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it 
1j_c;j_·L~ -' : o J1ort iC An Ir':;lt'n 1 10/J.J 

1. lnnong t.ho .:e I vi f.i.' t:c cl . were Messrs . CurJ:ie, Can ovc n an c1 HU.d't=~ 

I t:cav~lled to lJ'- r..·lJ::Y, Dungannon, Jerry ancl helfaf.:t c. nc1 spok0 ·tc) 
~ ' . .. ' . , 

people \·Ib o between ·th em 9i ve a relic,ble inc .i cation o1: cur·-ent. 

a-'· ti -uc1es .' n t} c r' :i nori t~/ COJ nnun i ty. 

I 
I ., 

. I 
2. On the poJ i tical f.con-'-, Ilumc < nc1 Currj c ga Te n1e s -·pur a ·e b\Jt 

idC:~ ntical ace oun ,. s of t . 10 'L 1 rj_ -.r~ LG ·ta 1 v~-~ \·li·t:l l: h (! UiJU',., on 

8 1\ugu~;t: . N ,:i tltcr side wad .... formal pJ.:-opo~·a.J s and .:.l1.c ;r.:-~eti ng 

no at t.empt rnacle to looJ- at, not to mi1 d j unp, tl e difflcul t 

no difficulty in · agree-ing on a briQf prcr5 .. .i s+· a. ·cm2nt sayin'J the:1t 

the mseting h eld "provide ·:. a posi t.i. •e basis for fnr'\· l~ ~.}r :mG•.:::i:inCJs ". 

rx'he SDLP also fou.ni the UUUC pa1:-tic:Lpa1 .t.F jn a f}: je11dl}' a11d 

appa~~ently 'hcJ pful · mood. · Even t.hc-:. DUPP' s 1\ev . De at. tie "\·Ja.~ modeJ..-ai:e 

in what he said and Cr -·iCJ '~ai~ that if agreorn8n·t could be reacLecl 

·' on a fo -nl of governmr~nt: for No·rthern Ireland 1 he wo,,.l c1 not fo.:::t.;~:;c2 

any n1ajor difficulty j n "ree1ching agrccinent on the Iri "'h dirw=~ns.i.o~-1 ., • 

The SDLP was not in f:1ct ready for the 8 1\.ugust mcet.ing as .heir 

C pn vent ion rr e1nbe r s had 1 ot. a g r e: e d on a man cla t c for l.h c. ne go t i at i o 11 s . . 
Both Hum~ and Currie fe-lt that the uuuc were equally ur~r,rcparec nn e 

th·at it was for this ra·her than any more positivE reason t.hat 

there was no d.' fficulty in agreeing that the ti1ns rcmaj_nin~r befo:r. 

the resunption of the Convention on 19 August would not lc 

sufficient for the private inter·-party talJ ... s . It was therefore 

provjsionally ~greed tha~ the Convention would resume for three 

days to discllss a motion \velcon1ing tho inter-party talks - in 

addition to the UUUC/SDLP talks , 1\lliance and the UPNI r1rc also 

tal} .. ing to the · fJUUC \·!hich has a different delegation for each se i.: 

' of talks . Pais ley lc ad,_ in t:he talks Hi th ~1\lli c. nee c:tnCl in wh ., t: 

muct be thr:-. co ldc,..· t non-ta J 1"c of the lot, ,.~est lends in tl1c 

, 
" 

COl I ,' ): j "T 1'1 j~L ----- .-

It 
I re 1 (1 n d 10/ 11_ /:. HJ 1 [.; t 1 9 7 5 

1. Among t hos .. I v is: t: (,cl . \vGrc Messrs . Curric , C -ll1 l. va.n <lnd HUll -~ 

o f 'Cl-18 SDL and Dr . MClurice II ilyes of tb e Con 7G n tion f"Gcreta. -(:i ·It . 

I t'cc4v~11ed to N'-, \·]l.:y I Dung "1nnon r Je :ry and Belfas t c nd ~-:pOk8 -cc) 
\. , . ~ , . , 

people \'71 0 be t Jcen thorn 9i ve et relic .. ble i nc.i (;dtion 0 -': curr ":on--

a t.ti ·uc1es in "he fnj no~-j ty c o lmunit:' . 

