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Assis t an t Secr e t a ry 
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a s a b as i s for discu ss j.o n be fo r warded fo r the i nformat ion 
o f th e T ao i seach. 
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As s i s t ant Secr etar y 
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Vh:! \Je J:e invite d l_o cl.in.e vr U:.h the Secre t. <.n~y of S t.c:t t e and I-1n::;. 

C u lla ~Jh<tn a t ·the h o u se of h:i.r.~ dm:~s-hter and son ·- j_n-- l u.•;-: , PeU~J~ J ily , 

in Glandor-:: , tog·etllcr ,.;,i tl1 the Leade r of t.he Oppos :L t:Lo n uncl r'i r ·s. 

Lynch. . .... . 

After dinne r the . S2 cret~ry of Sta te bro ache d the ques tion of 

Northe rn Ire l a nd asking how we saw futur e developillen ts the re - h ow 

v1ould t-.he sU:u aU. o n be theD::~ :Ln five yean:; ' time ! 

The Lci.ldc r o:C the Opposition. l e d otf \•ri·th ld .. s anaJ.y ~_~is -· not. mu c:ll 

hope o f success at. t:he Convc :ntj_on· 1 and a very unccrt.c: in .s- :i l:.u a t:i. o l: 

a fterw ~rd s , in v iew of the stre ngth of the para -milita ries . 

I ~greed with his Rnalysis . 

The Secret~ry of St:ate asl;ed what '"'e thou<;ht t h :.=.! Bd.t i s h · Gov•>rnrr;c: ~J !· 

should do. I analysed t h e s i-l:uaU.on sin ce the U\'JC str.iJ.;:e 1 n o ti.n •J 

that the Br:L ti s h Government seemed to h a ve opi.:ed for a p o licy of 
·-

creating uncertainty about the future: ~ith a view to ind ucing 

r ealism on the p art. of the politicians - a p o J. :Le y tb at. was 

neces s a r ily uncertain in its i mpact , but which was perhaps forced on 

the Briti sh Gover n me nt by the credibility problem creat ed b~ th2 

outcome of the U\'lC strike. 

of the Strike i the British Governm12nt s h.ould not h aVt:.! giv(~n in to 

the strikers, but should h av e sat it out~ 

: 
! 

I said that agreeme nt on a system oi powe r-sharin g was unlik2 l y to ! 
i 
I 

e merge in present. c:Lrcums t a ncc s , bec a use tlw clect.c~d :r:ep .~:c sentat .ive :.:: ! 
I 
I 

of t.l1e rna ~j ori ty ::,e c Lion of the community b e l j_eve t 1·, <.J. t they c un. !:J~ Ct )Xt:: : 

comple te con tro l of inte rnal s c:df···govc:rnrue nt hy r e :j e c ting al.l 

a lterna tive s ; the y c ount on a p z c:::.> umcd l ocl~. o f f in;! corm1;.itnv.:.:n t 

"" .. ' :" .';'\ : (:. :.'::. r ' .. (' j i \ .... 

, "¥ .- ' -
" " 

1. " .. ' 

Calla gl1 cUl a t t ii,e ho us e of his dclt' ghter and s o n'- in '- l il\'l , Pe ter J QY I 

in Gla)'] dor~' r tos'ethe r ,.j i tl] the Leader o f t.he OPPo s :i'tj.o n il 11 cl !''ir·s . 

L ynch . 

Af t e r C innE!r the .S2 c rr·,'l: ;u-:y of St,a to b roache d t b e ques U.on of 

Northe r ll Ire l a nd asking how we s aw futu re deve l o pmen ts th ere - h ow 

\'louId the si.tua tio l1 b e the r8 in fiv e ye ar s ' tim8 ! 

The l.ci:\de :c 0:1: the Oi)Pos ition l e d off "lith hi s ana ly ~.:is -- not. nlU cll 

hop e o f Bucca.ss a'l~ the Convention:, and a very u n cc r tc:in s :i tuatiO! , 

afterward s , in vi ew of the s tre ngth of ,the p a r a-milit a r ies . 

I agre8 d witll his analysis. 

