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ScC.-iET 

OIFIG AN T. ,i.JISIGH 

13 Ean~;ir, 1975 
NORT: lb\N It\.:L..,ND 

~e~sation of violenc~ 

1. The Taoiseach submits this note as a background document 

to any discussion in relation to the continuance of the 

cessation of violence on or after 16th January , when the 

present ceasefire is due to expire . 

2. On lOth December, 1974 , a group of five Protestant clergymen, 

including the Kight 1\everend Dr . r\rthur Butler , Bishop of 

Down and Con or, the (\everend Jack Vveir , Clerk of the General 

r\SSembly of the Presbyterian Church , the Reverend .{alph 

Baxter , Secretary of the Irish Council of Churches, his 

assistant , The .-{eve rend \-villi am ,..,rlow , and the . teverend 

iric Gallagher, a former President of the ~ethodist Church 

in Ireland, met a grou~ of re )resentatives of the ~rovisionals 

in F e.J kle, Co . Clare. The ,..~ ::·c p os 3l vvhich the churcnmen left 

with the Provisional representotives wus that they should 

consider that their requirene :1ts precedent to .J 1Jerrn<,nent 

ceasefire were met if the British Government issueJ a policy 

statement which included the following ; -

( 1 ) Hivi Government solernnl y reG ff irms thu t it has no 
political or territorial int~rests in Ireland beyond 
its obligdtions to the citizens of ~orthern Ireland . 

(2) Th"' prime concern of Hrvl Government is the achievement 
of ~eace and the promotion of such underst~nding 
between the various sections in Northern Irelond as 
will guarantee to all its people a full partici~ation 
in the life of the community , whatever the relationship 
of the Province to the ccC , the United Kingdom or the 
;{epublic of Ireland . 

(3) Contingent on the maintenance of a declared ceasefire 
and upon effective policing , l~ Government will retieve 
the. rmy as quickly as possible of its intCJrnal 
security duties . 

(4 ) Until agreements about the future Government of 
Northern Ireland have bt.:en frc;ely negotiated , accepted 
and guar:..,nteed , HM Gov0rnment intends to maintain the 
presence of the armed forces in Northern Ireland . 

(5 ) HM Gcv;rnment recognises the; obligation and right of 
oll those who have politic~l aims to ~ursue them 
through the democrdtic processes . 

{.\lthough we have no definite inforrnation to this effect , there 
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2. 

are indications thot these points were originally made out by 
Sir Frank Cooper , Permanent Secretary of the Northern Ireland 

Office , informally , and written on th2 back of a m~nu~ ) 

3 . On the 20th Dece1,1ber , 1974 , a statement was given by the Irish 
/ 

J epublican Publicity Bureau to ~adio Telefis ~ireann in which 

it was st,1ted thC.Jt as a result of the Fe.Jkle ffiL~eting, the 

leadership of the .tepublican r .. :ovcment had ordered a sus;J.::ns ion of 
offensive milit0ry action in Britain and Ireland over the 

Christmas period . The statement indiccJted thut written observat
ions on t~e points made by the churchmen at Feakle had been 

drafted , embodying the three basic demc...~ncis of the .~e)ublican .! 

Lovement , and forwarded to tLe British Government . The 

stater:;ent continued tr1at th.:: "rmy Council h..Jc.. decided to order 
a sus:n nsion of o:Jerations from midnight Sunday , Uece bcr 22nd 

to midnight Thursday, ~nd January , 1975 , on the c l ear understan.li.nc 
that a positive response would be forthcoming from t1 e British 

Government . The statem~nt continued thut the Provisionals 

had n.Jted the statement from Hr. '-:--s to the ~ffect th.Jt there 

would be a po.si tive response by the Brl tish Gov.:rnment to the 

sus,Jension of operations; and that a cessation of aggressive 

military action by crown forces , un end to all rc...~ids , arr2sts , 
and harassment, and no reintroduction of r\UC pursonnel in 

uniforms or plain clothes into are~s wher e they are unacce table , 
would also be ex~0ct0d . he statement added that it wus trusted 

that the British Gove rnment would av~il of the opportunity for 

bringing an end to athe evil of internment·' . 

4. " copy of the text of the Provisionals ' reply to the prof)osal of 
the churchmen was delivered by the British rlmbassador to the 

Le1Jart1.1ent of Fureign ,\ffairs in uec\;mbc.:r . It is attached a~ 
Appendix 0 to thi s QO t e . Briefly , the t0ply sa i d t~a~ the 

cessation of violence would be total and complete providing that -

(1 ) British ,.rmy raids, hardssment and .J r rests ce.Jse 
for the sa,,Ie period ; 

(2 ) no show of ~rovoc~tion is carried o~t by the crown 
forces ; 

(3 ) the reintroduction of the r{Uv into a read/ whi ch 
thL v are not a c c epta bll? is not a ttc'r" t" tee:!'. (This 
includes any of the crown for ces in o~ out of 
uniform ); 

• 
2. 

are indications that these poimts were originally made out by 

Sir Frank Cooper , Permanent Secretary of the Northern Ireland 

Office , informally , and written on th2 back of a m0nu~ ) 

3 . On the 20th DeceI,lber , 1974 , a statement w s given by the Irish 
" 

j epublican Publicity Bureau to Aadio Telefis ~ireann in which 

it was st.1ted that oS a result of the Feakle meeting, the 

leadership of the j etJublican t' .. ovcm2nt h d ordered a su sj,; .::nsion of 

offensive military action in Britain and Ireland over the 

Chri stmCJ s period . The statement indico ted thv t wri tte,l observat

ions on t:le points mode by the churchmen at FCCJklo hud b8en 

drufted , embodying the three basic oemunds of the j{epublican. , 

Lovement , and forwarded to the British Government . The 

statel"ent continued tll t th0 I\rmy Council hac.. cided to order 

a sus,)",nsion of o ~Jerations from midnight Sunda'/ , Uece ber 22nd 

to midnight Thursday , ~nd Janu ry , 1975 , on th2 clear understan.Hn;, 

that a positive response would be forthcoming from t e British 

GovernMei t . The statement continued thut the Provisionals 

had n0ted the stdtemc'nt from 1.1r. '2-.=S to the effect thLit there 

would be a positive response by the Brl tish Gov.rnment to the 

sus,Jension of 0p8rations ; and that a cessation of aggressive 

military action by crown forces, un e?nd to all ruids , arrests , 

and horassment, and no reintroduction of r{UC pl...rsonnel in 

unifo ms or plain clothes into are~s whe r e they are unacceJtable , 

would also be eX~2ct2d . he statement added thut it was trusted 

th~t the British GovLrnment would av~il of the opportunity for 

bringing an end to athe evil of intc·rnment" . 

