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Th~re h·td 1Jcen no h · n0 r ... e-...J con Jl.) c in r o p:;~: of t.r.'"' t? · ~ .. :..> . ...; .)e J r--.. r ... ~en io . 

a1 d the '111dicati.Ol ,) "J Ct; dlc~t the. clcctiOlJ. fot' it ;vould ·~], ~ }Slct i 1 .t'I' ~c1 

L)ec_ ... convC::.)(;d io ihe :..,ritish c: rerr11nent tlli"ough l1.1 ·eri ~ n .~our'"' ~) u 8 

offeet ihaL a s 111H.] C01Tilni.tte8 sho ll· he ectc ... bl" r-1 ed ~(, 

the various )8..1.' iS<> .LYl en U... tj,r_. cont;. 1 < .1C8 r f the t 

r l as~ 1 'rorn Pordaoiso J:--_ ic-·c)J on Lealtl qrounnr·. 

thn.t ,. ~ a1 · d; na ';oJ 1 t r y r ad c p "e. ' ed the 1i8\V: ~ lLlOltg1 .. he ;as noL -1ery j0.c· i.te 

about it, ' 1 at tbG ,,_aves ' aru i.l.L q e as~E ... ll nl wiihi"1 U e Pro vi· · on~ l I . R. A .. 
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, of l i -i-.;'e . ..: l )3t~Il ' , Jhi.Cd 1 '":Id 

hr !J. c.;on JC;,:\ cd to the .l ritish C u ,eJ'11 nent ihl"ough P. 1. ·eri; n ) 0 J.r' ,to t1 c... 

ffeet t'lat a G 11laJ.l ,olnlni. ttec s! L() 11- be eC'l(..ylJr.) 1 d tG rnc.' ntain crnlL' c+s bet lJe0r. 
7' .. 

t le \Jartou,";) part' ee) a.l_ci ensu.· tt ("~ c.;ont~ 1 '.. e of the rllce . ',C.' '''' U. ~..-s LOl ... 

wc.,s th'.,t this ~ornnliltce 81 ould cor-sist of l\.1D, srs. Sc:....n I\/[cPri ~ n, Dt.., 'lTIond 
Iq reI 8..d 

al;::o buen a Sll\-1 ~ .. stion Ula t . .,s l\~ t. ,IO! ";'1 1.11 V..rilS in ... 1', 7 t)ad heal:h he sho lld 

reI asc: r01n POl' lJaoisc 1"' . ·.r~Oj c: l l.lcaltll 91'ounr', . 1. ho '1 aoipea r : i } rnen : o. c 

th;t,t r ardi'1r.l r;on, .. y aJ t),:l e. "ea t1E. lievJ ; ~11Ll01t ,/~ he 7as no!.. very la ' _ i.te 

about tt, L at the I 'r oves I re i.n i ease '-'it-hin U e I/ro~l' . onc 1 T. R. A 
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q_;: ·on of .~- 1e 

J3ri.tisb a1"n1y t ro, c Y' The_y L~~d 2J' o 1), t forward Lhe v·.e J L.l t, giv n a 

genuil ... e ., .1 pe1 n1ancnt ce ·~v..tion of vio ence, there n1igh 11"..., to be sorne 

on a ren1ission o£ c entences f petrcle'"'", at SOJ.C"1C ti 1G ·n tl!r"l future. He 

rnention ,d t e G oo'nt.s to indicate that Lhe SDLP h· Jd not been inactive in t 
J.; 

ori.od s·lnce the fD11 of th .... Execu ive Be sai ~ th· t the 'P rn1inghan1 bon b.: .. _ 

had l een tLe c··ucial facLor in the loss of suppo~'·t fo ... the Plovisionals. 

hard to ut1der:=--tLnd v;hy Lois sho 1lcl e so ut tl"G ,:,)pectacle 01 ordinar r \vorl<" r_ 

people r e·.ng k'lled as they went about their 1si 1es3 had producec. a new j e· ·· : ' 

on t1 e part of the eople. PrGviousl r, the f-ro~.r:s~onal:.> a 1d ... L.he Of ici· 1 
~vf'f1 . ) :- . 

had believed thaL th_,y could rel.' to some extent on the L rt of ihe t of t...l 

bour ParLy in Britain, on the Irish i.n Britain and on tpG Eriti 1 \VO 1 inc 
. 

class geneiallv. Followi.n~ ? rr 1in,; "c'-1 : f~is vas no lone c.r-· a ro . .J ect. 

M .. :. ,'iL said L. at 1h~le it va;_ ve y tit:si.rCJ bl, o c:nsu c a conU.nua"ion of t .. c 

ceasefire, the J r ovisi on8..ls 

lecte l - ep -·csen tativ s. 

1ust not be aJlovJ . 1 to unde i l i· 8 tl e decision of 
{7..., • tv 

I-Ie vent 01 to ref ... to tlJ ') (. ,· ,. . n cbanoc in 
J -

at1nosphere i.n the Nor tr olrowi.nq t 1e ceasefi re. rl'heru \VaS a or .at lllOOd 
~~ 

and v'iJ 1 for · e:J.ce. l!~vcJ·y hour t 1at the ceasefi --e wa.J nroJon. ed rrtade it 

nore crfficult foj the --rovisionals to rest1ne t1 ~ir :amp~ign. I-:T ~ vvas 8.1 o 

rJ.'l e SDLI ' s they 1 d do 18 PI ev· ) lSly~ Je ·c l '~ina fo ) . p ~ 

ou of e enti.on Ji hout t · o.l. 
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, t at ~oul1 aCJ'ue f10rn l:.I. rcr I ~ if 1" of tl ~e 

genuil.e ... d per 11 n .... rrL C8C:- L'~tion of violence, ther e D1ight } c:. I Le be Sf L e 

on a reI issi 01 of c entences 1.X~r ole,;." at SOl.LlC ti le 'n tb Cl iutuY'c. lIe 

nJention .. d t e G po 'uts to 'ndicate that the SDL ) hac noL been in r+ ',VC ir t 

peri,od s'lnce the fDl1 of th .... Executive lIe said that the 'P .rn1ir gbaol baIT b~_ ... ~ 

had I een the c u .ial facto." in the loss of support fo .. the PLovi~ ' onals. It \ -Owe-

hard to w1derstand VJhy this shoulcl be so ut tl"c spectacle (; ordinar T \J01 k ' L 

people tJeing k' lled as they went about their usi 1es~ had produce 1. a new j e' 

on t e 1 art of tl1e people . 
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votu. 

