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ll'rH/Ii. . . . --··-- ·· ·-- · - 71-IJ.t ~,.,rL ' 
STATEf'.·~E ll Of\' Ml XED SCHOOL l NG TO BE ~J,ADE TO ASSEMBLY THIS ~-

. ' 

Af='TERf\'1\IOi\1 (/\P R I L 30 ) AFTER. ~UEST I ONS BY MI N IS TER OF EDUCAT I ON , ~ . c. 
MR B.AS! L MC IVOR:----- ~ 

. 1 ' I '•/1 SH TO PUT TO THE ASSEMBLY A SUGGEST I ON TO F AC I L I I TATE THE /j~ ~ 
PROV IS! OI' OF SCHOOLS CATERING FOR CH ILDREN OF D I FFERENT DENOM I NAT ION~ q ~ 

F I RST . I MUST DECLARE MY BAS I C BELIEF THAT THE ~1 1 X I IG OF SCHOOL - 1 . 
7 

CH I LDREN '•JOULD CONTR I BUTE TO THE REDUCT I ON OF COt'-1MUN I TY -TENS I ON ~ 
I N NORTHERN I RELAND. 

ALTHOUGH l REALISE THAT THE CHURCHES HAVE SOME HES I TIATION ABOUT 
~J) I XED SCHOOLING , I ASK THEtv1 .EARNESTL Y TO CONS I DE R THE VERY SPEC I AL 
t 'EEDS OF 1\'0RTHERN I REL AND 'AND TO JO I N '.:V I TH A POl•/ER - SHAR I NG 
EXECUT I VE I I\' A CONSTRUCT I VE APPROACH TO MEE T I NG THESE NEEDS, 
AND OF couqsE AS MI N I STER OF EDUCAT I O~~ . tv1UST DO EVERYTHI NG THAT 
i CAN TO HEL P . 

Ctf 4 i<.L- J+ 11>. 
ONE FO THE GROUNDS FOR TH~ HES I TATION OF THE GH I LOOEN I S AN 
UI\IDERSTABLE ANX I ETY ABOUT THE REL I G I OUS UPB RII\IG I NG OF THE I R CH I LDREN 
I N SCHOOLS 1\IOT UNDER THE I R OWN MANAGEMeNT . THE MANAGEMENT OF 
SCHOOLS I S , HOW8/ER , . A MATTER THAT We I N THE ASSE MBLY CAN DO SOMETH I ~ 
ABOUT . 

UNDER THE PRESENT LA'.v , 50 PER CENT OF THE MAI\IAGEf\1ENT COMM ITTEE . 
OF ( STATE ) CONTROLLED PR I MARY AND~ I NTERMED I ATE SCHOOLS ARE 
REPRES ENTAT I VES oc '' TRANSFERORS ''· S I NCE I N THE PAST I T WAS THE 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES THAT TR ANSFERRED THEIR SCHOOLS , THE DE FACTO 
POS I T l OI\l I S THAT THESE SCHOOLS HAVE 50 PE R CENT PROTESTANT CHURCH 
MANAGEMENT . THE ROMAN CATHOL I C CHURCH I N THEPAST OPTED 
NOT TO TRANSFER I TS SCHOOLS, WI TH THE RESULT THAT NOW 
MOST ROMAN CATHOLI C PR I MARY AND I NTERMED I ATE 
SCHOOLS AR C: '' MA I NTA I NED '' SCHOOLS , THIS G·I VES THEM T~O-TH I RDS 

r"E~·1BERSH I P oc THE MANAGEMENT COMM I TTEE , FREEDOM OVER THE APPO I NTMENT 
OF STAFF , AND PAYMENT FRO~ PUBLIC FUNDS OF ALL CAP I TAL AND RUNN I NG 
COSTS , EXCEPT 20 PER CENT OF NEW CAPI TAL EXPENDI TURE . 

HENCE , THE POPUL AR CONCEPT I ON OF f\IORTHE RN I RELAND ' S HAV I t\G 
1 1 TWO SYSTEMS ' ' OF SCHOOLS : STATE SCHOOLS FOR PROTESTANTS , 
AND MAINTA I NED SCHOOLS FOR CATHOLICS . 

ONE SUGGESTI ON T HAT I TH I NK WE COULD CONS I DER I S THE POSS I B ILI TY OF 
CHANGING THE LAiv TO FAC I L I TATE ANOTHER .CL ASS OF SCHOOL , I . .;H I CH 
'"'E MIGHT TH I NK OF AS THE SHARE D SCHOO L AND I N ~~'H I CH THE T\•/0 
GROUPS OF CHURCHES '•v'OULD BE EQUALLY I NVOL VE D I NVOLVED I N 
MAf'JAGEMENT . 

o'BVIOUSLY THE DETA ILS OF THIS SUGGEST I ON ~·/ILL HAVE TOBE CAREFULLY 
WORKED OUT I N CONSUL TAT I ON WI TH I NTERESTED PART I ES BEFORE 
PRACT I CAL PROPOSALS FOR LEGISLAT I ON CAN BE FROMUL ATED . · 
I APPRO .ACH THESE AT THI S .STAGE 1,</ I TH A VERY OPEN MIND AI\!D 

I . 