'1'he secre t~:cy of Sta te a s ked what we thoU<jht the Bl it.i s h CO',' c nlIf,C';' :' 

should do. I analysed the sH~nation sinccL:.he U\'JC strike I noi:~ 'L!" J 

that the British Government seemed to have opte d for a policy of 
'. 

creating uncertainty about ~le future: 0ith a view to inducing 

reali sm on the part of the politicians - a p o lj.cy that was 

necessari ly uncertain in its impact , but which was perhaps force d o n 

th8 British Gove ullnen t. by the crec1 ibiU.ty problem crc.J.ted b;,' th2 

outcome of the m'IC strike. 

The S ~; cre'CiHV' of Str1te said t hat he held di::; i;;qreed vrith th.2 h a.nclli r. ,:: 

of the Strike ; the Dritish Government should not h av,'! giv(~n in to 

the strikers, but should have sat. it out; 

, '. I 
I f3cll.d that. c.;(jl.:ecment on a system of POV!I:~x' ·-[;har.i. ng was unIilc:·1,.y i~o . j 

i 
1 

<=mc rg c in present c:Lrcums tanccs , b(~causc tlw elect, c" d l:e p~: 2sentat.i.'V e :': i 
i , 

of th e rna~jor5.ty ::;ec:t.ion of th e community be U .e vc tj"" l t th e;y C,, ~1 [ ;(::(;1 ... :::(; : , 

c omp l ete control of: inte rnal self .. ·gove :rnme nt by r e:j ec ',j.ng all 

alternatives; they count: on Cl. P j: C::5\1 n1c d l ad:. of i:i]1~1 cOI':'J"! .it;w:,n t 



-· 2 ·-
-----. 

!: tl1c B}: i t .. Lsh Govc:rnm2nt and/ or Op);:o:.i tion t:o "l:hc cxj stinc; pol:i. c y u r 

permitting internul self-go ~rnmcnt only 011 a power-shoring basis . 

Th e necc.!.SS ury pre--- condi U.on f or u.cccp tancc of pO\\'Cr·- s hc-td.ng in 

government by the elected representat ives of the majority secti0n a[ 

tl1 e comnmn:Ll:y :Ls ·thu s l ik"e J y to be the eme rgence of com;?elling 

evidt~ncc t .hat the corrun:i.t rnent. o f the Br itish Gove i:-nment. to thi s poljcy, 
~ ...... . . 

and to tlle maintenance of l aw and order in Northern Ire land , 

and \vi ll bG mainta i 11cd for s o l ong as may be neces s ary . 

Pc·l:cr J ay s cemE"~,.:i to doub t v.rh c~t lwr ·the Britif;; h Gove r-nment could 

' govern Por thern I reli·tnd . The Secre·tary of State d:i. ss(:mt:ed f r om tll.i.s 

doubt. 

I stressed the problem tha t would be created fo r us shouJ.d t here be 

n f~ilure by the British Government to ma intain control of the 

situat j_on in Norther n Ireland an d to protect t he minority. I said. 

tha·t t}lis \·wuld pose a very gr(-~at problem for us in view of the 

pres s ure that would t hen come on the I rish Governmen·t to t:ake i'!c t.:i.o ! ~ 

to prote vt the minority , e special ly in Eas t Ulst~r , which was beyond 

OUT poHer. The s ituation tha t could. thus be crea ted might he h ighly 

dange rous. Intervention by the Irish Army could not r esolve the 

situation, and such a failure would threat en democrati c governrne~t in 

the Republic - as could · a rGfusal by the Irish Government to let the 

Army int:ervene . 

The Secre t a ry of State queried this. I pointed out the situation that 

had arisen after Derry, when mobs out of control bu.r nt the Br i t i sh 

Embassy. In the kind of Doomsday Situation we were envisaging the 

posi tion in the Republic could be much more serious . The Leade r of 

the Opposi i: ion concurred l¥i th this 1 mentioning the problems he had 

face d in 196 9 . I referred to the danger to Britain and north-· , ,::s t 

I 

k 
I 

h 
[ 
I Europe ~hat could b e posed by a vacuum throughout Ireland - a situati0~ 

in which extra- Europea n powers such as the Soviet Union , Ch ina or 

Libya coul d me ddle . 