'J:lr 0 ~llinL' T' for I c ·tc , ld 0 c. .. .lpr c• il' \Jl}r.~1 ·-. t 

~: '"Jiun ro 1 ld not c 1 - a lc Ji \, b 

t11e D JT 1 eJd no fe r·~ of 'he e1 .... tic; 1 a~ c.... 1 

\VOL1ld YYl<:"'l i 1.l' in th i.r po i' i 01 • 

3J s, lffr:lrch: tne .. oldi.r ~ o" e1 ec iunD ah t Eac::'e s 

alvJa y._, a period o:f tEL. ion ir lhc 1·tr • If e 1 . L i n '' _ re _ .... 81 , ::. L 1 • ~. t i 

Lhe l)3..rtio, would be ncqo ·C1.. ·11 ,, wi. t1 · n ~L~.:: onventio uu ing lhe r Y·iod ur1 L 

A11.gust Nhe1 temperatu,.e, · were a1so tr'") diti. nall high · n Lhe N r 1 . Tnc 

PJ'ovis·onall.R . . A. needed time to reg1·oup as, political entity. 

vievJ \~'a'-' ttat tlle election ,:>hould be pos ·1 oncd unt' l next. 0 .l~.;Le ·. 

His perr")o .. 

He wa._, 

·onsc:·ou.:> that aJl parties had a ... "'ecponsit ilily for eac0 but hi.s vievJ \J~ .. s l 1 

pr oqress r·ould be n~ado solely tbr oug}J Goncessions on tJ e n ·j litar, i.de. 

}Ie sa.vJ policing as once ag· i. 1 eing· one of the ma · Ol' pre bl ms . It r\;2 s a 

subject that VJOuld be aired 1no "8 and mo .. e "Ln C01nil10 11\. nths and th::t.t vJould iJe 

contenti.o 1s . £] . said that onG . itua .. tion he savJ comi.n.g v.1as that, if t _e 

J~ri.t ish do not hold ele~tions i.n 'Lhe near Juturc, a deal \Vh ·.ell ~ ey !Yl . ght 11 .... ke 

wi:Lh the J?rovl ·i.onals vJould e to vJitJ dravJ f om ce .. tain areas, ecpecially 
\\ (C; ~ 

So 1th ... '\. IT1agh. . his would L.~e on the et~r standi.ng the. t if the Provi..~ion'"'.l :l 

did noi 11ake t.he·j r presenc8 oo osLensi ule o set up ·10 ~lO area·), the Bl'i ti ch 

vJoulrl. edttce their ll' senc:c to say the --·orn p} · 1ne1 t of a poli.r·o .:>tat ion ;about. 

five people o:r so. 

? . r. fiumc sugcrested ihat it \vas possi.ble t11at the Dr;.tich ·wou d Lope to 
j/" \... ;.J 

gTadLr3.lly 'ntrod ce -1- €£€ p ,I ro]s into a "e'l;: VJ11Gre L ey now d' d not ' o. rr, .e 

SDLP vould no l'n i.t easly t oppo'" e this develop1 cnt. IIo ;ever· u i~ 
v~ ' 

woul hc·lp to solving· th ~ iou r-tcrn.L 1Jroblom. NJbody \/O 1ld jo·n L e R0° 
/ 

tbe.:>e c~J cun1stc.tnces. In o er to f' re tall the d'lV \~e.1. of the IT A a,; 

re.lJon.)i' 'lity ::o-. "c.:ornmuniiy lr]i.ci1g' 1
, Mr. Jiur te su·Jges c. t1 
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ii ve people 0 . s o. 
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woulo 1 elp to solving' th .. 1011 ··ternl pr LJom . N-..>Dor'y o lld jo'n 'lle I 10
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the 'c ci.J' .;um,stanc8,· . In 0 er to fore )tall t~e Lt. e'" 0 . the ITM. as; 

re, pondi bi.li iy ~o 11 (:orrl mUD; iy p01ici 19 ", Mr . Jlur le ~ u ef2' ~ i ti t r-
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• . Rees started the process of.informal talks \vith the various parties in the 

North, in aqvance of the Convention the SDLP should seek to t~llk to the Loyalists, 
fl{Q_p,_, I' ' ~ . ,. 'I 

to scotch Purn&~ ~ c~,/V(~~t:y / 9~ t~ which \vere unfortunately 

receiving· some support from naive Church1nen. Mr. Hume said that the 

main question at present was what v,;ere the ProvisionaLs up to'? One 
I_ _,. [) 1 • . .~ 11 

,_-

theory \VC\S that I~ 1-un..RL~ r~ ~ D.. ~-~-~~~ ~· r;c,-u:_ __ 
LP-:-o-s-ejt.A--l ~a_-1 t>.. J,-J.-;;~ f.o (& P~ I-t~ 1:.:> v~r;r.J-~ c.~( ~ 

yJJ .:~(A...(.-vv public support and that a certain stag·e they vJ.ould enq~neer a breaJ,.do\vn of 
l tJ'L--4 ~. 't.A.J2. 
the truce in such a way that it would seem the fau~ at their door. Another 

theory
1
held by for example by the Chief Constable of the RUC, was simply that 

thG Provisionals wanted the campaign of violence stopped. It \vas important, 

therefore, that the other parties involved should not give the Provisionsa.ls any 
(-/~ 

excuses for a resumption of violence . This had sorne implications for ·a poliC'7 

of the Government in the South . While the SDLP had not objections to the 

apprehension of Kevin lVIallon - quite the reverse, in fact - they thought that the 

