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AMDASAIO NA hEIRCANN, l ONOAIN 

IRISH EMBASSY, l.ONOON. 

;} )f February 1976 

Secretary 
Dopn.rtnent of J?oreicn Affairs 

/ / 
li'or the at t c:1tion of ·:r Gearoid 0 ·1roin 

During the couroe of a lon~:; converca tion on Uedncsday nic;i1t ui th 

H'lrold ::cCur;l::er , the UL"UC'n Chief .. 11ip at .fcatninstcr , t1e point cn.':'le 

q • .L.e liYo 1 tl t i f t~1C lJ"fl~.;C.;al t•n.;On.; nt parJ.;•r ucroc::: Ul" . c v:.r y :n · uany !'le~.:!)ero o • , , ... ... u ... ....., _ ., 

have for some time been very dicillusioned about their !>Osition ~nd role 

in the Ut:l'C c.nd·,wuld '.-Fich at an e..'"lrly ntac;e to r~nsert the pnrty ' s 

posi tio:1 as tl:o .:1uthentic voice of Unionica and hopefully rer;~in thei:::: 

traditior.al hold 0.1 the oyeruhclninc rr:ajorit:,• of lo:;:alistc . i:any indeed., 

includinG ::cC;Jsker, nou sa·.: no reason, uith the endinG of "!:ho Convention. 

uhy the Coali tj_on fJhou.ld continue in boin;; o.nd they hoped the. t this 

general vieu 11ould receive its firnt vuc;ue and tentative endorner:.ent at a 

:J})Ccially ccnvenccl ncot:i.nc of Official unionict Convention i:c:::l::c::::c anc! :.Ps 

in I3elfact on Sutu1·day (28th) , 'l'hc ncetins he.d been called r.n~ u.r::::ant;ed 

by .. CC'.l.O::or ancl HOttld be cr..airc:d. by Jit1 :: ol:,-ne2.U:< . .\s inclicaJ,;ed , 'ho~:CV(.;:::: , 

the oove ~1;ay fro:., the Cooli tion '.iould be a eradual o:te an<l , al tl~ouch 

LcCusker 1r~c v<:.c;ue on this , I fornccl the i;~1preosion J.;ha t oJD. turcLay 1 s r:!eetinc 

uould most lil~oly be of the ki tc flyinr; V2.riety. 

If the Coalition did break up, this 1vould nrorobly mec.n the tlcparturo 

fro:n tl.c scene of Juird 1 s party , uhoso mmber3 uould ei thor o:pt out of 

politics or be sub::>l1!!:.Cd 'Jy the Officio.l 'Unionicts or - pcrha:G more li:\:el;r -

by the DUP. I nicht ncntion hero that ::cet•nl~cr ti.!inks th.::!. t Bo.ird in q,-.ti tc 

mad and tret O'lCrnll his influence , t!10uc.~ fair1y lioitcd , in couplctely 

neeative and ;mhclpfulo .. 
AfJ rccards Vrul(."\t.:~.rd , LcC~ker <loon not believe that they hD.vo any hope of 

a ttractinc support fron the other Uni oni 8 t !urlie:...: end th:d; Gro.ic in 

private is bclnc uildly ovcr-opti.r .. istic ebout the potcntinl otrcnc;th of 

hio croup. Craic ' n crcat ni:Jt.:l.l:c ,1::13 not to have united until the U"l:f 

follo;rin.:; the <lcbnto on t Le ConvcJ:tion 1\cport at ·.restminator to float 

hi 1 f · ., ...... · •·e ''"' "' • 1· •-·tic s propoca or cncrgency coalition. Hiu v~cus 011 .. en uLlll1!3" :r ·• .... "" """ 

to the .tcport \/Ould be occn to hllvc been vintlicn ted and he JJit;ht ucll h .. "'.vo 

attracted m.tbotnntinl :1uppo1:t . r:·1on quite :recently, a prominm1t: 1.'1CJ:!bcr 

of DUP hncl ~mid to EcCusl:or th.'lt , if tho t:Lmin~ h.'ld boon richt , ho 1rould 

have boon propu ·cd to lenu l1in otrpporl to tho ide;a of omorc;oncy crolition, 

as l enGt until he: am: hc..r it uor:'ou out. 
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IRISH EMBASSY, LONDON. 