- 2 .• 
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): the BJ:1.t .. Lslt Governme nt and/or Op;)o"i t.ion to UlC e x i s ting pol:i.cy uf 

peJ:mit-.ting interna l self-go 'crnmcmt only on a povlcr-shLlring bi.:lS:L~: . 

~:he ne(;(! s s,\l~y pre"collcHtion for ilcce.pl:.,mce of po\,'cr sh"r1ng 1 n 

gOVGr~ment by t he e J.c cted representatives o f the major i ty sect i on of 

th e community is th us l ik'eJ y t o be t he emergence o f com;)e l lillg 

e v.i. d(~ncc that the cOlTun:i.-t rn,.;nt o f t he Br i t i sh Gov2rnmen'c. to t his po li.cYr . -.,. . ' 

a n d t o tlw TiliLL n tenance of 1 nl': and ord0.r in Northern I re l and , .i. s f.irm , 

a nd wi ll }x.! mu i nta1. ll cd f or so l ong as may be neccssary . 

Peter cT.l.Y s (, em(~d to doubt whe t her ·the BJ:i ti s h Gover-nmcnt. cou l d 

• 
govern Northern Ire l ~nd . The Secre·tary of State d :Lssc;nted fro111 tll.i.s 

do ub t . 

I stressed t he proble m tha t would be c r eat e d fo r u s shouJ.d there be 

i1 f ,dlure by the Bri t:Lsh GOV2rnrnen t t o ma 1.nta in cont.rol of the 

s 1. t u a ti .on i n Nor thern Ire l and and to p rotect t he minority. I s a i u 

t h a t thi s wou ld p ose a very gre at p r oble m for u s i n view of the 

pre s s ure t h at wou ld the n come on the I r i s h Government to t a!te Hct i o il F 

to prot ect t he minor i ty , e s p e c i a lly i n East Ul ste r , which wa s b~yon d 

oux' power. The situ a t i on tha t could thus b e c r e a t e d might })c hi gh l y 

dang·c rous . Int.ervent. ion by t he Ir1. s h Army could not r e so l ve t he 

si t uat i on, and s uch a f a 1.lure would threat e n demo crat 1. c governme p l 1.n 

thc Hepublic - a s c ould · a r e f us al by the I ri s h Govc:~rnmen t t o l et th c~ 

Army int:e:rven e . 

The Se c re t a ry of St a te queried this . I pointe d cut the s i t u ation t h at 

h ad a r i s e n after De rry, whe n mobs out of c on trol burnt the Brit i s h 

Embassy. In the ki.nd of Dooms d ay Situat1. on we were e nvis ag1.ng the 

pos 1.tion in the Hepublic could be much mor e s e riou s . The Le;;ade r of 

the;; Opposi tion concur r e d wit.h this, mention ing the p rob l ems he had 

face d in 196 9 . I re;;f e;; rred to the danger to Br ita in a nd north-',~ s t. 

Europe tha t could b e pos ed by a vacuum througllou t I re l and - a s i tuat ion 

i.n wh i ch extra-Eur ope an powers suc h as the;; Sov i e t Union, Ch i n a o~ 

Libya cou l d meddle. 



- 3 -· 

rc;.-d.:i.cLl t.hat c:.po:rt:. fro:n t.lw L:Lby ~111 .:lffu.ir ·there had. :1ot: been, so 

£vr us I was avnre , significant intcrforence . 

Peter. J'<•.y quc~:c:i. oc: t.be pos8::.L>ilit:v of joint acU.on by t.hc BLLt:i.~;h ~md 

. ~ 

Ir1~•h Acn1ics in. ~-~oJ:·t.h c;~n J:i:-<:d.<tnd. 

nCCQ~.J!_;ary <1.ction to dc <tl \·l:i;L.h a doom~~day s:Lt:u.::ltion ; :Lt. W011] d not. 

a l..>d:i.C<l t·.e J b:; r e:,;pon.s i bi l i t:Le ~:.;. 