Government might adopt a publicly n1ore compassionate attitude lin relation to 

conditions in Portlaoise Prison. 
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• 
vl, o l 1 d be c o J [ i r , e l j n t }- e s t r a ~ . ..h t--:j u c k ~ - of the .. r rn rid a t e s • 

fhe construction ,of a nev~r co sJvi tution ··us a difS:icult task 

at ..:he best 0f times and tbe .a . shot ld n )t be marie more 

cifficult b compelling people t0 en.c tl e necessary di,cussions 

r)n the bas:i s of rigid positions. _ ,.e:cybociy vvos n'Y 1 movin 
) /-vf~:...J .. 

in tne ,)olitj_cal ... in th,. ,·iorth. He 1gain st:r. ... ecse::d t 1at 

the ~JJLP had sa .;.d to .tr. ces t . jt the ~_ r.i. t.' sh Gover rnnc r:t 

~l:ould not 11~·,e any t~JJ.l' s v;i tL the Provi -ior l,") 01 , oli' ical 

matters . 

q . The ra oi sea c h a skec vrl1etht::r tl.cre was n ~")t a dang r that a 

a !l. oppori.. u :i ty to c la irn ·. ·'. t the f3ri ti sh '.Jr..:re nesotia ti ng 
)..fAA-""' 

wit.1 the rn.? tJ:c . J<~.)lor~} Lin1e vas gr--·,rLly needed [n the !Jo1.th 

a tmo~phere c.. f ! ea ce ; + ~e 3:ci ti sh n __ cc eel t:_rne ; the IJr-ovi si 01.a 1.;_) 
tv 

needed ti1 I. If we \rei e ver to get av!ay f·:-om tl e c'os of 

~ violence in the . rorth it v.;c.~ ess·entj_al .L.hat ·he Pro_visio. als 

1~ou1d go p0U. tical. In hi~ '' ie1·.: 1 c. ( .J 1e nti' n held wit 10ut 

the oarticj r":ation of Provisional re 1·Jrc'~ .. ::.),ttatives v\rould be 
' I 

cJnd .t-\lliar,ce parties - also 1 eedeci 
~\ 

tir1c . Ti:ne V'oS nee~ s8 

doo1ned to fail . Th~ middle gT'o 1 d uniord.sts- the faulk,ter 

\ r arties ~t P')Si tions 

C'luld be ~:>oftene - ot 1er vise t1--.e Conv=..nticn \'ould bs a 

~<.J~ - . ~ ,. gc rden . Tl e l·<~i ni ster for Posts and Telegraphs enqu~ rc:d 

vvith this ·· de· of postponing elections . In rerly the .'1 Ll 

re·pre~e 1taticns to this efrect to . ."r . r1ees . The ·llianc e 

Party vvould aJ so bE~ agr~·eable to this course of dCtion . 

Th Taoj S(:oCll r _quired v·ha v :. ' · ;>ees action to t! is sua,,cc 
..J-' 

on 

nf postr onr-·111er t had bec:n ., fr re~)ly , tilE ·uLP dele(Jd tion :i.1. _., 
ts·ci · 

-----------------------------------------------------~~--~------~~ 
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Once :Jcople 1 c be n el.cte I n 4- se igic poc-i ti nr., 'Ley 

\.0 Id be COl fj 1 orl j n .h" stra·.' t-· dcl L of the ' 't In ri att; s. 

fhe construction ... of a nevv con .I~i tu.:ion wa;,:l cl dif :"ic' t task 

at the b c;t ")f tilDe c cnd t.e .a.:: sholld n t 1 e rnaJe more 

difficult by cornpelli 9 people 0 en le tl e nec0 c'_,ar/ di cu~'si ns 

on t 1. e b s j S 0 f r _. 01. dos i t ion 5 • .= .. e i'\ i b (1 Y flJ a s nO' I m OV i n J 
~/~f~,~,. 

i I the r 01. i -IJ i c a 1 ." I '. ~ i n t ,1 0 : J 0 r t ' 1 • Ii e (I gin s t J'" e 5 S ~ :l t "d t 

the ~DL ~ ha ( SCl id to l/!I'. ~ e est. t the dr.i t~ sh Gover me r.t 

sl:ould not hJ"e any t- J.l' -- v.~ tL. th Prc.'· i-ior ai, 011 ,..;oli ticcl 

Inat~ers. 

q, Th~ raois~ach aske( \lil.ther tL._I'e \/\'35 not 1 udng r tha L: a 

po r. t) ne n I _ I t 0 f ':) n e 1 _ c tiC' n \\ 0 U 1 d 9 ire the 1 0 y a 1 j. c; t c;f P 01 i t i r: i Cl I 5 

a!l. oppori..l; ~1 ty toe la im t . ~'~ thA llri ti sh ,'c:re negotia ti r.g 
f'~.;-<., 

w:" t h the I li.? iJ.. £ . r: - 1 1 0 fl;,J t, i ffI e vas 9 I ,.., cl -L 1 y 'n () cl e d t n t : . e ! 0 J. t h 

T h () 1 r 0 -':; _~) . ~ n t s ne e rl e d t i u e t (. a d jus t "L h e i r r 0 S . 'l, ins t 0 an. 

1 t .. _1. e; the Provisiul.CJls 
k, 

need d til1C. I f we \ reI e e ,'e r to get (3V'(1' f-"'om tl'\ 12' 5 of 

Cl vlrlenc e . n the J Torth it vias ess'e tj cJ1 J.hat 'he Pro, risio' cJls 

J;o u 1 d go r :) 1 i .. i ca 1. I fJ his 'I i e ,v l i e ') r J r rt i' n he 1 d .' i t -10 ut 

the ,Jo rti c i r,( ti on r f Provi si ana J. re pr(.:'l ~,'?r I ta ti ve 5 v'ould be 

d oOJOed to fail . Th= f1iddle g"'o, d uni o. d. st> - the Fa ul k ler 
cr;( 

dnd ,\l l:i.afice partic c - also r eenec.i tir Je. Time v' s r ..;e3 SJ 

. l pa rt 1 e 5 a-=S---a-t P') s . ti. on s 

could be soften_d - ut lerwise t1.e Convention 'ould be a 

~<J~_ ~ _ ga rd en . T 1 e I., in i s t _ r for Po s t san cl T e 1 e 9 r {J ph s e qui r (:, cl 