8 l\uguc. t . N ... -i."t:l lcr s:i de on.d : . formal propo,'(j] sand .:.Le :rL.et :i.ng 

might bes t b e c1esc i: i bcd ,.' , , 
\,1_'- '.l) 

no a ttempt rnadr.; to 100J- at I not to roi l d j lUP , 1:1 e d i fficul. t 

no d ifficul ty iL ' a 9 reoil1;:J on a b r i ef p ros ... ; :-.;tntClT:':\nt sayin J tJ1CJ . .I: 

t h e HV':;8 ting h 21(:1 "pr ovided. a po s i t.i.- 'e b as i s for furtl~(~r me{;::-I:inc:.Is ". 

The SDLP al s o f01J.ni the DUDe p C:ll~ tic:ip ants j n a f r j ellc11:l' and 

, 
on a forlll of <Jove rnmr:~nJ- for No'r t he rn I:!. land r he ".\}Oll.] c1 no:: f'0 2.: ~,:; ~ ~, C.2 

any major difficulty j 11 fI reaching agr Clnc nt on the Iri ~h c.1i rn<::\ ns io ~·1 11' .. 

The SDLP vlas not in fact ready [or ths 8 i\l.lgust moet.iL.g as t .h e i:r-

Cpnvention rr e mbers hacl not. agrG cd on a Innndate for l .he nC.!<Jo ti a tic/n s . 

Both Hum~ and Currie fplt t.hat II e UUUC were equally u~prcp arec1 nnc 

" th'at it was for this ra rhe r than an~:{ more positive reason .L..hat 

there was no c1 _. fficul ty in c grceing that the tilne rcmai.ning b - [O!' _ 

the resu option of the Convention on 19 Auyu~t v/ould not 1 e 

sufficient for the private inter·~party tall"s . It was therefore ' 

provisionally agreed that: the Convention wouJc1 resume for three 

days to disCllSS a motion \lclcolning th - inter-party talks - in 

addi tion to the UUUC/SDLP talks , l\.lli -:lncc and the UPNI arc also 

tal}-ing to the ·fJUUC \·!hich has a different delegation for eclch se ';: 

of talJ .. s . Paisley lead"" it the talks ":lith ·Alli2nce 21nc. in Wh'l-L. 

nl'l t b8 th r:-. coldc"" t non-ta11'c of the lot r "~est lCC1ds In tJit'~ 
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\lith J-h0 UJ.1I · und. v7ould t.hcn adj ourJJ for · o . a 

·. 
for'-nig1 t at the .c1 d of wl 1icll it. ,.,rould be cl c. r v/heLhc. ~ or noL': 

wa~ a bas.i..s for agj.:- )cm :~nt in the Convr,)nt:i on. Depen<..ling 0 11 the 

ou teo me of the i: ct. ]· s, . ·the -:-. \Jould be a deb -d:e or d bates in the 

rcs1.unecl Convent jon ei·tlH~r on an a9reed mo·t:ion or on at: least t ·.ro 

sep 'l '" a. te and ~O:Q fli cting mo t.i.on s. 

usual in reaching c.qret~Jnent on th.~ line to be t -d;.en bi their 
I 

: I 
.negotiad,ors . S.J: z: COJL1mittee unde:r. Seamus I,1a1Jon's cllair.n.anslij_) 

which had been g.i vcn the' t. a~3J: · of producing et dr,lft maHdate ( c;;_nd 

vrhich had for this purpose consul ted 1'1r . R. 0' Hanlon , S C .) p~Loducec.l. 

a doctunent \•Jbj ch \vas 1:cmark·:ble only in that "'t va~; '~ vi17t.ual J: ->- a L 

of the l arty 's GonveJ tion n.lec·tion mil j_festo. In prs~>elltj ng he 

· d raf l to the fuJJ. Convf~ntion party, t'·'o of the co1nni. tee JK~n 1 ~e:.:c;;, 

