiish in Ireland . . ... 
I • 

attention to significant ways 
. , . ' . .. 

' .· • • f ~ • 

•. 

and th~ J:ri sh .;.n tha iJnj ted Stales are d:!.ffercnt: One bf 
l ~ • 

' .. .)!, :. \. ' ·' 

. ~ 1 ' ~0 Mons~gncL· oe Brun'!::; s·~ve..ral achievements, for ~xamo e , .'IO:.S -... . ·. 
'• ' • I ~~ \ 

: tran~~.n ":C:! Dante • s In£8rno into the Irish Lli.!·gu.:tge : · Such an'· ------ .... ,·· 
the ini:zl) ·~ .::tu:.l powcrr: ·o T: 

' -. .. ,,, ..... 
a £e~ Iri~h Americans--we have experts in t~~ Irish language . , -
in the Uuited States·--·but it would be an accomplishment almost 

without H1C1ning in American Irish terms. The revival of the 
'\ 

.. 

.. '1. :..· ~.. .. •• 

ian~uage has been an arduous enough e~terprise in Irelimd. · 
· . ' . 

, It has nevec begun at all in any serious sense amon;1 the 
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~raditional for :SD.cakers, particula ily 
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find cor.unor, ~round betw~en t hemse l es and 
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Tonight, I think it mi ght clar'.fY my 
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as Professor Cormac O'Gr~~~- bf University 
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o •• For many of the early emigrants, 
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ha ve been a real nuisance. Thus, lpuil' of Alnerl.ca was 
. . 

a : major factor in the anglicisatic~ ~; Irish-speaking ' areas," 
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Since .a knowledge of 
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Enolich ~as l.ndi spensa.ie .fo~ 
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After all1 the Irish 
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If the American Irish stand outs:i.de:~the l&~guage 

most of them nlso stand outside Ireland'5 
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third or fourth generation, which is to 1-1ay tha·~ thei·!.: ':J.Lili.d~ 
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would ~·~ even higher. 
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the B~ack-and-Tan ~rcubles, the Irish .. 
. ... , .. 

t~ .. '. 

. , ' .. · .. , .. 

.. 
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(,·· 

up the pain aad the struggle, t!H.! burden and the glOl.Y Of 

Jrclanrl's history in the 1.-1st scvC'ral decades. tJames and 

events that are familiar to every Irisn schoolboy and girl 

are unknown or only 

If, 

~· 

•. 

I " 

''· .. 

foggily perceived by manY, colJeg~-educated 

for example, you were to give my -fellow 
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If the American Irish stand outs :i.de; the l",~guage 

most of them (llso stand outsidE=: Ireland's 

The preponderant p.umber of . . ., 
, .. 

. ' immigrants to the Uni ted States left Irf'lund be f ore, 1900. 
, '. I ~ • 

'. ~. '., 

Rev • .P.ndrew Greeley !1.dS estimated tb:?\t "eig!:ty pe r , c:e!1t 
" . ; .. ~ : ' 

', of the Irish Catholic population in ' ~he United St'ates -'ire 
, 

, third or fourth generation, which is to ~;ay tha t thei ~' ':J,l,u.d": , 
, 

par ents or their great-grandparents were the i~~igra~ts.K, 
,. , 

;. , .... 
t f one ',1ere to include Irish Prot?' st::~nt ~ mmigra nts I most of 

percehtage would 
.' . " , 

in the 17th and lBth 
\ 
~.~ even higher. 

I ' . 

cen':uries, this 

" ' 

'.' 
, .' 

to1hat does this mean in pTuctice? It .' .n.e&ns " that 
• .:. i 

they ",ere in the United States--not in Ireland- - o. t Cl.e t ir .. e 
.' 

of th~ Ea s ter rising, the B~ack-and-Tan ~rcubles, the Irish" . ' 

civil war, the critical election of lS32. ~he econ0m~c 

with Britain in tile 1930'!3 , ~he drafting ' 0 - the 
. .. ", 

"I r ish cons titution in 1937. I~ stort, they were di ~tant 

' s pectators of the main pel."sor.r!litjt::8 and event Eli thc.t make 

up the pa in aad the struggle, t!I(~ burden and the gloz. y of 

Irelnnrl's history in the l~st several decades. tJames and 

events that are familiar to every Irisn schoolboy and girl 

. " r 1 ~ , ~ ,. 
j't 

\ " 

I . , 

" " , 

are unknown or only foggily perceived by man~ colleg~-educated 

American Irisho If, for example, you were to give rny ; fellow 
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" 
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~ ... ~.. . ~ 



I 

-4- . .. . •' ,. 
, ... · . 

f•, 

... 

\ ~· ' .. . - . J:· '. 
American Irish a ~hort list of five important names from · . •.; ···r .... · .. : . ' . 

2.0th century Irish !;:i.story--lct us say, James :;.Jarkir,·, ' ' .•. 
I • '• t 
,'. 

. . •' . 

Arthur Griff~th': 
;,· 

l-~~vin o' Higgins, Ryan Duffy and ~rsk_ina ... . , 
Childers--a~d a.s·k. fvr a sentence ur two aboLt each o f 1 • 

. how many of you could r·eadil v icknt.i f y John L. Le•11is ·; ;. 
• • \ r ;, I • 

Henry L. St_irr.son 1 Calvi 11 Coolidge, Gen. Hugh Johnson, . ,ctnd 

Henry A. ~~allac~?· 
I 

t . 
'· ' 

. ·. , 
1_. ~ • • , l • :. .. ; \ ·'! 

• • 
1 

\; ~ 0 Jt'./ ' ,. :. , 1 ~ I ._.., 1 .. ~ : ~ ' • 

...... . ' ~.;, . 
'-~ o·t ·. litt, ~ .. ,_, 

, • •. ·~. ol • • .. l .. . . ~., l .t .. ,.. 
r~ :\: • ,... ""'"\! . •• \ 4· . . A! 

In this cwmecticn r : ....... . . , , 
• ... • f - ..... -. 

) ~ • ~ •. 1 • " 1 \. ~.. , 
r!; I ~ ; ' ·• 1 { ' 1 ,.... " ' 

Economist recently observed that one :;:e son f.o .... · · · · 
0 I I 0 '~;J " ' ~ • 0 • 0 ' j 

l)e:i...ween England and Ireland is tha t hardly ~'~<- .. ~ .. ·,./ ·''·, 
't •.' ~ . . '.. \ • . ' . 
.. j • ,; • 

.\ 
... 
' .. 
~-

,, \' • ~',':I I !:'1 , •, j ~ ' , 
• ... til ·~ • ""' ,·! l ' 

·. 
... =. 0 ' • I .' 

.. ~ -Tho tca~h1ng of history ln the 8chools 

.. ~ 

in remedying widespread ignorance. 

(London} 

•, 

a.bcut t.i1e history of onf> country is t a ught .. in the ... '·· 
I ··~ ~ , - 0 '\. o '\ ! "'' o :./ ' 0 0 ': ftl\ ,• 

·,:. A I'' l'lt,'"' ••I-. 
ot' the oi..her. I have lived in Lon d<.} n c::.nc.l I can· ~.:sur , :. · 

' . .. .. \ 

.. J... ' '·, ... ; •• .:_", .. , . "· ... 

