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Preamble 

The Preamble should s1...atc the objectives \·lhich the Cc 1st itution 

Act is designed to achieve. · These should include:-

(a ) the restoration of peuce in Northern Ireland; 

(b) the establishment and maintenance of harmony and 
understanding between all sections of the co~nunity 
in Northern Ireland; 

(c) the carrying through of a programme of economic and 
social reconstruction in Northern Irel~nd; 

(d) respect for the human rights o• every person in 
Northern Ireland; 

(e) the furtherance of the prosperity of 1...he people of 
Northern Ireland; 

(f) the establishment and maintenance of good relations 
between the people of Northern In~land and the people 
of the Republic of Ireland. 

1. General Introductory Section 

The ConsU tution provided for in this Act is a temporary one 

only designed ~o take Northern Ireland out of its present crisis, 

to restore peace, to carry through a programme of economic and 

social reconstruc1...ion and to lay the basis for future peace and 

harmony in Northern Ireland. It is contemplated that this 

Constitution should remain in force for a period of 12 years only 

and that prior to the expiration of this period there will be 

convened a Constitutional Convention to review the operation of this 

Constitution a:1d t.:o make recommendations, if it is thought fit, for 

lhe future government of Northern Ireland. 

I' 
J 
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• 
2. 'l'he Pref~i dent und lhe Counc.i 1 

(a) 'l'h-3 Secretary of State shall appoint from among Her Hajcsty' s 

subjects in Nort.hern Ireland a person who by virl:ue of his standing 

in the coHmluni ty is, j n the opinion of the Secretary of Slate, 

likely to command the widest pos~ible respect in all sections of 

the community in Northern Irclnnd to hold the office of President 

of the Council and to carry out the duties conferred upon him by 

this Constitution and by law. 

(b) There shall be an Advisory Council to advise the President in 

relation to the functions conferred upon him by law. 

(c) The members of the Advisory Council shall be appointed by the 

Presj_dent of the Council and shnll be dravm from persons prominent 

5n the religious, cultural , industrial, agricultural, business or 

commercial life of Northern Ireland or in the sphere of labour 

relations or social services. 

3 . 'I'he Assembly 

(a ) There shall be a Legislative 1\.ssembly for Northern Ireland with 

power to make laws for Northern Ireland . Its competence to make 

l aws will , initiu.lly , be t..he same as that possessed by the former 

p arliament for Northern Ireland under t:he Government of Ireland 

Act 19/0 but its legislative powers may be increasc ... d or extended in 

te manner hereinaf'ler provided for. 

(b ) The Assembly will be composed of m~;wbers elected on the syste.::n 

o f proportional representation used for the election of the present 

Convention and from the same constituencies. An independent 

Boundary Commission wiJl be established to review from time to time , 

according to law , the boundnries of'the constituencies . 
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2. The President and the Council 

(a) 'l'he Secreta.t-y of State shall appoint from among Her r-tajesty IS 

subjects in Northern Ireland a person who by virLue of his standing 

in the community is, in the opinion of the Secretary of State , 
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the community in Northern Ireland to hold the office of President 

of the Council and to carry out Lhe duties conferred upon him by 

this Constitution and by law. 

(b) There shall be an Advisory Council to advise the President in 

relation to the functions conferred upon him by law. 

(c) The members of the Advisory Council shall be appointed by the 

President of the Council and shall be drawn from persons prominent 

5n the religious, cultural, industrial, agricultural, business or 

commercial life of Northern Ireland or in the sphere of labour 

relations or social services. 

3. The Assembly 

(a) 'rhere shall be a Legislative Assembly for Northern Ireland with 

power to make laws for Northern Ireland. Its competence to make 

laws will, initially, be the same as that possessed by the former 

parliament for Northern Ireland under the Government of Ireland 

Act J9?O but its legislative powers may be increased or extended in 

e manner hereinafter provided for. 

(b) The Assembly will be composed of mcwbers elected on the system 

of proportional representation used for Lhe election of the present 

Convention and from the same constituencies. An independent 

Boundary Commission , ... iJ 1 be established to review from time to time, 

according to law, the boundaries of 'the constituencies. 
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(c) A J~egister of poJiticvl parties\ il.J be maintained by the 

Clcrl~ of Lhe Assembly. Pol .iti.cal parties will be permiLtcd to 

register provided their const.itution proclaims support for the 

institutions established by the Constitution r~ct and rejection 

of the usc of force as a mc~ns for achj.eving political ends and, 

provided the party fulfils qualifica·tions estublished by lavl 

relating to its organisation as a political party and i~s ability 

to function throughout Northern Ireland. 