\"1 het L e r t} l L m" cl d 1. t; q r u 'J n d u. ~ 0 i st.>" ' ',I ere pr e p () red c 9 ;) a 1 0 r 9 

w i "t-. h t his :' J ea 0 f po S t po n i j e 1 e c t ion s • I n rEI r 1 y t h\;;. 'i) LP 

de] e 9 at ion i n die' t 8 d -;', h t l:X .. F a u 1 k , e -- h' del L C -1 C~ r CJ d e 

re'prese ltJ -,iens to this ef.!:ect to ;/r: . l{ees . The r lliance 

~ t y Vi 0 U l' a 1 sob -. a 9 r~: e a b 1 e tot his c 0 U r 5 e 0 f Cl et ion · 

The TcJoj c:c:ach re quired v'hot 

nf pas l;)Onel!Je 

~ ... 
.j • • lees () cti on to thi s SUOr lL ( 

..; J 

'lJLP dele(]d lion ' .1. 

on 
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C OU£ St.! 
c ti on. Thn T. 

th ~ t he seemed to be quite w< rm 

to·v·ards the idea. The 'ini~. tc:r for P sts and Tc eg a phs 
-~-

said tna t he a J s ·;med 11 ":-:;., s t• greed th- t ny 1 ~'.>''.-~ by the 

1 ul.Ly agreed \·Jith this. T 1cy stress~ 1 , no Je·re--, t,1at th-:. 

effect of anotr er nolitica1 .c<y' lure i :'orthc,Ln I1. .land 'OU cl 
.... 

be d i sa s t., . r- o u ~ • ·r he T a o i s I..:; a c l c or 1m e I ·t (:; d t n 0 t · h ~- s v . .r d s ~ 

· ery v io }')Oint I' 

I 'D · The Tanc:Jj ste en 1uired uhat the:. effect r f putting the elections 

back to ~eptember \VOU.ld have r)n tl1G icje~ of f 0'-NC:r SJ1aring.
1 

Vt-
lei be a mistake to lump al1 t!1e 

loyalists together. Tl e:r~ \ra<- an obvj ous rnove on the art 

f V ~ ::.l • 1 Of-F· · l U · · t 1 1 · i1 } i ad o .Janguarr .. CO'Jarr s T.t c · .:lCJ.o. ;-n.Onls--s J r.C'.FJS 1e 

alreaoy stressed, this reou ·.res tirnc to mature. ~:r. i:> l1on 

v1ent on to stress that it v:oulcl be a 1.1istake to overlook 

the~ fact th· t the rninori tv in ,Jorth. ---n I.Lel<:Jnci }Jac also s.tro: c 
..... • ~\.-i.- j f, :A,. ~c j -".A,t./~v ~-1-1· P·z.-r-7 . --

ex p e c t a t i on s . 1 hey had f ot.t: .- ... - ... - . ~ -: ~ c: for f l f t y 

years ancl the Pr,.. ri~ional.S 1ad co.1struct(:.r' thcJ c-·mr aign of 

violence on the be sis of th •t friJstr,::tit)n and h-Jci sho . .:n tha,t 
~(i~ V1~ ~ o..ZA .. 1 c,.e, 

they vere on a position to ~ any scttlerr1ent • l f:·1y :t-r.+Al J.l2e 

in the ap~;roCJch to the two communi}ies in ~orthC''"'r Ireland 
t 1..-.e 

would b~ a mistake . f eferring to,.) p .9 1eter:-- for the 

C 9 n v e n t i ·:1 n , power s h r i n g ·J n d t n e I r i s r d j m 9 n s i on , .. ~r . f :.a 11 on 
~ 

his p-:..rty \/Oulo insist that ther ;J ·Nould bo no d e:"J;.1r ture 

from ,)Q'Jer sharing in the c~ n'e of r emb rsn.' ) o,.. the ~:xccu Live 

o~ the part of elected representatives of tnc minority . 

~l~h d I . , . . " d ey woul also ir sist on an r1sn o~unenslon, as c:Xj)resss 

in pra ctic- 1 terrnc "~ t he que ... ) ti on \i ·ou ld bG o sl' 0d } ow this 

could b2 sold to the loy list. Lis r~~ew V''"' s tl at if it 

c o u 1 d be d ern on s i.. r a ted to t t c rn t h t ·i t would h · v e a p 1' t: c t :i. c · J 

'.''''-M_,,_, _ _ ____ _ 

_ 7 -

:t;..l;4-s C 0 U .r se c J • 
Z.lr .... R . 

tiJt he seemed 

to'v rds the idea. The ... ni .. tcr for P sts and Te eg aphs 
- ~-

sa id tha the ass 'Jmed 1:; c; CJ greed tho t a ny m f 'I ' . by th E-~ 

Du b1i n Go' rnmGl t 11 U (. t :>e s"Lri etI y' sec l' • t. Tl le - )LP de lcgati en 

1 ul1y agreed "Ji th this. They stressed, ho've're.l.."', tll- t tlj';, 

effect of anot} or political r 1i lure i ~lorthC'rn l.e lalcl -'ouI d 

bed i sas t , . r 0 us . The Ta 0 i S 0 a C c 01 rn e I (t e ( t hat t h .]. s \ ·ld S --: 

. ery v lid point ~ 

I 'D, The T~naiste enluired ~/1at thE. ffeet of putting the elect'ons 

ba c k t 0 ~ e p t e In be r wo u 1 d ha v (~ 0 n tie i (, ea 0 f f 0'" Jr , r s ha r in 9 .1 
ifc-

I r . /ia lJon said thcJt " \'J 1 -! be a . i s t c.J It E t 0 1 um p Cl 11 t 11 e 

ova li st s togeth·:::r. . here \,Ia I"' an obv" au s move on the -a l't 

of II a r 9 u a --" t 0\ ! a rd 5 t [e 0 f fie i 0 1. Un i. 0 n i s t 5 \ . i.1 r:'. Iq she : a d 

already st:cessed , this reoui.res timf~ to mc- ture. .r . i, ~a 11 0 11 

vvent on to stress th") .: it \·/ould be a Llistdke S) overloo;: 

the f a e t t h ' t the rn i nor i t fin 1 10 r t h . r n I .(' e 1 a H.J } a l cl 1 s () L~' r 0 r c 
$.<..N Jf' .II f~ f/l.~f,t.//fV 0..,1- ,. P-r- 7 J 