4~ n copy of the text of the Provisionals ' repl y to the proposal of 

the churchmen was dlivered by the British ~mbassador to the 

Lepartr.lent of Fa eign ,'.ffairs in uecemb r . It is attached a~ 

Appe ndix . to thi s Qot e . Briefly , the ~2ply sa i d thab the 

cessation of viol~nce would be? total and com~let providing that -

(1 ) British IIrmy raids, hardssrnent and or rests cevS0 
f or the Sd'I18 peri od ; 

(2 ) no show of provoccltion is carried out by the crown 
fo r ces ; 

(3 ) the reintroductiJn of the rtU\." i nto areaJ-j -Whi ch 
they are not accGptabl(~ is not att(~mt)tod' . (This 
includes any of the crown fo r ces in ~ ou t of 
uniform ) ; 



• 

3 • 

(4) any breach of these terms will be considered as 
a refusal to accept the eleven day cessation and 
arpropriate action will be taken to protect 11 our 
people 11

• 

The stater11e nt also replieo in some detail to the five point~ 

made in the churchmen's proposals. 

5. The Irish Government mclde no forrJl cor.nerJt on the cessa+.ion 

of violencee They b:~iefed, informally; <:hat the growing 

revulsion of public opinion l~orth and South to the violencf'! 

of tLe IRA in Ireland and Great Britain has led to a 

temporary cess at ion of this viole nee~ The poss ibili t~r r- ·2 

this respite being extended beyond the Christmas per iocl 

clearly depends upon the maintenance and reinforcement of th~ 

strength of public opinion throughout this island agai~st all 

those responsible for the carnage of the past five yeors. 

The Government also reiterated their determination to work 

with other elected representatives of the Irish people and of 

the people of Great Britain for peace , reconciliation and 

justice in Northern Irelando 

6. The British Government, through Mr. Rees , made two 

statements over the Ch~istmas and New Year . Basically> 

these statements indicAte ' the intention of the British 

Government that there would be no negotiations with the 

Provisionals, but that a continued cessation of violence 

would be met vvith a positive response . Some twenty cetaineE.s 

were released in December and arrangements were made to 

parole other detainees over the Christmas pe.:iod & These 

arrangements were availed of by all the loyalist detainees 

to whom they were offered . Only two or three of the 

Provisional detainees , however , ;:wailed of them . This 

limited re s ponse was due to instructions from the 

Provisional leadership~ 

7 . On 2nd January, the Governmer.t I nfo-::-:nati on Ser,. i ces got b" 
J 

telephone from a Dublin newspaper office a statement on the 

I • 
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extension of the ceasefire • A rough precis of this statement 

is as follows -

11 The IRA l~a~ership is not satisfied with the response 
of the Br1t1sh Government to the ceasefire. The moves 
which were made are not sufficient to warrant a permanent 
ceasefire . 

It is illusory anr~ C:cceotive for the British Government not 
to tackle the ro~t causes of the problemo A permanent peac) 
can be establisheC.: only when the ccuses of the situation a:.·-: 
courageously examined by the British Governmento Never~hele~,~ 
to perr.it the Governr"r~nt to r:12l~e progr =ss towards a lastj_ng 
solution the f.rmy Cocnci1 has o ~dered .n extension of ·t-. 1:.; 

cease fire for another fourteen ~1 ays . It' substa:1tial 
progress is not mzde before Januax~ 16th the situation will. 
again be examinee: with a view to the resumption of offensive 
action . The present peace can be enjoyed on a permanent 
basis if Britain pursues a reasonable and responsive p·:)L.:...:~·-

The attitude of the Dublin Government hds been most 
disquieting. It appears that there was no desire in DuLll~ 
for the truce. Action in relation to the political 
prisoners in Portlaoise was deliberately provocativ2 . ~e 
call on the public at large to c2ll for an end to the 
dangerous policies of the Dublin Government." 

This statement was c ire ul ated at the meeting of the Gover ,·,r11·.~:'-:. 

on 2nd January. The Government decided informally to withh.lJ 

comment 7 at le ust for the present. 

8. On 4th January , the Taoiseach rnet the At)ostolic Nuncio who -::JFVP 

him a document received -from the Holy Seev Thi.:: document !1dd 
the British iviinist·~r to the Holy Sec for transmission to 
been hCJnded to7the E:lj i tish Government a The document proposed 

that the British Prime M i.nister should appoint a team of thre8 

mediators with full ~O'vJers to discuss with all interests 

involved and seek areas of common a9ree~~nt - so as to extenj 

the ceasefire" The mediators proposeJ were Mr. Sean MacBridr)~ 

Mr. Desmond Boa l and J British appointee such as Lord Gdrdiners 

Lord Carridan , Lord Ritchie Cdlder Pte . The function of the 

mediators would be to have informal talks witt all sections in 

Northern Irel and , to seek areas of agreement, to seek a 

permanent ceasefire and an end to internment, and to prepe~e 

the ground for the iJroposed Northern Ireland Convention< 

9, It is not known definitely where these proposals originateJ: c.t 

what sort of bJcking they have, They are similar to p:roposals 

supported by Deputy John C 'Connella There are indications Gl~ 
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that the proposals originated with Bishop Daly of Derryo 

• JO. The Nuncio also handed the Taoiseach three other documents 

dealing with internment , concessions in rel atio n to Portlaoise 

and to Mr. Joe C~hill, who, it was indic ated , was seriously ill 

from a heart condition . The docum~nt indicated that it would 

help to cre ate a climate of goodwill if the Government were 

to re lease him , A personal guarantee could be given that he 

would never participate in any IRA activities or make any 

speeches or associate with IRA colleagues if he is released, 

On Portlaoise , the documents indicated that concessions to the 

IRA prisoners there , such as providing crafts for them~ wculd 

lower the tension at the present time 1 and further help the 

climate of goodwill towards a permanent peace . It was also 

indicated that it would also help if the Spec i al Branch were 

not to h~rass IRA supporters in Southern Ireland. The contents 

of these documents were discussed by the Government, shortly 

after their receipt by the Taoiseach and an attitude was taken 

to them. 

lli . On 9th J anuc.~ry , rt1r 6 John Bourn, Security Liaison Offi.c eT: in 

the Northern Ireland Office , culled to brief the Departmerrt.s 

of the Tuoiseach and of Foreign Affairs on the situation in 

Northern Irel~nd o He was accompanied by the British 

Ambassador and other officers from the Embassy in Dublino 

Mr o Bourn said that Mr . Rees would be giving the British 

attitude to the cessation of violence, early in the week 

beginning 13th Januaryo He said that the Gardiner Report on 

detention was expected to be published some ti~e in the 

following week and that the discussion document on power 

sharing would be published soon after thato 

12, Insofar as Mr . Jtees ' s statement was concerned, Mr, Bourn SC! id 

that the attitude of the British Government could be summar~_.:-,::_>_ 

in two catch-rhrases" The first of these was 11 no negotiations 

The second was that there would be a positive and measured 

response to the cc:ssJti·.: 1 of ·._r-i_o:lencP ant~ its continuanc .. 

Mr . Rees ' s statcrr1cnt would reiter at e what he had said C>t 
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Christmas dnd the New Year. H" w0~lJ li1Jicate i 1e action: . 

