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:l'l'i\'l'D.Jml' 'r BY TIU<; SECRETARY 01'' STATE FOR NORTr,lli;RN IRELAND, 'rlili R1' HON ROY MASON MP 

'rhe disruption whioh has been threatened by the Unionist Action Council le by 

Mr Paisley and Mr Baird has now begun. 

Public reaction has been to carry on with normal activity; for workers to ~o to 

work and for management to keep business going. This is absolute~ vital if we are 

to hnve any hope of maintaining economic and industrial stability and progress in 

t11e Province. 

'!'he rejection, by all sections of the community, of' disruptive action is reflected 

in the determination of people to get on with their normal life. Ronda have been 

kept open, traf'f'io is flowing, electricity supplies are normal, petrol is being 

supplied as usual, children are at &ohool and the wheels of industry are turning. 

The people of the .Province are showing that they are not prepared to jeopardise the 

ruture or the Province by willingly joining those who a.re hell-bent on destroyin t; it. 

a determined ef'1'ort is being made, by the use of widespread intimidation and terror

isin r., of the community, to prevent people going about their normal business and 

attending their pla.oes of work. 

In the House of Commons ye aterday, I made it clear that the Government intenied to 

be firm and resolute in the face of intimidation and provocation. 'l'he Royal Ulster 

Con.:.tubulu.ry lias acted with firmness and determination to ensure as f'nr as is possible 

tnu.t people nre not intimidated and prevented from carrying on their normal activities. 

They ctUUJot l>e everywhere at all times. 
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'file disruption which has been threatened by the Unionist Aotion Council le by 

Mr .Paisley and ~lr Baird has now begun. 

Public reaotion has been to carry on with normal activity; for workers to 60 to 

work and for management to keep business going. This is absolute~ vital if we are 

to have a:n:y !lope of maintaining eoonomio and industrial stability and progress in 

ttle Province. 

The rejection, by all seotions of the oommunity, 01' disruptive aotion is reflected 

in the detennination of people to get on with their normal lit'e. Roads have been 

kept open, tra.f'f'io is flowing, eleotrioity supplies are normal, petrol is being 

supplied as usual, ohildren are at &ohool and the wheels of industry are turning. 

TILe people of tile PrOvince are showing that they are not prepared to jeopardise the 

future or the Province by willingly jOining those who are hell-bent on destroyin G it. 

a determined efTort is being made, by the use of widespread intimidation and terror

isinb 01' the oommunity, to prevent people going about their normal business 8l1d 

attending their plaoes of work. 

In the House of Commons yesterday, I made it clear that the Government inten~d to 

be firm and resolute in the face of intimidation and provocation. 'rhe Royal Ulster 

Con!) tubulllry Ilas aot.a. with firmness and detennination to ensure as far as is possible 

tllut people tu'e not intimidated and prevented from oarrying on their normal aotivities~ 

They oannot be everywhere at all times. 
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w110 are leadinc tliis Cl.lffi Jlaien, and especially those who claim to respect the 

witll Gr~at .Uritain and the Parliament of the United Kingdom must be cle11rly 

awuro 01· Lhe consequences of' tileir acti cnsQ 1'he Provisional IRA, who are t he 

: rinciptd ano mies of this corn ·nunity, will welcome the divers i on of tne security 

.L'urcu !i from tueir vital task of comb&t:in£5 crime. 

The Government wus yesterday given the full supJlOrt of Parliament j n the act ion 

proposed to deal with the threatened disruption. 

I it a.ve said before and I repeat: the Government and t he secur1.ty forces wi l l d o 

everythinc; in t11eir power to protect and assist those who are t hreatened and 

intimidated. I have prepared the necessary resources to carry on vi tal services i f 

t hat i s required. ::ipecialist servicemen are availa ble to malt t a in mini,aal service s 

e s sential to tue life of the community and oi' individual citizens. I must towever 

make it cl ear t t1at action by Government alone cannot ensure t.1e continuance of 

normal l.l.viu £5 standards. It requires the supl'ort of people wno are uetermined to 

rosist t lu:l int i miuat ion and bullyine; WHich in the SlJOrt-term coula. be widespread. 

l t must, uo wever, be borne in InJnd that al l. sections of' trae corruuw1ity nave JlLtblicly 

r ulludiated t lte actions WttiCll are bein~ taken today by tne followers of J,lessrs Pais ley 

and .U aird. 'l'hat repudiation will be sustained. 

H.l 2. 
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