Almo=>t ~othing about I rich hi~,l;ory· ~.a taught .. ~ :: ... 
: ',,· , I :J• !I :•' • "' 1 ' • :'."' . . . ~ 

My t.i":r~c sons are now :r0ing t-o ~choo:l . J.n' _ :• .• . . 
':nC. 'as best I can observe remarkably lit~l.::: !Jistor_y is:::, .. : 

'; -I' 

' • f .• . 

in primary and s~condary schools in thjs country except . 
' • ' • r~ '• • o , • . 1 I • • r •• 

Irish history~ The sarne reciprocal ignorance prevaila in the . 
~ ·. . ' I 

United State~ where Eng lis~ history is taught sparingly and 
-· =:·· i~ 

history not at all. In recent years, efforts on both ' .. 
I \ o I • ~ 

I . ·. , · ,,' j I • 

sides of the Atlantic have been made to overcome thia : ~eficier~y , 

at least at college and university level. 

... In lre :. :l!"'.d, (PIC~ UP DAVID DOYLE'S LETTER) 

. .. 
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Arnerican Irish a ~hort list of five important names from ' 

2.0th century Ir~sh 1,:i.story--lct us say, James Y..Iarkir:, I ' 
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Kavin O'Higgins, Ryan Duff~ and ~rgkin~' Arthur Griff~th 
.. :.f 'ii' 

Childers--a,'1d 2S·k. £0r Cl sentence or two abOl .. t each of .. 
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o ", 

them explaining why he was impor~ant, I q.pubt how 
,0 

," 

in my OWl' c()untry could pass s"ch a' test. Con'versfaly, 

" f" f,., . . ' , 
.0 • 

: j' 

. " 
, ". 
" . 

" ' 

'. t :ow many of you could r'eadily idcnt.i+"i John L. Lewis, :-: 
I 

" ' .~ . .. 
S'tiIl\30n I Cal Vi!l Coolidge, Henry L. Cen. 

'.: . 
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.,~ .. " 
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Th~ tca~~1ng or history in the 

. ,..\ . ' \ 

.. '~ ", 

. . ~. . 
~chools ts ~f , litt'e, 

~t.. \': " ;:.:. . 'Oo t ... 

.~ . 

in remedying widesp~ead ig~orance. 
1" ., I 

In. thi~ ccume ction; 

Economist recently observed that one .. 
b£Lween England and Ireland 

;1 •• ,." . 
•• \'.. 'I. 'I' , • '," 

is that hardl~ , : .' , ' " 
" , 

; , , .. . " . 
. ' ,'" ' .. ~ 

" . " 
tile histor.y of onp country is 

':"1.,.'\ 

I have lived in Londc.JO .~ " 
t', ..... '0 

\ ')L t ' ,,' • 

Alm03t nothing about Iricb hi~,i;ory ~,!l taug t'" .~: 
01 , " • I ~ .. 

,,' I' I I', ... " 
. ! "t 

My '.::hr~c sons are no\" ~I")ing to achoo'l. ~ n '.,. 

that is true. 

I:r"Jll '3h schoo 1 s • . ' ' 

. " 

" 
~n~ as best I can observe remarkably li~~l0 history~s~_ 

" " , 

, 

j,' " 

,". 'If 

The same reciprocal ignorance prevaila in the 
. -

United State0 where Englis~ history is taught sparingly a~d 
" . , 

, .. .. ,.. .... 
Irish history not at all. In recent years, e::forts on both " , 

. ,; ~.' 
, ' 

." .;.~ . . , ~ 

sides of the Atlantic he:.. ve been made to overcome this :'det'icie~;~y, f,:' 

at least at college and university level. 

. , 
" . In Ire :. l!"d , 

t' 

, < 

, 'l' 

~PICK UP DA1!D DOYLE'S LETTER) 

ll, ~ 
I •• ::. _ ••• , ' ........ -:-- • •• 

..., 

." 

.'., . ..~ . , . 
I, 

".;.t .;....,." ," 
'l' ..... ~ "".;." '-"', ~ ... 

, 
" , 

. '. . 
:"i ' 'J 
:.i.,: ~ "{ 

~ ... j.. ... .- ..:. ...... _ ... : ... -. 
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In the United States in the last 25 y~ars, 
I' 

~ ., 

I • 
!• 

,. 
... .. • .·, 
' ·- ~ 't•r 

~r: r; • ~,( 
• ~-.I' .7 ·, .. ';,;, 

:has been a growing dem~nd from students to learn ILish · 

history. This demand ar lses in part froru a · ne'tv ed,nic\ 1 ••• 

.. ·~ ·. 

consciousness among mar1y second and third qenerat:) on ··: 
• < 

eager to disc.:over their owr: c·,U tur~l r,?ct.P .. ~nd 

part also . from the wid~spread ~merican interost in I=1~~ 

Students wh0 have read James Joyce·s '" Ivy 

"The 

.. ·. 
' .. 
. '" . ·'' \ : •;,. 

and t~e S1:ars" n~turally want t9: U!1der!lt.and more a IJ\H·. . _. .. ·:·-:1.~ 

Ireland t s struggl'e for national inn<:!pendence. Tl-.ua 1 . Iri.st&. · ·. , '· · :: ·. · .. ( 
I'· .. _ .. ·l~ 

' ~• ' , t I 

the pathbreaker for the study of I:ri :.:.h hi.stcr./~· -::· · 
'I • • • • I· ~ I • J \ • .. :. .. • ... 

. . 
:'1iter~ture is 

4 ,.J . ! ' ~· \ .. - ·~ • '= .. 
But the jou;:-ney toward a widely shared and accurate under..:. . , · 

:, •• ' •. ··:;;><,I' I .. • .. •'!\ ""' t ... 

standing of that history has still c:1. long ~va~{ to go. ,.· . .<'/-'· ., !·. • · · 
, I : • • ... ~ t ::• ,'• .... ~. .,,.~ :. I 

" .. :: I... ' .. '" I ••• · .'.I l' ;';i•, . I 0 

' · .• , t : .. ·· ' ,' 
,I , <I 1 ' ' 

0 
o f • 1 ', ~ 0 

·. 
·' 

'· , -· ·",lr .. '.' ·j,,' 
I read with roue~ intero~t Reveral wa~ks ~~o a se ·1eci 

,~. . ~ . '. .. 
: •• ~· • J •• ,.:. • " ., ~ l . . .. ~. ; ~ .. . ·,. ;.,. . . ". 

of essays printed in "Th~ Ir i:;·u 'i'iit1e~" and St)O.rkcd b y ".S~ ch 

by the Irish playwright Denis .:.1ohnston. These es'3 

. the question--What is the Lrne nC1ture of, ~rish 

' 
j dt~r.t i ty? ·. :.: :·~ 

• •I a ,. 1 .,j.:l 0 :~, .. · , 

Aside from the small community of t:r:..sh .te\'lS who happily .have 

suffered no civil or religious di~abjlities 
~ 

Ireland, the Presbyterian, and the Catholic. 

.. 

... 
in this nation, 

. ' .~ ,/ . ., 

I:r-eland' s · 

•!· 

·.• . · ... 

. . '·. \ 

, .. 

.. -. ~ 

.· 
. • .. . . . . .. 

. '. . . 
I' ·-- .... 

. 
" ,', . \ '. . ( 

", 

" 

: ': 

• p- t' 

" . ' . 
' . ,0, o. 