(d) A general election for the Assembly will be held once every 

fivc years, or more often, as may be determined by the Presiocnt 

of the Council. 

(c ) It shall be competent for the Assembly by a resolution 

supported by at least of the total membership of the 

Assembly to petition IIer Majesty ' s Government to extend the 

legislative powers of the Assembly. In the event of any such 

resolution, as aforesaid, huving been passed it shall be 

competent, for Her Majesty , by Order in Council, to extend the 

legislative powers of the Assembly in the manner set out in the 

saia resolution and petition . 
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(c) A register of politicnl parties will be mAintained by the 

Clerl~ of the Assembly. Political parties will be permiLted to 

register provided their consLitution proclaims support for the 

institutions established by the Constitution Act and rej8ction 

of the use of force as a means for achieving political ends and, 

provided the party fulfils qualifications established by law 

relating to its organisatioll as a political party and its ability 

to function throughout Northern Ireland. 

(d) A general election for the Assenilily will be held once every 

five years, or more often , as may be determined by the President 

of the Council . 

(e) It shnll be competent for. the Assembly by a rcsolutjon 

supported by at least of the total membership of the 

Assembly to petition Her Majesty ' s Government to extend the 

legislative powers of the Assembly. In t.he event of any such 

r esolution, as aforesaid, having been passed it shall be 

competent , for Her Majesty , by Order in Council, to ext.end t.he 

legislat.ive powers of the Assembly in the manner set out in the 

said resolution and petition . 
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• 'J • 'rh~ I~xccuti vf' 

A. The Executive power jn Northern Ireland shall, for the purposes 

of this Act, he exercised through the Government of Northern 

Ireland. 

D. (i) The Government of Northern Ire]and shall be responsible 
to the Assembly. 

(ii) The Government shall meet and act as a collective 
authority and sh~ll he colloctively re~ponsible for 
the Departments of State admi11j.stered by members of 
the Government. 

C. (i) The Head of Government shall be called the Prime Minister. 

(ii) The Prime Minister shall keep the President of the 
Cotmcil gener:ally informed of all matters of domestir, 
policy in Northern Ireland. 

D. The President of the Council shall appoint as Prime Minister 

the member of the Assembly who, in the opi!1ion of the President of 

the Council, is most likely to command the widest support in ·the 

Assembly. 

E. The Prime Minister shall appoint the members of the Government 

from among the members of the Asse.mbly . 

. 
F . I t sha\1 be co1npetent for a Prime Minister , or prospective 

Prime Minister , prior to the formation of a Government to enter 

into a written agreement with prospective Ministers or with leaders 

of political parties who are prepared to support his prospective 

g0vernment as to how the Executive power of the government could 

best he exerci sed for an agreed period of years in order to achieve 

some or a l l of the objectives set out in the Preamble to this Act 

and any such agreement , when made , shall be given to and kept by 

t he President of t he Council . 

G. (i) The Prime Minister may resign from office at any time 
by placing his resignatidn in the hands of the President 
of the Council . 

(ii ) Any other member of the Government mav resign from 
office by placing his resignation in Lhc h~nds of the 

l 
Prime Minister for submission to the President of the 
Cot.ncil. 

. . . 
~~ 

, , 
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• " . 'rhe Po 'ccuti "I" 

A. The Executive power in Northern Ireland shall , for the purposes 

of th i s Act , be exercised thro gh tk~ Government of Northern 

I re land. 

B. (i) The Government of Northern Ire l and shal l be respons ible 
to the Assemb ly. 

(ii) The Governmen t sha l l meet and act a s a co lle c tive 
a uthor i ty and shal l be collective l y respons i ble f or 
the DepClrtments o f Sta t e admill i s t ereci by me mbers of 
t.he Govern ment. 

C. (i) Th e Head of Gove rnment shal l be called the Prime ~1inister. 

(ii) The Prime Mi niste r sha ll keep the Pre s i dent of the 
COtllcil gen e r a lly informed o f all ma tte rs of dome stic 
policy i n Northe rn I reland. 

D. The Pres ident of the Council shall appoint a s Prime Hiniste r 

the member of the Assembly who I in 1:he opinion of the P r esident of 

the Council, is most likely to command the wides t support in ·the 

Assembly. 

E. The Prime Minister shall a ppoint the members of the Government 

from among the membe rs of the Asse.mbly. 