Messrs . Dnffy and Coop~x, had 1nade e: very !3 l~roHg plea for the p·4.ct. ... 

to go for negoti ated indcp nc1encc (:.':. but con~;ideJ:aticn: 

of this 1 inc has b e c n re j e c t G c1 1: y Lh c party , a ·t 1 cast e1 t : t h j c 

Follo ving prolongecl discussion of the !-1alloP c o.Ll1mi t tee dr~aft , 

finaJ ly t1cci c1cd tha·t it did not form a suitable basis for a mand-:ltc 
• i( 

•. 

and Burne Pas dGlegated to r rep are a nevl draft fox· dis cu .... sion at E1 

meeting on 11 l\ugust. This draft "~d:i.ll al1nost certainly form the 

basis of the SDLP's proposals to the UUUC and will be officially 

co_nveyed i.: o the Governme nt and the Opposition later this \·leek. \•Jhsn 

I saw it· before presentation to the party on 11 1\ugu.,t/ it conta .Ll1E,d 

·. th~ee main points . . Firslly, it · propos d a number of possible 
, 

systems of .~hariny po\·le .. , c. g. an cxc.cuti vc propor.J-- ion ally 

:'representative of the parties in the legislat11re; a co1nmittec sysi:c1 

of government under which departments would be run by conm1itleos , 

each con1mittce to reflect the balance in the legislature. The SDJ, ' 

are asking Professor Richard Rose for assistance in fleshing out 

these proposals and possibly in addjng one or two more systems which 

would be acceptable . The second poin·:: in the draft related to the 

Irish dimension and it contained a rigid adherence to the principJ --
I 

of hoving some · all-Ireland instituJ- ion. It suggests maintc:dn .!n~~ 

'! 

1\ 

, 
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(1r cl . v!ou1c1 t .h c n odj UrJl for . b o t a 

fort:ni gl t aL the . '1 d of \'.rllicl1 it. ,·.roulc1 be cl (r YlheLllcr or n o t ·the ~ 

wa~ El. b f-' is for a sp: :leHt .n t in the ConVCl1 tj on. De pending on the 

ot1-'ccomc o f the t: d.l) ' . I ' -11 8 . - \·;ould be Cl deb :lte 0): d ba .. tes in th e 

restune c1 Convention ei tl\e r on an agreed mO'cion or on at l east t 'JO 

s p a·" a.-te and (:oQfli cl:ing motions. 

us ual in reaching (,gr e eJnelYt on th.~ line to be Lel' en by tlJeir 
/ 

negoti a.'l,ors . j~} : 8 COJllmi t tee undr-~ r SC ctlnus 1\' 110n' ~ Cll ai.J:- u a n s l ip 

which ha.cl b8en given the ( t. n~3 )~ ' of proc1ucins (t d -, ft n ~·Hda .. te (ond 

\'J11 ich had for th" s purpose consul ted ]\1r. R. 0 tHan 1011 IS. C .) producE.CL 

of the lJ rlr ty' s ConV81 tion r-.lec·-ion me. nifesto. In pre~eJll: :i ng h e 

. dra.ft to the full Convell ,L j on party f t"IO of the C01nl1'_ tee wen 1.1 0 :( . • , 

Iv1essrs" Dnffy and Coop~r I had made c.. very strong plea for .I-he 1 · .... ct_? 

to go for nego·ti atcJ inc1~pen. c1 e.nc8 but conc;ideJ:atiol:. 

of this ] j ne has been rejected by the party I at lnast at: thj s ri1: n _"c . 

