
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2005/151/698 

Title:  Note by Dr Garret FitzGerald, TD, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of his discussion with James 

Callaghan, MP, United Kingdom Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs, 26 August [1975] in 

Schull, County Cork  

Creation Date(s):    26 August [1975] 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   4 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



/ 

.fJ · r- l r Cf M fJ.1/ ~ ~ 1
1
i_ {.;() lV P. { i)[:"l\ 1 '7'{ f: (.~ · ~ 

d.~. ; /~. . • I . ~Y'1/~ -----~-·-·~-·----·"' 
for Fo:r.e1 qn l\_:·:f:-t.'J:s 1 O.c:·. (:;;u:ret F:t tz (>'·.~·nJ.d,T.U ., 

----------.. ----~-·---- ---·~- -·-- ··~ · ••·-·--U-- -------------- -·-

~he Secreli;ry of State and Mrs . Callaghan came to lunch with the 

1.'a na.i.~te ai ,d H:rs . Co1·ish. After lunch the Sccn~tary of ::=a:ato , 

~~n~J.sle and mys~l f had a discuss i on. 

'J'hc Secre ·~zuy cf State rever ted to our discussion of tl·,C:! ctheJ: 

1':\'JC>lLing . ll e had clearly folJ ov;red it clo ~:.<.~l..y and had b E:en 

r ef :t ee L: ing on i. t. He hacl n.o'Led Ma un~cm Lynch ' s :Lntervent:t on c~J.: 

the end of the d{scus sion when he had r a i &ed the question of 

what i.: ~'H::' Irish att:itud0 v701..tld b e if th8 B:::·itish Cove:r.rrr..~:r:.t. in 

a ttemptirg to deal with a doomsday situation had to t akP strong 

mc:1 suro;; 1.11 NorLhEJi:n I n~ land such d.S L:.i1c j :n·i:rudcction of in te rnment. 

He h ad fe lt that the ~cader of th e Opp~~ilion l1ad Leen ~pproaching 

t he point of replying i n pos i tive t erms ,,,hen his vJife ha d inte rvE.:nccl 

to indicate doubts about Fj.annn Fail: s possibl e a ttitude in these 

c i rcurnstc:mces. 

He a sked a. n umbe .r. of que stions about the North ,. .i nc ludj DCJ c•.sk J.ng 

me to repe a t t he fi g ures I h ad g i ven of estimated strengtlt o f the 

p arami litari es a nd th e strength of the UDR and RUC Reserve . He 

aslc~ about the RUC . I s a id tha t its r eputatj.on ha d risen i n tl1~ 

North , a l though :i.n a n emergency it would p roba b l y at best be nc ut :r.:a .i . 

llowever the ' conspiracy o f silence ' in r~spect o f the Cookstown 

affa ir had damaged its r e puta t ion and some nc t ion in respect of 

tl! is - ·--~~·nc,·"'e-- ·.-J' rtg ·ncr1 ; .. o o~ ·t·1 ·""' :r..· s ·'L.-atl·o· Jl.S L. J . <-< i - J.. " J • .._ .. l · '- L. ~ -

be neces s a ry to r estore confide nce . 

j··or .:::xampJ.e - ~t-.·ould 

He asked ques tions about various politica l l eaders in t he North, 

inc luding questions abou t Fa ulkner ' s pos ition . 
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rLlh e S-scret Cl !: y of Sta te and Mrs _ Callaghan came "to 1 unch v:i t:h the 

l'ana .i. ?te aj!tI Hrs. COl·i s h. After lu n:::h the Secn~tary of fi"l: <ltC' { 

T~n~ i. ste and mys~l f ha d a discussion. 

1.'ho Secre-:::ary ef State r<~verte d to our discuss.lon 0:1: tt':8 ct)H~l' 

"'·/c' !l.ing . !le had clearly foJ. ] Qi-led it c10".(,1y a lld had b8en 

r eflect ing on it. He had n.oted l'laureen Lynch' s :~ntervent:'. ()n '. "-c .... '-

tho end of the discus s ion when he had raibed the question of 

vlhat L~,e Irish atLitude would be if t.he B:citish Cove:;:-m:,c" t . in 

attemptj.n g to deal with a doomsday situation had to take strong 

rnc')SU)~ C ,3 in i:~orlhe:cn IrE~ land such a s t ,llC j :ntrodl~ction of in te rnnlent. 

He had felt tha t the )~eade r o f th e OpV.l.:-iti.on had 1;een u.pp::-oach i n(~ 

t he POillt of r eplying i n pos i t i ve terms \ ~hen his wif e ha d int ervened 

t o indicate doubts about Fianna Fa i l's pos sibl e attituae in these 

ci rcumstanc es. 