(:) X r e c tat ion s . The yha d f ~tr~ ..:..:- c - .; , :. . -.. ' .:.." .~ for f i f t y 

years anc1 the Pro ri~i()nal.s 1ad co. structe:.d the: c mpaign of 

v iolence' n the bdSis of thd t fr strc: tion and h -J ei sho,in tha.t 
~-uk Vt-"""'- <h o.)(~~"'1 c..e .. 

they 'vvere on a position to ~ a ny set tlernent • I r.-IY :t-r.-l:1.}.l.!.J~e 

in the ap oro()ch to tilt: t\.'o communities in liol'the:-) Irelana 
tl~ 

,"vo lid be Cl mi sta ke . H'ef erri l!g t o,JpQJ:G'; Gter:-; f or the 

Cr>n re nti on , power shari ng -)nd the 11"1. SI dj fTl9r1 sion , ,/IT . L·.a lion 
~ 

hi 5 P rty would in si st tha t ~. her':! Noulcl b~ no de :),- r ture 

f rom .) o'f,Jer s' ari .0 in the s l1~ e of rn mbersn ' ) Of the ExceL. Live 
-/ 

on the part of elected representatives of th_ linori ty . 

They Vv' 0 U 1 d a 1 so i 1 .. ) i s t on Cl n I r ish dim e n si en , " () seX p res sed 

in pra ctic - 1 terl11 C ''.c, t he que sti on Vv'ou d be? ~J cd 1 O'vV thi s 

could be sold to the loyclist . lis !reev'J w ""s t lat if it 

col d be cl en 0 n s t t e cl tot C lTl t h t . t \-v 0 U cl h ' ve a pr t: et i Cb J 
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• • be !l c fit s f or t r e: n ~ , 1 v e s , L h J t · , . t: ,r w o u J d be ! ... G 1 a ,J... e d t o c. r: c r ) t 

i . ' \ s ~ ex a rn, >J. e , e me i 1 ., j on c d t 1c. t it \•V o u 1 d be r e t i v e l y 

easy to s~ll an I '"'ish imen·~iun tn tll· agrj c ur 1 conTn i ty 

in the . Jorth at tLc prE. se1 t time. 1 •• r. r:.a 1 Jon t 1c. t at the 
(- J,.., s j) (_ p l'lc. 0.._,/1~ 

pre 1 i ou c; tv.;o rne eti ngs vi tl mernbe rs of the C:l v ernment, t whdt J(; r e 
/ 

the Govern:nentt .::J "'ll ns for tL situ .tion in vvhich th(~re was 

a d ·-= o c: l o c k i n thE? Con 1 e n t i on . it the l:1st meet ing, thC:;y h2d 
~~evv-A", ~ ~Vtrt...-

got SJ.;ck in a csec?-r:t.~s .. og { nd had not got L r ic ~as on this 

rna ttc:t .. l/P would 11o~k' likE to g t the views of trJ Govern,,.c;nt 

in this respectc The .l!inister for Local Go,,e::rnment ex,·)xes~ed 

a s i f the 1 oy a l i s t s t r · kG h d d r e ' -, r t a k e n p J. a c e . Sure 1 .' \. ;o 

were not so naivG s to thin: tl c .. t a se ttlc'r::en t c _,uld oe based 

I solely on vJha t th(~ r inor:i.ty v- ouJ.cJ accept . He Vc s very doubtful 

of the 1alue of peace 1ith •,eople .vi o seem to have 
0

}f.con"'cience 

whatsoe·1er. ,,·as tl Pre not c1 danger that ve h 10 Jld :~fe . ,1t 

o u ""s e __ v e s i n a , ) o s :· t i on t h t \·V o u . d i ncr e s e · e pol i t i c a 1 

credjt of the IrovisionaJs? ~r . I umc intervened to stress 

that the oDLP ad been Loll:ing aool.t a situatio in 'Nhich 

The L:inisLc: r f()J. Local l overnmcr t \'.'<js .vorried abou · th<J const:?~·:u--·nccs 

i£ the Protestants feared th.'.s peace \.rould continue only ot 

the prj c e of the ·3 r it i s h CJ i vi r g o. o u n d on n2 t t e r. s t !1 · y r ~..- g a L"' d e r 

~ ok c..~·~~ -'{, s ........ 
a s n on- n e got i a b J e , f or c x a m p l e , g i 'i n ~ t h c ~ _ -~ ~ ;.) \ r.:.. -: :. ,.. ~l of 

lhf) 
i n ten ~ 1,; ..:.. s Jug n t b l/f 1)r ov i s i on a s . f- e a 1 so put the q u t:. ~l t i on 

c~\. 
as to wh::ther the Briti~h 'vvould not go abrupt y)ds it suited 

tlj,er.1 JJJ thor thc:.:n V'i tl d.Cu'.Y c ccording to a ti :1 1e table that 

s 1i te' Irish men. 

