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With the Compliments 

N' 

L-M~ 
of the 

D., Minister for Foreign Affairs met 

cretary of State for Northern Ireland at 

(J' - -o." 
k~ 1 g.._ / ish Ambassador on 19 April 1975 from 

~ .fl~ Secretary 
1\.N' ~ . ~~ II • 

rv~ _) ~ VJ 

~l!Jepartment of Foreign Affairs 

f\}9-l ~,1 

~~ 
~~~~~-

1 p.m. Also present were Mr. · P.J .• G. Keating, 

1nlon, Assistant Secretary 1 Department of 

~rthur Galsworthy, British Ambassador and 

!Cretary to Mr. Rees. 

~nerally friendly and informal and the ntain 

matters ,-1iscussed were as follows: 

I 
· Convention and Subsequent Developments 

Rees did not seem optimistic abuut ~he prospects for the Convention. 

A UUUC 1najority was likely with the Official Unionists, under the 

increasing influenc~ of Enoch Powell, gaini~g somewhat at the expense 

of their coalition p~rtners. There was some possibility of the 

DUPP's being isolated by a merger of the Official Unionists and VUPP 

but this was hardly imminent. Another hopeful factor was that Fitt 

and Craig were now in constant contact and getting on well t~gether 
9' 

bu_t· ~gain this would hardly have an immediate impact. In a general 

discussion as to what might happen in the event of the Convention 

breaking down, Rees made two noteworthy points. Firstly, he said 

that the worryi~g thing was not the immediate reaction in Northern 

Ireland to a breakdown but the reaction in Britain. The pull-out 

syndrome there was now dormant but following another political 

failure it could become a factor to be reckoned with. Secondly it 

was unlikely that the Protestant para-militaries would go wild and 

att~-npt a takeover simply because tlte Convention failed. Onl:y-

something like a Council of Ireland would enable the para-militaries 

to move in that direction. The para-militaries in any event did not 

have the ability to run anything. The Minister pointed to the uwc 

strike in 1974 and asked if the British Government now had adequate 

contingency plans to ensure the provision of essential services, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1. Dr. G. FitzGerald, T.D., Minister for Foreign Affairs met 

Mr. Merlyn Rees, M.P., Secretary of State for Northern Ireland at 

the residence of the British Ambassador on 19 April 1975 from 

approx. 5.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. Also present were Mr. P.J.G. Keating, 

Secretary and Mr .. se~n Donlon, Assistant Secretary, Department of 

Foreign Affa·rs and Sir Arthur Galsworthy, British Ambassador and 

Mr. K. Jordan, Private Secretary to Mr. Rees. 

2. The discussion was generally friendly and informal and the rnain 

matters r.li~cussed were as follows: 

/ 
· Convent·on and Subsequent Developments 

Rees did not seem optimistic ab0ut ~he prospects for the Convention. 

A UUUC majority w s likely with the Official Unionists, under the 

increasing influencE:! of Enoch Po\"rell, gaining so1newhat at the expense 

of their coalition p~rtners. There was some possibility of the 

DUPP's being isolated by a merger of the Official Unionists and VUPP 

but this was hardly imminent. Another hopeful factor was that Fitt 

and Craig were now in constant contact and getting on well together 
~ 

bu.t· ~gain this would hardly have an inunediate impact. In a general 

discussion as to what might happen in the event of the Convention 

breaking down, Rees made two noteworthy points. Firstly, he said 

that the worryi~g thing was not the immediate reaction in Northern 

Ireland to a breakdown but the reaction in Britain. The pull-out 

syndrome there was now dormant but following another political 

failure it could become a factor to be reckoned with. Secondly it 

was unlikely that the Protestant para-militaries would go wild and 

att~~pt a takeover simply because the Convention failed. Only 

something like a Council of Ireland would enable the para-militaries 

to move in that direction. The para-militaries in any event did not 

have the ability to run anything. The Minister pointed to the UWC 

strike in 1974 and asked if the British Government now had adequate 

contingency plans to ensure the provision of essential services, 

---~------

-'------l I_~_ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1. Dr. G. FitzGerald, T.D., Minister for Foreign Affairs met 

Mr. Merlyn Rees, M.P., Secretary of State for Northern Ireland at 