, j,r ., .. _ ...... :-
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In the United States in the last 23 years, 
.1 ~.~ 

,:has been a growing dem~nd from students to learn 1.1d.sh ' 

history. Th is demand a r ';'ses in part frofll a' ne'., ei:hrlic \ " - , 

consciousness ~mong many second and third generatjon ~. 
,~. j.... , 

, , ..... ; ( I, 

0 .... ' '1 
& ~ ,I,' 

eager to discover thej r O\lll'; c~tur~l r,?ctp" and 

part also from the widespread ~merican intereEt in I~1s~ 

~ 'o~' ~~. ~ .. 4,! )0:" 'j."" 
. J I .or'" I, : 

Students whl) 

i' ,', ", '. 
.. !'. ".-... ",('.; 

1 • • • ••• , ':' .. . 
r .. , ...... 

'~t 

I • 

'}-' I , -.. , .. 

.~ -:"4" 
"Parn.f.!ll a:ld those who have read Sear. 0 C Casey' s "The Pl,~\ugh ',,:.:, 

.. 
.".' '" ,. 

tol ',' jo~ \ 

" 

. .. ' 

S1:ars" n~turally want t9'- u'1dergtand more Cl 1.)\'+, " " '.' ':1" 

struggl~ for national inrieper.dence. Tr.t£3 I ' Ir'lst~' .' " ;' " -' 
" lO.: t • ,., "',r .' 

is the pathbreaker for tht: study Ol: II:i~,h hiStc,~'r ~ '·: : ... ,:; ..... :.;. 

But the journey toward a 

standing of that history has still ~ long way to go. 

"' . 

f, 

I read with muc~ interozt Reveral 
~. \ ' 

by the Irish playwright Denis JOh!l.3ton . These eSlJays 
~ . 

the question--What is the ln~e net blTe of. ,Irish i dt:.r.tity? .~'.".' . . \' .... 
". .. t ..,j.:'. I"" 

Aside from the small community of l:r:'sh jews who hQ'ppily have 

suffered no civil or religious di~abjlities 
I 
~ 

in thin nation, 

the Irish national identity seeks t:'l accomrnode.te three 
1 

'. 
different sLrands of the Christian thoeriancc--the 'Church of ' 

Ill'; .' .... 
.. ~,. 't \. 

, 4; , " 

. 1..1" .. 

It ':, 
. , t 

:". 
.. ~ ;, 

., 
.. .. '~ : . ',. 

!" 

- . ' .' ,}.::. 
Ireland, the Presbyterian , and the Cctholic. I=eland's' 

, , . " ... 

: 

, . '"',, ," ~ ~ ... 
. ,' ~ . .. '. : ~ ... ~ . 
, ~ 

, : " 
I .. 'W. I ' . 

, ~ to· , 

. .. ," 
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problem is that E:>ac.L of them has become identified w.H.h a 

different pulj~~cal tradition and with a different pnrt of 

' ...... 

t~ '~·h, 

·. the national. exp~!'ience. 
• • .. . "' ~ .. . .. 

.. ' "-. •• t• "'7 " ,. . 
' };f.. ~~' /· ~: ...... : .. 

. . ~ .. ·:~. · : •• I:. . i ~ . · ~ . 
• ~ ' •• 0 •• 0 • ' ·'i ... 

(rad~t1wns are wove~ ln ' · 
' !I I 

1.11 three of these Irish 
• 0 

j,. . .. 't. 

The · t.r.irtecn into the larger Ameri?~n fabric. 
'1 -' r .. ,, 

way.s 

states th~.t furmed the .rur.erican· n:Lt) or. v·ere English-~~ P.f.~flki~g 
... 

conununiti-.::s that reflected this 3-way diversity. 
f . 

of Irelanu is 
I ol 

One colony was 
. . . 

" known in America as th<" F.r,iscop~ lian Chul.·d: 
\ , .... ·' t. • 

et<t~blished church' 'ir .. _~eve•:al of lhc · :colo~.:t.es :~ · · 
' o : • t t' I 

founded as a re:tuge for cau:~;).ics-=-·:h,, 0 future 
' .:~ ' ~=· I ' 

state of Maryland. Several, including Massachusett~ ·~rid '' ... 0 ' 

·'· . '· 
·,. _. .Pennsylvania, 

I• 

founded by dissenting Protest~nt sects . were 
I ~ • 

. ; ·~t . r.~ ... 
' ·~I :: .. 

0 • !1e&nwhile, adverss econo:r11.c 

,i.n thP 170C 's sent r2peated waves of emigr~nts £~om t~~t part 
- , ; .. 1 .,· 

:i·e:•.und to the American colonies. Many t.housh no 'all of 

. 
' • 0 ',I 

' ~ -: .... :'-• • ~t 

. ' 

... ~ I o 

' • 0 

. ·( ·' ·. 
t ,•. ~If\. ' . "• 

,. ' ' I 

. .. . .. . ' 
. ': 

: . 

;~._., ' . 

'·' 

·. 
'• 
'· I · .... 

~ .. 
'• 

. .. 
' . . · .. 

~. mmig::-:-ants were the descendants of pco[)l"" imp:-~~ted. i~to ~> ,: :~ { 
' ' • • · ·~ .s • ' 

Ulster f1cm Scotland by King James I to in&ur~ Ireland's 

loyalty. On their transplantation to Americr., these Frote~t~nt 
0 • 

lrish becaiD•! the most resourceful and implacable enemies ' of 
, ,. . . 

'!'hey were in the forefront of th~ political • ' I l 

•• 0 

,. , . 

I I ' '\I 

. , 

the cro\·m. 
•· 

struggles lcZlding UI:· to the American Revolution and .in the 

military bat~les of thP Revolution. 

... 

• . 

. ' 0 0 ><\; 
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• < problem is that eacL of 

different puljt~cnl 

them has become identified wilh a ~.. .I • ~~~ 
". . -:.':1 .(:-

. . tradition and with a different part of '~ , :~!.i' 
j " 

.. " ~~.:. ; ,,", : ~~~.~~ :tJ 

,~ the na t iona i exp~!'ience . 
• ,I.. ... ~ ~ ~. ~ I ~"., 

' ... ".. ..... .. ... 

j' 

~, 

}'11 three of these Irish 

The " tt~irtecri' ' ways into the larger Ameri?~n fabric. 
1-': 

states that fvrmed the l\.merican· n~tj or. v'ere English-~.,pF~n king 
, 1 

that reflected this 3-way diversity. The Ch ureh .: 
/'. ..' 

Ireland .is known in America as th~ F.~iScopa lian ChUi·d: 
~ ;" 

'and became the 
" .\ ,'- . ,\ .. 

et"~t:~bliShed church' 'il" ,~eve " :al of the: iC01~~j ,eS; \ " 

fo\mded a s a re!:uge for Catr. :-)liCS-=-'':'~;., fi.ltu~e \.;-
~, .,; 

One colony was 
, .. 

Several, including Massachusetts ~rid state of Maryland. 

were founded by dissenting Protcat~nt oec~s. 
(', 

I 
J' 

,', 
" • f .,1 

l., 'f ~ ., 

, !1e&m-;hile I adver·se. econO:l1l.C circumstar.ces in U1 ~~er 

~ the l10C' D sent r3peated waves of emig:C';"!."sts f!:'orn that part 
1. " " .' 

of :.i~e:· , und to the American colonies. Many t.hough not ~all of 
~'.t.. .,' 

theSe :'mmig:.-ants were thE: descendants of pcopl::' imp!')i-ted int~ 
; ... 

