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SERIAL NO 257 

SECRET CODE 

I M~1ED lATE 
======== 
TO HQ 

FOR ASST. SEC. DONLON 

·' - ~ 

FROI"l LONDON 

F ROt It .o.r~;BAS S ADOH 

! SAW DOUGLAS JAN ES THI S MORN ING. 
POI NTS THAT EMERGED~ 

-

. .. 

IJ.!Jo 

' 

(1) THE WEDNES DAY MEET ING IN DOWN ING STREET WAS ON THE I N I TI AT I V~ 
OF THE PR 1 ~1E 1111"1 N ISTER . IT. HAD BEEN ON THE i'IAT FOR SOI··IE 
DAYS AND THE PURPOS E UNDERLYING IT IN THE PR IME MINISTER1 S 
MIND WAS TO APPEAL TO MRS THATCHER TO ENSU~E THE UTMOST 
DISCR ET ION BY HER COLL EAGU ES I N THEIR PUBLIC UTTERA NCES 
AT THIS SENSTriVE T!t-IE IN THE NORTHERN I RELAND S ITU/,T ION. 
TH ERE WAS CONCERN IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES ABOUT SOME RECE ~T 
STATEfviENTS ~1A I1Y BY AIREY NE/l.VE.. AS THERE WAS SOI·1E EV IDE NC E. 
OF LOBBYING 0~ TOR IES BY MEMBERS OF THE UUUC EAR LY TH I ~ 
'dEEI< , THE PR IME f·'J i N lSTER Ff:. LT 0~~ ~iONDAY THAT !W T l f"iE SHOULD 

· BE LOS'f IN HAV I i'~G THE i'IEET l [· .. !Go A LESS PRESS ING REASCi'~ 
FOR THE IV1EET I t'~G VJAS THE DES I RABI L I TY OF FILL I f·:G HRS THATCHER 
IN BEFORE HER VI S IT TO THE USAe 

· (2) TH ERE IS NO DOUBT THAT PA ISLEY MA DE A PE RSONAL BID FOR 
POv.: ERo IN THI S HE HAS BE C:!~ CLU!v'iS Y AND HhS SHo·,,;r-J BAD 
JUD GMENT. THE GbVERNMENT WOULD CE RTA INLY NOT WISH TO SEE 
HI M COM ING OUT ON TOP AS HIS PUBLI C ATTITUDE IS . INVAR IABLY 

. DESTRUCTIVE. IN PR IV ATE HE¢ CAN BE QUI TE D IFFERE i·~T . 

( 3) CRA IG' S LETTER WAS STATESMANL IKE. WHILE THE S ITUATI ON 
REGARD ING THE CO~VENTION IS NOW CONFUSED THERE COULD ~E 
INTERES TI NG DEVELOPMENTS BEF ORE THE MEETI NG NEXT WEEK. 
A LOT OF INTE NS IVE LOBBYI NG WILL BE GO ING ON !N BELF AS T OVER 
THE· WEEK- END. THERE COULD BE SOME INTERESTING RALLYING OF 
SUPPORT FOR CRA IG. ~ 
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FOR ASS T. SEC. DONLON 
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, 

FR01", LO ND ON 

FRor·" .b.l",BASSADOH 

! SAW DOUGLAS JANES THI 0 MORN ING. 
POI NTS TH AT EMERGED~ 

TH E FOL LOWING ARE THE MAIN 

-

(1) TH E WED NESDA Y MEET ING IN DOWN ING STREET WAS ON THE I NITI AT I V~ 
OF THE PR IME MINISTER. IT, HAD BE EN ON THE MAl FOR SOME 
DAYS AND THE PURPOSE UNDERL~I NG IT IN THE PR IME MINIST ER 'S 
MIND WAS TO APPEAL TO MRS THATC~IER TO ENSU~E TH E UTMOST 
DISCRET ION BY HER CO LLEAGU ES IN TH EIR PUBLIC UTTERANCES 
AT THI S SENS'ITI VE T!ME IN THE NORTHER N IRELAND SITUATI ON . 
T HER~ WAS CONCERN IN GOVER NMENT CIRCLES ABO UT SOME RECE NT 
STATEi"iENTS fv1A lty BY AIREY 'NE/WE. AS THE RE \'/AS S01'!!E EV: DENC E. 
OF LOBBYING or TOR IES BY MEMBERS OF THE UUUC EAR LY THI S 
WEEK, TH E PRIME MiNISTER F ~ LT ON MONDAY TliAT NO TI ME S~IOU LD 

. BE Los'r IN HAVING THE MEET iNG. A LESS PRESS ING REASON 
FOR THE t/IEET I NG V~AS THE DES I RA13 1 L ITY OF FILL I f:G FIRS THATCH ER 
IN EEFORE HER VISIT TO TH E USA. 

