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tn0/7/9 Stormont C:astle, Belfast 

z;.; I . s- 21 JuJ.y 1 CJ75 

S1.'A'l'Ei-TI':NT BY T!IE SECRETARY 01<' STATE: FOR UORTB:!:'\~T IRELAND, J;ffi t•lEHl,Y"N H:~;i!S HP , 
IN 'l'HE HOU~E OJ!· CO!U~ONS ON MOUDAY, 21 .JtJLI ~975 

On 10 JuJ.y in South A.l"'lilaeh near the b•Jrd.t~r \"ill age o f Fu:d.:hill thG Sl3cu.ri ty For~oa 

smf Hhet Etpp~ared to be a. suspect dovice possibly containing ~xplo~ives. This ·was 

kept under observation until 1'7 Jul;s· when 8.!J ll:rm.y patr-ol rient to deal -r.1i th i.t, 

An '\;hey ~ppro.2ohed an e%p1oa~ ve Has dctonat<::d from R dj stanco. Four soldiers \IEJ!'e 

killed and one tras seriously iiOundedp A m!Ul has been m-reste~- h.ud has appe.:t.red 

in cvm•t chgr~;ed with mu.rdero 

Tho Houne Hill join with me :lr. o:&--preasi ng oympsthy for the rele.ti ·..res .. 

The Crooemaglen PIRA claimo<l renponsi bil i tyo 'l.'hey have USt"ld the ezcuse t oot t hey 

\'lara avonging 'i;he death ~-n Bet:~Rbrook 01~ 4 Jun•:~ of one of t heir members and the 

death of a man ln BelfRst on 13 July. Thaae are spocious j usti ficati oiW . In 

the Beosbrook incident a. man was shot by t he Security Forces wQilst trying to tr~ow 

a bomb into a crowded bar. '.i'he Crossmae;len Proviaionah1 ha d sot up ·their ambush 

at l east tl~ee days before the Belfast i ncident. 

Overall there has boen a auba·ten tia). ·r eO.uction in +;ho -.:iol enc'3 s.ttributable to the 

Provisional IRA. It has never <:ensod coi.'ll.pletely and ~rticula.rly in the South 

.AI1I1Rgh urea shootings and booby traps have continued , although l ess frequently and 

le3s succosafu1lye 

The Government are very conscious of the desire ~ indead the lor~ing - of the peoplo 

of Northern Ireln.nd from all parts of tho community, for peace and a ret.;urn to 

normality. The Gcrverll.lllent have therefore responded sincerely to the :<:'eduction in 
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a~"'tivit:-- by the PIRA by a very substantial lowering of activity by tho Army but 

lii thout lot-rering its guard. 

In normal circumstances v·iolenc:o ahould be dealt wi th by the police and by bringirt.{; 

criminalo before the ~ourts and not by detention without trial. So far in 1975 

the polico have charged 640 persona w.i. th security t ypo offences including 66 i·li th 

murder and 59 with attempted murd.el". Already a man has b£:~en ch9.rged 'lf"l.th t he 

murder of one of the soldiers killed l ast Thursday. 

Ace-usa tiona have been made of so-cullod A:1"iny h.araamnont. I pay tr:l bute to the 

good1nll and r estraint ahoun by the security forces in carrying out our policy 

of maintaining a l evel of ssou~tty force activity related to the l avol of violence. 

They have don& nei t hor m.or.-:~ nor lof:.lf.i t hc.n tf:d~ ... They ll9Ve my full support:. 

As I hnve said before I want an end to detention. 

But thj s Hill depend on the progress tmvurds the cessation 

of violence a n d on the eo!'!tintli3d succo:Ja of t be police in bringing criminals 

before the courts. It will. howe7er, clearly be necessary to retain for come t ime 

t o come the pover to detain people and I will not hesitate to use this power if 

I am satisfied that it is uoodedo 

J n t he light of all thoao f actora I muot unC.er the l att exercise my o~m judgment 

on releases. I havo to mako t he judgtnont on each ind:lvidual caoe balancing the 

right of t.e community to be protected agains t t he right of the individual to 

hie freedom. Decisions are diff:l.cult but I l'r.i.ll not shirk them. I do not k.no''' 

whether the Provia ionnls from Crossma.gl en want to see detainees rel eased, but 

I will not be deflected from what l think is right . 

The big ques t ions I have to ask mysolf n.:-e: whether the l eaders of t he Provisional 

I RA aro able to con t:::-vl.. thelr followerev for exampl e , in South Armagh; vThether 

such actions do not make the ceaaefire raoaningleas; and Hhethor they 'l'>'ill not 

provoke reuctions in r etal iation against innocent Catholics. \·lith every incident 

and each n e\:T Provisional sta t ement Gucb as the one thny have ronde today the re is 

speculation about the end of the censefire or chances in govern!llent policy. 

The Govo:mment 's policy is c.:l ear and hae been ex]Jln.ined fully in t his ITouse . It 

is that we aro l ooldng for a lF..I.sting and. permanent pgncc and. for a genuine and 
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au?:rtained cessation of violence 'l'thich would create a new si t1lntion and make f u:cthor 

progress possible on the bao:la of the statements I have made. Tho Provisione.l s 

poli tj cal aims aa restated tod.'lJ" are well lmotm. Provisional Sinn Fein is free to 

pursue them by peaco:f'u~ and l egitimat e menne . I must mRke it clear that the 

Government have not entered into any ngroemento 

I have alroR.dy informed the House of the changing nature of violence in Northern 

Ireland in recent montha . All those t:ho er1gage in violence in Northern Ireland 

should be considering their position. The British Government want peace in 

Northern Ireland as do most of t he people there. \{hat i s needed is a positive 

and continuing response from the Provisional IP~ and f rom other groups involved. 
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