Pressed by him as to h.o''" a }?C>li tica l so l uU.on could b e s<.?cure:Ci t J r._.c:!:L6 

th at: , give n ·the general CXJ?ectat lon tha 'c ·tl 1c~ D:d.1: ish Government: 

''!OU ld not rnaintai.n i b ;; po ~d. tion , i f :L Jc b ecame! apparent after Ute 

f <tilu:r:e o f the Conventi on th a t the Brj_ti sh Gcwe rnmcnt vwu ld stDnd 

firm , the r.oyc:tlis t p o l iticians 'dOiJld in t ime. come to accr.pt that. ·ti··c.; 

o n l y vJ<J.Y Jclwy coi..1l<i st~cure pcvler in Northc r:n I1:c l and Hould be <.1cCO./t:il<. 

p ower-shc:1 r in ~:r . 

• .. 

Pet.(~r J ay a sked \·.rou l d l:hc.y no t-. b e d e t e rred from th h> by the d . s k of 

hc-; i n~r assassina·ted. I r:.: <1.i d that \lhile politicians Jn Northern 

I reland on both sides h a d shown themse lves vc~ ry sens it::Lve to prcs~; u rc· .. 

public op i nion from v.'ith:Ln the ir own scct:ion of the community , they 

h a d not shovn~ · ·i.:hemselves to b e easily :Lnti1:1 :Ldated; no one c<~s.ily 

i nt i midat e d woul d have stayed in poJ.ttics in Northern I rel a n d . 

I pointe d out, howeve r, the prob l em posed for d emocr a tic politics i n 

the No1· t .h b y th e f:a ct th <1 t . U10 fui lure o f the Con vention c ould 

l ead very quick l y to a s itua tion in which its members would cease to 

be~ paid , tJ·Jus m<~l~5.n g :L t difficult for moderate poli tici uns t o remi:t:i.n 

a ctive in po l itics. 

... \'l<:s one of an1Uscm.c :1 t, b ut wh C'.n 1 pre ssed t·hc s eJ: i.ou sncs :::; o.f t:tc 

~; :i.t:. u;~t.:ion th a t cm.: J. d rc~:-:.u lt. , l w acceptE<.l t:lH'). p o :i.n.l· . . 

-- ::3 --

rCj;l l:j.Clt thEd: "'pact fro:n tl lt;~ Libyc1n i.1f:[air th c.n:~ h ad not: b een I so 

fD r us I was a W/lrc , signi ficant intcrfore n ce . 

, -
I ril1h ]tcmies i n N()):th c,)~n Ind .imd. 

n CC('! !jc,ary ilc t i on to de ell \F i.,tl.l a doolm1day s :i. tu a tion ; :Lt. \-1011] Cl nor. 

Presse d by hiln a s to how a politica l so lut ion cou ld be secur aa , I s nid 

th i,\i.: , give n the gc nc :ciJ l expe ctat i on t ha t ·t.b :, J.h~ il: ish Government 

\'!ould no t. lnaint a:i.n it E; position , i f i'c becdnlc a.pparc nt aft:er U te 

f nil ure o f the Conve nt i on th a t th e Br itis]l Gove rnment would stand 

f irm , the Loyalist p o litici ans wou l d i n t ime come t.o accept that t~( , 

only 'diJ.Y 'cilCY eOLllC! secure p ower in Northe rn I re l an d \-/ould b e accc/,:il; _ 

po\V(~ r-shCirin (T . 

<. 

Pe t er Jay asked ylOu ld Uwy no t. b e de t e rred from thi B by t.he ri s k of 

b~ ing assassinated . I GC1.id tha t vlhile politicians in Northern 

I r e l a nd on both sides h a d shown themse lves v e ry sensitive to p r CS S ll t 0 -

publ:;'c opinion from \-.'i thin their O"ln secU on of the community , they 

h ad not shO\'n~ · ·L-.b emseJ.ve ~; to be eas ily :lntil~id at e c1 i no one ei:sily 

i ntimidated would have stayed in poJ.ktie s in Nor t h e rn Irel and . 

