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Dear 0can 

Dermot SaJ J aghcr ur.d I hnd cJ.inner earlier this v1eek ui th 

Parold llc~usker. 1'hc follO\·:tng points p1ay be of intcrt>st: 

re seer: the .,onver.tion as no more than n ' tidyinP"-u ' 

op.;rn. tion, rout C:i:n.g off loose ends lef-i; ·tt tl e f · rrt. 

stA!_;e. Bill Craig 's 'l.olunturv'co lition in ¥·ot on . 

The m'.j ori ty poni ticn 1Jad never rnled o~; t :.> co~l i ti<.m 

po~sibility . ~t Jrajg ' s iniLirtivc pro2ucing 

PaisJey's ren.c.!t::..on had cr.e·1ted a ll~'l! sjt·uation oi 
dee:.cllock. 

In his vie\1 u voluntary coalition o~ .. t:!:~c ;:ru.ib ty; e, 

even if it were a poss:l bili t.,r, wo•tld not h· ve 

sufficient loyalis-t me.jori ty .. UJ>J ort to o:::J;:c it 

v/Orkable in prd.ctice. In that situ~tlon t:r.e •. oyaJ.i:Jt 

paraiJilitaries could seriouRly raiR3 their profile. 

It vtas quite illusory to imag.i.r.c U!'1Y political solution 

work in~ to which I-aisley .,.;as o·,poscd - even in 'loyal ' 
opposition. 

Fe is very pessinj Ptic auout .... } e cr '1! •• e;; c "'.;!:c 

secur]ty :forcco ~ettjnf" on to·) :d' t: c f'_;_tu:.._tion u: · t-
ever the irrtr"edir:.te fuf.u"'e :if.v(?J on:· 1 tc·. 

TJ') inflllCiiCC iG l'Cr-li~ib]e - it i.; l.:'1.' 

UD\ f;trlmcth i8 ensc:n1,i· lly c:or·~· ... "t:~tl to 
te!'ri to ·:;. 

: . l Jt te!'. 

The :-mLt• ' :-; cutUn~ dow!' of th..,ir tri s to DubUn 

j<:; lwlpfu1 • ··c F'tn ve-.·:r jnt~ !'c.·tr··cl to l·no·:r ~·rhct.:r '!' 

Dub1.ir1 lJ·,c.J :• p:- 1·t in LhiB ·1 J .. >U''";Cntcd th ·t· tht:y 

should h· v·~ to :;ho·t~ tlp~jr m, ~ret· nJ.in ~ o .. ~,o:rnli:·t 

r~;:1.:n t.••tcn ts ··11J :--up,pj cion.· . ic rcJ licc.t tb· t tile JJ J 1 

made thetr mrr1 cicc::i:~ionr; on whom they w·~r1 t.eu to em t·~c t . 

Dublill w·tnttH1 to m~-dntni.n cOJ1t ct.s ·t<• fully as po.· . .i\113 

ucro~~n tr c bo·1 rd. 
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Dermot SaJ 1 agl- Cl' 

r~rold l.cr;-usknr. 
and I l1:1U d,innol' CiJ.r}j er thi,j .,eek u1 .. h 

';,'ho follol.,.ine pointf; 1'1[Jy be of inter' t: 

re ~ee~ thc ]c,nvent ion He no lorc than a 'tiuyiu -'1. ' 

op~r~tion. rourC:in.n; 0::-<' 100£:0 em a 1 e':'~ 'tt tl e 'r.~t 

st~I';e. Bill Craig's v,olunk,rv'cof lition i<: 'ot on, 

The mr,iority po,3itiol1 'j'~d nev(;r ruled 01,;".; [' co'"'li~;i<.r 

Io,sihiJity, Jut ;raj'5's il,iLir.t-Lvo pro~uciY1G 

}ai~l ey' s ren.ction had Cl'C'd.cd '1 lH~'.1 sj tU~ttion 01' 

de::: ell oel\: 0 

In Lis vic\! ~ VolUllLi.;.I.ry (;I,)'J.lition O~' t~~c ;rui"" t: .. ~ e, 

even if it \1ere a pOGsi bi:i ty I ;:o'lld not 1.' 'le 

Suf:i.'ieient loyalict ::!<' jOl'ity .>L!}I} ort to ~J~c it 

\-Iorl~ablc in lll'aetice o Ir t1.at sttu.:ltLm tT.c _0" J." 