.. , 

., . 

• 0 

:. ,./ ~ 
-" '..," 0' 

. ~ Ulster fLew Scotland by King James I to in&u~e Ireland's 

1,1. " 

, ' 

.' , 

loyalty . On their transplantation to Americ?., these. Frotesta nt · 
" -
" 

lrish bccam.: the most resourceful and implacable enemies of 

the crown . They were in the forefr.ont of th~ political 

struggles lCLlding u!-, to the American Revolution and .in the 

military battles of thp Revolution. 

" 
, , 

.! :.'~ 

:. 

, -. , '. : l1.;" ." : j.. ,. '"' 
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.j 
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.. ' ........ 
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.' 
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11 The American Wa:r t:.7as lost by Irish irr.'liig~ants·; . " ·· ' 
• I> 1 ,, 

' some a:~a9geration. Lo.r:·d Hountjoy 9bserved in Parliament with 

' .'. • ~· l 

. • , .. 
.· ., 
. .. 

• . !•· • ~ ... ' . . .. 
Ir j sh were to play . a l"lajor role' ... I 

' 
.•. These Protestant .. . ~ . . ... 

•:'l: I ,' ' , , 

of t~e American nation ~ in the political and cultur31 life .. 
' ... , ) ~ \ ' . 

'•. ,, .. 
, .. 
~ J. 

' .. 
. .. 

•• > ,· 

-~ lr • ,; 

,#,O_J.I,..<IJ o 

~ t y\, . . 
Nine of tne signers of the Declarat1on of Independence we r e 

• · ... , 
of Irish r.1ncestr.y, including four who were born in Ireland: .•. 

' 

George Thornton and Charle£" Thom3on, both born in Derry, 
~·I I IJ .. . 

and James ~>m.:i. ~h and George Taylox- vrho were born elsewhere 
I 

:i..n the ·. prc,.rin'::'e o\ Ulstet". 
\ 

.I I' 

... !~ .• , .. I • ·. 

' .. ., I 

.. '!• .. ,.. .. , 
. \ '' ·' .... ';· t/ 

' .. 
I· • 

•r 

I 

.. '· 1 •• l 
• , 1 .. • • • • • r. · i 

' " '- ,.• ~ (' ': I • \~'\ .. ~, . .. ! 

Fourteen Americc.n presidents from John 

have traced all or part of their lineage to 

forebears. Three of them were sons of 
. ,. 

. ' ~ ' .. 
I .. 

; ·r 

. •' ... 

emigr .:;.nts . ~1crew Jackson's parents were born in . . ~,· .. : 

·county Antrim; Jarn~s Buchanan's father was bo~n in ~on~gal , 

cind Chester Arthur'c father in Antrim. When Pr esid .· 
... 

Jacks on visited Boston i.n 1033, he was greeted by t he · . 
'. 

: ,t· ,. 
Irish Society there. He said on that OC' C .z ior. ~ 

Kl feel grateful, sir , at the testimony of this ~ity . 

that I see so many of the counttymen of 

assembled on this occasion. I have always been .. .. 

• I 

.· ... 
".' 

,· 

I •• 

• 
' 
.· ::· .. 
i .· . 

' ·' 1 ,• 

pioud of my ancestry and of being descended from that .noble T.i:..C:e ~ •• · 
. ( 

. ' . , 
. : 

'· · . . . . , 
·. 

.· ., ,, 

I 1 .,' , :,:-1: . . ~ t ~·· 
... ..: - ,. .. -........ ...... . ~·- ........ . 
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"The American War t:ias lost by 
, - .. • . • I ,t ' .. :. .... "!\"'," ! 

Irl.sh l.tr .. "n~grants, "«,I' :";"" '~ . 
. ! .'~ .,' , : -; , , 

<j>bserved in Parliament with some e;~a9'geration, . . ,_ 
0, I r _ .1/)/ 

• ' . .. 4 

. • 
. " 

f .' .... 

:}- ". =: 
These Protestant Irjsh were to play a 

~:~' ! -', 
political and cultur:ll life of the AmerJ.can 

Nine of tl",e s.i.gners of the Declaratj,on of Independence \ w~re 
• 

of Irish r.incestry, including four who were born in Ix'eland: 

George Thornton and Charles Thomson, both born ' in Derry, 

~)m:i. th 

' :in the ',prc"int;:'e 

, ' " 

and George 
... , 0\ Ulster. 

\ 

I 

TayloX' "'ha wer~ born elseW:h~re 

" 

Fourteen Arnericc.n president~ from John 

Jiamw Carter have traced all or part of their lineage to 

Protestant Irish forebears . Three of them were ' sons of 

" 

'" . . ~ , , 
, .' "' . 

, .. , 

,I' 

. . ' ", 
'111 ~ • . , 

1,1 

, • t 

J 
1 

" 

.' "' ' •.• I 
" I ' -' , j, ~ 

r 
< " emigr,:;.nts. A.,crew Jackson' s parents were born in 

·f ... 

Buchanan's father was bo~n in ~on~9al, 

and Chester Arthur'~ father in Antrim. 
... ~.~. " • 4' S. I /. tI \ ' 

\Vhen presid ~~r~' -" , ' -
:,. 

, . .' I. 

J&ckson visited Boston il1 1033, he was greeted by 'the ," .... 

Irish Society there. He said on that occazicn~ 

"I feel grateful , sir , at the testimony of thi.~ eity. ' It i!; 

" 
pleasure that I see so many of the countrymen of 

assembled en t h is occasion . I have always been 

... 1#' • 

.. " ,. 

. , , 

. " 

1'.: '1: \: 

.' 
, 
I 

,I 
!1:' 
I, ' 

of my ancestry and o f being descended from that ,noble X' f.,ce I' 

" 

" ' 
.~.~ .' -' ',' 
to •• :': .~ 

.' , 
" , ..... 

, " 
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','I. I, 

" . 
: 

.. ! " 
, -, ' , . 

'" . :', \ 
I' 

"' _. _ .. ,,~ __ ... ;..4 .. 
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, 1. 

' .. 

r ~ ': I 

, ' 

," 
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Tyrone, Coleraine, and Fermanagh. 

'· 

· ~1 
sea t ·tered throughout: the Al."l''er ic~n Sotlth • 

• . . . ' 
•: , . •. 

I 

I ' 

~ .... I I I . 
: i( <:'I -' . 

I 
J 

, . ,:: .. ~ '\ , "\ : •' : 
' ,,., .. 

SimiJ.ar names 

. ·.' ·;, , ... : 
f· · 
' I 

,. 
; 

' 
.j 

: 

.. 

made little or no distinction amo~g thcmselvcR 

,., 
~ 

I 

" ' 
~ 

' 
~·; 
• . ... 
.,, .. 

< .. .. 

'"..,'. 

·' 

' -

' '• . . 

. , . 
. ~ 

~ '. 

j 

I 

-,. #' 

., 

i . . . ~ • 

Thus, when the Friendly Son~ of St, ~ ~ religious lines. 
~. .. ·, : 

,. t'.' 