/ J J·J1r • . JJiall.on said that wl :rt the SDLP V'anted tl.e Provisionals 

to do \V::JS to st nc for e_ cction wl""•-:\re the SULP would be able 

to meat thern soundl/. The 'ir ister for Locol Government 

com Jented th,,t, for that 1ery rsason, th(:; .J_covisi.Jna s would 

b c s o "' t 0 s t a 11 c1 f or e 1 e c t i on . llr • D .. v 1 i n r- t r e s sed t t at the 
/._o.,vcA C:.O"\JZ 'v t- .S...Vt;p~~~--1 

d~~~~·~..~-~ ... ~--;/ f·YC the Prov· cion::~l J consisted Jarg2ly of t1 e 

be. (~ . it s 1 ves t thcJt l..l:. Y ·vou. d be ! "era ed to (cc ~ t 

i. c n exam[ 1 , r e me l., i. () .(~a the. t .' t \N • 11d be r · ti e ly 

e( sy to ~~11 an I "'isl dir en~ion L.. tll'. agIjc 1 ural c nlm r ivy 

in the :Jorth at tl C? pr .se /lt time. U.r . I:.alJ en t lcJt t th e 
(-/ e. Si) LP //1,.,.~, Q ~ 

r)re/iou<; tvo meetings witl rneInbGr._. of the C; ve.cnment, ,whcJt vv~re 
/ 

the Gave nlnent ' S YJ.l c ns for tl 

a d' adlock in thE! Con/ention . 

situ tion in which there was 

it the la .... t me ting , they hGd 
o-~ 

got 1]Jck in a " .- ..... _~·c .log nd had not got it r i 1 :?c S on th';' s 

mattG.l' lie would lOt1-] likE tr) g . t the vie"vs OF tlJ - Governl l.Gnt 

i this respect . The Niinicter for Local Go !ernment. ex ') essed 
- J 

his COflcern tnat the di~jcUC; ion was p 'oceedi.lg .~_+-!,.---±~':~:'\;,!.!c:~_ 

as if the loyalist ctr ' ke had re ~ r t J ken ploce . Surely we 

were not so naive S to thir : tl at a se ttle ,ent c C.luld be bas d 

I 
so J e 1 y 0 n v·/ha t t h (? r i Q r:i. t y \1."10 U 1 cl Cl c c e pt . He v s very Qubtful 

of the va lue of :Jeace with Il(:ople I'll () ~eem to .1ave oil!. con<,c ." ence 

\i v' 11 a t SO". \f er . I: ') S t 1 (~r e lot c~ d a n 9 e l' t h D t \"8 \ J 0 J 1 c' ~fe I .J t 

o U "'s e 1 v e sin Cl 0 s'l t ion t r t \ 0 u din ere a se - e po 1 i tic a 1 

cred ',t of the I rovisionaJ 5? llr . Lum r

• int rV E.'rJE'C1 to st.rcss 

that the DLP c d been tall:.l.ng auo ... t Cl situation in whic' 

itS the Protest(J·nts feared th.' s [)eDCe V/QuId continue only at 

t 11 e . r ice of t he 13 r . t ish 9 i v i I 9 0 0 U n d 011 j. 2. t t ~ r. 5 t ~ 1 • Y r,"" 9 a 1. ... '-. e d 
:;; O'~ (. & '1/ .:>~ /!-, ~"" 

dS non-negoti b e , for _xample , Ji ;.'n£ the ~ ~ ~J ~ ~~~n of 
lh~ 

i ntent \:' SJught by/f f.rovisionals . ~e also Jut thl: question 
c~\. 

as to whether the Briti } v.:auld not go a bru!_,t.l Y,.JcJ 5 i t suited 

t !jJ em ]"a ther thcJ Ni tl dl.'o''V Lee ordi ng to a ti :lle t, ale t} c t 

-s . te r Iri sh rn~n . 
"--' 

1/ J'11' • . N~allon said that vI at the SlJLP \.-Ia r t ed the Provisio als 

t o ( 0 VJ a s t o s t a J"K for _ e et ion \" I r=~ I E. the SU L 1-' wo U 1 <.J b <:: a b 1 e 

t o mea t t hero so Jnd l / . The J' /~i ni et r for Locol GovE;rnrne nt 

c ommented thclt , for that Isry rEason , the ProvisiJna s wou l d 

bel 0 \IV t fJ S t r) r cl for e 1. e c t ion . flr . !) e v 1 ins t l' e 5 sed t La t the 
lJh'cA ('O";J2 v er Wi; P ) ... -1 

-r- s---r.; i 1';' &e / f ", c the ) l' 0 V j . .J ion =) ~ con s i s t e cl (J r Q 21 Y 0 f tIc 
;-
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. el a ti res of the pris o n l OpulcJti on. If dete tion co tld be 
~ 

phCJscd ort, ch f the hard c s p; ort \'Ould eisa nf e r . 

In rel a tion to th t ··.mir <J of (.; ections , th e DLP vvere s yi 19 

tt a t if tr e '. e re f os t p one 
' 

ere vas possibility , and 

no more than () poss:ibiJity , tha t the vJhole thing could oe 

worked out riaht. On the other hand , if the Convention f·iled 
v ,·&~~~~ 

rest orted, the violence from the loyalist 

s:L e could boon u muc1 bigger vC. o thdn ha been seen h::retofo:..e . 

·~Jha t th r.:~y ·.-ia rYt .... d : o vvor < tow a. d s ·., s an I:x e cuti ve that could 

b C? c, e e 1 to r u · 1 o t h e:· r I r e 1 n d \ : · t h c on s e 1 t , a n r 1 
\.' .i. t l1 cut 

the r;, ·d for the British r .l~:rrny at its ba c !-:: . 

I?- · 1 ~ e f e r.:. n 9 to · h t.: l a s t 1 u e s t i ;J n put b / t• . .ru: • ! .J 11 on , t l e T a o i s c d c l 

s :.lid tl c t / \b , .. ,= J. e to eli sc lose c1 fa ll-b~ c k :wsi ti .:>n j_ t might 

\ ve 11 1 o rf ) :1. t s "J l '...l e a n l c on s t i l, u t e, a n i n vi t L'_ u r t o the 

, ...(! 

~ h 1: t ' 1 .. ~:_ ~ i : did n o t ' i sua 1 i s c · h a t d ny c: u c. . fa J. J - ~ c r: , : 
~ 

P Q ~ ... -~- •. i ' )! :"' ~ ' J' . : ~. h 2 J. ~ r . :- ' I C, 1 :""; 
1

, ; ) 1_ :. C = ·. r • • • h a t t h e Y V rJ Jl t e d) t 0 

kno•v privatt.l.y 'Nhat the Go rern· dt ' s pl Jns and intc~nti:Jns 

were , so that ~11 O· rties could co-ordinatL their.~ositions 
(" 

for this event ua li ty . 1/r . !.la llon _-: tressed that he . had not 

been referring to th~ so called "doornsr)ay " si tuotiJn bu t 

r a t 1 e r to the . ) a 1 i t i c a 1 situ a t i on w hi c h c o u 1 d ens u j e , f o 11 O'Ni ·1 a 

a de:,.. d 1 ock in the Co--1venti on . The Ta oi sea ch corn 1ente,.. tho t 

tLe position had cha. ged g. e, tly since the last me ... ti.ng vith 

the SDLP . He also stressed that the Governr. ent had made i t 

clear to the Bri.tish th ·lt )Ower sharing and ·· :--.e Irish oimension 

wer_ non-negotiable . 