para"1ili taries could seriously r~:if~3 thaj.r J'1'o1'i10 , 

It 'vI[lS qui to illusory to imCl/-;ir.c <1! y poli tieal sohltton 

workin"" to ''''hieh }aisley \;"3 0 'rosed - even in ' loy::.l ' 
°rT'o~d :. ~ 0'1 0 

Fe is very }less"r j::·tic a out ~i (' .} ~~.~CI; C ~h 

COecurj ty 'oreea rot -';inr on t 0' ~,f ~ 1 r. ,"":" tt::. t ' 0'1 'r" . -+-_ , .... v 

l'1)~ inf \lej)~C .i" l.",.]j~iole -.it 1.; C',: t.e''l'iio'':f , 

:JA f;trLngtll j:J efi'~elni': ly ('or' 'J' \,ll. to : . t 1 tlO'l', 

'l'ho :-JD1,l" <'; cui Lj n~ dot,,!, 0 L}l"il' t l" T'~ Lo :,ul,U n 

j 'J 1 ('11 f1l' . .0,.. ""n vrn':! j!1 !'(J"tc·tt Lo 'no',! ~',lIe tor '! ' 

:)u b 11 1" d : t..!l • L tht.:y 

J. rClliCt1 tll'i ti1c JTll 

mu.Je theh' 0'111 do,;i:;,l(Jl1:; on wl ')11 t.he,' Wlllt.Ctl to ,~C. t,\ t • • 

;)uhllll W',n~IlIl 1.0 Lwjllt.nill COI\t.. (;t.u 'l~~ fully an 10 .• .1\ It) 

'lCI'U~!1 tJ (~ !Iv I'd 0 

.I ' , , 
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i e cl~nrly tUnJ ii\C!3 and o i. .. Lruut.~ j '"tlf;:le:y whose 

churc11 in tc1·1:)~;ts, but o ,. cour:1c in a 1 oJ i U ca'l 

dimens.Lon, hn r.;ces as tLc Jattcr' s c:1scnti · 1 

motivntion. 1--e rccoeniFe .... th v·~cuvrn in tnionist 

lc~1don-:hip OIH o::li tion to 1 n.islcy ln~t hnn no ilJ1H> ... ons 

about vest 1 ~ :i r'adequac;y for tl..i:; nnd o!.)'tiously doe en' t 

sec himsulf in the role. lln.rtj n ... rryth ~·ou l u i n l is 

vi e~v lc, d a chall ;nee to 1 aisJ.\.:.Y in su~h · ·my as 

to produce ou.tr:L :ht coni'ron tation i·:hicl. '.;"Otlld be 

the \·rron.::; ap} ron.ch at this tir.c. 

He said Fo\·'ell is very helpJ. ul and a source of much 

useful advice on ' 'estrninster to yo1.1 ecr coll.}ag1.Jes. 

Fis arrogance doesn 1 t shm·r l.n th·1.t 1:ind of relatin.!1 Sl.ir. 

I·e effectively ·dnitted Iovell ' s overridinG influence 

in the Unionists 1 votin~ in tl;.e dev J ·>tion dc"b:tte 

l as t month . ;)orne of t}'e:"''l rnipht h ve :;c>eP r easoT"I to 

sur po1·t the Scot a ··md ··/clsh :a tj on; lis Ls 1 amend:nents 

to ~J e Gover1 >nent 1notj on at the end of the cleln.te 

(n.s Y.:ilfedder iHd) but } o ·ell ' s de··olution line 
'.·ron the day . 