F. It sha~l be cOl~etent for a Prime Minister, or prospective 

Prime Minister , prior to the formation of a Government. to en·ter 

into a written agreement wit.h prospective Ministers or with leaders 

of political parties who are prepared to support. his prospective 

government as to how the Executive power of the government could 

best be exercised for an agreed period of years in order to achieve 

some or a]l of the objectives set out in the Preamble to this Act 

and any such agreement , when made , shall be given to and kept by 

the President of the Council . 

G. (i ) The Prime Minister may resign from office at any t.ime 
by placing his resignation in the hands of the President 
of the Council . 

(ii ) lmy other member of the Governme nt mav resign from 
office by placing his resigna t ion in ihe h ands of the 
Prime Mi nister for submission to the Pre sident of the 
C01..ncil . • . . . 
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The President of the Council shalJ accept the resignation 
of a member of the Govern'~'tC'nt oi h0r than the Prime 
Hinistcr, if so advised by t.he Prime l1inister. 

II. (i) Tt .. shall be competent for cmy Minister durJ.ng his perjorJ 
of office or for uny ex-1,1.~ n.L~ter as soon as May he after 
his· resignation or dismissal from the Government to 
complain to the Presiclcnt of thP. Council that the aff~1irf! 

of the Government are bejng conducted in breach of thP. 
terms of a written agreement made at or before the 
formation of the Govermnen l: or that the circumstancE-s 
leading up and giving rise to his said resjgnation or 
dismissa1 amount 1:0 a breach on the part of the Prime 
Minister or of other member of the Government of the 
terms of any such agreement. 

{ii) The President of the Council shall, :immediately upo11 
recei vj.ng any sn ch compJ a.i n t, proceed to investigate 
the complaint and, for that purpose, shall be entitled 
to send for any member of the Government, including the 
Prime t-i.i nister, and to call for such document ... n·y or. other 
evidence as he may consider necessary to investigate the 
said complaint . 

I . ( i) If having investigated the sai(l compl<lint, 1.:lw Pres idc:n 1.: 
of the Council shall reach the conclusion that the said 
complaint l s unfounded he shall so :inform th8 compluina11t 
and the Prime Minister or other Ministers complained 
against, and shall, without prejudice to his right to 
use his good offices to resolve the dispute in question, 
not be obliged to take any further action in respect of 
the matt.er. 

{i i) If, having investigated the said complaint, the President 
of the Counc:i 1 shall conclude that the sa:Ld cornplu i:r1t is 
well-founded, and th.§t the 1nattcrs complained of amount 
to a breach or anticipated breach of the said agreement 
then, and in any such case, he shall use his good offices 
with the corr.olainant, the Prime Minister and any other 
me:mbers of ti1e Government involved in the dispute, to 
see how b~st the matter complained of can be resolved 
and the 5;:1id agreement carried out in accord.::ll1ce with its 
terms. lf, having used his good offices for the purpose 
aforesaid, the President of the Council of Ministers 
shall conclude that he is unable to have the breach of 
the said agreement rectified and the dispute resolved 
then and jn any such case the President uf the CounciJ 
shall report the sajd matters to the Secretary of SLate 
and thereupon the provisions of Lhis part of thjs Act 
shall cease to have effect , the Govaxnment shdll he 
dissolved, and the Execut.ive power in Northern Ireland 
shall, until further provi~ion has been made by the 
Parliament of the United Kin<;clorn, be E>xercised in 
Northern Ireland through the Secretary of State. 

• 
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Northern Ireland through the Secretary of StaLe. 



--7-

• 
5. IL.1man IUqht.s 

A: The European Convcn~ion on Human Rj~1ts shQll be made part of 

the domestic law of Norlhcrn Ireland. 

B. Part III of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 shall 

be continued in force. 

_ l 
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5. Human Rirjhts 
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6 • Enacl.:ment and Promulgation of ·rJm·7s 

A. Every lavl adopted by the Assembly shall be transm.itb:d to Lhe 

President of the Council for submisnlon to Her Majesty in Council 

subject to the following provisions hereof. 

B. If after a law has been adopted by the Assembly a resolutjon 

is proposed for debate in the AssembJ y vlhich expresses the opinion 

that the law will not promote the objectives set out in the 

Preamble either by :r:eason of its provisions or its omi.s~ ion, and 

if such resolution receives at least votes in the Assembly, 

the President of the Council will in ljeu of submitting the law 

to Her Majesty in Council -

(i) consult the Consultative Council 

(ii) make such amendme nts (if any) in the proposed law as 
after such consultation he considers 
necessary to promote the objectives set out in the 
Preamble 

(iii) thereufter submit the propos0d Jm1 (with or without 
amendments) t.o Her Majesty in Council for promuJgation 
in accordance with law . 