• _ elatives of the pricon f opu at· on. If dct(~I tio co lld be 
~ 

pha sed 0 J' rnuc 11 of the ha rd ~ ~,UP! o~ t \ oul i sa 0 ;) -, r . 

I n re 1 a t ion tot he: ., m i r Cl f c Get ion s , the . LP .le r e j( y i rig 

that if tll.se '/,Jer ostponed, 'here 'fa s possibility, and 

no more than a possibiJity, that the VI! ole thing could be 

"01"] ed out riolt. On the other hand, if the Conver tion failed 
t/ / '!}~~~?. 

3nc' . ; 1 restal ted, the violence from th loyalist 

side could be on a much bigger seal th<1!l ha 1 been seen h'.)retofo.Le . 

'\'Jhat t JOY '/0nt d to \NO ~ ( to\.vards '~l' S -3n t:xec rtivf=l that could 

b C"\ eel tor u . , 10 t 1 €" Ire 1 n ( \ : ;, the 0 n 5 e It , a ( V\' it} lO U t 

I ?- ' : \ e fer r i n J l: 0 t I _ J Cl s t tH: s t ion put by; ,',1 . ..£3 11 0 n , t r eTa i c i... del 

- f -.1 - b' c l' ) 0 sit i . n j. t. m i 0 h t 
:.J 

ve 1 1 o/; s '. t 5 ".3 1 ' J ~ a I : cl con 5 tic u t ~ ani n v it Cl C '_ C' r tot he 

P cj.cio. I -, 

~,~: ... ) '. en 1 'ha L 

.-<' 

£v.P-"') 

c,h2Y 'N ntec},/ to 

k n 0 v I) r i v A t t! 1. Y 'IV hat the Go' (; r 1l i~l C. n t ' s pI) n s ~ I din t '? n t i ~ n s 

wore , so th~t 11 0crties could co-ordinate their' ~)si~ions 
( 

f er t.his e.v:ntua i Ly . ilr . l'/allon ~v Lressed thot he h, rJ not 

been .L"eferring to th e so called "dooms( ay " situ<.Jti:)n but 

r'" the r tot he) 01 i tic a 1 sit u a t i ') n v/hi c h c 0 u 1 den s J I(~ , f 0 1 10'. 'i '1 g 

tlle position h<Jd cl CJ! ged g.~e( tly f-ince the last m(?et~.ng \Nith 

the S LP . He", 1 so s'L-re ssed tl t t he GO\! ern .. 9n t r ad r tade i t 

c 1 e Cl r tot h e ~ r i. t ish t .") t ) 0'..J er S 1" r i n 9 and . ~ :1 e I r:i. :. h \ j men 5 i Cl n 

wer_ non-negotiable . 
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• " rrhese r ran1eters had been a cepted at the Taoiseach 18 l1188tinq \Vi.th the Britis: 

Prin1e Ministe in SepLe1nber and again conJj-"med at the 1neetin~r i. 1 Novemb~r. 

~;_v 

·J 3 . 1'he lv'linistei for Just:ic~ that he took it it was accepted tlY t nobody wished to 

spell out the exact ch racter of the Irish di1r1ensi.on at lhe p ·esent time. M Y • 
.1. , 

ETume agreed that this was the case. The Minister for ,Justice ask .. d wh 'her 

the present was not the tirr1e to initiate contacts on 1natters of joint North-South 

interest with British n1inisters;? -'y thts rnean0 a certain mo1nenturn for thi.s 

practical co-operation could be built up. The SDLI") wE.re fully in agrecn1ent 

vvith this view. 

Jcr.. Mr . Fitt expressed his firrn conviction that it \vas the Provisionals wbo had 
~ 

vvrecked the power-sharing ExecuLiv.....,e in t11e North . The last eleeti.ons to the 

Assembly and the February elections to Westn1inster had been held in an atn1os
b r;, ·?..rz-· ,., :z.,. 

phere of violence, in which it had been possible for;Jcharacters to be elected 0~1 

the loyalist si.de . A. measured British response to the ceas ef're v1ooud kill the 

Provisional case and bear out what the SDLP had been saying· for a long tirn.e i.e. 

that if violence ceased, British i\.r1ny harassn1ent, detention and the other suffe~ -
,«-' 

ing·s of the Catholic population would also cease . . As regards sug· estions t~at 

the Convention elections should be postponed, Mr. Fitt felt that various parties i:1.. 

the North would be pu;.hing thi.s idea and that, to be accepted by the British, it 

mig·ht simply requi.re the little extra push that could be gtven_by the support of t~1e 

Governm.ent here . 

I<:' · Mr . McGrady said that there were two things needed to fill the vacuum in the Nor·::l 
The first vJas institutional govern.rnent which had already been discussed. The 

other matter was security . He asked how far the Government had g·one aloD t'J.e 

line to enacting the proposed legislation on common law enforcement . The 

Mini~ter for Justice :replied that the legislation had been introduced into the D8 .. il. 