Fe wcs very Jl e~sed witl Bis~s D~vison 1 s v isjt to 

his constitum~cy a few days aso 8nd seems to like 

him · (They had crossed Lhe border a!ld =·.c.Jusk er b= d 

been recoenis ed by a J~rdn near Cmea th) • · C'J.VC he 

finds :!'w rd to size up . _,cave 1 s l~ck of loc·1l 

kno\/leuee makes l iL1 reluctunt to e:q r es s hi; .. . ~elf in 

otrer th[i.l1 .general t e r:.1s . Ec h:..ts 80nsidcrable 

renJ~~t for lees and p~rticular d0testation for 

' .'hi t(.;l ,.., a!1ci i:cn th . l:i lfe<lJe l' is a .. other be tc noire . 

r e rernu.r l ed on ld ~3 o;m aJ most totaJ .it-;norn.>1et3 of 

1i ·c <.tn<l attituden i11 the ~outh . Jn his 0\.'11 constitU ,jiJCY 

he j s often conscious of tho Hay jn \lhich · ~ atholic 
rcfdden'ts arc n closed hook l.o llirt in comJn ricon 

uith l.'::; undcl·:;t·mdi.nrr of }roteAt·lllts 'l' l d theil' attituJ~:1 . 
~ 

I;e · .. nn utterJ.v OJ }1o:;ed to ~~n inderendt.m t Ulr>Ler . In 

a ~ jtu: tion or th~lt kj}\(1 he hiT'\i,t~d ~h··t tho idea of 

:-1 ~H:t •': nlt.c od J 1'0Lt.;~:t·1nt ·oJe in a unj tt.!cl lre1·ull1 

I . .. 
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He clelll'ly d.i:;J 1ke3 and (j.i,ll ~l'u:d,:; j 'I i s1 ey w)Jor::e 

church in tUl"f.:utS, but of courOLl ill 0. lOJi1.jc(L'1 

di'Uension, he Goes as tr.e latter's eosen1.i· 1 

motiv:ltion. } C 1'eco[;ni:;'o" the V'1cuum in Luionist 

ler~del'[:hlp 0In o::;i tion to 1 aisley lmt ha" no i IJ1wionn 

about iest ' s jnadequacy for ~ is n~d ObVlously does~'t 
sec himself in th~ role. l'l[l.rtjll 8fYyth ~!oulu in J i8 

vie;., lead a cl -, il:m~e to J aisJ tJ'y in 3U ch a '\wy as 

to prOdtlce outr:i. 'ht confron i;ution \.,l~icl v[ould be 

thc ,·;ron j ap} roach at tbiG time. 

Pe said lo\·rell i,8 very helpful and a source of much 

useful advice on "estmin. ter to yo ror col1eaetJos. 
--

Fis arrogance doesn't sI,o.., .in t,h'>.'!, l:ind of re] at "iOl!shir. 

Ye effectively d:'1itted 10"/ell ' s overridin.rr influence 

in the Unioni3tc' votin ~ in t10e devolution d00i-l.te 

l ast r'onth. ,)ome of tre", mip-lit lJ~1ve seen reu, on to 

surport the Scots 8.nU ''/018h aUon;'lisGs' amend;nents 

to ne Gover) rnent 1T'0tj on fIt tl:.e cl'ld of the dern te 

(~S ~ilfedder did) ~ut -0 'ell' s devolu~ion ljne 
':ion th e day . 

Fe w"s very rle"sed Hit}, IU[!;~:s !hvi f"o. '3 v':'si t to 

his co~StitUW1Cy a few days seo and seems to like 

him . (They hud crossed the border and ~cJusker had 

been recoe;nised by a ].ardo. near Ome.:lth) . ~ e tve he 

finds hard to size up . .,cave's l~,ck of local 

knO\lledce rrakes 1: im reluctant to exrress him, elf in 

other than general ter:.'ls . :.e }'.:o,s considen ble 

r~spect for it.ees and particular Qvtestation for 

\'hi tela,·, a!1Q I:otl.th . },ilfcuut-r is another be cc noire . 