• the British GovC?rrJrLnt i.IJLcn'1od to ta!ce in relation to securit - ., 

detention and policing if the cessation of violence cont~nued~ 

13. On security he vJould indicate the intention of the Gov~:rnmfj nt. 

to scale down c::rmy etc . activity in d measured way as the 

peace continuedo Th2re would be no timetable for this - ~he 

operation would dep2nd on performance in relation to the peace. 

The Brltish were particul ~rly wary of lowering their guard 

prematurely. 

lfl-. On detc.:; ntion, tlr. Bourn said that they would look for re.1 e <:'l- c-. 

on a continuing scale if peace continued) in addition to i.'~~ P. 

twenty persons who had been released in December. Since tb 

cessation of violence the Emergency Pov.JGrs had not l:.Jec 0 us2c 

in the North to dGtain peopleo Arrests on ordin ary criminal 

chilrges v~uld , of course, continue in thG ordinary wayo 

15. rv:r. Bourn said that the Brltish reading of the rec.lsons for 

the cessation of violGncL was -

(l) the success of the security :orc'-"s in making life 
difficult for subversives; 

(2) reflection by the Provisionals on thG effects of the UWC 
strike and thG str<=ngth shown by the majority community o• 
that occasiono If thG fGelings of the ~ajorjty were as 
strong as then indicated, there was obviously jus·t no 
hope of attaining what the Provisionals regarded as tLe.:.:. 
aim, by present methods; and 

(3) the: revulsion in public opinion particulurly after the 
Birmingham bomvings. This was strengthened by the f ar 
that barriers could be imposed by the British en movem~nt 
between the two countries which would make this next t0 
impossible. 

Mr. Bourn said that they were reason~bly hopeful of the 

continuance of the ceasefire. The British A~bassador was 

somewhat less hopeful. He said that the cess ation of viol en·-;~ ' 

could well be used by the Provisionals as an opp:Jrtunity lur 

regrouping. This was a poss~bility which should nevar be 

far from o.Jr r,1inds o /", further reason for the cessation o :-

violence, rnentioneci during th0 dis cussio r;s ~ was that. tr._ 

recent spate of ".._ctarian asst:>ss~ n ... ions h ~d shown be·jond al ~ 

doubt that the Provisjollu l s co1 ... ld no+. pro teet ·::hG rnino.ritv 
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Mr. Bourn said that they were reasonably hopeful of the 

continuQnce of the ceasefire o The British A~bassador was 

somewhat less hopeful . He said that the cessation of violen":~ ' 

could well be used by the Provisi.onals as an oPP'Jrtunity l.u"C 

regrouping~ This was a poss~bility which shoulC never be 

far from 0 Jr r,linds 0 /, fU.cthcr reason for the cessation 0:-

violence, mentioned during the disc ussions. was thaL th~ 

recent spate of ~; "ctarian <:lSSr.1SS~ n, .. i ons h~d shown be"jond a}-

dGubt that the Provisjol)<:lls c()l ... ld not protect ·che lDinoritv 
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po pul atio n. However , nothing in the past act1vities 

of the organisation had shown that they were in any 

way subject to pressure from public opinion and to say that 

they were now starting to turn to democratic methods CO'J.l.d 

well be to mis:ceuc1 the situation completely . 

side at the meeting were p2rticularly happ)' 1 subject tJ 

some minor reservations , with the arr Jngements vvhich had 

been made on security following the n eeting betv·,reen tl.e 

hliniste~ for Justice , Mr. Cooney and the Secretary of 

State 1 Mr. Roes , in Boldonnel in Septembero 

.t6. On 8th December the Rev . i' . • J . Weir, Clerk of the Assembly 

and General Secretary to the Presbyterian Church in 

Ireland wrote to the Taoiseach , indicating the intent:inn o .. 

the leaders of the four l ~rgest churches in Ireland t~ laun~h 

a campaign , beginning on Thursday, 12th December 1 t ~) pre J, 

tor a cessation of violence in Ireland , beginning at the 

Christmas season. The l etter indicated that it appeared to 

the Ch urch leaders that this may be the psychological mume~~ 

for the Churchlis --.nd , indeed , for the pEople of differ',lg 

political loyalties or of none, to make a bigger efforL 

than has heretofore be e n cttempted by any of us. The 

Taoiseach replied to this letter on 12th December , as in 

Appendix B to this note . The Ch urch leaders had meetings 

with the Secretary of State f or Northern Ireland, the 

British Prime ~.Unister , Mr . Wilson anc1 with the TaoiseacL 

and Tanaistco The meetin0 wit h the Tao i seach and 

Tanaiste took place on Friday lOth January. It was 

attended by Cardinal William Conway , Archbishop of Armagh 

and Primate of All Ireland , The Most Rev . Dr . Simms, 

Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland , fhe 

Rev. Desmond Morris, P"ces ide nt of the Met hc jist Cht . .cch ar·,d 

The Right Hev" Dr o G,, Ter:1.~1 e Lun~lv 7 T'.ud 12r ato r of the 

Pres byterLm A.s ser.1bl y. A jo:i ·1t co•.lmur•iq'..:e i ss ued after 
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II the meeting is attached as Appendix C to this note? The 

Church leaders indicated clearly that it was not their 

intention to carry messages or to act as negotiator.s or 

mediators in the present situation. Their basic purpose 

was to ensure a continuance of the momentum for peaca which 

had got under way at present. They stressed the extreme 

importance of avoiding actions which, though slight in 

themselves, could well provoke a return to violence. 

17. On 13th January, the Taoiseach, Tanaiste and ~unningdale 

Ministers who were available in Dublin met a delegation 

from the SDLP. The basic purpose of the meeting was to 

exchange views on the current situation in Northern Ireland, 

particularly in relation to the cessation of violence. 

The SDLP view was that the Provisionals had ceased their 

campaign, basically from a feeling of weakness, 1~Q~ticularly 
because of the reaction following the B~rmingham bombingso 

If their cessation of violence could be answered by a 

continued dismantling in the British military machine then 

there was considerable hope for the North. The main message 

left by the SDLF, following the meeting,was that there was 

a great necessity to postpone the convention election from 

about mid-March, when it had been originally intended to hold 

the poll . They felt that, without such a postponement, 

the holding of an election could well confirm hardline 

Unionist . attitudes and ensure that these attitudes were 

represented in the convention. If time were allowed, for 

informal contacts and discussions , then a murh s:ronger 

middle~~ ur could well develop in the North . n period of 

about six months from March was mentioned as-being ¢esirable 

for this purpose . The SuLP delegation emphasized that a 

further political failure, in a:time of peace, could well be 

disastrou~ for the North. The delegation also mentioned, 

in particular , the need to sell the benefits of the Irish 

dimension, in practical terms, such as the benefits of _the 
regional fund to the whole island , the new ~51 million subsidy 
for hill farmers and the Green 2oLrd etc. 
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SECHI/L' 

. 
J?olloH:inr, is text -of reply from the P:r-ovis:i.o1Pl ;\rrily Council 

to the proposal handed by the Protcstrnt C}rurchmcn to the 

Sinn Fein representatives at the meeting at Foakle last week. 