Fo110:Jing prolongec1 discussion of the ~1allor' committ.ee c11/ ft , l' ,'- \ ,~ ..... l , ,( a. ~ 

fina] 1y t1ccided tha"t it dj d nOL form a suitable basis for a l11and ;:l c. e 

" 
and Ilumc was delegated to prepare a nevl draft for disc1.1s ... >ion at d 

meeting on 11 l\ugust. Thi draft \"ill almost certainly form the 

basis of the SDLP's proposals to thc uuue and will be officially 

co.nveyed 1::'0 the Government and the Opposit_'on later th's "leek. \':11811 

I saw it before presentation to the party on 11 hugunt, it contain~d 
• I 

. th)~ee main points . . Firstly I it proposed a number of possible 

systems of .~ha.riny pO\ver f c. g. an cxecuti VG proportionally 

:representative of the parties ~n the legislaturej a cOlnmittee SYf31:C! 

of government under which departments would be run by cOnIDlitteos, 

each cOTIlmittee to reflect the balance in thE' legislature. The SDI.1 1 

are asking Professor Richard Rose for assistance in fleshing out 

these proposals and possihly in addjng one or two more systems whi~h 

wou c1 be acceptable . The second poin ·~ : in t.he draft related to the 

IrisJ1_dimension and it contained a rigid adherence to the princj. p 1 e 
\ 

of hcn ... .,i!lg ~ome all-Ireland instituJ-ion. It. suggests maint2jn~ n ~ 
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• No:r.: l:l '/South con Lacts on c con om ·.c and Poe:· c.. 1 mattGl~c~ on an i1 fo llc 1 

ba!-;:i_s but fornal.i.E.d.ug North/South .Jccuri L-.y ar ~-u1~Ir·me 1 .s \'ll i.cl-

would be brou~l t into effect on both sicJos whenever there - s a. 

threat ·Lo tl e · i1 .~t:L i.:llt::i_ons of stat~ on Q.i ther side. ~inc ':.. such 

arJ('u.ngen1ents would pro ;ably 1nvol ve a 11cn dn1e:nts to tl c Iri~;h 

COl1"}ti tnl.:ion und r.< incE: tLc.. \'lhO. (, packc: ge I to have Jnd ~imum r r 4 o;;pect;:; 

of c·uccess , shou~ 

bo:rtde r 1 the third pu~; flt j n the druf1: pJ oposed siHtr·· tancou;.:; r fer'2nc1~ 
I 'I 

(It will b e rccullec1 th -.~.t SDLP 

r ~:,mb c r s have pre vi o u.; J. y floc: J c.~ ( : the ref c r e 11 C a i c1 n a a.; ·the only w 'i.1Y 

in whicJ1 i::hc:... "legi t:i m · cy n claim of t.he II cc-n once and for ·111 Lr~ 

lr- . · c1 to rest,) 

: 1'1.. Dr. ~a uri ce Ilctyes (v;hom I rn0.t in Stormont on 11 7\.ugnst. and 

\·lll om I J ( d al c· 0 Inet: fo}:· a fe ! c1 <::.ys tovnJ.r(!s the enrl of my holi l·tys 

in July) \·las gen.._r( J ly pessj m:i.st.ic about .he pros1 c.cts for the 

Convention and inde(-;rl 1 c1.d at o1.e point be n conc~rncd that the 

Convention 'v 70U r1 collapse i.n th ~ private talJ's where ther~ would ·· 

bG no -'Pl?Ortuni i...y for the chairman to play his mediation roJ e. He 

. / 
was conc0rned both at thE.. gene-ral lack. of preparedness on tlc. pClrt 

of th' SDLP and also at tJ.c <1Pl arent lack of will on the p · rt of 

the UUUC backbencl1cr~ to take the Convention seriously. If the 

11~~.o d (J:[ the~e backbcr cherr.< was a reliable _ guide to the UUUC - and . 
J r. Hnyef· believccl it was -- there was no \vay in which the Loyalist. 

( 

·. le.~cle1:s had ·any room fo:t; even a slight. departure from their 
:~ i. 