;;; r February 1976 

Secretary 
Dopartuent of Foroicn Affairs 

/ / 
Por the nec:~tion of ;'r GC"lroid 0 '1l.'o:in 

DurinG the courne of 0. lone; converco.tion on Uednecdny nicht uith 

Hnro1d ::cCuckor, thc t ~IC ' 0 Chicf ,:hip 0.1. ,[c:;tnins tor , t le point erne 

acro::;o qui tc . cle1.r1y t1:n1. ~ny !:!e:.1bero of tile fficia1 l:nioniot p.'lrJ~:r 

havc for sone ti:.ne been very dioilluoioned about their poci tion cnd role 

in the m:rc c.nd'lwuld Hioh at an e.'1rly otD.[(C to reaonert thc pc.rty lo 

positio!1 as tl:c authentic voice of Dnioniml and hopefully rccuin t:-.ci ' 

traditional 1 old Oi the ovcrlihelnirc n:ajorit:,' of loyalisb . i:c.ny indeed., 

includinc ::eC,lsker, nO\T sail no reus on, uith the cndinG of tho Convcntion, 

\lhy the Coali bon ::;hould continue in bein,"; and thcy hoped that this 

gcneral viCH "ottld receh'e its firot vnCUe and tcntative endorsenent nt i1 

cpecially convened aeetinc of Officiul unionict Convention i:a:cc,,::: [me. :~ s 

in 3elfa.:;t on S:::. tUl.'d~y (28th). ':.'hc meetins h:?,d 'oeen called c.n~ c.rr:!n~;ed 

by .,CC-.. lD:~cr ano. YTould be c:.aired. by Jin :·;oljrn~u.'{ . :,s inciicatcd, r.o~:ev.:::r , 

the oove '::l;<1y fro!'l the Cenli tion 1Iould be a (,'radual one and , altho·...:Ch 

LcCusker 1n::; vc.euc on thi::; , I forf~c<.l the :il:lprension that ..xl turci.ny ' ::; L~ectil1G 

\/ould cost likely be of the kite flyinG vc.riety . 

If the Cenli tioll did brrok up , thin \,ould prorobly mean the departuro 

fro:n the Dcene of :laird ' s party , '('lOSO m€Cbers uould ei the ... opt out of 

politics or be subotm:.ed by tte Official linioni::;t::; or - perha_ c more li~.;:el:,· -

by the DUP . I niGht nention hore that ;:cCu!llwr ti:inks tll!lt 30.ird in q-,tite 

mad and thv. t overall his influence, thouc;.'-1 fair) y linited , in co: .pletely 

neeative and unhelpful . , . 
As r egards VnnL,"lt.:lrd , I cCU!;ker do en not boli ove th:1. t they hD. vo any hope of 

attractil'_G cupport froc\ the other Unioni'1i r.n'Lio~ c.nu that i]rnic in 

private is beinG 1Tildly over-optini3tic about the potentinl otrenet11 of 

hi::; croup . CmiC ' ::; crrot ni3bl-::e 11:13 not to lw.ve united until 1.1\0 U'lY 

follo~l:iJl [; the debate on tho Convention \oport at ,;est:!l:iJ1Oior to flo..'lt 

his propo:::al for ~ergency coalition . Hiu viC\i3 on .. entuinoLer ' n nttit-olJc 

to the ~'cport lIould bo occn to hllve bcon \rintlicn ted and he l:lieht lIcll h .. 'I.Vu 

0. ttractod ollb3tD.lltj.nl nUP1)0l:t . ~:',ron quite :reccntly, 0. promincn \; mel"bcr 

of DUP had said to EeCusl:or th.'lt , if tho timine had bocn riGht, ho "10u1d 

hllvo becn propu eu to lonu hin Qupporl to tho idoo. of emorconcy cculi tion, 

ClD l ooot IUltil h(: unll hO'.1 it Hor:'(Ju out . 