I SAHLL 1
1/ I SH TO OBTA I N THC: VI E1.;S AND ASS I STANCE OF THE T'10 

GROU?S OF CHURCHES , THE AREA BOARDS AND OTHER . I NTERESTED~ 
BODIES, ESPEC I ALLY THE TEACHERS ' ASSOC I AT I ONS AND THE BOD I ES 
REPRESENTAT I VE OF PARENTS . 

THE MA IN PR 11\IC I PL E BEH 11\ID THE SUGGEST I ON I S A TRUST BY THE 
EXECUT I VE THAT , I F TH~ MA I N GROUPS OF CHURCHES ARE I NVOVLED 
TOGETH::R I N THE MANAGEMEf\!T OF A SCHOO L THEY ,._,ILL BET't·/EEN THEM 
HAVE USFF I C l Et'-1T GOOD'.•JI LL TO AGREE \.;HAT SHOULD BE DONE , AND TO 
MAKE ARR1\I\'GEMENTS 1\fH I CH EI\! / ,BL E THE CH I LOREN I~!HO ARE MEHBERS 
OF THE I R CHURCrr i N THE SCHOOL. TO BE SUITABL Y INS TRUCTED 
IN THEPART I CULAR TENETS OF THAT CHURCH. 

l PROPOSE IMMED I ATELY TO SEND A COPY OF THIS STATEMENT TO THE BOD I ES 
1·./HO \11] LL BE COf\'CEREND '.~! I TH I T , AND TO I NVITE GEf\IERAL PUBLIC 
D I SCUSS I O~ . AT THE SAME T I ME , I DO NOT TH I NK I T WILL BE 
SENS I BLE TO TAKE TOO LONG OVER THE CONSULTAT I VE PROCESS . I 
TH I NK I T L I KE LY ·THAT I SHALL HAVE TO BE SUGGEST I NG SOME TECHN I CAL 
AMEND~ENTS TO TH EDUCAT I ON LEG I SLAT I ON I N ANY EVENT IN THE AUTUMN 
Af\!D I ".'GULD LIKE TO A lf\1 AT JO I N I NG WI TH THESE ;\NY 1\IEW LEG ISLATION 
lHAT I S R~ 0U I RED ON TH I S MATTER.' 1 r 

- , . ... ~ 

; 

, . - -

STATEME Jl 0[,1 MI XED SCHOOL I 'G TO BE ~}'A.DE TO ASSEMBLY TH IS - .~ ~~~t\lJ'~ '-
AFTER[\II\IO;\I ( AP R I L 30 ) AFTER. r,; UEST I ONS BY MI N I STER OF EDUCATION . ~ . <-
MR 8.45 ! L jlllC I VOR : ----- ~~ 

. ' 'I '.v I SH TO PUT TO THE ASSEMBLY A SUGGEST I ON TO F AC I L I I T ATE THE lJov.....e ~ 
PROVIS!O/' OF SCHOOLS CATERING FOR CH ILDREN OF DIFFERENT DENOM I NAT I O[\!£ q ~ 

F I RST . I MUST DECLA RE MY gAS I C BEL I EF THAT THE M I X I NG OF SCHOO L - / • 
CH ILDREN '~OULD CONTR I BUTE TO THE REDUCT I ON OF COMMUN I TY JENS I ON ~ 
I N NORTHERN I RELAND . 

ALTHOUGH I REAL I SE THAT THE CHURCHES HAVE SOME HESITI AT I ON ABOUT 
~4 I XED SCHOOL l j\'G . I ASK THElvl 'EARNESTLY TO CONS IDER THE VERY SPECIAL 
I\lEEDS OF t\'O RTHER[\i I RELAND 'AND TO JO If\J ".v I TH A POl'/ER - SHAR I NG 
EXECUT I VE I f\.' A CONSTRUCT I VE ADPROAC H TO MEET I NG THESE NEEDS . 
AND OF COU%E AS MI N I STER OF EDUCAT I ON . IvJUS T DO EVERYTHI NG TH AT 
i CAN TO HEL P . 

GW 4~G 14- ItS. 
ONE FO THE GROUi\IDS FOR THE HES ITAT I Ot\! OF THE GfIlLOOEN I S AN 
UNDERSTA.BL E A[\JX I ETY ABOUT THE REL I G 10US UPB R I t\1G I t\!G OF THE I R CH I LD REN 
I N SCHOO L S t\IOT UNDER THE I R m'IN MANAGEMC: 'T . THE MANAGEMEI-JT OF 
SCHOOLS IS. HOW8/ER.A MATTER THAT WE I N THE ASSE MBL Y CAN DO SOMETH I G 
ABOUT . 