I 

P.utric-k, a fr.:tternal 
\\ 

. , . "' 
' ••• •• t 

group, was 6.~-ganized in Philadelphia '' 
o:., ... •• 

o I\· • 

•no:s 
... , '\. ·, 

> j 

I, -(4.' 

jo ~:.· ~ r -.~ \ 
• 

:in 1~:'!1, the fir.:;t president was Stephen Moyla.n, 
•' ··;·. ""'; .~ \ .. : . . :~ ~ .... 

" ~ r • f ' 

'brother was a Catholic biKhop, and che second pr~side'n .t . las ~ ~·. ": 
ol • • ' ' • •; • ·~I 

John M. ~esbift, an Ulster Presbyterian. ln the late nine~ 
' ' . 

teenth century, hcwever, perhaps to distinguish thcnisel vee :· . · 
.;. .·,.; '1 . ·~~ .. ' 

from the much lar~er numbers of catholic Irish i~~igrants 
• > 

of the Famine gen~r~tion, so~e Protestant Irish be~on tc 
~ . . 

denominate themselv2s as Scots-Iri~h. This is a to~m cf 
,. 

dubious accuracy that oi.:>scures as much as it clarif:t~.~. 
.. .· 

P~ter B. Sheridan ~f the Library of . Congress ' Re~a~r~~ 

~ 

. i' 

• 
'r '/.: 

' .. 

I ' ' I I a,~ o.• 

S0rvice noted in his monograph, The Proteatant. iri sh R'e:d.~~>'Q.. 
- ~ ' . 

' in America, (July, 1977) II .. not all Irish Protestants were 
~.; ... 

of Scottish origin and they' did not all come from Northern . 

Ireland." President Arthur's father, for example, came from 

County Antrim but he was an Episcopalian, not a Presbyterianj 

and his forebears originated in England . 
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i 
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in Ame~ica such as Belf~~t, 

~ 1. ..-.. " ....... ;. 
~ . ". 

Maine 

" ,t ~ ~ 

,:. ,'J '"I •• " 

, , 

Tyrone, Coleraine, and Fermanagh. Simi.l..ar names 
.. '. . .'.:., 

scattered throughout: the Arneric~n S61lth. 

; ~'.. . .. 
, , 

!' . 

. , 

I Origi.'.1ally, Catholic an(1 Protestant ·immi.grants 
• • ~.;. "'. • • • 1,01. , • ~ , ... ~. It .. 

, I f ~ • 

.. 
'f. ~r.';.: ... , 

... ~ ~ \'" 
"."'." .... . . 

~ . . i ,-"'. ~ . .: ~'. \:.~; ." 

made little or no distinction among th.emselve~ ~'. 

religious :!.ines. Thu~, 

) . . ". ~ 

when the Friendly Sons of St \ ': :. 
'J t ... ;, •• f' 

I() \ 
" 

a frateril,al 
. \\ 

group, was organized in Philade lphia 
.... It '''' , • 

\ . ',~ 

the fir~t president was Stephen Moylan, \·nos~ · 
, ";"li; 

• .. ··t • , , 

" 
was a Catholic biRhop, and che 

: •. " ".,,~.il\; \.(' 
second , pr~sident \;/a ... ;':~'."" - " .~ ::'. 

l', ' -1, • I .,' ,,' :'.: / I ,'. .,,\_'.: ./ 'u; ~, ... . . ' 
John M • . Nesbi tt, an Ulster Presbyterian. In the ] ate ni'ne.:'.·: . ! 

I .. 
:' ~ .. ...,'" . ~ ! ". 

perhaps to distinguish thom3elvQe ~ teenth century, however, 
~. ~ 

from the r:lUch lat'ger numbers. of Catholic Ir-lsh.:, iIm!tigrant.s ",' 

the Famine gen~r~tion~ 
• ( ~f :- • ~ 

some Protes'l:ant Irish be:,o'n tt: 
" 

." 
themselves as Scots-Iri~h. This is a to:r:m et: 

" ""~! 
.... ~.I 

'/ 

thii'.::. obscures as much as it clarifi6:~. 

As Peter B c Sher idan '::If the Library of ' Congress t Re~;e(... r{'!i 

.. .... ' 
v, 

, ,S. 

" 

• ' ... i " \ , .... ....,. 

in his monograph, The protestant ' iris 'l R·ei"i!!!.~£. 
, 

in America, (July, 1977) " •• . not all Irish Protestants were 
... :1 'f . of Scottish origin and they' did not aliI come from Northern 

J . .. ' 

Ireland." President Arthur ' s father , for example, came from' 

county Antrim but he was an Episcopalian , 

and his forebears originated in England. 
. ~ .' 

. .. '. ;;' ~: , 

'. 

• Of' 

" . 
. ,.;' :'",;~t' .:. ;~. 
!"''''· ~.; ~ i 1i.. " ,, ~, .((' 1 ~ ~' t ' .' . \ .' . :, .:: .. ~ .j "" 

1 .. :S : 
. , 

~ , .. p •• 4 ... .. _:... ,. . .. ',K \ ~.~ T ; ... .f..i.' .•. ~ .-t .. ! .... - . _- .......... ~ 

',' . '._ {.-- .. _ .. .. - -- .... --- -'.- . 
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.. .. .. . To measure quantitatively the presence of the 
. t/. 

' I .,\ • 

Pr-otestant Irish in A.•111:~rican life coday J & vi~tuallJ hr.possible;· .. . 
. · :· "":-., ."'· · ~flo:·:· ·.: ., ... · , .. \, 

minority of them survives in dis·.;eYnihl~ corrJnuni"' · o s in .. ~he 

rncnmtair.ous areas of Ncrth Carolina, Virginia, 
~ . . . '· : ' . ~ ... 

~1e Vb:ciirii ·; · 
1 ...... . . 
~ · 

. ··! . .d' . 
i<t.:mtucky. They are the direct c~escendants 

. -
;V •<, ~~ .,' ~:·/ • 

o·f t!lC t:>'iOi,~(,;i:-8 . ~ ... . 
·'· ,,· .. '•' . . . 

of the Revolutionary War Period. 
• '. • ·:. !-~· ... 

... 
1 t-';, 
< 

the Protestant ' ~ • t t : • . 
~ n ~..:::n."!.lar.r:.... 2t • . · 

. . . . 
Irish have over the generations 

I \t, o ,. ~ I .,, • o 

...... I o' .I o 1 .. 

vtne~ Americans of English . scotti.sh, German o'r other . 
.:: : .. . ~, ~"' ', 

f \ ' "10'1.,, 

dist5.nc1.:. ethnic. grol.lp·; ~·:~;~' · ·'.:; · ·· and have disappeared as ~ 

It \•IOUlcl be err~heous therefore: ;to 
._\ 

€qua t e all the:: dc:.;c:or.d:!Z!tb 
' •: :. o o ~ ~I :. J '0 ~ 

• o,f · the Protestant Irish immigrants ·.-d th i·~t'p~Vei.~i~h~; ci 1-:Y.>l'~t-~i~~ e;~:t 
. • •,• ( ', _, ' • ";, I}' .. t' ' 

. • • 'l' 

builders·~ -AHd.rew r.tellon · ,· ,· .... . ~ '\ -"' .. 

and Henry Ford--were exceptional figures, ve ·• 
,• I 

been highly successful if less conbpicllO'".S. ... 
' . 
' . . 

il 

'·' ' .. .,, 
. ... ,:, 

,i ·. . 