I pointe d out, howeve r, the p rob lem posed for d emocratic pol.itics in 

the N01-th by the fac t th <lt the failure of the Conve nt i on could 

l ead very quicU y to a S i .. i:"L1. at"i.O)1 in vlhich its mer,1bers lvoulc1 ceas e to 

b c\ p a id, t hw; lll c:U. n~J i t di.fficult for mode ra t e politiciuns t o r e main 

nc ti ve in politics . 'l'lle .se crc·l-.i'J'~y of StClte' s fi rst reaction t C) th ' .s 

\": D 5 orw of ariluscme:1t! but \<lhc'. )) 1 pressed i' he S <? l:.i.O U Sllc s8 of 1:1:0. 
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I poin t nd out. th<'. c. t.he:: bed :>.nee: of: arme d fo:rcc in I .1~c l <mc1 h C\cJ move d 

:i.n an advc:r~;c d:Lrc ct:i.on CJVl'T -Lh-2 yci:l.:i.-s. Since 1 970 the pvra-

militRrio ~ had gaine J .greatly in strength , possibly to a tot a l of 20 -

25,000. In addit i on the new forces created b y the Br i tish 

Covc:~.·•;l~lent. to rcpli:l.cc:; t:he l3 Sp2c.ial.s , \'lhich the Secrctc1ry of Stcd:c 
·~ . 

nuc i tself 1 v;hich secrned to prefer ·to s ·tay out of po l it:.:l.cs and 

fo rces could not be~ relied on an.d wo1..1.ld be likely to f~upport t.he 

l oyaLi.s t.s. 'l'he UDH, men.1bers of which \'Jere invo l vcd .Ln the HL:uni 

am<:msh r were r egarded by Vanguard as a fo rce at -Lhei r disposal - a 

fact. which t hey cHd not. hot:l:-1er to conceal from t:ts . 

By contra~;t. t h e British Army stre ngth h ttd been shc:irp ly r ec1uccc1 1 a ;·Jd 

the Iri s h 7\rmy , though :;c)% l a.rger tha n f .ivc~ years ago , \vas still v e]: .. 

sm0ll e1t 1 2 , 500. It could not b e increased to a l eve l thRt would 

af ford us udeguate s ecur i ty i .n a c ri tical s ituat ion save by 

e xcepti onnl me thods that wou l d be l ikely to be s een e1s provoca t.Lve l~ 

•. 
Nor thern Ire l and. Th e Secretary of State cha llenged thi s , s ayin g 

t hat v1e could increase our Army to 20,000 'ivitho ut having this 

effect . I contc~ sted this 1 pointing out that an i ncrease of that 

magnitude could not b e secured by nor mal recruitment , but only by 

c a lling up r eserves or by introducing some form of conscription , 

either of which could provoke a reaction in the North. The 
, 

Secretary of State did n o t further contes t the po int. 

The Secret ary of State remarke d that it was a mistake t o have 

allm:ed the fo r ces replacing t .he B Speci a ls , Y.lhich h e1d nurnbc red 

I agreed, ~~vin g that 1 4,000 was grossly 

exce ssive and highly d nnge rous. 

I, " 

.. 
I poin t C~ CL out t .ll;:'. l : t.he ))",1;'m,c;(; of arme d fo:rc0. j.n J]~e Janc1 lV1U mov(·: c.1 

in all (jc1vc;r~;c~ cLi.rcction ()Vt~ r the years .. Since 19 70 the pDr~l-

mllitari os had ga i ned greatly in strength , possib l y to a tot a l of 20 

2 5 , 0 00. III addition the new forces creatod b y the British 

COVCl. ·,ment to rCI,lnce the B Speci a l s , which thc Secretary of StQte 
w ' 

1110 1.'''' tlw,n '-112 siz e of UlO cxpcmclec1 Ir:Lsl! i"1.l:TIly . \-,,11Jat".evc :c' abol1 L -;:l i ,'.:': 