UI'!DER THE PRESENT L A'.IJ . 50 PER CENT OF THE MAt\!AGD1ENT COMM I TTEE . 
OF (STATE ) CONTROLLED PR I MARY AND~ I NTERMED I ATE SCHOOLS ARE 
REPRESENTATIVES QC" " TRANSFERORS ". S I NCE I t\! THE PAST I T WAS THE 
PROTESTA[\/T CHURCHES THAT TR ANSFERRED THE I R SC HOOLS. THE DE F AC TO 
POS I T I ON I S THAT THESE SCHOOLS HAVE 50 PER CENT PROTESTANT CHURCH 
MANAGEMENT . THE ROMAN CATHOL I C CHURCH I N THEPAST OPTED 
NOT TO TRANSFER ITS SCHOOLS . WITH THE RESUL T THAT NOW 
MOST ROMAN CATHOLIC PRI MARY AND I NTERMED I ATE 
SCHOOLS ARE " MA I NTAI NE D" SCHOOLS. THIS G I VE S THEM TWO -THIRDS 
r"'in·1BE RSH I P DC" THE MANAGEMENT COMM ITTEE . FREEDOM OIJER THE APPOINTMENT 
OF STAFF . AND PAYMENT FROivl PUBLIC FUNDS OF ALL CAPITAL AND RUNN I NG 
COSTS . EXCEPT 20 PER CENT OF NEW CAPITAL EXPENDI TURE. 

HENCE. THE POPUL AR CONCEPT I ON OF [\/ORTHERN IRELAND ' S HAV II\IG 
, ' TWO SYS TEMS " OF SCHOOLS: STATE SCHOOLS FOR PROTESTANTS . 
AND MA I NTA I NED SCHOOLS FOR CATHOLICS. 

ONE SUGGEST I ON THAT I THINK \-VE COULD CONS IDER IS THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CHANG I NG THE LA'" TO FACILITATE ANOTHER .CLASS OF SCHOOL. 'IJ HICH 
".lE M I GHT TH I NK OF AS THE SHARE D SCHOOL AND I N '~H I CH THE T\."O 
GROUPS OF CHURCHES '10ULD BE EQUALLY I NVOL VE D INVOLVED I N 
MANAGEMENT. 

O'BV I OUSLY THE DETA I LS OF TH I S SUGGEST I ON \-11 LL HAVE TOBE CAREFULLY 
WORKED OUT I N CONSULTAT I ON ''' ITH I NTERESTED PART IES BEFO RE 
PRACT I CAL PROPOSAL S FOR L EG ISLAT I ON CAN BE FROMUL ATE D • . 
I APPROACH THESE AT TH I S ,STAGE WITH A VERY OPEN MI ND Af\!D 

I SAHLL 1,.11 SH TO OBT A I N THE V I E'.vS AND ASS I STANCE OF THE T'10 
GROUcS OF CHURCHES . THE AREA BOARDS AND OTHER I NTERESTED~ 
BODIES. ESPEC I ALL Y THE TEACHERS ' ASSOC I AT I ONS AND THE BODIES 
REDRESENTAT IVE OF PARENTS. 

THE MA IN PR I t\IC I PLE BEH I ND THE SUGGEST 10 I S A TRUST BY THE 
EXECUT I VE THAT . I F THE MA I N GROUPS OF CHURCHES ARE I NVOVLED 
TOGETHER I N THE MANAGEME[\!T OF A SCHOOL THE Y ' IJ I LL BETWEEN THEM 
HAVE USFF I C l Er'!T GOOD\·II LL TO AGREE WHAT SHOULD BE DONE . AND TO 
MAKE ARRl,t\'GC:tIIIENTS "!H I CH E[\!ABLE THE CH I L DREN WHO ARE MEMBERS 
OF THE I R CHURCrr l N THE SCHOO L. TO BE SU ITAB L Y I NSTRUCTED 
I N THEPART I CLJLAR TENETS OF THAT CHURCH . 

1 PRO POSE I MMED I ATE L Y TO SEND A COpy OF TH IS STATEMENT TO THE BOD I ES 
WHO 'v I L L SE CONCERE~ID WI TH I T . AND TO INV I 1'E GENERAL PUBLIC 
D I SCUSS I ON . AT THE SAME T I ME . I DO NOT TH I NK I T WILL BE 
SEI\ISIBLE TO TAI<E TOO LOt'-IG OVE R THE CONSULTAT I VE PROCESS . I 
TH I !'jK IT L I KEL Y THAT I SHALL HAVE TO BE SUGGEST I NG SOME TECHN I CAL 
AMEND~ENTS TO TH EDUCAT I ON LEG I SL AT I ON I N ANY EVENT I N THE AUTUMN 
A[\ID I ".'C)ULD LIKE TO A I [\1 AT JO I N I t\'G WITH THESE ANY [\IEW LEG I SLAT I ON 
THAT I S RE0U I RED ON TH I S MATTER . I' r 
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