the residence of the British Ambassador on 19 April 1975 from 

approx. 5.30 p.rn. to 7.00 p.rn. Also present were Mr. ' P.J.G. Keating, 

Secretary and Mr .. Se~n Donlon, Assistant Secretary, Department of 

Foreign Affaors and Sir Arthur Galsworthy, British Ambassador and 

Mr. K. Jordan, Private Secretary to Mr. Rees. 

2. The discussion was generally friendly and informal and the rnain 

matters { li~cussed were as follows: 

/ 
Convent'on and Subsequent Developments 

Rees did not seem ptimistic abuut +:he prospects for the Convention .. 

A UUUC Inajoricy W G likely with the Official Unionists¥ under the 

increasing inrluencE: of Enoch PO\-lel1, gaining sOlnewhat at the expense 

of their coalition p~rtners. There was some possibility of the 

DUPP's being isolated by a merger of the Official Unionists and VUPP 

but this was hardly imminent. Another hopeful factor was that Fitt 

and Craig were now in constant contact and getting on well t~gether 

b~t· ~gain this would hardly have an immediate impact. In a general 

discussion as to what might happen in the event of the Convention 

breaking down l Rees made two noteworthy points. Firstly, he said 

that the worrying thing was not the immediate reaction in Northern 

Ireland to a breakdown but the reaction in Britain. The pull-out 

syndrome there was now dormant but following another political 

failure it could become a factor to be reckoned with. Secondly it 

was unlikely that the Protestant para-militaries would go wild and 

att~~pt a takeover simply because the Cunvention failed. Only 

something like a Council of Ireland would enable the para-rnilitaries 

to move in that direction. The para-rni1itaries in any event did not 

have the ability to run anything. The Minister pointed to the UWC 

strike in 1974 and asked if the British Gover~ment now had adequate 

contingency plans to ensure the provision of essential services, 



I 

--------------\ ,.------------
{ 

~-------

-2-

particularly pow r. Re a was q ner lly very n gativ on th ide 

of hi• Gov rnment takinq ov r the pow r t tion should th n d 

ri qain. Be said that the at tiona, notably allylumford, 

pr nted gr v probl s both work r and middle naqem nt were 

lik ly to b v ry hostile to uch moves. Even if soldier w r 

ov d in to op rate machin s that would achi v nothing if mid~l 

anaqement refused to co-op rat nd in thi refu al it emed that 

th n 9 r could count on th upport of th ir Briti h b d union. 

The Minister a k d about continq noy plan for th Gov rnm nt' 

ta inq ov r power tation in Britain and R 

sure thi could b don th r if th n d ro 

r pli d that h waa 

ut th Northern 

Ir land ituation w not comparabl • Th riti h Gov rnm nt would 

h v consid rabl problem in d aling with a itu tion wher a whol 

ction of the community mov d against it. In such circumst nc a 

you don't control th situation nd you can't hope to control it". 

Activit! of the Loyalist Par -Military Groups 

Th Miniat r r ferrad to th continuing camp ign of ctarian 

a sasainationa and bombing and point out that this w • th on 

1 nt in th patt rn of viol nc which was not bowing ny 

~prov ment. Th minority community w r , of course, be rinq th 

brunt to n v n gr at r xt nt than the figur uqqest d the 

Briti h fiqur s to 18.4.1975 w r 216 C tholies, 119 Prot tants nd 

4 oth ra kill d in ct rian att cks -- in th t bout third of th 

Prot stants wer kill d probably b caua of th ir a ocia~ion with 

Catholic • Th Mini t r mph si d th t two thing w r n c s ary, 

viz., an ff ctive curity pre nc in danq r ar a nd a vi ibl 

pr a nc to provid re a uranc • Th s cr t ry of St t outlin d 

m a ur a they wer takinq, including the str nqthening of th CID 

and additional Army p trol in interf ce ar as. Th inist r 

aamm nt d that normal policinq did not s m to be working in d aling 

with th situation and though on fr qu ntly h ard of arr ts and 

charqe on did not oft n he r of convictions for murder in cas 

of ctari n as as !nation. H had heard that conviction h d be n 
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c n only 12 o th 339 c Th r m d o b q n r 1 

1 1 nc 1 curity policy. Th cr tary of t t point d out 

th t o th 2 1 ol i r kill 

b n kill d by th IRA. 

in Northern Ir 1 nd 11 ut 2 h d 

id h fo nd th curr nt UDA/UVF f ud puz ling. Th UVF p opl 

who r politic 1 y inclin d had qon from iqht nd th f uding h d 