He a sked o. n umbe r of que stion s about t.he North .. i nclud j nc] c,.slci.)j<] 

me to l:ep('oa t tl1C fi. gures I had given of estimated strength o f the 

paramililaries and th e s trength of the UDr<. and Rl1C Rese rve . He 

a s l.cd abo ut the RUC. I s a id tha t i ts r eputatj.on ha d ri sen i n tll~ 

North { a lthough in a n emergency it woul d probab J.y at best b e Ilcut raJ. 

However the ' consp iracy of sj.lence ' i.n r~spect of t he Cocks t own 

affa i r had dama ged its r eputation and some nc ti.on in re spect o f 

U lis - LTansfe j: ring men ·to othe r stations j':or cxaJ~!pJ. e ' 0 ",'ould 

be ne cessary to r e store confidence . 

He asked questions about var i ous poli tical l eaders in t he North, 

inc luding q ues tions about Fa ulkner ' s pos ition . 
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H~ said that Bri tish public opinion could be very fick l e on 

Northern Ireland . If there were a doomsday situat i.on there , 

however , there would be a nun~er of Tories who would adopt a 

' un~onist ' position und favour continued British involvement , a nd 

others would tend to support the Government in action it t ook . 

On the Labour benches , however , there vlould be. a number o f people 

who \•.ronl d support disengagement. Harold Wilson would be ' a ll 

r i.ght. ' . 

He s a id that h e attached ve ry great importance to the r e l at i onship 

b ebvecn the Rep1i.blic and Br itain . It vJas very i mportant that this 

should be main ta~ned a 11d it coul d· be very serious i ndeed if the 

relationship were to deteriorate. 

lie said that this re l at i onship depended essentia lly on Britai~ 

t aking its f ull re~~ponsibil.itj_es in Nor-i~hern Ireland . 

~id so , t aking the action necessary to maintain order and to 

p rot ect the lives in part icul2r of the 200 , 000 Catl1olics i s ol ated 

in East Ulster , an Irish Gove rnment. would , I t hought , b e l ikely to 

support Brit i sh a c t ion. Only i f Britain did not take her 

r esponsibilities was there a ser i ous dang e r to Anglo-Irish r e l a tions. 

I n thi s connection I s a id that our r e l at i onship had been l ess 

close since the UWC Strike . He asked was this be c a use the y had 

f a iled to act? I said that in p a rt thi s was so , but t hat the 

probl em d e rived more from continuing unc ert ainty on our part about 

British policy , aggravated by the discussions tha t had t aken place 

and were t aking pla ce with the I RA . Vile did not fee l tha t we h ad 

been fully in the conf i dence of the Bri ti s h Government during thi s 

y e ar , and at times the information give n to u s about these 

di s cussions was , to say the l east , in arrears vis a vis the events . 

For exampl e , we h ad r e c e ive d a d e nia l about di s cuss ion of points 

mentioned in the . Fisk art i c l e a bout 12 points p ut by the I RA to 

t he Bri~ish offi cia l s , but s ubsequenty the Briti s h Ambassador had 
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a id so , t alci ng the action n ecessary to maintain order and to 

prot ect the live s in particul~r of the 200 , 000 Catholics i s ol ated 

in East Ulster , an Irish Gove rnment, would r I thought , be l ikely to 

support Brit i s h aC'tioD. Only i f Britain did not t ake her 

r esponsibilitie s was there a ser i ous dang e r t o Anglo- Irish relati ons . 

In thi s connection I sa i d t hat o ur r e l ationship had been l ess 

close s ince t he mvc Strike. He asked was this beca use the y had 

f a iled to act? I said that in part thi s was so , but tha t the 

prob l em d e rived more from continuing unc e rtainty on our part about 

Britis h policy, aggravate d by the disc ussions th a t h ad take n place 

and were t aking place with the I RA . vi'e d id not f ee l that VIe h ad 

b een fully in the confidenc e of the British Gove rnme nt dur ing th i s 

year , and at times the information give n to us about these 
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the Brilish off icia ls , but subsequenty the British Ambassador had 



reveaJ e d t o th e 1,ao.iseach that a n wnbc r of these poin ts ha d in 

fabt been put . It was natura lly a matte r of deep conce rn to us 

t h a t dis cus sions v;ith the IRA, whlch had s·tarLed on the a lleqed 

basi s of ' c l ar i fying Brit i s h po licy ' wh ich the · IPA h ad mi snnd,:rstoorl. , 

s ho uld h ave gone o n t o include di s cuss i o n at which matters such as 

the statement o f inte nt had been r aised , as was clear even from 

Bri ti sh a ccount s of these discussions . Wh i le it was our i mpres s ion 

tha t r eports that ' agreement ' had b een r eo.ched on a stetteme-nt of 

.intent were exag<Jerated , there seeme d to b e r.cason to th ink that 

Brit i sh off ic j_als had allov1ed the IPA to c'ontinue to belie·ve that 

a ' s tatement o f inte nt ' wou l d b e cons i dered if a nd whe n the Convenlio: 

negotiations broke down . 