RUC i tself I \,ihich !~ecnled to prefer to s tay out of po l iU,cs a nd 

fo rces could not be reli~c1 on and wou l d be like ly t o support the 

l oyalis ·ts . TIle UD)~ , members o f wh i ch we re inv o l ved in t he Mi ami 

ill \ll)u s !1, VJere D29iirde c.1 by Vanguard as a f orce at th E' i r di,;posiJl - a 

f Rct, wh i ch the y clid no t b uther t e concea l f rom us < 

By contra ~)t. ';:he Br i t:isll llrmy strength h 21(1 been shcirp l y reduced ; a;old 

the Iri s }l hrmy , t hOllgh 50% l arger t h an five years ago , was still ver~' 

smal l at 1 2 ,500. It c ou l d not be incJ:ea~~c c1 to a l eve l t h i'tt vlOuh.i. 

af for d u s a dequate s ecur ity i .n a c r itica l s i t uat ion save by 

e xcept i ona l me t hods tha t would b e like ly to be seen as p rovocat.Lve l~ 

<. 

Northern Irc J.and. The Secre t a ry of State cha llc n ycd thi s , s ay i ng 

tha t: VIe could i n c r ease our Army to 20,000 \vi tho ut h Clving t h i s 

ef fe ct. I contes t e d t h is , pointing out th a t a n i ncrease o f that 

magni tude could not b e s ecure d by norma l recruitment , but on l y by 

calling up r eserve s cr by introducing s ome form of conscrip t ioTl , 

eithe r of wh{ch could provoke a reaction in t h e No rth . The 

Secr e tary of St a t e did no t furtller contest the point. 

The Se cretary of State r e marke d that i t was a mis t ake t o h ave 

all mrcd the forc e s r ep l acin g t.h e B Spe ci a ls , whi ch h a c1 Illunbered ' 

8 , 000 to excee d 4 , 000 . I agre ed, ~~vin g th a t 1 4 , 000 was grossly 

e xces sive and highly c1 ilngerous . 
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c u. llc:~d :in r i f l e s ei::c. hop:i.nc; U12r ~.c:by· to cn couJ~Cl.~Je s .im.i.L-t r a ct::Lon ] Y~{ 

-th e Jjr :i_ ti::.:h Coverm,,_C;) J't in IJOj: t l H:~ rn I rc l <md r V!ld.cl l had n o t. ( 11 0\':CVC Y r 

kind o f s ituat ion w0 e nvisag2 d , th9 DriLi ~h Govcl~~cnt r e - i n trodu cPJ 

I ~~ D.id 

th~t in v i 0w of the unfo r tun ate hi story of i n t 8rnrnent in Northern 

In~ land :in l~J'7 l , whe n H: wa s i n t r oduc e d in a o nE!· .. c~ i ch:~<l ':l ay u.nd Hj_',.h 

wcmber ::: of the IRl-\ , this ,,,>as a very diff icult:. C.fLies t.i..on. J:-Jov1cvc. r , :i r 

we \•l8J:e fa ce u by a doomsday s i t u at:i.on t:tnd by a de U..:rm j_n a i.:.i.on by t h ::-: 

Dritish Gove r nm.::: nt to d e al v;ith it, and, if t h e s itua tio n \'Je re s een 

b y t .ll c pnbl:i.c :i.n thi s light , I t hought v.1e ~ould s uppor i.: th i s actio n ·· 

altho u01 t h i s was very muc h a pe rsona l vi.cw . 

a d oubt c-~ s to wheth e r Fia nna F<.1i l couJ d support sucl a s t.<md , a ;CJ 

th e Lca.cl::~ r O .r-· 
-~ t lle Op por:;n:. :i.on tenta.ti ve ly e chu2d this . Hovwvcr: , 

•. 

I r e-state d the i ssue in the t .c:.rm s s e t out t:tbove , st:cess :tn<) t.l1 e 

i mportance of h m-; the .is s ue was prese nt.c d 1 h e said t.ll at h e thcn:u:-;ht 
.• 

t hal in those circums tances Fiann a F a il coul d support such a ction. 