udd nly topp d on 15 pril. h miqh b politic 1 r on 

conn ct d ith th Conv ntion 1 ction fo hi c tion b it 

v ry ifficult o work out ho th poli ic 1 infl nc w r on 

th oy 11 t r -milit ri • Cr ig w elo to th UDA bu h h d 

no control ov r th m. 1 1 y h d hi own TA u i did not 

to b activ t th o n • Th Younq ilit nt w r UVF r nch. 

s curity co-op ration 

R xpr ssed h~ lf s b ing h ppy with th curren 1 v 1 of 

co-operation n th t t m etinq o offici 1 in Dublin on 

14 pril 1 tt r 

ummarisinq th conc1u ion , s th y w them, of th m ting. 

copy 1 att ch d. In r ply to qu tion by th Mini t r, R id 

h t th r w s till int rn 1 mov nt ot arm in North rn Ir nd 

nd arm w r coming in on m 11 c 1 to both sid s but th r w 

no h rd inform tion on th 

touch with Libya nd w r 

ourc of upply. Th 

t lking with th Liby n 

loyali t w r in 

about numb r of 

matt r including th supply of arm • Th I SP no had arm , t 

1 om of hioh had b n tak n from th Offici 1 I In 

r 1 ion to orth-Sou h curity co-op ra ion, th Mini t r 

empha i d th n for ny ppropriat information, •9• on 

explo iv 

channels. 

or rm to be p d to us v ry quickly through polic 

Re r ferr d to th inn F in inci nt c ntre which h aid w r 

for 11 pr c ic 1 purpo m ninql s • As long s th r was no 

o y 2 0 h c T r o n r 1 

.a.uUJu ............ c 1 1 Y 011 y • oint o 

2 r in or r r 1 2 

u r UD /UVF u 1 

11 Y inol! h in h 

nly opp on pri . iqh b i 

conn c h h Cony n c 

le 0 r on 

h 1 11 • C h d 

no oant 0 ov r h 1 Y h hi 

0 c iv h T Yo ng i i r r • 

hi 1 ing h ppy tth th curr n 1 v 0 

co op h h t ng 0 0 in Dubl n 0 

p 11 o h v b h th r 

r1 ing th onc u 10 , , of th 

i t c In ply oqu ion by h 1n! 

w 11 1 n ot or h r 

r 1 0 c 1 to ba d 

0 in h oure 0 upp y. Th loy 11 1 

~ h Lt Y nd wl h h tby n _bo 0 

t cl in h pply 0 Th I 
:; 

1 0 0 hi h h d b n t k from h 0 le1 1 I 

0 h o-op r ion, 1n! 

:ij 
h or ny ppropri t in 0 

~ 
.9. 0 

~ 
plo or 0 p to u v ry qui Y hro 1 

c nn 1 

to 1 in i cl nt c n r bieh 1 w r 

or 1 p c c ur 0 o q th r w o 
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r o o. viol n , d tain woul b r 1 d. Th r w r now only 

3 opl d t !ned who e original t n ion h d b n und r th old 

p ci 1 Pow r Act. uis int ntion w to continu r 1 t th 

ourr nt pac and hav v ryon out by Octob r. Th ini t r r f rr d 

h t 11 loyal! t w r now out nd th t thi s em d o to th t. ct t a 

b 
nother inst nc of n 1mb lane in policy. r pli d th t 

th bulk of loy list in j il w r in th p ci 1 c t gory t 

which was, of cour , anoth prob hich would h v 0 b lt 

with. (He em d to im ly th t p ci 1 c gory pri on r would 

v ntually h v t nc r it d, though no in th ho t-t . ) 
The r 1 probl m n r 1 sing d t i ou d com wh h r oh 

th 1 t 100 or o who w r th h rd t of h h r cor • In r ply 

to qu ion , h inist r t lt th t th b 1 nc of dvantaq w 

prob bly in aking th politic 1 gestur o r 1 ing 11 in 

and th t w c rtainly th typ of g tur would pr f r to th 

ritish t lking o th IRA. h way int rnm nt h d b n introduc d 

ith brut 11 y and di cri in tion in it 

impo ibl itu tion d ma int rnment 

pplic tion h d cr t d n 

v ry difficult tool for 

use in Ir 1 nd , North or South, in ·th u ur • r rr d to the 

GOC' r arks w k pr viou ly an id h whol pi sod d b n 

mo t un ortun t • d an add d that wh t 

Backb nch r h d 

Th in! t r qr 

itt n in th t d y' rish Ti 

s nttm nt and prob bly hos of h majority of th 

pr s d hi own 

Irish peopl • 

Rees felt Neav kn nothing about orth rn Ireland and not 

bowing ny bility to 1 rn quickly. He thought N v only 

int r st w in tryinq to rrange links b tw n o 0 th uuuc 
MP t stmin t r nd th Con rv tiv hop d w would h lp 

to giv Neave broad r pictur • 

In reply to queri s, the Mini t r aid he thought th Criminal Law 

Juri diction 111 would be through the en t with a comfort bl 

Government majority b for 1 y. R thought the timing of th 
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d ort n in h o th c iqn 1 orth rn 

for Cony n ion • 

bo th p y n 10 nc 0 or h 

Ir o f 1 t no Ibill y 

of oving th n • ny 0 h 1 n Iv 

y v ry littl coul not, 0 

co • i t r rqu d 

t. ong y or h n to po Ibl 1 to t y 

in lit1c in or h rn 0 h t con itIon or 

poll 1 1a in o w y oomp r 0 ho pr v 111 q 

1 in • y 0 0 ctlv in 

Ir poll lc y ho r c iv 

0 rl r o ly 0 11 10 

1 oul 1 dlcrou 0 it v n or 1fflcul fo ch 

p op to y 1n poll 1 • 
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