The Secretary of State sa i d tha t h e doubted i f British offici a ls 

wou l d h ave acted ir1 this way. It sometimes happened tha t they 

acted b eyond their authority - he ins t a nce d a r ecent case where 

one of his offi c i a l s ha d ' briefed ' on Helsink i in the opposite 

sense to Britis h policy and h a d been ' sacke d' - but this was a 

r are eve nt . 

He ask ed whether Merlyn Rees - who, he said , wa s a very close fri e nd 

o f h i s - h a d been made aware of our feeling of uncerta i n t y and 

no t b eing in the f u l l confide nce o f the British Governme nt , -
we. 

h a dA spoke nto Mer l yn Rees as blun t ly as we had spokeh to him? 

I r eplied in t he n egative , saying that of course we understood 

tha t Merlyn Rees was under very great pressures . 

He r aised the que st i on of wha t a ct i on t hey mi ght t a ke i f t h e 

Co nve ntion f ai l ed . Sho uld they p ut ~roposal s t o the participants 

or bring the m together t o i nit i a t e a fu r ther discuss i o n but 

wi t h out ma~ing a spec if i c p ropo s a l that might b e r esented . 

I s a id that s ome action along these l ines was des i r a ble . I t wou l d 

at l east keep things go ing a n d in a s itu a t ion of thi s k i n d when 

p e opl e were f ar_apart some kind o f medi ating act i o n was u s u a lly 

rie c e s sary ; I agreed , however , t hat putting a c ut and d r i e d 

p r oposal migh t be a mistake as it migh t be resented . 

3 
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r are event . 

He ask ed whethe r Mer l y n Rees - who , h e said , VIa s a very clo s e f r i end 

o f hi s - had b een ma de awa r e of our f ee l ing of uncerta i n t y a nd 

no t being in t he full c onf ide nc e o f the Brit i s h Governme nt , -
we. 

ha dA spoken to Merlyn Rees a s bluntly as we had spokehto h i m? 

I r ep l ied i n t he n e g a t i ve , saying t hat of c ourse we understood 

tha t Me r l yn Rees wa s under very g r eat pres s ures . 

He ra ised the que st ion of wha t a ctio n t h ey might take if the 

Convention f a iled . Should the y put ~roposa ls t o the participa n ts 

or bring the m togethe r to initia t e a fur t h e r d iscuss i o n but 

witho u t ma~ ing a spec ific prop o sal t ha t migh t b e re sen ted. 

I said tha t some ac t i on a long the s e lines wa s desi r a ble . It wOl) l d 

at lea st keep things going a nd in a situa tio n of this kind when 

people we r e fa r. a part some kind of me di a ting act ion VIa s u s ua lly 

ri e ces s ary ; I a g r eed , howeve r , tha t putt ing a cut and dried 

proposal might b e a mist a k e a s it mig h t b e r es e nte d. 
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He asked l¥hc-!.:he.r \ ·Je ·tho-ught it would b e a good thing if \ ;Te h a d 

a j oint meeting - h imsel f , Merlyn Rees and myself? I said that 

I though t t.his cou l d be v ery valuable. Our success in coming 

t hrough the critica l months ahead depended above a ll on our 

b e ing i n close touch and in t he fu ll c onfidence of each other . 

He s a id h e would try to arrange this. I suggested mid-Septc~mber , 

before h e and I \vent. to "t1"1e UN General Assembly. He sc:::tid ·t hat 

he= vtould t a.ke t his up at t he next meeting of the Irish Commi t.toe 

of th e Cab inet . He was not sure vJhen ·thJs would be. 1"7hen 1:he 

T~na,i.si.:e asked him vJho vrere t he members of this Comrr.ittee he said 

that. he was not s ure - he h ad not attended it for some time . 

Roy J enkins was one, h e thought . . I said that I cou l d under8tand 

h is not having been involved with it for some t ime past but in 

the period ahead when this i ssue cou ld become critical , and of 

internationa l i mportance, it could be v.ry important that h e 

p articj pated in the fonnu l at ion of I r i s h polic y . 

The discussion concluded. 
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