' .• -8-

A. Every law adopted by the Assembly shall be transmittnd t.O the 

President of the Council for submissJon to Her 1.1ajesty in Council 
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(ii ) make such amendments (if 
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Preamble 

any) in the proposed law as 
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objectives set out in the 
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amendments ) to Her Majesty in Council for promulgation 
in accordance with law . 
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7. Rel~~ions with Republic of Ireland 

A. The Northern lrel~nd Government may:-

(i) consult in any matter v;i t h any a.uthori ty o f the Hepub l jc 
o f Ireland; 

(i i ) cn"l:er into agreemen ts or arrangemen t s vrith a n y authorit y 
of the Republic of Ireland in :r.espe c l of <:my matter on 
wh :i ch the Assemb l y js , for the t ime be:Ln<J , compef.::ent to 
legisla t e . 

B. It is hereby dec l a red tha t p rovis ion may b e made by the Assembly 

for g :i.ving e ffect to a ny agreeme nt. or a rrangemen t mo.d c under 

sub-se ction A above 1 including provis i on for trans f e rring to any 

author ity d esignated by or constituted un d e r the ~gree1nent or 

arra ngement any funct .ion \vhich -v10uld othe n1ise be exercisable 

by any author ity in No r the rn Ire l a nd or fo r transferring to a n 

authority in Northe rn Ireland . a ny functions which would othe rwis e 

be exercisable by any authority elsewhere . 

C. It shall be compeLe nt for the Assembly by resolution v1l1ich has 

the support of: members of the Assembly to peU.tion Her Ha jest.y 

t o have transferred to any authori ty me ntioned in subsection B 

above any function or functions.relating to the affairs of Northern 

I reland on which the As~embly is not for the time being competent 

to legislate and it shaJl be competent for Her Majesty ' s Government , 

on receipt of any such resolution and petition as aforesaid , by 

Order in Council, to transfer the said function or functions 

d,....'" , g nated in the said resolution and petition to the said authority 

in acco rdance with the provisions of the said resolution or petition . 

( 
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" .. 
7. Relot:ion~. \dth Republ ic of Ireland 

A. The Nor thern Ire lilnrl Governmen l: r'lay:-

(i) consult in allY matter "lith l1ny authority of the Hepublic 
of rr<~land; 

(ii) enter into agreements or arrdng rnents wjth any authority 
of the Republic of Ire] and j I1 respect. of ,my matter on 
"'hich the Assembly is I for the time being, competent to 
legislate. 

B. It is hereby declared that provision may be made by the Assembly 

for giving effect to any agreement. or arrangement: lllc;de under 

sub-section A above, including provision for transferring to any 

authority designated by or constituted under the agreement or 

arrangement any function which v/ould othervlise be exercisab.1c 

by any authority in ~orthern Ireland or fo= transferring to an 

authority in Northern Ireland any fUnctions which \'lOuld othen:is~ 

be exercisable by any authority elsewhere. 

C. It shall be compel-ent for the Assembly by resolution ",hich has 

the support of members of the Assembl~ to peti tion Her .iaj est.y 

to have transferred to any authority mentioned in subsection B 

above any function or functions.relating to the affairs of Nort.hern 

Ireland on which the Assembly is not for the time being competent 

to legislate and it shall be competent for Her Majesty ' s Government , 

on receipt of any such resolution and petition as aforesaid, by 

Order in Council, to transfer the said function or functions 

d~~~gnated in the said resolution and petition to the said authority 

in ac~ordance with the provisions of the s2id resolution or petition. 
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8. Re [crend.l 

A. 'rhe now institutions of government nn d the Const i t.ution hct 

will be submitted to the people of Norther n I reland by means of a 

referendum. It will come into opcratjon if a p proved by them. 

B. ThC" Government of the Republic of Treland will be requested 

to submit to the people of Ireland in accordance with its 

Consti t.ution and laws a proposal which will give the people of the 

RepubJ ic of Ireland an opportunity to express its support for ~md 

approval of the nevT insti t:utions of governme nt and the Constj tution 

adopted by the Convention. 

l 
.~ . 
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A. 'l'he new inst.i tutions of government Llnc'i the Const 1. tution hct 

will be submitted to the people of Northern Ireland by means of a 

referendum. It will come into operation if npprovcd by them. 

B. The Government of the Republic of Ireland will be requested 

to submit to the people of Ireland in accordance vlith its 

Constitution and laws a proposal which will give the people of t:1C 

Republic of Ireland an opportunity to express its support for and 

approval of the nevl inst.i tutions of government and the Consti tution 

adopted by the Convention. 
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