'l'he Secre·tary of State rs1narkcd that. t h e '.-.'hole No1.·th e. rn. Ire l and. is ::: L1 E: 

might h ave bce11 ~esolved i f White l aw h ad succeeded him i mmedi ate l.y -

a r e fere nce t o the Ma udling int e rlu de of e i ghte en months. The 

Lead e r of the Oppos i t:Lon and my~;e lf agreed on the d uraa ge done by t h e 

l-1audl:i.ng period . 

The Se cretary of Sta t e a s ked wha t o u r· r e a c tion wou ld be i f , in the 

worst c a.!:;e , a trans f e r o f the 200 , 000 in Ea s t Ulster t o t he Republi.c 

we re orga nise d , with ade qua t e f i.n a n c e b y the Briti sh Government. I 

.. r e p l i.o.d th <.d: thi s v;ould b e u mwTk a b l e a nd u nncceptab.l e in a north-

was t Europe~n s j _ tu~tion. I t \·iou J d l c.J.d t o a s i t ua ti on l ike Cyp ~~ ;.-. : : 

- ------------------------------------
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c ullc~d in r.i . f.le ~; etc. hOp:i.1lCJ l:h2l.' 8by to cncour a t; c s .imi.Lir ac t: :L on by 

the I;ritish Coverm".c)) t in llort ]lern I rc l illH.i, VllLi.cll held not: I howcvo y I 

int c D llncllt fo:c bot)l ~~.i.C:CS, v!h at ,,;ould onr r eo.ction DC ? I ~;'D. id 

tha.t in vi c'.-, of 'che unf(Jr'~unatc h.i. ~~to l.'Y et intG:nunent in NortheHl 

Ircl allU i n l~J71 , whe Y! H : was i ntroduced in a on E~" ' :;ide<l ':lay and wL·.h 

nmch ]:;1:1..1 "[".lity f d es.i r;ncd to e;:toJ:t · info:nt1<1t . .i.on Ero:Ct, P C01 '} C \'·,')10 '"1C)." ,· !:c 

lI!clnbsrr:: of the IR1-\ , this ,',l as a very dif f icult: cI"d12stion. HOVlcvcr I :L :f 

Vie W(~l:e :cace0 by a doomsday s:L tuat.:i.on and by a c1et.e r!l1inaL'ion b y th~;; 

Dritish Goverrl"t1l211t to c1eal v,i t h it, and , if the s ituat ion \'l0rC SC C;;D 

althou01 this was v ery muc h a persona l Vl CW. 

Cl d oubt as to whctller Fia nna Fai l could support such a sta nd , and 

th e L0ad ~!r of the Oppos it:i on tentCl.tive ly echoe d thi s . Ilowovc:C , ",hen 
'. 

I r c-stat e d th e:. .i. ssue 1n the t enns set o ut above , st:cess:l ng t.h e 

i mportance ot h ow the i ssue was presented , h e said th at h e thoUS1lt 
.' 

th a L :Ln those circumstances F :i.anna F a LL could suppor t SUCll a ct.ion. 

'l'he Se cretary of State r Glnarke d tha t the \'.'hole NOl·th8rn. J:.t' s l and i ",~:L1e 

migh t h a ve b ee n :::-esolve d if VJhite l aVi h ad succeede d him i mmediately -

a r eference t o the Maudling interlude of eighte en months. The 

Leader of the Opposition and myself agreed on the damage done by th e 

11aucUing period. 

The Secretary o f State as J~cd what o u r reaction would b e if , in the 

worst: cac;c , a transfe r of the 200 , 000 in East Ul s ter to the Republi.c 

we re orga ni sGd , wi th adequate f ina n ce by th e Briti sh Governmen t . I 

• r e pU.cc1 that this '{,Qu ld b e ull\-iOJ:kab le and u nacceptable in Cl nor th--

we st E1..1 rope8 D sj.tuo t ion. It ,·jouJ Cl le2d to a s :i.tuation l ike Cyp;:~,:; 
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j_t '·Joul d. b 8 cJ ~mgc .J:ous i n t he present unst c:;ble and cmot :i Olli'll 
·• 

I concu r r e d v.':it.h th i s . 