(2) THERE IS NO DOU BT THAT PAISLEY MADE A PE RSONA L BID FOR 
POV/ER. IN TH IS HE HAS BEc!'; CLU rv1S Y AND HAS SHO'\jN BAD 
JUDGMEIIT. THE GbVERNMEf 'T WOULD CE RTAI NLY NOT WISH TO SEE 
HIM COMING OUT ON TOP AS HIS PUBLIC ATTITUDE IS!NVARIABLY 

. DESTRUCTIVE. IN PRIVATE HEt CA N BE QUITE DIFF ER E i~T. 

(3) CRAI G'S LETTER WAS STATEsr"IANLlKE. v/HILt THE S iTUATION 
RE GARD ING THE CO ~VENTION IS NOW CONFUSED THERE COULD BE 
iNTEREST ING DEVELOPMENTS BE FORE THE ME ETI NG NEXT WEEK. 
A LOT OF INTE NS IV E LOBBYI NG WILL EE GOING ON !N BELF AS T OVER 
THE· WE EK-END. THERE COULD BE SOME INTEREST!NG RALLYING OF 
SUPPORT FOR CRA IG. 
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( 4) 

. (5) 

{6 ) 

(7) 

'(8) 

( 9 ) 

~.THE CONVENTI ON IS TO END SOON THI S DOES NOT MEA N THAT 
fHE GOVERNMENT WILL BE PRODUC ING ANY IDEAS OF ITS OWN 
QUICKLY. NORMA LLY ThE REPORT .OF THE CONVENTI ON WOULD HAVE 
TO BE AWAITED AND A REACTI ON SHOULD COME ONLY AFTER THE 
REPORT HAD BEEN CO ~S I DE RED . HOWEVER, THE DEBATE ON THE 
REPORT IN THE CO ~VE NT I O N MAY CRE ATE A SITUATI ON IN WHICH THE 
GOVE RNMENT MAY BE FORCED TO SHOW ITS HA ND MORE QUICKLY. 

. . 
JANES FI RMLY EXPRESS ED THE VI EW THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WILL 
i~OT BE STAf.;PEDED BY PAISLEY OR EY t-\ NYEODY ELSE INTO ~10\J I NG 
t'IER LY N REES ' QUICI< LY. , 1'1ERLYN REES' S FORTHCOt~ I NG VI S IT 
TO THE US AND CANDADA IS PARTLY PRIVATE AND PARTLY 
BUS INESS . HE HAS A LONGSTANDING INVITAT ION FROM HIS CLOSE 
FRIE ND THE PERM. REP. AT THE UN. WHILE IN THE US AND CANADA · 
HE WILL BE DOI NG SOME TRADE AND OTHE R ECONOMIC PROMOTI ON 
WORK OF INTER EST TO THE NORTH. ' NO DOUBT HE VJ ILL ALSO WISH 
~~IlX~~lXIgKX~Rg~~NX&IRXM~3IX~ '' TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
ON THE PO LITICAL ASPECTS ''. 

REES HAD DEFI NITELY PLANNED TO TAKE SOME LEAVE THIS WEEK AS 
HE HAS URGENT CO NSTITUENCY MATTERS ·To ATTEND TO. 

JI M CALLAGHAN HAS BEEN BRIEFED FOR A TALK WITH THE MINISTER IN 
VEN ICE. IN A THROW AWAY REMARK JANES THOUGHT THE REQUEST 
FOR A MEETI NG vl ITH H ltv1 CALLAGHAN A ~m RE ES TOGETHER A BIT .~Jn~ 

STRA NGE . REES i"1AY NOT READILY AGREE TO TH IS. · ~ ~,JI~ ~- --s 
. / 

I CALLED JA!YIES' S ATTENDION TO THE INSE RTI ONS IN COiviBt.T ABOUT ""'--~ 
\l1H I CH JO!-lr\ · i'-1C COLGAN \•/ROTE TO l"lE. THESE HAD EEENr··iE NT I ONED ~ 
TO THE SECRETA RY OF STATE BY THE SDLP ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO . ~U-: 
E N·~UI R I ES Vm lCH HAVE BEEN t•iADE S INCE LEAD TO THE CO NCLUS,ION 
THAT THE INS ERTI ONS \vERE. BOGUS . l<t.P fK vof.t... w.- ., >-< ·•· ~.:.. - -

. I ' . ' ' ' . ~ , · '&-II t..-tA6-/ 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE HAS AUTHORISED THE ' 
SOL I C I TORS TO PROCEED WITH THE NE GOTI ATION OF A SETTLEl··iE NT 
IN THE !viC ELHO ilE CASE • . 