Be g:i n p, : 

We have ' considered at lcmgth the point.D you submitted to 

our coJ leagues. VIc 1-r:i::~h to make tLc foJ.J.oHint; obsorv<ltion:;: 

Point One: It is sovc:rP :it;nty :c:J thor than po1i tic2.l or 

terr:i tor:Lul j ntcrest[:, \·rhj.ch i.s the basic is:::.'UO. U:ntj 1 

Her r'~.'!j c sty 1 s Govcrmncnt clci,~rly G tc.tcs it h<~S no cJ 'lilil to 

sovcrcig11ty to any part of Ircla:n.d, the statcmc .1t is 

menninclcss. · 
. ' 

We accept th2 t economic conuni tmcnts must be hoflou:rcd. 

believe i. t Cal) only be realised in tl!e full CGTT•.r.runity of 

the })COplc of Irel<:.ncJ. 

Point T:b..rec: Ue feel you arc referring to a truce. \·.re sec 

. no di:fficul ty in mcdnto.ini::J.g comrrnmi ty pc::. ce if a bi-1~ t81'2l 

truce is agreed to between the Briti2h Army and tho Irish 

Republican Arr:1y. \'Te uo1..1J d ~;elcome discusoions Hi th Loy2.li s t 
groups to secure their co-cper~tion in maint~ining peQce. 

Point Four: We accept that following a declaration of 

intent to HithdraH, a limited British Ar·my presence \·Till be 

maintained \·Thile a !'lcc;otis.ted and agreed settlemc;nt is 
r· sought and in:p1c~cnted. '((~ : ..... 

Point Five:- It is meaningless to talk about de~ocr~tic 

:procc·sscs Hhile, among other thines, 2000 politic: l prisonc:ts 

are in jail. 

. -.· .... .. ~.. . 
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SECHWl' 

J?ollo\'lin~ is text ·of roply iTom the Provis:LolP 1 J\rmy Council 

to the proposal handed by the Protcstpnt Churchmen to the 

Sip .. .ll. Jt'ein reprcsclJta.tives at the meet:i.ng at 1"c?J~le last \'leek. 

Begh)s: 

We have ' considered at length tho points you submitted to 

our colleagucs. We vd 811 to make the folloHinG 0 bserv[;. tion:~ : 

Point One: ' It is sov0T8ighty r8ther than politic2l or 

territorial interests, which is the basic issue. Until 

Her 1\1a j esty r S Goverr>..JJlent clearly states it has no cl'lim to 

sovereignty to any part of Ireland, the statem( .1t is 

meo.nincless. . 
. . 

We accept that eeoncI!lic commitments must l)€' honoured. 

Point THO: 11.- no ble ·\·lish \-ii th \"Thich He GO;lCUr but ,·;e 

believe it cal:) only be realised in tb.e full CGlJlTIJLlnity of 

the people of Ireland. 

Point TJ1..ree: "'e feel you. 2.re referring to et truee. \'le sae 

. no diffieul ty in mc:dnto.inbg community pei:ice if a bi-I::-.ter21 

truce is agreed to be'Ll·.recn the J3ri tish Army and the Irish 

Republican ArT:JY. Vie ... wuld ~·;elcomG discl1SDior1s vri th LOY2.1is t 

groups to secure their co-opel"r:.tion in lY!aint2.ining pe[;.ce. 

Point Four: We accept that following a declaration of 

i ntent to \"1i thdraH, a limi ted British Army presence ,'Till be 

maintained vThile a :!1ce;otiated and agreed settlement is 

sought and imple1!lented. r " 
.,(~ I 
(:, 

Point Five: - It is meaningless to talk about democr~tic 

prooe·sses 1'1hile, among other thine;s , 2000 poli tic;.". l prison8::"~ 

are in j ail . 
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We submit for yqur consider2tion and for forw~rdi~e to ttc 

British Govcrr:r~;cnt the folJ o~·l:i.nc; set of propor:2ls. 

To provide the ba~ds for n lasting l;c-:ce, the Hepub1ic.::m 

J.Tovemcnt cc.:.lls for the irnplc:m.enta i.;j.on of the followinc 

measures. 

1 . The esLablishmcnt of a constituent a3scmbly elected by 

the people of Ireland throur~h univc::r-cal tlduJ.t suffr2.;e and 

pr oport:i.onal repro sen t2. t:i.on a The D,f;Gombly to draft a llC'\l 

all-Irola~d constitution which wouJd provide for a provincial 

parli ament f or Ulster ( 9 eo1..mtios ) H.i.th mea.n:i.nc;:ful pmw:cr:,;. 

Tho .constitution to be submitted in natior.:~l referendum 

1·r i t hin six montlw of the fj_rst mc~etine of the assembly and 

it s adoption to re~uire two-thirds sup~ort of the total v2lid 

poll. 

... 2. A publ~ c commitment by the British Governrnent t o ui thdr:.:.~I 

from I reland vr:Lthin h1elvo months of the acler~ti on of the nc~; 
all- I reland ·constitut i on. This c on:mi tment t o entG.il an 

immedi ate end t o all r aids, r-l r rests :;nd harrnss1-;1ent of tho 

populntion 8.nd P withdra~al of troops to bnrracks . 
...... " 

3. Decla r p_ tion o.f 2mnesty for 2.l l pol it i cc: l pr isoners , i n 
Bri t a i .n and I reland, and 2.11 pers ons on t he 'iio.nte d li::>t . The 

amne s ty to be giv en e f f e ct by i DIT'!ediat e r elease s and t o be 

comple t ed not l a t er than 30 d2ys pr ior to t he da te of the 

genera l election f or t he constituent assembly. 

4. On the accept ~nce of these t erms the Republic~~ Move~cnt 

\-rou1d be prep2.red to order a tota l ceosefire. A number of 

matters vlOuld re q_uire further clarif ic2.. tion and el2. bora tion 

· which would bo discussed as soon as the ceasofire is 

established. 

Tho Republic2.n Novement for its part 1·10uld ~'lel0or.:e tYiparti te 

t alks ,.,i th Loya list e.nd British .Army forc e s to secuye i.:J:eir 

· co-oper8. tion in the irnplcmentr. tion of the cea se fire <:nd the 

maintenance of corr.nn:nity peace . 

/ Fina lly : 
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Wo submit for YQU1' considerc' tion and for for'\'.'~rcli1'G to the 

British Goverl:l..~cnt the foJ j 0~·,j11G sc'!, of' propo[~C:.'1s. 

To provide the baf";-i.s for Cl lasting l)cc:ce, the HepubJican 

Hovement calls for the implolllonta tion of the followinG 
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from Iroland within twelve months of the ad rtion of the nc~ 

all-Ireland·constitution. This cruJ~itment to entail an 

immediate end to all raid." 8rrests and harraSSl71ent of the 

popuJe.'tion <'.nd ~ 1\fj_ thdrc.~,:al of troops to bc.rr8.cJcs . 
..:. .. 