A t t.hc end t l1e Secre ·i.:a:c y o f Sta:Le mPntionecl h:Ls JT. '<.'mbe :r:ship of 

the ' I J.~.ish Comm:i.ttC>c ' of t he Cobi.net - I h <:1.d n fr~~cl:i. ng i:ha t. ilE' 

wa s a b i t unh a!=>PY citl.Je r abont. i t not. mr.:;cU~g o r about no t 

h avi ng been abl e to <1t t e nd it. He sc:dd t he Cab:Ln e t 'von l d b.::tvc 

t o cons ide r. a lJ. ·these i ssues i f t he Convent i on broke d m,m . 

The: Soc:L·et.:try of State spccul a t .ed alouD -- semi--humo r ously as Lo 

whe~h c r i t might not b e be t t e r for h i m to be Secret ary o f St ate 

f o r No rthern I re l and . The_ Lcader of the Oppositj on and mysc J.£ 

i ndica ted Rcquie scence i n t~is propos it i on . 

I f ee l tha t : 

1. 'l'he Se cre t ary of Stat e is comd n ee d of t.h e i mpo r t ance 

of Britai n s t aying and mak ing a s t and aga i n s t the 

Pr o Lestant pA r a-militaries , t hough he i s c onscious o f the 

grea t di f fi c u l t y f or an Army o f f ac i ng i n two dire ctions. 

2. Tha t we significantl y reinforce d thi s v i ew with 

· urguments put f on1ard conce rning the dange r t o Dr i t a i !l us 

we l l a s I re l and should Britain no t ful f i l its 

r e spons i bilities i n Northern Ire l and . 

.. 

.- G .-

or tll c.' )'hdd lc l::iJ.,; t I 11hi.ch could lo.s t thirt.y 0)'- fj Ety yt'i1l: ;;, 

pl nc:i.rtc; the scc'llr i ty o{ nr1tain a~ "",11 as Ir(!J.D.l!o u t: :,-j. !~J : 

Le- elde r of t:he O~\ l~:)s:LU (; n said that if the ffiOtt'2 .- ".Tere bein9 

it ViOU] cl. b :::c' OcW9C ):OUS in the present un st&ble a nd cmoLi OlW "i. 
., 

atT! IO S],b E,rC , I con curred vl:it.h thi ;~ . 

At the cnd tl lC Secreta:q' of St2:Le mf' nU.Dnec1 h:Ls me mbe:r:ship of 

tll e I I r .ish Comm:i.i-t.e>e ' of the Cabinet - I h ud i'J f/~c J.in g U w 'c h e 

wa s a bj_ t unhi:t!)PY ed. tl:Je:r: abol~t. it not. m,-"cti~1g or ",bout no t 

11Clvi llg b een able to att.end it. lie GRid the Cabin e t I-lor,ld hc.!vc 

to consider al l these issues if the Con vention broke down. 

Th8 Sc,e:c-etary of Stilt.C specu late d aloud -. semi ·· h \.Jj\1o rou s l y as to 

\vhelhcr it n~i ght not b e bette r for him to be Secret.ary o f State-

for Northe rn Ire l and . The. Leader of tIl e Opposit j.on Rl1d myse l f 

indicated RcquiesceJ1Ce in t6i s propos it ion . 

I f ee l that : 

1. '1'11 e Se cre t ar}' of State is convi nce d of the importa nce 

of Brita i n s t aying and mak ing a stand agains t the 

Protestant pRra-militaries , though he is c onsc ious of the 

greRt di fficulty for an Army of facing jn two dire cti on ~;_ 

2 . That we signi ficantly reinforce d t.hi s view with 

arguments put forward conCerniJlg the danger to Drita j.n as 

wel l as Ireland should Brit3i.D 110t ful f il its 

r esponsibilities in Northern Ire l and. 

, 
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3 . Tb c-,t. as a last J~e:,;o:cl l 1e h as c o n F .. it.k::c~~ d tl1c. 1 :J:-c>J. l<:~Ji:-:.i·l::i·cu· 

soluL·.:Lon v1.i th c~,·cll<.m~J 2. of p opu l l!.t iOl'.3 . 

-~ 'f --
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