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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
· Uimhir ............................ . . 

NORTIIERN I L D , , 

NOTE : -

I r • . laurice Hayes, ssistant to the Chairman of the I orthern 
Ireland Constitutional Convention , ' phoned this morning to , 
as he said let us know how things were going . He said that 
at present the atmosphere was a little bit sour but not really 
too b~d He had the impression that the DL were over -
re~ct · ng - in fact they might even be described as being a 
bit hysterical . Purely in their o 1n interests, it di not 
seem ~hat they ~auld be able tc sustain public interest in 
debates on procedural points for long . They were possibly 
feeling a bit bruised as a result of the Convention Elec ·ion 
but this should not lead them to under - estimating their 
strength in the Convention . ccording to J,r Hayes , they 
are f r better than t ey appear to think themselves . 

At the same time I1r . Hayes said that in 
co mittee they hadn ,t don quite as well 
basically because they did not aopear to 
homework . On the record , the Unionists 
in their vork in this ommittee . There 
arliamentary preceden g for most of the 

m de in the rules . rr . I ayes said that 
oppr ssive if used in that way but the 
Convention was no fool . As Chairman 

the business 
as they might have 
have done their 
look very reasonable 
were respectable 
changes which had been 
these could be 
Chairman of the 

he would not tolerate unfair practices 
tl at he thought the DL vvould be extrer.tely 
on the question of t1e rules. 

r r . Hayes said 
foolish to break 

He said also that the Chairman had the right to present the 
raft report of the Convention and t at this , of course , \ ould 

be pre ared by him or in his office . The Chairman intended to 
have the SDLP in again befor e t he Convention meets . 

I .thanked 1r . Hayes for his ' phone call and said t at a great 
deal of what h had been s y ing could very usefully be c onveyed 
to t e DLP , if it \ere done discreetly. Mr . Hayes did not 
demur . He said that he was not without hope for the f uture of 
the Convention - the Chairman was certainl y no f ol and \ ould 
not allo J unf air practices to be operated . The draft r eport 
which he would present would have considerable moral backing . 

I then ' honed I~r . Donl on , Department of Foreign ffairs , and 
~e agreed that it;~ould be useful to convey to ~r . Hume t at 
it might be useful7he were to make dis creet contact with 1r . Hayes 
on tl e oints about the Chairman ' s presenting a r port (which 
vvould be vritten into tl e re cords of the pro cedure of the 

on 'C tion) n l · s intGntion o o cir g fai:r ~ ocedure • 
~r . Do nlon will do this . 

21st I ~ay 197 5 

l . Tao.:sea ch a z,t/c:- I 

2 . ecret~ 1A r 
To see please . 

~ 
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L....,TI:: -

I r • . auric Hayes, ssistant to the Chairman of the orthern 
Irelan Constitutional Convention, 'phoned this morning to, 
ns he said let us l'now hovv things rere going. He said that 
t present the atmosphere ~as a little bit sour but not really 

t 0 8d He had the impression that the DL ere over-
G ct ' ng - in fact they mi ht even be described as being 

bit hysterical. urely in their own inter sts it di not 
seem that t ey uld be able tc sustain public interest in 
debates on procedural points for long . They were possibly 
feeling a bit bruised as a result of the Convention Elec -ion 
but this should not lead t1 m to under-esti ating their 
strcngt in t le Convention ccording to Ir Hayes, they 
are for better than t ey appear to think themse ves . 

t the same ti e l~r Hayes said that in the business 
co mittee they hadn't done quite as well as they might have 
basic lly bee use they did not aopear to have done their 
nomeworl' . On the record, the Unionists look very reasonable 
in their var in this om ittee . There were respectable 
arliamentary preceden g for most of the ch nges vhich had been 

made in tl e rules . r . Hayes said that these c uld be 
oppr ssive . if used in th t ay but the Chairman of the 
Convention was no fool . As a airman 

he would not t lerate unfair practices . 1 r . ayes said 
tl at he thought the DL vvould be extre lely foolish to break 
on the question of the r ul es. 

He said Iso th~t the Chairman had the right to present the 
raft report of the Convention and t at this of course , ould 

be pre are by him or in his office . The Cha·rman intend d to 
have the DLP in again before the Convention meets . 

I thanked I'r Hayes for his ' phone call and said t at a great 
deal of 'Jhat h had been s y ing could very usefully be conveyed 
to t e DLP , if it \ ere don discreetly . I r . Hayes did not 
demur . He s id that h was not witlout hope for the future of 
the onvention - the Chairman las certainly no f 01 and would 
not allovJ un f air pr ctices to be operated . The draft report 
which le Jould present would have considerable moral backing . 

I then ' ,honed M • Donlon , Dep rtment of Forei~n ffairs , and 
Ne agr ed that it;~ou d be useful to convey to ·r . Hume t at 
it night be usefu~he were to make d ' screet contact with ~ . ayes 
on t e cints about th # Chairman ' s presenting a r port ( ~vhich 
lIould be rritten into tl e records of the procedure of the 
onTe io) ~n .~ intention 0 ai ) QC dur 

onIon ill do this . 

21st llay 1975 

1 . Taoiseach It -z,.r/<- I 
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ecretu 2 . 'lA r 
To see please . 
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