3. Declarption ol ?mnesty for ~ll politicpl prisoners, Dl 

Britain and Ireland, and ~ll persons on thc wanted li~t. The 

amnesty to be ei ven effect by iIDL"'!edi8te 1'ele2 Ges and to be 

completed not later than 30 d2Ys prior to the date of the 

general election for the constituent asscmbly . 

4. On the accept~nce of those t erms the Republic~~ Movc~ent 

",ould be prepo.re d to order a total ceo sefire. A numbcr of 

matters \-lould re ~uire further clarific2. tion 2nd el2. bora tion 

. which would be discus8ed as soon as the cepsefire is 

est2.blished. 

The Republicpn JI' ovement for its part "lOuld ",'181cooe t!'iparti te 

talks ,·,i th Loya.l:Ls t 8,nd British '!crmy forces to secure i.;heir 

- co-operation in the imrloment~tion of the ceasefire ~d the 

maintenance of corr.nn.:nity peace. 
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Finally: 
, 

·Havjng d:i.scussccl the trn·ms offc.rcd by tLe CJ 1.1.rch 

rc -n")~·· c-·cn·t, tl· vc ... 
1 ...' ,r .1 .. 1.,. .. IJ ~ LJ ' and fm.1.nd them to be unacccpt~· blc, ·';he 

Ropublic8l1 l·Joveri'.cJlt , uill declare a temporary cess;::..LLon of 

nctj vi tieD from midnight on the 22nd of December, 19'71;. 1 1lnt:LL 

midni{~ht on the 2nd o:f J<:nuary, l97:i, to enable tho Dri tish 

Govern ment to rcpl;y f[~vovr<:.bly to thr~ counter Jiroro;_;::.J s '\·re 

have m2cle to them. This cessation will b~ totnl and conpletA 
providincs t11at, 

lo · J3ri ti:::h Army raids, h:::rrasmnont 

the came period. 

rnd arrests cca ... c for . 

2. no sho1-r of p:r.ovoc<d.ion is C?J:·)•:i.ed out by tlE Crm·:n l•'orcc=.:. 
' 

3. The re-introduction of the R U C into arc2.s jn ',dJ.ich tl·,sy 

arc not accopt 0 ble is not attempted. ( ml-,l',.,.. 
' .1...1..... ....... :includes 

o:r tho Cro·{;p li'orces 5..n or out of uniform) • 

. 4-• Any bre~~ch of those terms Hill be com:~ idr:red ;:s a 
refusal to ciccopt tho eleven d2.y ccss.::.t'"ion, 2.:nd 

·appropriate e.ction Hill be t2ken i.e protect our people: . 

vle l·d.sh to have ~!l1 indicf' ·t.ion of the British Govermncn ~ f G 

attitude before the 28th of December 1974. 

The Army Com1cil Oglaigh na Heircunn. 

December 1974. 

Ends. 

SECRET 

, .:~~~~~ .. ~-.. ·- · .. 7-''- . : ..... -;· ..... ·. -,.~ .... .. ~ .. • -, ... ; .. _ .. .... .. ·:·:.· .... ':r~'i.· .·-- · ::·.: ~ .. :·r~ ~~ ~ ..... ,~. ··; :-: ·. ···· ... ~·.··~:r·::~•: · .- . ., ...... .. 

...... 

~ ·. . .... 
• 

• 1 ' I • 
0

1 '••·,,,, . ,"'--":-

1 • 

. , . . . ; . . · . 
' • .. '' ' I I 

~·--_··_· ·-·~----··_-_···--· ------~--~--~----~--~----~~~--~----------~--~~~ ·-- ...... 

, .. 

-'. 

..... . 

! " " .t 

l. 
SJ.,CliliT 

F:i.no.lly: 
, 

-HaviJ:1{3 discusscd the terms offered by the Chnrch 

rcpl'c~scnt<..tive81 and f01.1l10 them to be unacccpt,'blc, i.;Q, the 

Republicen Hovcme11t, ,·,i1l declare a temporary c8ssa-Lj on of 

8.ctj viticf:3 from midnight on the 22nd of December t 197 t" l~nt:i.l 

midnicht on the 2nd of J~nuary, 1975, to enable the British 

Government to rcpJ.y favolJra.b1y to thp COlmtCl' JlroT'o::>:~J s 1·re 

have ll12de to thCL'l. Tbis cessation uill be total (;.nc1 con plete 

providine that, 

10 ' J3riti::::h Army raids, h::rrasGmcmt 

thc [mme period. 

2nd (;.r:'8Gts ccn.<'e foT" . 

2. Ro show of provocation is c?Tr:i.ed out by tlE_ Crm·m 1'·orcGs. 
( 

3. The re-introduction of the RUC i)')to aroC'.s jn \d:ich 'Ll'LC:-,r 

are not 8.ecept"ble is not attempted. (This includes 2..r:..y 

of thc Cro'{lp Forces j.n or out 0:' uniform). 

. 4;' Alry brevch of these terms Hill be com:~jdered r~s a 

refusal to tccept the eleven day cess~t:on, 2nd 

. appropriate e.ction i'rill be tc...ken to protect our people:, 

vIe ld.sh to have an inc1icr .JlJion of the British GOVGrnJilcn L I [) 

attitud8 before the 28th of December 1974 .. 

The Army Council Og1aif,h no.. He:i.rc<.'~·m. 

December 1974. 
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·rht:·r 1· you ·fo." Y<'' lc tcr. r){ i}·lf1 8th ·. H>i- ll .. T'. ...h 
.Join;~ 1. C:" C r.. 1J !f'l ~· ·c1 L:~. l.'"'n l,l·l:cLc'd ';c-··y 
b"/ :: ( . .lc~ '~· t': t l:. ;.'od~ 1 ::.: -Oi.. C h • ·c:to~ :Ln 1·.1 ~ 
CC.'1Htt:.y,. ) woulc.l 1 i.h! to cor, r.; -~,uJ.< tt. you < n<J ,-ou .. ; 
~· . ·'0 ·'·c .. , c '1 , .. r,t r.o· "·i f)l" .! .. !lJ,.. ("· rJ· '"l''1 '. ,t .,.r-, {f. rt• .' .. ;) "' ~.,, • J. ...:• l1 1)-..•.;,, ~-· 1. ., 1. • ,J •, c.. '.' 1:1 ... '-'· ~• "'" '''" 

llt.:va qo~~. "~f .,o 0 qood s·~.-..~c .. ~;o fa~: a~: pub ic:.~y :i!' 
t""Of1Cclr,·u. f~..:~.l~o...:; !""you \.'OU.f.d bu qood n·u~·! ·~o GOdVC..)f 
·i.Lon: c;o:, J~~a ~ui ;· ',iow~ to lJ .- T;u.1d:L~, 