. .. / ... 
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IrcCuokcr thon itont on to to.lk about tho Alliunco propanol foi: a mitldlo 

tier structt1l'O - tho Council of ~ t;n te - botm.:cn Cabinet c;ovorn1.1en t o nd 

the Connai ttee syotcm. The m cc ho.d boen very in·~ercotou in th:LJ iuro 

and hau 60nc oo far no to have occrct mcotinc;a \Ti th Alliance about it. 

They uould env:i.nac;e the Councn, uhich uouJ.d be coMposed of all lOJ:tios.) 

hnvinc vide:::;:prc.:!d :pmrcr:::, perhal.::; even includinL; security pOi:cro . 

He lms not in a pooi'tion to be noro specific, houcver, ur; the talkrJ 

hnd not developed , princi!"Ully due to J.llinnce inoi::;tinc th::.t t:-e 

Comnittec Chn.inncn Hould hnve ad!:-inistro.tive pouers . l Qi;evcr, i 1 r·rinciple, 

they hn.d been :prep:1rcd to be verr; flcxib1e on the Council 'c po~Tcl·;: a~d, 

in addition, iTOuld have been happy to co~::~pro:.:J.inc on the ai:~o oi' the C~lbinet . 

Other pointe nadc by :icCuokcr l·rhj ch mny be of intorect l·;ere: 

(a) i erlyn Reec hnd caid to hin on .. cdneoda.y th::L t t!1cre uould be "no 

norc Constit1:..t:..o'l:J 11 • !:cC,\wker cnp~..._;,oined that thic ·.;as not just n 

nornal exr,ronsion of c:w.npera tion but tlw. t t.?le ~ccreto.ry of Sta ';;e ':.; tone 

clearly indica ted that he had cot ii.otruction::; froo tile ?r:i.:::.e ::inicter 

to forc;et about salva.Ginc anything froi!l the Convent:..on or its ne::bero for 

some tine to come. 

(b) 'The Ul..i1JC e:·:peeted :·r :~ees to be novcd :;oon but had no iuea ua o !1is 

successor uould be . Their cloor prcfcrer..cc, houcvcr, civo~: that runours 

in the Tiounc hn.d been suct;csting ei t!1er 3 ill Rodcers or .:o:t Ea ".:tol'sle-J, 

uould be for ::~odcers . Eat tersley, they felt , ii3s too clco.rly a~;socia ted 

with tho united Irel~na' ~ ~~ c .... use. 

(c) T:1cy tr.ouc!1t the SDLP had ~<ie a b.;.aic nistake in m::inG security 

as a bo.rcainir.c noint . This n.:tcie necoti:-ttions rTi th the 1.:1rty uuci1 ::1orc 

difficult for ~nioni3t politicio.ns , L~ pcrt~culo.r criven tl1c neeJ to c,rrJ 

their electorf?. te ·n. th then . It \'ffiS unlikely in any eve~t that the 

Governnont l~ould consider !landinc rock necuri ty rcsronsi oili ty to ... tor::10nt 

for a considerable tl.Ill· c t o come. 

(d) John ':.'aylor ' s recent novencnto fron position to po::::ition on policy 

hnd done hi:::: credibility no cood and he lTaS nou held in vcr:f poor e.:Jtecr: 

ui thin the p.:n:ty. 

( o) :r'inD.lly , ; ic:Cunker spoke in slouinc; tomn of our h..'\ndlinc of the 

3tac~ i\mernl. · He had been astounded by our ntn.nd ar..d hnd fow1d it 

particularly '.Telcomc r.nd rresnurinc uo it shoued uhnt Governr.1ent~ collld 

do if they \dnhed. In l!orthern Ireland , by cornpo.rison, the \Tho) e 

... ; ... 
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HcCunker then \Ient on to talk abouL the Allinnco propooal fOI' a 11itIdlo 

tier structur~ - the Council of ~,\;nte - uob/Oen Cabinet c;ovornncnt antI 

the Conn:,i tteo sY:3tcm. Tho l1""cUC hud boen ver'J interosteu in thi~ iJ(),'.l. 

and had gone 00 far ns to have occret meotinc;s \rith Alliance about it. 