1nd1 i fcsto posit:ion of no power-shar,ing and no Irish dime11sion. If 
.. 

anytl1ing, the rnood had become harder over the last six weeks anc1 

in . so far as those concerned could explain it , the hardening of 

attiJ-ucle derived both from the failure of security policies to cop8 

with violence , vcn during a Provo ceasefire , and from suspicions 

of a JJri t.ish deal VJi th t.he Provos . In 'the fa.ce of fear or 

unce.r aint.y the natural Loyalist reaction vlas to express it in 

incr~a:-~cc1 host.ility tov1ards the traditional· ene1uy . \·Jhcn I met him 

on. 11 l\ t~rust, Dr . Hayes hud not in fuct received any first-hand 

( CC(J, .r t o:E ·f"he in tc:c·-party talks on 8 l\.ugust so he was not: able t:o 

~----------------------~--------------------- -----
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• 110J: t ] l/ Sou-th CO Ji'\:Clcts on economic and snc.i.(.l matterf..~ o n an j ,J fO_llc 1 

b a f;j_p but formalj f; illg North / Sonth . ecuri t.y ar -Cln~.Ir;lne J ,S \ ',71 i.cJ: 

would be b rought i nto effect on both sic1c5 \'lhen ever there \ . ..,- s Cl 

thrE4at 'Lo t:1 e 11 stitlll:i,ons o f stc: t~ on (-, i ther s ide. ~in c(:-.. S lch 

arY'ang nlentfj \'lou J d pro )ably 1. valve Cl 11endlnGnts to t l c Ir 5. ~:.1h 

Consti t u t: i on (And ... i nce tLe \'Jho: c packc: ge I t o h -l V C. ma ~imum 1 14o:;pect~, 

b order I ·Lhe. th i rd }l0 _: I" ' - j n t he cl~nf1: pro). osed S:i.JlU " tanco us ) __ cfer-.l1cl ~ 
I " 

(It '''ill b e rc c ullec1 t h -Lt F' J LP 

JGembCrf3 ht. .vc previou:--ly f J.o ~,· J ec : t:118 r efcrCl Ca idea af; thE. only \,li.~y 

in \'lh ich i:hc= .. "le g it:i m' cy H cl aim of tbe J1 A c a n on""c and f or a ll L(~ 

lr id t o r st ,) 

11.. Dr . I a UJ:- i ce IIdyes (\ ,'hom I me t: in Sto.cmont on ] 1 Augnst. and 

\'J110m I h e c1 al '0 1118t f o): a f e', c1 u./s tovl<.:trcl s the e n rl of my 1101 ic1ays 

in Jul:-l) wa s ge n,-rc J 11' l: es~ j m i st::. ic ubot.1c i .h e pro s l c c t s for the 

Conve n t i O D a nd indeed h dd a -(: 01 e pain c b~ n con c~rne d th a t tl e 

Convention'v,'ould coll ap se .' n th p r i vat(:~ tal]~s \vh e r e ther9 ""oula " 

b G no ~'Pl: o r tunity fOT ·th e ch a irman 'lo pl ay his mLdi a tion ro]c. He 

. I 
\V as concerned both a t the:. gene...ca l lack of prepa l.~edncss on t.h e pnrt 

of the SDLP and al f.o at tLc (1PI r1 r ent lack. of will on the part of 

1-.he UUUC b a ckbe ncl!cr:-:-; to tr k e the Convention s8J:10 lsly. If the 

l[~o,od ()f the ~e ba.ckbe nche r'" wa s a reliable . guide to the UUUC - and 

] r. JI uy e .; b e - ievccl it W-lS -- there \va. no \vay in which the Loyalist: 

( 
" lea c) e t "b had 'any room fo\, even a slight departure from their 

i :- . 

lnani fe sto positj_on of no power-shar,ing and no Irish dimension. If 
" 

anyth:i.!1 g- , Jche rnood had become harder over the last six weeks and 

in . sc far as thoce concerned could explain it , the hardening of 

attiJ-uoe derived both from the failure of securi ty policies to cope 

wi th violence I ven during Cl Pr'ovo ceasefire I and from suspicions 

of Cl Bri ish c1cal dith the Provos . In 'the face of fear or 

unce rt a inty the natural Loyalist reaction vIa ,:> to express it in 

incr .a:-' c c1 hort'ility tovlLll"c1s the trad:Ltional' enemy . \'Jhcn I met hi n". 

on 1J. A '~rllstl Dr . IInye;o h o d not in felet received any firct-hand 

( cenurt t of the :·ntc::c· ... party talks on 8 l\ugust so he 't;Ja not: abl - :0 
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confiJ~m '-he Convc?.ntj_on tirnet.~ble ontlined by Messr~:>. Bume c. nd 

Curr·· c but he aid f:~ay -hat. they v1ere nov1 t.hinl .. ing generally in 
\ 

terrns of a c·hor-L: Convention ancl he himself 'tdCiS making it knO\•/n 

that he would probably' be rl.vaflable fox· -.a1o!:l·J....; r nssignment ·v1:i.thin 

the Po.~tbern Irc:~+0n·-J civil service vlithir a few ruont.lls. 
\ .. 