You •.viJJ. \)') .1w.:v:c.: ~t ·- hop~~ i;l~a 0hin(, I h~· .ro 
Gt:-u~.~ cd 5.n t..vr .;:y :·'~ t1lic st-:· ~ r1, n . :·· huvc. litJ~lo 011 'Lhe 
r;. ·~~U~.Jt:.:...c,tl ;~ n l .. :. ~;Lt':t·r. Ix.'\t~ .. ~ .. r J ~ ;·. :J ·;;J1d..., ·\'~.oJ.ci,re :,.• .. ,.~ 
C<:cJ!Y: D,,·l p :wen b·. J.c::..tor .d~ 'filltJnct: J.~ii1.os •.'.:v~li .:':.t 
• '1 ~ . , ' l .. s.. ~ l . \ ' .· ' ,...... ... ·1 .... , "" " , ""'J ' .! ' ~·· ' "' ' , .. • .. 1 ' ~ t. . .. r ,,. (., -··'i ,,;.(.; V• J .... j:...J •• ',\..:.•~ ... ). ,)· ..... C.lt • . , II ... :,l,.:.(]d •• (;; .,_ 

hit t>:Jl'IIP:'_~!J•. .Lt p:C l. ng~-. .:.1:1..1 ~ r1t,..::ns:: f:' £;G d:i.V.•.!"i O .. !; :;nd 
f-DLi..pc:·rc. •• .Jn~r hop~ oZ u ju;·;; s ·t~H.1.1~:!"G \.J:1:i.c·11 \,!U. ~;:i·~:· !;;{ 
't~hc.: w.\ch"ts vf <~ll "t"l.(: pd.::i·:\. ... r. concl.:n: c. I:;: fH'l.:t.t..c.11 
, · .'. ~' "'c: , . . • J'l"'~ .. ,.,. .. ,. ·1--c·\ !l..., ·•r .: " ~ .. · \'' Tl'l,~·. )-.--.\• !""'!~~. ~,...~ Jf .. ,.. ·,· '-• .•. '·'"""·~ . ,.z.v 1 •. • '"""" •• '' ·- ,,, :_.< • \. ~ \IV , .. ;.. ·" • •~ 1 ~ .,., , , , • 

J ~ovo f)n:pl1rr).s~ci ·L11t:!.;Q J-.~O: .. rl·~s ~~~;c~:} .. tl t.!r~:J. 0~Ju ~· 11 0!1~~ \··t:j.:LJ. 
cunU .. t1tW to (:o ~;o( 

. 
• 1 c · · · 1 · • J ·r·1 · • · 1 1 J )C _. ·1:;),>::->:'JYI J.~ W~'.i._ . . .,~;J.I:1G't• )') mm;c ~GCGI1"G ~ ll(;"'t(,0 J1 ".:;~ .. 

of v :..u:L.ncc~ both 5.n tb:.c~hU''n L\"(?1<1nd \Jnd l~:l7':i.t<·:i.n ~.;ec:.~ 
to h uVC ln'nught c) s:·~~'i1"i, !nt311Y pC<.'p.l.Q DC;··OEC c1 n~ { -~.hr•Jsho d 

r• • • ' · • "\ I 1 • I • en ~'OVLU. ra on u nu < P' ~.::r.- c J. ~ Jo:..~ ..... u wpc r.n:J ,. • eve; n now\' 
·'· ]1 o<·n J""'~'"P'"'H'i L-.1 0 ·'-' ,l' , ,.•l. ~ '"•11l~'"" ··•:t' "l l l ~ :f,..,c·'·,,.i l)'f ·i· t1·· c.' 1_, d<,;, •'-"•' ••• u .. ~ . -lJ... I\..- , • .;.._:. •'.:: \ ., . . ~ .. t J, '- · lo-. ~· • j .., J.. 

q ~·:o•:Ji n g :~n~.is~cnco 0:1 Ll j.:'C·~:~o:ca·c:Lon of pcac:0 ~1;:d~ j r: 
;.:-or,pom.ie to ·th0 c~1;,1p.:d.g : no~·J bo:i. ng lr:.1unc he::d • \i'i l l c aJ.l 
u h;.:rJ. t t o t hr)L" Cclf!'lpi.d. c_:;ns c 

At tho r ~. csont tir.K•, onc1 of "\:he ways \\\.. can corrc:'; :Lbuto 
·.o p:r:oq:r"C' S!> i G to u nr,urc thd t. our -~or.:-ci tory is not t sc:d 
c1s a b~sc from which to l t· unch v:tolcn:::c in NCJ:ctilorn 
:rrclDndf or au a sou:.r.·c..c of iH'IlJG o:r: c;~plosivos, o:s:: .::~s <1 
L~w(.;n for fu t] i tive pc:u:t:i.cipa nt., in th(! c; .:!r.1 pc1j gns of violcr.co. 
This wa a r a doinq with ull tho res,ourc.cs at our ccr·imand 
llnd ~ I think l .d 11 f Jil'l y G2 y, With cone pi CUOU G SUGCOS5 ~ 
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fc·::: y( t', :I.. "i,(:t.;' ry:: 'U f' g.;,;ll. :_ 1G1" ,d ;J'l :,11? 
(-n r- 11 • 1'1 ··'I·jet. I ", I\'''~n 1'1'1"'1 r,>"l t,",_,i· v - Vl • tJ\. .. " 11 • l.J- 'I ...... J... •• ~.! .• ..., 1 •• ~.J f'" \.-. I 

\ 'f';'" 'l'" " l'r . ~ " "'( " ... 1 ",' r-. .... (I , .. ;,,,,,. "11 .l.!.-!~j ,d'.,. \.' , . -•. ;, d l" J. _) ••••• <._ .)-. .... '.~ ., j .... u'-'·,... , .• 
c~.J!lb .. y., X would l:U~o to (.onJr.~".uJ..t ~'t; you .]1.(1 you.' 
("' ('.~ .. '/0 \:), C' '... en' I) (H \'O 0' ".j n (l ,'. ! 1"" (' a r 11 • :' 'u ' r~ \; \ ,.~ ,. b 'C l ., 't· J. :'l """',~ \ It "._J" ... 1 .) ... 1 I.") .11 ...... .J. \.J l.. •• ....,. : .. l Y ..... .:> ,IA ...... \...- ... _, ~t.:.~ v ..... 
bave qot. o~f. .,C) <.l (')oCld ~'i..cJ.'C· .• !,!J '[a::: i.~: pub.u.c:d,y :I~' 
l'onr;Clrc 'l;~ r"~~;llc.lps. you \.'OU.f.C' ,A) (I(.ad n: WJh 'i~() (;O:lvc:y 

tl~c;n: C(J:l(J.1'i.1 :.uJ,' \':J, 011'1 to U:r; T.U,ldj,(,.~ 

YO~.l w.~J.). ba ti;·J,:n:r;.:~ :c h'Jp<"v- tha ~ ';,hG OtiC thir!g :[ b3'l€: 
.. 1 . . ' • \, .. .. \ . , 1 
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C:OiJSC: and p,;tJco- \n ;t.(;:.:;:l~orl.'; .. Vi <..:LtJnc(! b::Lnos \:.: ... tL 5.'L 
( ",,,':11' t!(.· :'~1 ··/\l. .. l· .. ·'W·:'4.: '1'0 ..... , 'roO', "t:.~'l··· 'tll Jt"'·~\Y" :,~. ''''1' f) 
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PO~;~P(IW (' ()n~ .. hOfJ~ 0;; il .]l r,';; sc~ti-l(:;i,(.nt which \"5.U. S{}':·.:~~;;'y 
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( .'. ("C' ''' , .. ' (JI-r-' - l:'c. +(', 1)" "1~ .f· " : " \"~' 11"\'" }'1-"''''' '''0'' "(,'r.' T "I. "I \;,.'",1. I..> ,,J •• '-' :~,.. l. ,i" ,e; • , .• :, '''' /1': I ,';:0 _. ; , ... 