The predominantly ProtP~l~nt immig=.;.t.iori 'ebbed . 
·: :; :: ., . ·i 4-

Imm.igration fror.1 r~edOitdnantly C~th..Jllc ·a::.eas ., after 1820. 

began to increas~o It reacneJ ~ ~e~k with t~e oar~t '6f t 
.. • · • :· 4 

Great Famine in 1845 and coPtL:tu~d ~trong for severa l decad~s . , ' ( 

thereafter. Between the united states censuB ·or 1820 a'nd. that 

of 19 30--\"t";en irrunigra t ion to the Ui~ i ted States almost came ,to 

a stop because of th~ Great Depres~1on--five and one-hal~ . 
-r :•. • .... .. 

million Irish people emigrated to the United States~ 
I • • 

~ 

'·~ : ·-~ 
. . 

• I 

.·. -· 
, .. 

, . . . ~ 
.·.r 

. .. 

', 
' 

' ;,•" .. 

· ·•-r-

, ".---~------------"----
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'ro measure quantitatively the prose,nee af"' the 

Irish in A!l:ll3r ican life today i& virtuul i1 
':J I, , i ~ : ... ~'. ~ 

. ,,' .. ~ ., ... . ' ,\ ~:I 

in dis'':EynihlG corr.muni t. ies in ~bc of them survives 

areas of Ncrth Carolina, 

\ .. ,. 
• 'I., , • I.- .: "l ' .. \. . ~ . ~ ... ' 

~'1e 't: ~ Vb~qini '; 
... ". . T • 

'.~ ~;;;. ;" . <~ .! .~~i.i 

the direct 0'£ tne l?iOi'~{.:r.6 

' . 

They are 
• ::' • ;), .. \ ,I' 

"'f t ' 

Revolutionary War Period. 

Irish have over th~ 

vtne~ Americans of English , 

But the greGi t.er tl"~'"':\!)r.. r. l);:'c,' 

generations 
'.' 

, " ", " , • ',I 
German 'or other 

" ., .: .1 ~ 
:.~. '. , 

dist 5.nct ethnic ' grOlJp .. ":<';~: I. t 

therefore' to equate 

, , 
>w' 
" '1 

-.!" 

., .1, 'If I ~ ). 

<=>,f · the Protestant Irish immigrants ' .. /i th imp~vet"i!::h:3a lno\''''i .tt\i~,e·~ 'f' • 
.. "'", 

" , 
1/ :'". 
.. 'J. 

after 

Ford--were exceptional figures, 

highly successful if" less 

The predominantly P!"ote:;t~nt irnrnig= .:..:tior~ ebbed, 

IB20. Immigration 
.~ ,. ;: : J,!.. ., ) .: 1 ... ~ .. ; 

fror.1 r-~€'doildnantly Ci!.thol-ic a;:cas , 
'. ,~ 

• It. : 

began to increase., It reacr.e(1 (1 peuk wi t.h 't!'le O~'Hlc'l" 'of ' th~ ,' 

Great Famine in 1845 and coptl.HUE-!Q ~t:con9 fo}." c.:e'teral decades 
.~ . 

~ ',..' 

• ! 

. " 
'" ,': . ' 

thereafter. Between the United btates census 'of 1820 and,that 

of 1930--wt'ten irrunigrat ion to the U;~i ted States almos t came ,to 

a stop because of the Great Depres:'ion--five and one-half . 
• -r .", , ,~ 

• I'. 
Stateso o ! ~ \ . million Irish people emigrated to the United "':, .~' 

, I , , 
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, " .. ',. 
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" 
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The growing strength of the Ame:z:·ica.n Iris h was . 

~ •• t 

One was in the e a rly 1880's~ 
,I,. 

Money raised i~ the United States ena,bled Michv.e L Davitt 
' . t 

·' 

.. •.. 
'. 

.. \. ... 
Land Leaque whose -agitation br0ught about 

I . 

~: ... 

land reforms. The American Irish in the · ~arne · 

a 10,000-miJe tour of the Un ite d State~ 

Charles Ste\vart Parnell and obtained for hir11 an inv{tfit::: ·~~&, 

' to addre:,;s the House of Repre& e ntatives J;in Washington. ·. , •\. 
'· 

. ,. 

\ , - .. • .1.. . : '. • ! ' ' . . 
'' ~ · .. in the period from J 916 to 192J pref' s ure 

I.::-ish opinion was inntrume nt.al in ):>6 ·~;;uadin:J· 

;· British authorities to spare the lives o f Ec.mon DeVal era and 

others involved in the 
· . .. 

Easter Rising. DeValera in 1919-?' : . 
•. 

< 

. ... ~ ..... . ·. , .. 
• : •I 

• ~l , ~ 

.. 
' 

. .. .'(.._ ... , 

·'"'· •· 
• I 6"'•"' 1 f'' 

... ·:·. ,!.:'1.; . 
~ ' . ·: .. 

I o ~.' ' 

.. 

. ,. . ' 
,r• 

• . , . 

.. 
r I ' 

··''' 
. , 
:;', ~ . 

·' 

.. 
'I 

also toured the United 
•• . • t • • • .... • 1 • , •• :' 

States, speaking. to la~ gc.: c:-:owdc a;.·· 
. '·. 

rais ing substantial Sl:Jns of money ~or the nat iOI)r.l.ist 
. ' 

·.~ · in this country .. in the months leaa ing ·dp i t .<; ~_'t.'llc . 
', • l 

Finnlly, 

¥ . Anglo-Irish peaCf~ ... 
I • 

tlt!aty of Deccrrber,' 1921, one o:: ~he · ..:~ ~tc~- !..~ 
I 

influencing Lloyd George to reach a peaceful settlen~~t ~~~ ... 
;.. ·· · ... his desire to conciliate American opinion. ·. . ·. ...< ~ . ., . .-: ' 

:·. .! 

· ' I ' •I 

.. 
: . .... . . 

Two points are worth making about these intervcc ~ion ~ 

by the American Irish. First, although they were free wi·t!'l . - . 

advice--people \o~ho give money usually are--they did not c a l.: 

·, 

'• 

.. . ' . . ' 
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.. 
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The strength of the Amer-ica n Iris h was ' ": 
~, 

" 
..... . . 

not, l1ecisive--at t,,,o crit3.cal moments 
- 0- , • 

< 
" I .~. t. 

., ,,' . ... Ir 

" 
", " ... 

in the history of Ireland. One was in the early 1 88 0' s ~ 
.'l f 

• I •• ~ to, ' • • '; " .. ~, 
, I "' ,I • ~ • "" <I.' : • 

the United Sta 'l:es ena,bled Mic hD,e, l Davitt , ,\. , ~ , ," ,,~', -,~: ": rt, , 
orgeni7.e the Ldnd Leaque whc)se ,agitation bruught about \ " '", ,i\j;' . \ 

~"'1 ". ) ~ .'" ; o~. 
,. ,'" ,.:. ~~ . 

,\ 
'rhe American Iris h in t he ' s:ame 

10,OOO-mi.le tour of the Un ited , State'~ , ': , 
• ;. ~ ,t' 

,.' ... 
Stewart Parnell and obt ained for ~iru an iri~i~~~~~~ 

~ ... . ... , t 

t~e House of Repre&e ntatives i/in \ilashin9to~. , '\' 
" 

. , . 
~ , .oJ",~ , 
4, ,;.' 
: .. I :." , . 