5. Du:r.ing my visit. ,the r.;ituation on tbc:! ground \'las a~ b~.d a~; 

anyt.h-Lng I have seen t:l1ere since 1972 and the anti int.0..J:-nment 
'I 

pl.~ote;----s and snb.;equent v.i.olence was certainly \\7211 above the l97:i 

- and 19 7 4 pat·tern. 'J'host::~ i \·d ·' h v.r.hom I \·Jas in contact had no dou1: t 

the t a] 1 i.J1o d.i s·l_,_u..:-bancef..-; "t:JeJ:c hi.ghly o:cq~ nise:d thouqh t.heJ:-e 'derc 

(lj_ffer~ncqs of opinion z-t. to whe-Lher it \·.7"J.s thr.: ll SP or t ~J.E! I=> I O\" -' ~:. 

who \·l.._rc re.]pon.~ ible. 'Jlhe bal<. nee of info.rrnat.l.on r~uggest~::. i.:hett 1 

=~. t ca..;t ir~.itiaJ.ly, the Provos dicl not \·:ant trouble ·-· wllonq c ther 

thingc.;' it docs not s 'uit. the It :r.c~spectable II iL asrc VJ)l i.cll they c~rc 

trying to cultivz te in minorit.y areas - Jyu:t that: once it ~;trt:t:-tcd, 

possibl>' a,t the in~;tigo.tion of the IRSP 1 t~ ~·~ ·-· Pr ~) ros becn.nK~ ·'_n J ~ .. vc.:. ·, 

and Jcheir involverncnt \las subsequently ratified by the lcSdcrsl1ip 

in a "c!ef.endsrs of the people" stntement. 'Il1e. ~c were also 
. , 

differences of opinion as t:o v,;·hether or not tl1c L1.i.sturbancl_. S \·.'ere 

lil'ely to fade out quickly or \'7ere the beyinning of a buj 1<.1·-·t'P 

'il~icl_ would end in a. full-scale resumptj oJ.'l of the PJ.ovc Ci1nl!_ aign 

in the near future . The most .frequently expres c:;cc1 view vn. s ·'-hc.d: 

t~e Provos were trying to cool the situation us pdrt of their 

ov~rall plan of winnj ng support from the rninorit:y for the inevi 'la1 J.e 
.. 
\. " 

bu.h·'not imminent resumption. 

: 6 . lvhat is clear from talJr ing to people in minority arec s in 
'. 

Northern Ireland is lhat the Provos have he1d considerable success 

during the ceasefire in creating a 9limale of 00inion a few dcgroc 
t\, t·l '=~\A 

more sympa1::.hetic " t1 an it hu.s been for some time. It is difficult: 

to give precise. explane1tions for thi~-; bu·t the follo~·.;i ng n.re somr; 
., . 

of the factors m6ntioncd: 

,.. 
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confiJ~m the Conv(~ntion tirnei'# ~ble outline d by Messr~J. BlI.me and 

CLlrric but he aid ;:~ay -hat. they were now t.hild"ing gener'llly in 
\ 

terll1S of a c'hort: Convention and he himself vIas making it knO\'n-l 

that he would p:cobably' be ri.vai"lable fo._" -.nl01:1'j ..: r (lssignment Tvlithin 

the Po ~tbcrn IrG+(:ln~1 civil sGrvice vlithil a few Tllontlls. 
\ .. 