)WVQ (>l'lplvn;i_s..:d tIH ... t>G J....o.·,n~~!,:: a~)'d.ll cH.') [lgnin ,Jn~~ \',':i.:U 
~untltlUO t,(J do GO( 

-
J he r:r:.~'ilP .:..l:t (Yl :1 E'· W0U,·",t:i.fOc;d. Iho mm:'c :COGCIYG ~r,Gid~nt~ 
of: vj.lllcrjGc~ both 1.1'1 Ib'("(,hu" n I,1.:'clill1d \.!nd })x·:i.taill ~;ec.:~ 
'L D h~WQ !y.;'ough't D CJJ~'C;'at many PQOpJ.G DC~I:'Of~S a ll'~t '~hreshQld 

.r: (!) 'I C'" on :. )f' , -,'r}" '( \ 1(': 1 I \'1 t" .' 1 • ~ ,r'~" \, 01. l.~Vl~ .. ".I, • ""! CJ dl,~·~:t;. ( o ........ I. .. U .01) .... CI1,jc'j) G.I;,.1 110J~ 
.' J c" ···"~r" f"-I'1:C" ~\., ".:',.". 1 .; . 1 '),~ .... 1 tt.1" 11 l)"'") ... .. -J7,,\ ..... : (,! I .. ·. '''h'' r'" v )(L,G ).\.:,)p~, •• " __ ... ,,,0 /. 'J_ V_O,.C .lt.!:: I"i.., I~" t.J. Lee ," ~1 ,Yf "l; 1. .... 

J ~ ... ..... , .. 
9:\:;'0'.']1..0g :' J1blS,CCnCC: Od ij :CC'f,'t.Ol.'<l'C:LOn 01' PODC'i.; t.l}{J~ J.n 

):·OSPOllC·Q to the (')!lipai(Jn nOl) bei ng l~ unclwd ~ I.l'ill call 
tl halt to thci:~ cDmpi.d.gnso 

At the pJ:0.sent tifJl0, ona of '\:ho ways W~ ca n corri:.j;:tbuto 
',0 p:r::og:C05 S i 5 to ensurc- thJ tour tor,l:i )I.ory is not usod 
c1S a b~se from wh-Lch to l cJu llch violence in No:cl,hc~:-n 
):rcltHl.d, or an Cl sou:r.cc of arms 01: ci~plosives$ m: as a 
iwvcn for fugi t:t vc pc:u.:t:tci pC1 fit s 'i,n the c .::r;lpc'Ji911~ of violenco 0 

Tills wa ara doino \\li th <.111 the resourc.es at our c(;['1mand 
and~ I think I c~n fairly say, with conspicuous success~ 

" 

-- ••• l " ~ . ,h" w,.~.,. ....... ~ 

~. ~ 

• I 



t • 

• 
I 
f' .-' 

I 

2.3. 

.. , ... 2 ~-

l.I<Dy t conc..'Lud0 lr~r i.~qa·! n com;.1o-r;cl:i.nrJ ·i.rH-) Chu:~ciw~:. on 
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ObJ~JG't:I.VO 'GtlC~ C.ntn·;;}! } r~,:Auc~;.:~~ •n .. ll l';;_·;vG pl.! C <d.J. ·:,;he 
pcop) ::.: of: lJ.'CL'~nd <~r;d LLr:.-:.·~uin greatly in ·cho.i.r dob·::o 
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The Hc~v. 1\ • .J. h'oir·, MoSCo~ D~D. to 

Cl•:?rk of ;\::,r.om))J.y and Gc~nc:.r..J2. .Sac:cotary ~ 
Tho Pro ?.byto .. 'i<HI Chu.!'ch in I:r.ola nJ v 
Cf,ux·ch !louse, 
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V:h<l"l.GV03.' f~J; :'.11 SCOiiO ka:! h':'.\fo U':: ... C·', for che i4C·!"j,\fL'~ir S 
:t 11l\/C-l ju~i'~ rn~';~~;~:~()iJtd \'~;J~. L.:; (.)):f~Ll~(!~~·.(~L\!) J. ~(;:.~u.~ .. ~:~, Lt 
'~ly!: l,:C',lli.i..nul LC'~'! j\I:.'i_rJL~t.t(;!, ~ i.! l:, r: )''; I", -l t'Q 'L,lL 
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dCfi/(_.Lop"dl' iol.lov!5.IH) tl· ;·.u:~('n;; j ·;ni(;,\:c;). ~ll mcc';.inq 
011 i:11:l~; !lh.l·'ali..\..::,_"~ ()la \·jll;}~.l':: r!.;z.ri"'~~ \\\1 cr.r:'C! .~ et~~d·.~ ~- ':llJ' 
.... 1- "' . & .. , • 1 .~ ..... ~,~.~. - .. ~~.. ". ,~. J. 1-.. .... ._,..., ~,1 r .l {'.no·cl !.klp{ LlOl Ol, Cl;(,),v.l.) •.. !..J.t! i.dl...: J~"IJ,I,:,' \<_,'!J ... \"<";'.). .... 