(10) AFTER THE CONVENT I ON l''lEET I NG NE XT ~l E EK · IT SHOU LD BE POSa I ELE 
TO SEE MOR E CLEARLY WHAT THE FUTURE POS IT ION IS LI KELY TO BE 

DO'S 12/ 9/75 ' TI ME 13. 25 

COR RE CTION PAGE 1 LI NE10 '' MA lLY '' SHOULD READ '' MAI NLY'' 

lj}l 

5300G ESTR El 
· HIBERN IA LDN 

I 

( 4) 

(6) 

(8) 

(9) 

~,THE CONVE NTI ON IS TO END SOON THIS DOES NOT ME AN THAT 
fHE GOVER NMENT WILL BE PRODUC ING ANY IDEAS OF ITS OWN 
QUICKLY. NORMA LLY THE REPORT ,OF THE CONVE NTI ON WOULD HAVE 
TO BE AWAITED AND A REA CTION SHOULD COME ONLY AFTER TH E 
REPORT HAD BEEi·! C01'iS IDERED . HO':!EVER , THE DEB/~TE ON THE 
REPORT IN TH E CO ~VE NT IO N MAY CREATE A S ITUATI ON IN W HI C~I THE 
GOVERNMENT MAY BE FORCED TO SHOW ITS HA ND MORE QU ICKLY. 

JANES FIRMLY EXPR ESSEti THE VIEW THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WILL 
NOT BE STM-;PEDED BY PA ISLEY OR BY ANY EODY ELSE INTO HOV I I ,~ G 
r~ERLYN RE ES ' QU IC KLY. ' ~lER LY N REES ' S FOR THCQtIJ ING VI S IT 
TO TH E US AND CANDADA IS PARTLY PR IVATE AND PARTLY 
BUS INESS. HE HAS A LO NGSTA ND ING INV ITATI ON FROM HIS CLOSE 
FRIE ND TH E PERM. REP . AT THE UN. WHILE IN THE US AND CANADA ' 
HE WILL BE DOI NG SOME TRADE AND OTH ER ECONOMIC PROMOTION 
VJORK OF I rHEREST TO THE NORTH. I NO DOUBT HE V! I LL ALSO WISH 
~~IXXS~IXIgKX~Hg~RNXZXR~Mg~!XX " TO SET TH E RE CORD STRA IGHT 
ON TH E POLITICAL ASPECTS". 

REES HAD DEFI NITELY PLA NNED TO TAKE SOME LEAV E THIS WEEK AS 
HE HAS URGENT CO NS TITU EN CY MA TTERS TO ATTE ND TO. 

JIM CALLAGHA N HAS BEEN BR IEF ED FOR A TALK WITH THE MINISTER IN 
VE NICE. IN A THROW AWAY REMARK JANES THOUGHT THE RE QUEST 

FOR A MEET ING vl ITH Hlf'1 CALL AGHAN Mm RE ES TOGETHER A BIT . .oUl'J.....-' 
STRANGE. REES j'-'lAY NOT READ I L Y AGR EE TO TH IS. . (j ,fi" ,...:vr- ') 

I CALLE,D JAMES' S A HE ND ION TO THE INS E RT IONS IN COiviBt. T ABOUT j,/. Iw.-, 
",mICH JOH t-: [vj C COLGAN \t/R OTE TO l"lE . THESE HAD BEENr,IENTI ON ED ~ 
TO THE SECr~ETARY OF STATE BY THE SDLP ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO. ~u. ... : . 
ENQ UI RIES WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE S INCE LEAD T~ THE CO NCLUS.ION 
THAT TH E I ~SERT I ONS \vERE ' BOGUS . , f<,l.P .fvr vO ~- ,,< ~~t-J;.~ 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE HAS AUTHOR ISED THE ' 
SOLICITORS TO PROCEED WITH THE NEGOT IATI ON OF A SETTL E1~ E NT 
I N THE IvlC EL HO ilE CASE . 

(10) AFTER THE CONVENTION MEETI NG NE XT WEEK IT SHOULD BE POSS IBLE 
TO SEE MORE CL EAR LY WHAT THE FUTU RE POS ITI ON IS LIKELY TO BE 
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