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SECRfi"I: 

2oDecember, 1974 

De r Ward 

& ~ ,~~ ~ f::if j£ '!tr ~ .,,-< -
')dU-(, ~ 

~ ~ jU.4!)<. C. """ auJ- rtJ J 
A~O~~ 

~~l>Pr'r)J~"" 
to ~ ).A" ~~ ~ d-vt 
~ ~ ~ r.::1:;........t ~ ,.....,..t ~ 

oUl. ~/I ~ v-..cA. ~ M~ 
~ ~~Ao(tV. H~ ~ ~ ~~, .-l 

~~ ~~ C+-vl 
I enclose d copy of a document ivento-fhe Minister for ~~/'~ 
Foreign ffairs by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State -
at a meeting in London yesterday. 

A note bout the meeting is being prepared and will be sent 
to you as soon as possible. No doubt we will then wish to 
consider the form of response which should be made to the 
British authorities. 

Yours sincerely 

Sedn Oonlon 
Assistant ecretary 

Mr . • ard 
Secretary. 
Department of Justice 

c.c. r. O. Nally 
ssistant Secret ry 

Department of the Taoiseach 

-----~~~~--------------------------~--~-----------------------
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THE BORDER SI'ruATION 
....... ~--- • -p;-

Dr. Pi tzgerald said to Mr. Reec that he 1'TOuld i~"elccme strong 

action to deal with the security problems in the Crossmaglen 

area. The object of this memorandUl:'t is to describe the curl~ent 

sttuation in the Crossmaglen and border area.s and to make 

proposals for joiTf~.taction by the Irish and Br.i.tish Ci-overm~lents . 

It has been ~leaI' for some time now that the l~vel of IRA 

violence near the border has been increasing signi:t"i-:::antly .. 

The figures attached at Annex A 3110\1 as a e~ample that 

durj.ng thH pus J
" Elix weaks (J- November--18 December) there bC:'.E:l 

beer! an oVf'!rall increase of over 100 per (:cut over the nU.l'.ICCl' 

of incidcrrt£l occurring during the compal'able poriod si:r.: 

months ago. In ac.di. tion the proportion of j:RA p.eti vi ty 

occurring nea.r th~ border has increased rela.tive to the levc.l 

of violence -::ls9'Vlhere i 1. 'the Province (h,~.rin5 the last si~ 

months. Thic too is shown in Annex A. 'I'he use of the corr:-~ 

parison over six months has not been speoially selected to 

produce atypical figures . Irhe samH comparison would be clear 

if other periods had been taken. 

li'·p.rther facts B.re ShO"h-Ll in Annez B where ~'!1e ira.iol" 5r~e.:Ld ent3 

occurring over the last six weeks are dRscribed in o~tline. 

dol':Lni te:'y us.:;·:!. the Re~)Ubli0 as a base ~C!' thE-d::>.' ope:.ra tion3 . 

Other illci.dents whers it is lJO '~ G8:rtaj il ~ha:(; action orj.gir.i.ated 

in the Ropublic have been omitted from this list. Anothe~ area 

/ 
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• 
of concern is the movement of explosives over the border. 

We have clear evidence that almost all the bomb incidents 

in the North B.re caused by explosives and detonators which 

originate in the South . Some facts to substantiate this 

are at Annex C. It has been suggested that explosives 

manufactured in the South may be sold to firms in the North 

and subsequently stolen and used in terrorist incidents. 

But t3xplo~Jives :Lmported in.to Northern IreJ_and must bear the 

northern Ireland colonr jiinJf.7 and the sale t distribution and 

use of explosives in the North is subject to close and detaile d 

police supervisiono It iS t therefore, clear that all the 

explosive ~hich is not coloured pink must have come from 

, outside Northern Ireland.. 

The general concl1.lsJ.on that emerges from these facts an d figure8 

is the. t a considerable amount of terrcr ist Bupplies and act i vi. ty 

oriein&.tes from the Rep'U.blic. Indeed j.t can be said t hat ovs r 

a sustained. period there is at least one incide!lt every t 'rlO 

d.ays uhich 13 clearly mounted from the other side of the border . 

It is a grea t handicap to the security forces in Northern Irel~nu 

that terrori5ts can escape across the border; that they can 

lay m-lne :J and fire a o!'oss t~li8 land f r ontier. 

R()~""" .; .... ~ao "" ~\..f..""'''':''' .J • • _ J.._ ...., 

produced mos~ valua~l~ liaison and exchange of il~orDation to 

the benefit of ·~oth sideo. The tech.Ylical panels "(Thich were s e't; 

up b~{ thE:- RUC and the Gardai aft€.i'" the Baldonnell ;neeting on 

18 Septen",ber are proving very useful . It would however be 

2 
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.. 

very helpful if we were able to consolidate t extend and 

quicken the progress that is being made through these channels. 

One of our recent security measures has been to reduce the 
f 

number of routes ,~htch are available to terrorists by blocking 

some of the unapproved roads. We have k~p~ the Republic 

authorities informed abou'c these measures including our 

proposals for road olosl~es along the border between south Armagh 

and Count;y 1out_1/:':':-~aghanw We are convinced that this is the 

only really effective method of inhibiting the movement of 

terrorists by Ullapproved roads ~cross the border and welcome 

your support. 

It wouJ.d also be of the greatest assistance in dealine ,vi th the 

ei tua tion if the approprlc:tc Irish authorities vTould arrange 

that 

(a) The ~arda and Irish army patrols 1fOuld concentrate 

on the unapproved roads in t.he CrossIDllc;len Cl.rea: 

and, vhere the roads have been blocked, inform ue, 

through police channels, if attempts to remove the 

blocks appear to have been ~ade . 

(b) Regular check points will be established., ~r{hellever 

possible t on the a}J ,roved. roads to conduct :3earches 

of traffic travelling i.ll both dil""ections ~ 

FolJ.m-ling the meeting at BaldonneJ., th~ ,Joint Committee on 

AdvC:TI ce Planni!lg has boen making er-coul'aging progress. This 

'vould be an ap~ropriate l0rum for an urgent examination of the 

o 
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problems of the Crossmaglen/Forkhill area. In particular 

in that context we nropose that the Panel should report soon - - -
on:-

(a) Cross bordor commun.ications bet,.;een the 

security forces at CrossmaBlen and the 

corresponding Garda/lrish army posts in the 

Republic. 

(b) Operational meetings at subdivisional. 

(Superintendant/Chief Inspector) level. 

These meetings could exchange information 

and intelligence quite freelYf the sole 

outcome of uhich could only lead to a better 

knm'lledge of who the terrorists are and hOvl 

they operate. This in turn could only 

e:'nhance our joint ability to hal"t the 

terrorists' activity. 

(c) Excha.nges of specialist information, 

particu.larly of forensic SCience, mainly a 

police responsibility, and bomb disposal, 

mainly an army problem. The latter is, of 

cou't'se, directed oolely towards saving life 

and the pr3vention of damage end it therefore 

meri ts speciaJ_ a t.ten tion. We \'loi.11d particu.larly 

. like this examination to concer.trate on the 

control of explosives and detonators. 

As you know the Crossmaglen area is one where the RUC a11d 

army ''lork closely together e In this connection ue should plan 

to make the necessary army advice by the participation of 

4 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland	

certain staff officers in the work of the group on the lines 

previously explained at Baldonnel .. 

We are most anxious that we should pursue these matters as 

urgently as possible. Without positive action by the security 

forces of both oides working closely together the situation L~ 

Crossmaglen and the border areas Ivill continue to be a cons t ant 

source of anxiety and challenge to both Governments. 

19 December 1974 
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