Hov1ever, it had alwa.ys been understood that the legislation \AJOuld be promotea 

in parallel with the c..:orrespondin'"J Br"tish legislation. The British legislat' on 

had not yet been published . We v1ould hold the further promotion of our legis

lation until the British rnoved . 

ib · 'l'he Minister for Posts and Telegraphs expressed the view that it vvas prim8.ril-,; 

in the area of SDLP/loyalist contacts that the ground work for an acceptable Iri~h 
dimension must be laid . . ]\l[r,. Fitt agreed but stressed that the SD!...~P had to 

b.--A· () G-~ 
look not only to the f ons to their ptraditior al support at their back. The cl~d· 

not ask the Governn1ent in D Lbli.n to push the Irish dimen ion :Out on the other ,1an'1 

they would not vJish the Governn1ent to appear to be going too soft on it and to be 
c-vvU.. ~ f' ~ , 

ready to drop it as a -- .... - for LoyaliPt acceptan e of povJ e ·-sharing. 

-iD 

• • rrhcse r ral )eters had been accep' ed at the Taoibea 1'1 IS Ineet.ing \\li.th the Briti .... l 

Pril'le Mi,ni'..Jter if. Septernber and again con i· 'med at the r11eeti 1 ' in November. 

~-{ 

'J3. T'he MInister for Justic~ that he 'Look it it \,vas accepted th t noLouy wiched to 

spe lout the exaet character of t1 e Irish dilnension at Lht! present t.ilne. Mr. 

I-Tume agreed that this was the case. The Minister for Justice asked \'vhe'her 

the present vvas not the tirr1e to initiate contacts on matcers of jOint North-South 

interest with British n1i.niste .. s j -,y this lnean0 a certain mornentum for thi.s 

practir:al co operation could 1 e . uilt up. 

VJith this view. 

The SDLP were fully in agreenlent 

Jl.j.... Mr. Fitt expressed his firrn conviction that it \Vas the Provisionals wllo had 
,,-

vJrecked the power->.Jharing' ~xecuLiv,-e in t1 e North . T e last elections to the 

Assembly and the February elections to Westn1inster had been held in an atnl0S
b 1<' (Nol;' " :2, ... 

phere of violence , in which it had been possible fo-:;/characters to be elected 0~1 

the loyali~t side . A measured Blitish response to the ceas ei"re v/ooud kill f1e 

ProvisionaJ case and bear out what the SDLP had been saying for a long tirne i . c. 

that if violence ceased, British .ii.rlny haraSsD1ent, detenti.on and the other suire3.. -.... 
in9s of the Catholic populati.on would also cease . . As regards sug· 'estion~ t}' a.t. 

the Convention elections should be postponed, Mr . Fitt felt that various partie~:) i.n 

the North would be pushing this idea and that, to be accepted by the British, it 

mig'ht s imply requi,re the little extra push that could be gi.ven ,by the support of [1..., 

Government here . 

1<;· Mr . McGrady said that there v/ere two things needed to fill the vacuum in t.he er ~ 

The fi rst was insti tutional governrnent wbich had already been discussed . The 

other matter was secu. ity . He asked how far the Government had g·one alon th.e 

lin2 to enacting the proposed legi.slation on common law enforcement . The 

Minister for Justice replied that the legi.slation had been intr oduced into the Dqil . 

Hovlever, i t had alWayS been understood that the legislation \J\lould be promoted 

in parallel with the c:orrespoadin] Er ·tish le i.slation . The British legislaf on 

had not yet been publi shed. We VJould hold the further promotion of our le 1S

lation unti.l the Bri tish rnoved . 

ib ' 'The Minister for Posts and Tele raphs expressed the view that i t VJas primal'il·l 

i.n the area of SDLF! lOyalist contacts that the ground work for an acceptable Iri~:1 
dimension must be laid .. A/[ ," Fitt agl eed but stressed that the SDLP had to 

b-vvt' c- n:.Y 

look not only to the f on~ to t.heir ,ttraditiol al support at thei r back. The (;d 

not ask the Governn18nt in D lblin to push the Irish di.mension Dut on the other han -

they would not VJish the Governn1ent to appe r to be going too oft on i t and to ue 
C""VtAA-Vt ~~ _) ~ I • 

ready to drop it al-) a -- .' for LoyalL t acceptan e of pow e '-sha "Ulg'. 



-It-

r ~ SJ)LP VJOUld also like the GoveJ:nrne1t to push the BriL1s .1 0 open in forn1al 

discucsions wi.th the vari.ous parti.es in the North in advance of ths Convert ' on 

elections. JVIr. 1\/IalJ on sai c1 ihat U ere vvere things beiLSJ done here that could 

be h'LSjhli.ghted even by way of nevvs iten1:·, as indi. ~ating the potenti.a.l bensfits of 

an Iri.sh din1ension. E.xamples v;er:e the work o'f the Mi.nistel' for F'orei9n 

Affairs in securing· an EJi2C Regional F'und, that would apply t8 all of Ireland. 

Another exarnple was the money to ac ue to farmers in th" South, on foot Jf the 

proposed EEC hill subsidy. The Mini.ster for P8sts and Telegr~aphs referred to 

diffieulti.es being· experienced by the c;overn1nent 'Nith the rnedia . He expr ..... ssed 

the vi~--\V that the SDLP v; .... re in a better position to highlight points of the kind 

which 1 ad been referred to by Mr . Mallon. 

.- /, -

... ' SDLP \vould c Iso 'like the Govern.TIC: 1t to pus} the Brills 1 to open ir~ for al 

discussions with the vari.ous parttes in tht:; I\Tortll in advance of the COnVGllt ' on 

elections. JvI.c. lVIallon Pai 1 that tJ e1.'e were ihin~ s b ..inq ione here that could 

be 1 ighlighted even by Way of ne\vs iteLns, as indi ati 19 the potenti.al benefits OJ. 

an 11'1.811 din1ension. Exan1pll:.!s VJer8 the work of the M i.rristel' for F'orei.qn 

P.l.ffairs in securillg an EB-'C Regional Fund, that VJould apply to all of Ireland. 

Another exarnple 'Nap the money to acrue to farlners in the South, on foot Jf the 

proposed EEC hi.ll subsidy. 1'he Mini.ster for Posts and TeL .. gTaphs referred to 

difficulti.es being' experienced by the C~overnlnent Nith the Inedia . He e./"pressed 

the V1.E\liJ that the S])LP VJere in a better position to hi.ghlLght pOints of the kind 

whi ch 1. ad been reJerred to by Mr . Mallon. 

,~ 
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