. ' () co ,()!J,.".:"I., J' n " I~ ,/~"'i""~l' ,,',,",'f ':-:or ~l·~r. (T,-,n,·l t){' ';"1") to ~ .t ~ U L,t..: f (~ _1,;.'):,- l" ~(,; .. ~Ci 'j ~ \.! L>"';' J'Vvu ... t.I ~ 

(:llJt~' '0 C(J.;t.'r:ur;.l ty livi 1<:1 :':.i.'! th::"s, it~l;.1rdc> 

l~DY I ccnc.lwlo IN ;.'f}J'Ln ...:.:otn:llencl5,ng 'ch{- Chtr~cllG~: on 
.' Ir 0 C ..... illl~·1 .. 1·"'11 "rlll L),r .'.~ ·'rl'~~"II'''''' .It': (1Y'i ·r:'c""!"'- .' \ .......... ~ ... "'l (\'~11-:'>V.( \1'"' I, I _ VI.· ... ~ ,.~. ,.... I J 1 •• jC), J.~ • • '~ ,r. .. 1 .. ) .... L.I\ ...... .;'" C • .!...> .•. ' 

Gf~:c;c of h~-<j p. Il: ';'h0 C~.Jrl<-;:L(:,n if; SUCC(':~~)·::ll.l in ;;.-:,"} 
objcGtivo ":hc: Chtl~'(;l! ,'(;;,dr;~;t:!:' \;;:LLl hi.::v\?J put '~11 '~L0 
p0()ph~ of l:l.'cl;;nd t~rid 13r.'.-;"L:<Jin gt'GcJtly in 'c/:'):i.r cktb:. o 

you~s cincorelyc 

L.,!, ·.1 ,i" 

The l1r;v. 1\ o.J. Weir'. Mc- Se 0 I D $ D. ~ 
Clork of Assoml)l.y i-Jnd CGncn'a1. Suc:cot<.;ry ~ 
TI10 Pro r.by tOh'i<) n Chu]:'ch :i. n Irola nu y 

Chw:'ch llou 50 f 
BELF,\ST }~Tl 6lJl',lQ 
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Confirma tion Co&....!.. 

The folJ.LNl :!. n ;; s tatuu.ont har~ been .i.uou c d on bebalf of 
the ~h..1 oj_ c; e achy r1r. I.i am CN.>.:Trave T, D. 

rvroo-'..,.Lng bet-.;-rr;en the Tlloisea8h a11d -Lhe Tan<OUste 
a~ · ~ Church Leader s . 

1l:: e Taoiso~wh, 1·Tr. Li ~;-:1 Cosg.~avc, T"D. 5 and the J:'anaiste, 
l·1r. Brendan Corish_7 T. D. me·c tl~e leaders of the fol:tr nnin reli~j_ous 
denominf.!.tjons ::..2.1 Ir•::1ancl, Ca·~·Jn;.Rl viilJia1o. Convmy, Archbishop of 
Arm.'l(;h anc' P.riwate of l':_l__l lr.::J ar:.d ~ tl:e Nos t Rev. Dr. Simms, 
Archbi.shcp of P_r;·..:2c;:1 c:ncl. Prir.'lat-:; of All Ireland~ Rev. Desmond l\lorrj_s, 
l:lresident of t:1e r:Iethol:.iot Cl~,i)Tcb and ra. Rev. Dr. G. Temple Lundio, 
rlfodera tc,r of the P.rc. sb:y t8z· • . a~1 Assembly. 

The meeting ;ras arT<J.:le;eCl. at the Churc:h Leaders' request, to enable 
thGm to infor"J the ~:a o..Lse8cl1 and the Tanaiste of the progrc;ss of the 
h~ish Churches J oin-'c C8:c:1paign of Prayer fu::.: Peace. 

~J.lhG Church leaders than.l~~<l the Taoiseach for his message of support 
·on the inj_ tiai.;ion -:-;f t~v:; car:.paJ.cn. ~hey r-eported on the progress of 
the ca~n1x1.ign and on t:hs widosp-roo.d feeling of hope among the; people 
of this islar.d duT:i.n~ the n:.~esent cessation of vioJ_ence. The 
meeting viaD agreed ar:- to t~;.c impo:::tance for t:Le sake of all people 
of maintaining the n~crJentum of ·+he rrescnt initiative for pe3.ce . 

Tne Taoisoach ar..C::. ·rr:~·~laiste F·J.l.co:ned tlle :impact of the campaign. 
They indicateci i:h'J.i:;:-o ho:;;e th::tt in the present atmosphere the elected 
representa·tives o-£ all poli t :_cul parties in j.'Jorthe:rn Ireland vlould 
rro-vr take the; i'ni-Giatives opE-m to them vri th a vievr to establishing a 
just and lasting peace on the basis of political i:n.sti tutions in 
Northern Ireland C<);::;unanding vdde sprc;ad acceptance among the people 
there. Tl1e Irish Gove:::.'r.m.ent would do al·t in their pov-wr to help 
in the achievement of these aimso 
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CO}lfirm8,ti on CoJ2Y..:.. 

The ToJJ.CfWi Ut'; s LIl tUll.ant has b oen .Lut'ued on behalf of 
the Taoi seac.h? }\1r. Iia m Co s grave T. D. 

---~-.----------

I.Jl88"'uing 'oe t';-lCcn the TaoiDea -;h and the Tan.t:riste 
<1":10. Church J-leader s . 

'TIl e Taoi}3c:ach, Zr. Li 'ln Cosg.o'·avc, ToD. 5 and the J:ianaiste, 
r-1r. Brendan CoriiJh, T. D. IDc:t the leaders of the four main reli!:;;iou.o 
dcnomin2.tions ill IreJ .::l.l1d;; Ga r·JJr.81 Wi1Jiam Com .. /aY, Archbie>hop of 
A.rmae;h am' Prj.lJ1a·ce of All I1:'oJ ar:d ~ t;}:e Nos t Rev. Dr. Simms, 
Archl)ishop 0 f kr,':2{;l1 cmd P.rimat·3 of All Ireland ~ Rev. De smond }\'Jorris, 
President of t:1C ]\'letl102iot C'~'l',-n'ch and Kt. Rev. Dr. G. Temple Lundic, 
TlJoderat'"r of tIle Th-.c ob', ~ " "' .... \ O:>'. ~ Aoc·"mbl·--. v rJ- ' ~J cl v_._ .\:l,.._, i v....,v .} 0 

The meetin[; 'Vas arra:le;ort at the Churc!1 Leaders I request, to enable 
thorn to infor:,] the ~I:a8.l.oeach and the Tan'lisJce of the progress of the 
Irish Churches Join.1c Cow.paign of .Prayer fo::..~ Peace, 

1ne Church leadern thanl~<-;~ the Taoiseach for his message of support 
'on the inl. tiatiol1 of tl1.0 C2.1:.pn.L[';n. 1.hey reported 011 the progre ss of 
the ca!Tlpo.ign and on the vliclospreC'.d feeling of hope among the people 
of this islar..d dur:i.ne; the n:"'csent cessation of violence . The 
meeting I'TaD aeroed a" to t~!.O impo:'tance for tLe sake of all people 
of main·taining the n:c.r-18ni..um oi +he rresont initiative for peace . 

Tne Taoi seach ant:. I~:::':laiste \!.Jl.co:ued "the :impact of the campaign. 
They indicated. th'J,i:r hcr~)e tb:-tt in the present atmosphere the elected 
representa'tives aT all poli t :_(;<:11 pnrties in l'Yorthern Il"elo..:nd v/ould 
rrOvT takc the i'ni-tiatives o))E-m to them Hi th a vim",- to establishing a 
just and lasting pe2.ce on the' asis of political i:t'lSti tutions in 
Northern Ireland c(jlllI03.l1d.ing vTide spread acceptance among the people 
there. Tlle Irish Gove:::'nmen t vlou.ld do al'l in their power to help 
in the achievement of thesB aims" 
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