5. During my visit. ,the Gitnation OJ tllf! ground \'las at'" b.:..d a~; 

any ,thing I have seen t:1jeJ~e since 1972 and the anti int.crnment 
" 

- and 1974 patt,e:cn. 'J'hoSE~ i \,Jj .1 - 11 vl.hom I VlEtS in contact had no c1ClUt t 

(LLffer~ncc:s of opinion (3. to whe'lher it 'ddS thr.: 1J. SP or t'lE! 2IO" ,/ ~:: 

whn vl ..... J:C re..;pon.:ible. '1'11e bali. nee of informat.i.on [~uggest~,) i :h'-lt, 

Elt least ir~. i -Lially, the Provos did· not \'lnnt trnuble ... ilillonq ( ther 

thingc~, it does not s 'uit. the It respectable I1 il. usrc W]l i.cl! they c~rG 

trying to cultiv( te in minorit.y areas - )yu:t tha·t once it ~;trtl:-tcd, 

possibly (l·t the in~;tigEl_tion of the THSP I t~ :··-. Pr-) 70S beca.n1c~ ",H r ~V('; -~ 

and Jcheir involverncnt was subsequently ratified by the lc~dcl~r:;11ip 

in a "c1ef,811dsrs of the pcople ll stntement. 'Illcrc were also 
. , 

differences of opinion as 1.:0 v,;-hether or not tlH~ L1.i st.urbancl~ s \',7ere 

lil'ely to fade out quickly or Here the beyinning of a buj Id'-'L'p 

td~ich would cnd in a full-scalE. resumptj on of th<:; PJ,O 7e, Ci11Xli aign 

in the near future . The most ,frequent.ly expres c:;(~d vieVJ 'vU .. 5 -'-hc.!t 

the Provos \vere trying to cool the situation as part of J-hcir 

ov~rall plan of vlinnj ng support from the rninorit:y for the inevi till le 
.. , , " 

bu.h·· not imminent resumption. 

: 6 . ~\That is clear from tal)" ing to people in Ininori ty areas in .. 
Northern Iroland is that the Provos have had concid~rablc succes~ 

during thE:! ceasefi.re in creating a QlimaLe of opinion a few degree., 
t\, t..' r...;I.A 

more sympa1::.hetic " than it has been for some time. It is difficull: 

to give precise. explanation.~ for this but the foJlowing ~re som~ 

', -

, of the factors m~nLioncd: 

,.' 
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t b e COlJ t.:' nuin ~J vj ol e..'· ce, most o f i·L non-PJ~ovo i n o rigin , 

sho\tJ ~; t.ha ·t a] l the tr >"ubles o f Nor·thc~J_n J J:e l ~lll 1 in 

recent y (;lars ca 1L.ot , a'- h ar-> freq uGnt y b een cl u j_m -.d be 

blamed on t.lle Provo. ; 

dc:~c : pi t:e . t:he_ c:J . · nee ·=- Pr:ovo vj olence , sc cn~ri t y polic.i.Gs 
\ • t I I 

hav '~ not Lec1 any more C'uc ce::; f~fu 1 in d r.:~a l ing uit:. h loJ~ l is.l-

vj o l c11c8 and ~-· _;et c r i ~ r ass a .. s il'} u tions ; 

., 
th e i.nc .t clcnt centre ~· are servinq tbe Pro ' O~ we ll. They c.r~ 

no l or g ~ r J:-cg c:u:dcd i n t he c·ame j ok . n sr or..-;ay in v;Lich tLay \l r c 
I , 

h a d an y dram~ tic public i mpac ·t t ) )c;y h bv e p rovi ded a ·u sef·JJ. 

po :i. n ·t o f c o · tact be i.:v.rc:.:e n the Pj: ) ro3 an d peop J.e \.Jho 

pre vious ly hac1 no e · sy a nd saf e way o f giving their vie ·1s , 

c.:. ubnn - c. ~--1 cc L:s o f J· rovo act i vity. F . ~("~ ill th e c 0mfo r t of 

offj ce s alle~;c c~ ly p a id f or by the British Go v e r nnK:! n t , the 

PJ·o 7 0 S c<.1n n ovJ' eas ily mon i t .o r t 1 -- vital 1 1 o cal :ce ac -'- i o n c ~ ~ 1 