Thoy uould envisaGO the Council, \Thich ;IouJd be conposed of all Ih'lr.tioS.,) 

havine lfldeorre::!.d pOiloro, porhal;o even includinG :3ecurity p01:ero. 

Fe lros not in a position to be core specific, hOllover, ~';; the tall:::; 

had not developed , princirally duc to t~linnce inci3tin~ thnt the 

Comnitteo Clminnen \'lould have adr~inistrc..tive !l0uers. HOI:ovor, i'l principle, 

they had been prep:lred to be ver'J flexible on the Council'c pO',le"" n'lc., 

in addition, ltould have boen happy to c~l>ro:;lise on the oi:.o of thc (!,.binct. 

Other pointc endc by:' cCuclcer UJ ich !ll.'ly bc of interest I-io:=e: 

(a) Lerlyn llee~ had said to hie on ,-:edne:::d~y that there lIould be "no 

moro Co!Csti tutiono ". ::cGusker e!ll'h::!.sised tl1.'lt this ;:':3 not just n 

nornal expression of oxc..:::peration but that UlC uccr:et::!.r"J of Sta-:e':; '.:onc 

clearly indioatod that hc had cot i.,ctructiono fron tile ?ri.!:..e ::inistor 

to forcet a.bout 3D.IV<lGine anythincr fron the ConvenEon 0:: its ne:::bers for 

some tine to come. 

(b) 'The U1.iUC eXiected ;:1' .{ces to be noved :.loon but h~d no idea 1i10 !lic 

successor liould Le. Their clear preferer.ce, hO\rever, Give~ that r..:nou"s 

in the HouGe had been sUCi;estillg ei t!1Cr 3ill :-{OOcer::: or .:0:" ::u tter:::le--J , 

,"10uld be for ]odeers. Ea ttersley , they felt, ,;as too clrorly ar;socia tod 

with the united Ireland cause. 

(c) 'l':1CY thouCl1t the S::JL? had rode a b:13ic nisw.ke in usinC security 

as a bo.rcainir.C point . This oao.e nec;oti ':l tions Hi t11 the ! 'lrt utlch ;:lore 

difficult for -monist poU tici(!.l1:3 , i.1l ~rticul1:!.r cri ven tile need to carry 

their electora to 'nth ther] . It \-:as unlikely in any eve:!t th2.t the 

GovernTJor.t \~ould concider h::mdinC back oecurity res1'onsibili ty to ,::tor:lont 

for a considerable time to come . 

(d) John ':'nylor ' s recent oovertento fro!:l position to pooition on policy 

hnd d.one hi::J credibility no cood llnd ho ,ms nol'/ held in vcry poor e teCT: 

\fi thin the party . 

( 0) lo'inD.lly , ;icCuo 'er spoke in ~ louinc tOlD!) of our hnndlin,:j of tho 

3taeG funeral . ' lIo had boen aotoundcd by our otand ar.d had found it 

l)articularly i1elcol!le find roossur lne as it sho\fcd uha t tJovernments could 

do if thoJr 'rished. In l!orthern Iroland , by comparison , the \Thole 

... / .. . 
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structure of lmr o.nd order M.d collup:Jcd nnd on tho vcrJ dn.y thnt 

HO ucrc humilintincr tho l'rovo:J nt l3nllinn, to10lve of thcr:J 'rcre 

opera tine a roo.d block on tho l:e\';ry-Dundo.JJc r o..--.d north of tho bOJ:dcr, 

'1hcro in fact they ohot drod one of hio consti tucnto . 

Dcm ot Gallnc;hcr 
Prc~o and Infon.1ation Counocllor 
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st.ructure of lnH and order had collupood and on tho vor.! dny that 

\'10 \Tere humilia tincr tho Provo:) at Dn llinll, iilOl ve of thCr.l \Tore 

opera tine; a road block on tho Hem:y-LuntbJ.k l'D.'ld north of tho bordor, 

,Thoro in fact thoy ohot dead one of his cOIlntituonto . 

-Dcrmot Galln.Gher 
Pro~s and InfOll.latiol1 Coun::>ollor 
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