;"1" I'
j 
.\;~~. '. \ ,.. . .::1:\. ~ .. ' : 

i 

.'~ i 

.: If' 
~, .. 
, . 

. , 

l\.gal.n in 

t' 
, .. , 

~ ~ ~ .... . 
the period from J916 to 1921, press ure 

, ,-
"" f • 

, t r om Ame rican I.::-ish opinion was infitrume nt.al ' in per~uadin:;l' ":' . 
:' British author ities to spare the lives o f EQ~on DeVal era und 

others involved in the Easter Rising. 
.'. ~ ' .I.:, :.::/ ", •. :. 

crowd:: a!''.'' , toured the United States, speaking' to la~~~ 
I', I. i ~ . " , ~ 

',rais ing substant ia1 sums of money tor the n a 'tiOl).r,llst C ;"'l.~:: 

. " 

,~ 

• I .. 
, 

• " 'f 
~ , 

, 
! 

~"4 t " '\ "; • 

Fin~lly, in the months leading 'tip ; t ,:,; _ t~lt(": , ' in this country .. 
;'. 

" , 

\ t •• ,.' 

pea ce Cl eaty of December " 1921, one o f. " ~he ::;1':;tC:..· ~-t ' '. 
i ~ .. ' I , 

influencing L10yd G::-orge to reach a peaceful settle~e~t ~~~ 
" . 

" ~ .... :' ,:~;,: 
; ' . t .. ' "\ 

., ,! ' :' ,f,' ° 

his - desire to conciliate American opinion. 
" " ......... \ 

.' I .. ./ 

,', 

Two points are worth making about these intervcr. ~,i.on .... 

by the American Irish . First , al tho~gh they were free wi 'ch 

advice--peop1e who g~ ve money usually are--they d:td not c a t -;, 

" 

t' 
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tune, 

~. 

ParnC"J1 

··11-

' 
' 

zr.ade .the~ critical deci~ions. 

!.>£~cause 

knew the facts first-hand. 

!...# ·, \ 

.·~~ 
success or failure and they cx~rcised that 

' . 
Se~ondly, although the Irish 

·. ~·: 
• • I ~~ ... #' • 

'.I j" r· ••' ~ • • ' , .. 

~:~ ~~: ''\ " ' . . ... " ~ . 
,.. ~ ~ • I 'j. •: ;I ~·, ~ I ,. ' 

who .· - ~er•Z! ....... I 

~' . •. , . ' ,• ·. 

w~re in the forefront, it \'lOUld 
. . . ... ·· .. ~.\(J ~?~ ;·~ :. 

be '"rong to answns .. ,. ··. 
,,. ~.. .:~'·~·· •• 1'' 

sup~ort fer, Irish nationalisn was exclusivel~l ,, 'catho·~~~~ .. ,· ;· .. 
\ 'I ~- I"' • 

enterp.c!..se. On e~e contra.cy, m~ny Amc .dcan Irish -~f. P.r~:i;,c~a ni·. 
~ • • ' l i#-"' : ' • 

:-: b~ckground as well as many uther P..rn~.cic:Cin3 who had no. F,.:<(!rS~"''ri.1\l , 
·'~ • ' • ~ l . • /~ • ~ .: 

or famil~r connections w.:i th In~ land at. all \'tere d~cply i~t~::;:;st.ed ... 
' •' ' . 

. , Irel~nd~s str~ggle for national independence ~as seen as a J; 
. ; " ~ . . . .. : {• .:· '·: 

·· typically libe!"c'll ba1:tle by an oppressed people. the a~e· ····.-· 
'•\ . • ' ;·.·... •. . .t.. •• • 

.' enthusia..om rha ·:.. g..;:-e~t!='CI. 'l?ar.nell han earl i(>r grc-2ted: ·y~ui~ :~ 1 
,' J.'l ., I 

+:b::: Hungarian li.~)erator, and--in i:l.Le ·J a·ter: t>er.!o ·-
1 ''\' ': • J, 

... .. 
\>1hen thl3y a<.:hievod in- ,. 

'\fter World N.:.ir I. 
•" ,,. 