• 
re relnur eO. on hin o\m uJ "10 ,t tota] ienoral"ce of 

1i"0 and attitudes in tho t;outh . In his o\m constjtutJllcy 

he i orten COl'8Cious of the \'lay in \./hich ,)atholic 

re.'iden\;s arc a closed hoo~' to lli 1'1 j 11 cornp:lri son 

Hi tL 1. i:::; undOl':':; hndinl'l' of l rot'jf't'l!l!'S '1),d their iltti tu' ~f3 . 

l:e ',.,aR ut tar] y orposed to ~1l1 independen t vI'" Ler . In 

a 3itu;1tion of tkl.t kjnd lw hjnt,~d ~h,tt tpo idoa of 

n ,,:u:lr:ltlt.ced ] l~Otl';;t'1I1t 1'OJ0 in Lt Uld tccl ll'cl'md 

10 rnj,"'} L lIot l'(;')li:1e It, 

/ ... 
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he flHid, but t.J is conce11t had been cJ i:1cur.weJ n.monr; 

Unjonjst::;, nnd even by PniGJe:v, ton crc·ttGr d·y;rcc 

thml lve mi•rht i•nap'.ine. It was h:u·d to tel.l rOH 

f n. r . .i n r.; rt .v .l.n r~ t hi G ! h c H't s ~=d J'l1 p 1 y " turn in"': the 

trtbl.cs ., on DO":rer-s} ~- rinn; id c;~ ~ in th c Jonven t ton 
co,.,text . 

Pe mentjonr~tl ~dtl ohv.:.olls sntisL'··r~t:i on his 

represcn tr, ti Onf-l to +!H> ,• orci rrn -:lecret•tT'Y [l UOUt 
fvr., I '...L.t .....,__. ,J... J \.'v...., I. 1 l v ·- ·-> • I t' 1 . 

·.~J ac1y 'Ioal 's problems in visitlnG or no1.se and 

(\/\........,~ vv vV) ·""I subsequr.:.nt interrogf~tion by :Jarda:l . Ee cle"l:rly 

..... 

\ 

en:j oys sur po1·ting 'l'oal' s riel;. ts as a British ci ti~en 

and is look inc; for·.·rard ~:::. th interest to the kind o..f 
1·eply he gets • 

Yours sincerely 

I I 

(i ·-

~inister llenipotentiary 

~~r f1e-1n 'Jon Jon 
h.ssir.tant .]ecrei..;lry 
De par t''1Cnt of Po rei ·-m \ff·d:rs 
~)ubl ir: 2 . 
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be f,nid, 1)11t t.] is co})cept had. ht;:ell j :Jcu:3dcll [:fIlOtJ ~ 

l' jonjr"b-;, ;mcl even by Prt1Gle,V , to a cr':ntcr d '{",rc(' 

th"Tl ''le J11i rrllt L'l'; 'le . It 'Ia" }'~Il'd to t(.:l.l }'O'.'! 

far, in r"ly.Ln rr thin. lIe ir s ~iTnpl y 'I turni ": the 

t~thl cs" (')!' lOHer-!.";}' ri ,.. idc:' in the ";onvention 
context . 

Pe ~ention~cl lith CbV'OIS 8 •. tis:~ction his 

represep t, ti ons to ·.,1' e .: orci"n '::ccratary auout 
'~~ . u 
~ r,"13chy 'foal's prob:'e1 in visitin'; Iortl~ojJ~e ar.(l 

'\ 41"1 sul ~c(luent iIlterrog<:.tior, by ::;nrci~i , Ec cle~..rly 

IL. 

I 

er..;j oys sUI pOl'ting 'roal' s ricl~tG as a Bri ti sI' citizen 

and is 1001: ine fonlard i::' th j.ntercst to the l:ind o~ 
rt:::ply hc "'etR . 

Yours Sincerely 

l:'inister lle ipotcr.tiary 

~,o:r ?e~ Don) on 
J..ssif1t'mt ,jecret;lry 
Dep:n L"'cnt of F'orei 'om 'l.~f·' irs 
~)ub) ir. 2 . 
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