·-
an, Clrea·- to-ct rea ba.c-i s and adjuAt a s p e cts of the ir~ ... ac-'- iviJ-5 c ... 

accor dj_ngly; 

the:cc seemf' -o be li ·'· t] c hope that the Convent: : on c a n 

ucc~~cd and i:h e rc is 1nuch criticicm of -he SDLP for 

coutinuing t.o participate in a political c~ xerci se \ 'll ich is 

re0a rded a.,:) being doome d to fail1..1re. (This criticism is 

-getting thJ: ough to SDLP representati vcs CJnd may l e one of: 

" factors in the current party difficuJtjcs in reaching 

agreement on their nc:. ~1otiating position) i 

internment is being ~een to end as a direct rccult of tnl~s 

betv1ccn the Provos and the BriJcish Government and many on 

the minority side beliGve thal in the next round of 

polii.:ical talks involving Northern Irel nd, their point OJ. 

view and interests will, whether they like it or not, b e 
.. 

looked aft0r by Provos. The crust.be tween support of 

constitutionaJ poljti.cs a1 d i1Cccpt?nce of a ccunp~ iqn o f 

'~------...... -~----~---

/ . 

tl e COl t.:' nlln9 v.i ol .. ~· ce, mo:~ - of i-t nOl -pj:-OVO in o)_i. in, 

sl ~7~~ that a] J. thr.:, tr lJJ es of N( rthern Irel~l 11 in 

J':-CCC!l1t yes ca 1n01: I l1f 11' s freq118nt y b(-..;'2n cl" j nL.d be 

bl c med 011 t .llc Provo,,; 

d ~:p .L t:e t:he nee .:- P -:0'10 v:i ol0.nce, ccc'lu:-i ty [: olic" 80 

I 
/ -he i.nc,tcJcnt centre!; ar<.=..! seJ.:'vin9 the Pro 10~. \.'lell~ They; r __ 

no ]onsre ~ r g clr'led In the 'c~m,_ :jck' n9 \'lay in vihicb i:Luy , r e 
• 

whon i:bey \'/ere f :.r s t in trodu cod and ·thou~rh tlley 11l1Y II - J ::. - ~-= 

po:i.n ·t of co tact b -twe(~l1 the P 1. )\,08 and peopl who 

previously h( c1 no e' :'Y cU1d safe \'lay of Ji vine th8:;'1: ris 'IS r 

c.:, .. abnn- cc' ects of ]rovo ac-ivity F. " ~lm tl e comfort of 

offj ces (- le~Je(~ly pC'.id for by the British Gove.rnmGl1"t, tIle 

ProTos c(Jn nO'l cac'ily J1101it.or tL_ vital! local :ce~1c'- ion ' )!1 

" 

an, area-t. -clrea bac'i~' Clnd adjust aspects of their., ac ·r-ivi J
- : i e 

accordingly; 

thej:e seernc ' 0 be liJ-tle hope tl at. the Convent: on aLl 

succeed and ·there i lnuch crj t_' cicm of -he SDLP for 
,/ 

continuing t.o par1-icjp-lte in political exercise which is 

re9"arded ClP being doom.d to fai.ure. (This crit.icism 's 

-get -ing th:cough 0 (~DLP representative,' CJnd m y 1 e one of 
" ,. . 

he curr nt party difficu ties in reaching factors in 
\ . \ 

agr.<?ement 011 tLeir negotiating pas i tio) ) i 

1 , 
internmen ' is being seen to end as a direct result of tal~s 

between the Provo,; and the Br' Jci~ h Government and many on 

t.he minority side believe thaL in the next round of 

po11tical t.a ks involving Northern Irel nd l their point of 

vievl and iL t-.eres -S \'lill t whcth r they ike it or. not I })~ 

looked aft~l:;r. by Provos. The crust, between suppo.:--t of 

conctit.uti n 1 polj ti_cs Ell d i1cccpt{lncc of . cClmp::li 0n 0 

,.' 
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