
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2005/151/698 

Title:  Note by Dermot Nally, Assistant Secretary, 

Department of the Taoiseach, recording the 

substance of telephone conversations with 

Maurice Hayes, one of the Secretaries to the 

Northern Ireland Constitutional Convention, on 

8 and 9 September in which reports were 

made on the progress of proceedings 

Creation Date(s):    9 September 1975 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



"' fr· I 
• 

- ~ "l'., 
•""; 

) -

r 
- .. • 
I~ 

II. ... 

l ·-~ 
I ' ~ ... ,. 

' . -
- I 

... 

, j 

... 
I J I 

I ,. ... , . ~ 

1-~ h.~"' 

~ 
\• 

~-r-"' ·. 
' I 

.. I ~ 
.+ 

r 

._. . 
-~·-
• - 1 

NOTt: : - I - =~· ~ ~ " 
J I L-1 • 

.~.- ,. .L 1 .~ 1 The ¥VdY thi 91l se.,m to be Clev el'opjng n w was tho-li: 
, 1'~ 1 e; the-r some prop'0SC! l S , tvhic h c oul d ;t at the C~oventi on waul~ have to b§ evei¢ped , or 

somet hing lik~ t he Pa i s l ey pr oposu s f~r a b oycott 
,.-- ' wou.!.d emer ge . I f the prop.CJsa l s wer e thi3t rta l ks 

~o}c ~ ~ shou1d go 'On , in the absence of gui de l inE; s fr om 
!>- "'-:1 1 the g;r')ups which ,Jre meeting , the di.ffi c ul t y of .. 
f- 1

- - the CJnve:1ti on \vould '__y e1 to sett l e on any1:hi ng ±o ....... . 
·- ...t ' • ,, , talk a bout . 
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1
" _ His impressien of the 'DL P v~-s ~fia~~thcy \Vere o 

~ ~ ~ , 

1 

a 1 
1 " re- active '1 • The'/ te 'lded to rer=~d: to f3!TOf=>osa·:rs put 

~~ I to them by the Loyalist groupings and •did 'lot produc e 
tr , ..,.... K"",-4 proposo 1 s of their .own . They ilt'J,.;~'ea!.Celsl to b~ extremel y 
"f- reluct.mt to commit thernse lves~o ~Ot;!r . The 
~ r.- . .- 1 T.. genera l atn()sphen~ had not bepn hel,.ea by Hume ' s 

£ t.,.f 1 ~ L "P\_ )•recent spe"l:>ch , wh.:..c1_h• tli~ Loyal:l!st :t-epr~sentatives r.- 1 
_, , sc1id was a ~reach of t he 'agr tPnent not to go pl.'.lbiic .. 

-:--""·f"' ~ -;-1 on ma~ters re l ati ng to Conv e 1tion activi.ties , v'Ihi ).e 

f

"i,., _.. ~\ the ·gTotJps ·.Jere meeting . 
1 1 1 1 • I ,.- Ill 1'11!1 • 

I I .. ~ .... _L" -1 -~• •- • kr . Hayes said tina t the sectCJ'I'ia n murders we.re R· r-- - r, providing a focu s f or a ll "Df them which -.,,pul1E:.cl 
' 

1 
I.L them up short 11 • 1 ~ ._ -_- ~ .- -:a 

h - - . ILl ... v-II - ""' . ,. tl - - ' ~ J • i , 
r-h""r 1 J"i He would be neeting Sendtd,r l.ary rl bins,~n , nd 
J 1 ~ · Dona l Jarri gton ( r.dvi s~~ tl ~ .th? S.:JL Fl ) s rtly . 
I~~~~ ~ - -, -
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~OilTHE!{\J 1. ELr\ ~O 

NOTE : -

Mr . Maurice Hayes, one of the Secretaries to the 
Convention , phoned it9?f~ · ., 'Pr on 8th September to 
say that, as he now saw it , the Convention seemed to 
be t~etering on the edge either of success or failure . 
There had recently been some glimmer of hope in 
talks by the Loyalist s i de of ~ ten year consituti on 
or of a voluntary temporary coalition , which could 
make allowance for particip~tion by the SDLP or 
minority representatLves . The UUUC side was 
being well represented by Mr . Craig . 

The rogress that was being made had not been helped 
by the murder of the two UOrl men or other events 
in South Arma9h . In particuldr , the killings in 
the Or<Jnge Hall there recently had prl)duced a very 
bad mooO at the meetings . The Loyalist side were 
in a .thoroughly "bolshie " fral1e of mind as a result . 

The way things seem to be developing now was that 
e ither some proposals , which could be discussed 
at the Convention would have to be developed , or 
something like the Paisley proposa l s for a boycott 
wou~d emerge . If the proposals were that talks 
should go on , in the absence of guidelilles from 
the 9r0ups which Jre meeting , the difficulty of 
the CJnvention ,.lQuld be to settle on anything to 
talk about . 

~Iis impression of the SDLP was that they wer too 
lire - active" . They tended to react to pro osals put 
to them by the Loyalist . groupings and did not produce 
proposals of their own . They ap~eareJ to be extreme l y 
reluctdnt to commit themse l ves to paper . The 
general atmosphere hdd not been helped by Hume ' s 
recent speech , which the Loyalist representatives 
said was a ~reach of the agreement not to go public 
on matters relating to Convention activities , vvhile 
the groups were meeting . 

IV.r . HJyes said that the sectaria n murders were 
providing a focus for all of them which "pulled 
t hem up sh ort 11 • 

He 'NoulcJ be meeting Senator [ .. ary 11.)binson , and hr . 
Donal 3arrington (AdviS cer~ to the S:JLP) shortly . 