lf we come dowa to the present ~o th~ 

o I ·i 0 ... ~ : •• :. f f 

~~~· ~·. ', • :. 1 :: .... ·•., ..... ~· '-~;: 
• • : ':, .. ; ·.. ~ ~·.'! \' .. ~ 

:;~· ..... ; . - \ .. . ... 
S-L 

viol'ence and 

political i.nstability that now trouble the !1orth, we can 

. '· 

'.,. 
· ... 

I'. 

.. , .. 

.. 
, .. 

first say ~hat the turmoil of 
,, 

recent years has caught Americs.na, 
~ ' ~ I 1,• 

..... '~ .. 
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ParnC"Jl and Davitt and, later, DeValera · a",d 
, 

n:ade .t:h(~ er it ical dec lE ions. That wati 

. : should be l>ecaus c they 'were the m~m who we~e on 

... i ' . " .' , i I ',' t ' "', .. ,l 
They bore the : resPC?'lo .i.!:>i::';f. ~~'" ": {'~.,~ I 

,' ,' 

and knew the facts first-hand. 

success 
! 

or failure 

'! .. .. 
and 

..~~ .... -: ,.tfr" ~. 'i ~' ;',1' .... {~).:.: ".JoJ 
they cx~rcised that r.espC>iudb.i.1'5,ty. , ... ; .. ',', ::.1 

: ''', /~:': l!:,';, ,'t:

i
i 

, .. ", 

'f, ' '. I . ,''''' . , 
t • . .; _~ . ~ .,'" "'~. -4.' ~ 11 

Secondly, the Irish although 

w~re in the forefront, it "lOuld ' be . ~"Irong " to,' a6s~~·:" ' ~ ·· 1::>: ,,~,"t: 

sl.lp!,>ort fer Irish nationaljsn was 

enterpL'ise. On contrary, ffiQny Amc.dcan Ir.ish 6£ Pro\;c r .. nt. 
"', l - : ' A ! \.~ 

:~background as \'Jell 
• 

as many uther had ,,:~'({ ie~5~'1I~ l"~ ," ' 
" , • I ,4 

<i- , -'," , 1, t · .or " .• ':, • . :- ', 
d~cply in:t,,:..:.c6·~ i; od. or family connections wjth Ir8land at all \-ler,e 

... ~ 'l ." ; , 
.' ' 

" 

,'Ireland 1 s stn'ggle for nationaJ. independence '''ilS seen as a . ". 
~ ~ \ .. . ~:. -.. 

libe~a) ba1:tle by an oppressed people. tb"e ' glam'e"<. .. ' 
" 'I ' 0', .; I 0(" 1 •• I ~ ' . ~ ~' • 

enthusiasm rha ,:. gre~t.~c!' "l:'ar.nell han earl iear 9rc~ted ' ~uis:;1(' 

-. 

,I 
I, .. , " 

t " :1" ~."; , 

'Kossuth, +:b:: Hungarian and--;i.n J ate:i:, t>erio .- > 

'''' ' . .1. 
i:ho 

" T 

, i 

welcomb~ Poland and C~echoslovakia when 
, ' 

''' . 

. , 
" . -. 
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1f we come dowu to the present to the' violence and 

first say t:hat the turmoil of recent ye~rs has caught 
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I' 
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bc~h Irish and non-Irish. by surprise. 

,I 

' ... 

P~s · l.·ecently as 

I •' · 

., . ; 

fen years ago in 1967 wh~n .. . '·} I was askE-d by t"-11.e ec:ii tot' of a 
' I 

.. . 

. ~ . 
leading magazin~ in New York to write a traaitioanl St. · 

Day article about Ireland, !.could not ~e=o~ade 
,~· • ~ 0 • 

> •• . 

.-t_ . 
th~ North · th~r6 w~s him that beneath the surface calm in 

(. 

between the two comrnurd.t:ic~; and 3erious px·oblems · ·. 

would someday have ·:::o be sorted c. ut ~ He.a&sumed ' as 0
0 I ~ i 

'; :• 
,, •, 

Am~ricans did that "the Irish pr..:-b:i.em" I,ad all been 
~ i: . ... ~ . . 

.,, •• rr1 

•. 

nearly 50 years earlier. 

\\ 
\ \ 

Unfv:rtunately, 

. ' 
I -

. . . 
it require.j t.he horror of 

Sunday" and scores of fratricid3l killingP 

r. 

h. 

. ·.·~·~'' .. : . }" . .. .,· . 
. ' . .. . ~ .. ' .. :(::. 
t .., • .-~ • 

t-erry·' u: 
I ,'' . ": 

in th~ ... 
... . : .. . ;. 

North to dispel illusions. At fir~t .. ,nanv Am~:r:ic:tn ,J:riah ·· · · 
.. '1, ••••• 

identified th~ troubles that broke 01~:.. i~ 11J6Pj-6S a~~:~ ... :-;··, .. ·: 

renewal of the war for independeuc~. 

control of 26 cour.ti ('!S t..•<..re no"' t0 bo ·):)~rau' d~a ··.·. 

P.ernd.dette De~tlin, y6~~·w.ill ' , 
:' • I ' ~ • "\. 

• ·,1 

to yield up the remaining sh~. 

recall, made a money-raising tour. vf the Unitecl 3tates · .~· 
·-. 

shortly after her flamboyant entry ir. to the HOUdE: ':!£ Commons; 

She was at first perceived by many Am~rican Iri::;.h as another 

Countc::;s 1-'..arkievicz or Maud Gonne r.:!·n,e to trumpet a call for 

a fresh crusade. Vietnam was then tu~men~inq my co~ntry. 

Would not Britain have to withdraw frJrn Irel~nd as the U.S • 

eventually had to withdraw rn.·~ Vie~.~ta!l!? 
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both Irish and non-Irish. by surprise. 
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~ .. s ' ~ecently aa 

t e n years ago ~n 1967 wh~n I was askpd by tici ~ditoi of a 
\ !.~ • ~ , 

.. , . 
magazin~ in New York to write a traditioanl St. . " 

Day article 
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I c()uld not r::e::g '.la de .;l.~. !. ' 

:t ' 
l:hf! North . the-re. .r£\s > ' , , 

'bitterness between the two conunul1itic ~.; and 3erious problems' 

that w0111d someday have '::-'0 be sorted c.ut~ He a~sumed \lS '" ~: .. : 
',' ... 

Am.?ricans did that "the Irish pr0blem" l,ad all ' been" 

',,'solved nea rly 50 years earlier. ! . 
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But time and events educated ev£ryone 
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both historical and r.oP te111po.c ry ~ and ·: 
. • . . ·:;.!. ... .. ··"~" 

.that the situation · ·~n 'chc Nort h .. is ccrilp l ex . . 
~ r l ('~ ~,. 

' ' . 
that both communiti~s there ha ve valid c la ims 

' . 
t have .. · 

be recognized and reconciled. 
·:J. .. 

': .1' 

. ,. .. . ., 

' .. 

as 

I .. 
I'" 

I '• 

I; ... 
' . ... 

. ' . ;· 
... 

The American position toda~! is ~H~entia.lil· i:.he . 

it was in the days of ParnelJ and Davi tt and ' aga i n. 

. ~ ... 
l : -:., 

~ , • , t f I • • • 

those of Griffith and DeValera. 1-..:u.-2ricans are ;."nt.er este.:i 

only the Iris~ 
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people themse i V3S c ar.. "1'\ake the C:l.-it.'icai'' ·· 
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; ·i~. flo ~- \ .. :- • .. < . .. 

Unionist }Jarties, the Alliance Party, and. the Sr .. cia 1 D~n o- · ; . ·~.· . 
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.,. 

as th0. Government in Dubiin ~ · 
·.•. ·. 

.· . ;•• ,; 

c ... rter has said, .. "The only per!nanent sGl t t:i<>t1. \:il~. i. ·, l 
; • ., .. '!A~ • . . . . ~ .. 

from the people who live therA. ·rher~ :tre .lo, vt:')lutic'~.-~ 

cuts icers can impose." ·. '• 
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. interest extends well beyotld the vi·J ".ble Iri !>h conu-nun'i ty that 
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parades on St~ Patrick ' s Day. ?~2sident Carte~ who has 

Protestant Irish ancestors personif~es that broader national 

·· interest. Unlike President Woodrow Wilson ~h~ in 1919-20 
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; unwisely turned his back on the Irish problem , !?res ident 
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declared in his August staterr.cnt: ''Aitlerican s£ are , .. 
deeply concerned about the continui~g ~on~lict and violence 
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Northern Ireland." Furthermore, . he st'~ted that ·it' the 
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in the North with the ·help of the British .< ~·:5~· 
\ ' I: ' ~ • ~· • •' ~).'. ' 

poli tical· __ r.;cttlement 

conununities 

Irich governments could reach a 

"the u.s. Government would be p·r·15'ared. to jo~.n. with:· .•. , ....... :~ 
,; · .;:;~ ;·~r.~ ::··~ , , ,. ';. • ~ ,.·.~ · ,.\" ,f,~, ·~ .. 

to see how additional jo!:>-creating invesi:ment could ',:: · ·· • 
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encoure~qcd." 
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doing everyti.lL'1a that legally can be done to diaco\l:.:.;.v~ ~ 

serves to finance violence OVPt' here-!~ ·· ~\ . 
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has tu be seen in perspective. 
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t.he American Irir;h ha,:e never given a dollar to sGpt;.l')r{· . 
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There j s a hard cor~ o:e- Irish 1\l.i\er,icans .:ho do 

with the Provos. They are mad~ up prerlomi.~.anti~··~.~ , :".~ 

~ t. 0 

I 

groups •. One; is a dwindling band of ~ld-tim ~s ~10 
.., ~ I ~ .. 

still fighLing the battl~s nf the 1920's- l\fi.:cr .the · 
~ -· ~ .. . .~ 

I o 

civil war er.ded, it is estimated 

men who had been on 
~· 0 0 

the United St~te~, mostly h"~ ~ew York •. i. 

of tbese veterans, 

from recent immigr~~ts 
' \ . 

Staees in the 
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. .· . 
\ . '·'. 

20 ye:-:.rs after World \V'ar. XX/. 
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of t!1eru trom the North. Ha v.:ing c.:)me recent.ly ·.from .. ·:~ 
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i:hey have their own ·;rj ew of e·,rcn i:s there nd~.f'l~e 
1( 
.~ .. ..... 
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~·./t,_ 

' I, 

\ . 
''I 

. . 
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pr~~ortiln of the 15 million to 
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or. ·che basis of a wide range of American i aues. But .. ... , . ... ., .. 
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