9th September , 1975 . 

!-,'r . Hayes phoned me again on 9th Se tember 'lbout the 
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].ec i bn 'oy_ the LJyalvt gruupi..£)9~·y·~ .s · er<.Ja y :> f +he 
C0lCe 1>t( of power.. sho.ting in G~vernr1ent in Jlortlkrn 
I nHand . , 1-li s vi't:w. was th<..~ t the terms .. in •\vhi ch the 

_rej-ectff:2.n ht>~ tal-en· pl.Jce n ake it if'ltJOssi bL._. f or .. 
the SGLP.' t~-vt~K_:ii t};le C :>rw .. ef.ltion . .. .-....! ~ 

• . - (.. #fill' 
- j - . ~ 

I'Hig-.-.:im~re"~~-sts~bii wJ.s Cr .. J:i!g had rigs ~d -l:he earl'i.er 
~eeti~g , 'bB ~e sult of Which had bee n d disclaimer 
of Paisley ' ~a ll f 0 r ~ · b'0yc ott on the CJrwe. Jti ori ' 
in view f Lhe sec.uri t y si ttJ..;tion . ?c:;isley , in 
turn , had l:'i.<eJed J"on<ctay ' s ag,Jear<.)nce by the U.v: 
men , i r1cl~d~:g J.l!m Stnyth . • ~ 

_ .... ,.~f 
The result of ry'est~rday ' s haopenii.ngs was , as 

... • I plo 

/ ·H'r Ha;yes s W· ·~ , <~t_lld:t the ~ ..::>iJLP could not e v en 
seen to be j" o "di;s1.l~JJe . .. Jhe Loyalists wert. 
beha}Zing so unreJs·ontJbly that -chey had , i n ft.~ct , 
g.J't t'-:te SuL'P o££ 1tlne hook . Pr majority retJort 
emer 3in3 f~Gh th: ~' typ~ of appro~ch could , be of 
no p0ss:ble v.s L; ~' o tlnem . ,\ ny sJch re;Jort v.JOuld . 
f 311 1\yi t~ ~~~· .... ~P'i!: 1• th ur:1p " in We strni ns .. t e r . . /' 
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.± askP.d Lr . Jrlayes how long it woul,_d , in .. f ac t , tdke 
-tq -g~od-Jce s Jch p frep:ert; - on the iDe st a ssum )t~ on s 
a.s • t .O •,ar1t~ci["'dt · on etc . by the c:jJfferent grou ings 

I • fJ 

in the ,tt;0nve t · ' n . f, r . Hayes sa i d th l L if 'the ' 
re~0rt. ~e~~[tar eC! next '•e..Jk it would tJ ke mtil ~ 

•tHe "e nd ~Qcqp% or &.:rrly \bver•ber even to get it"' 
i 'tlto a . or-m ·in V:th'JJcl] • · E could be pres_nted . '"~~ .. , . .... . . -· , ... 

I. • 

] a~kpd; if~ he. ha~ 'iew.s on posri blc ~cvclo ~0nts , 
on tl{eJ p:>0 1i tical f t;pnt , in view of what hc;d ha r- cned 
yester day . ;;r . J ~aYe,s was pessimistic .Jn this (iUest.ion . 

I ;, l• .: 
f • f"' I I J • . ··- ... - ....... .,~ 

i!;l~ .c~gr2ed .. th it! e wo~ld_ kaep in touch - suggesting 
th? t it ~iJht be po~s~bl e , or des~roble , for him 
to corPe , qui tly ,,..t.o Jublin for td lks • 
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rejection by ~he Loyalist ~r)u~ing yes~erd~y ~f the 
cC) lCe,)t J[ oweI' shdring in GJvernfTlent in Jllorthern 
Ireland . ~is view was th~t the terms in which the 
rejectiJn h.d taken plJce make it impossibl_ for 
the SLJLP to tcJlk i.n the Conve Ition . 

His i. )ression WJS thdt Craig had rigl]ud the earlier 
meeting , the re sult of Which ha' been a disclilimer 
of Paisley ' s call for a boycott on the C~nve.ltion 
in view ~f the secJrity situation . Pilisley , in 
t urn , had rig jed r.',onoay ' s a [J,Jeard nce by the L.J.~C 
men , including Jim Smyth . 

The result Clf yesterday ' s hilp enings was , as 
r~r . Hayes SJW it , tl-Jdt the SuLP could not eve be 
seen tc) be in dialogue . The Loyalists were 
behaving so unreasondbly that they had , in filct , 
got the S0LP off the hook . A ma ' ority report 
emer ]in2 from this ty~e of approJch could be of 
no possible value to thefTl . Any such report would 
f all with "il dull thur.1p " in \'iestrninster . 

I asked F.r , Hdyes how long it would , in f act , take 
to produce such cl report - on the best JssumJtions 
JS to pilrtici;:;ation etc . by the different gr'lu injs 
in the Convention . r,lr . Hayes said thJ t if the 
report were started nex t we.?k it would tilke until 
the nd of "ct Jber or e~rly -lovenlber even to Qct .it 
into a form in which it could be pressnted . 

I asked if ~e had riews on p05r:~le ~c 010 ~0nts , 
on the political front , in view of whdt h~d ha pened 
yesterdilY . ~r . ~dyes was pessimistic on this Guestion . 

He agreed th~t he would keep in touch - suggesting 
that it might be possible , or des~rdble , for him 
to come, quiotly , to Dublin for talks . 

9th Se~tenber , 1975 . 

[Copy tc r.r . S . D:)(110n , De artrncnt (;f Foreign "ffairs.J 
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