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('1 O,\T'i1I n -," T'T1I r L v J...J ,1 .~ 

P~R.sO:T.;'L ~ t~SSl - 0~ p~O : TS3 1T . HOI\T . TJ '\110LJ T)IlS'\ ~ 
~O ~1 LIA I crso] , 113 ~D 

Tha~k you for your p srson~l ~e sspge of 23 ~ay 
vrhich was delivered by your A"1b3.ssador psrsJnally . 
I do f~lly understsnd th~t you fil1d tte introduction 
of a Council 01 Irel 'J,nd by ~h_ ~.ses 8 dis2.~ ~;oi.ntmel1t , of 
earlier ]10pes aYJ.d intentions . Br i 2.n Faulkner l-;".d , 
I believe, givon you S018 adv.J. 1ce iyvJication of his 
plans , and I expect thnt Gerry ~itt rill ~ave ~ept 
you infor'Jed . They boU" he,d to take account of tIle 
actual si tuation in NJrt:r~'Jrn Irels.nd , r3f18ctin.g ':::<.S it 
does the f eal's and misC8nce~ti Jns 3.:-nong !TI2ny people in 
tl18 :-nEtjor i ty cOllTIuni ty ~bou t tr..e 1TT~101e C1nCO~)t of 2. 
Council J:L Ir81allu . 
too far ~~uld ~~ve been to p~stpone t~8 setting vp of 
a Council ~or nany yec~rs , and 170uld t"'ve pu t the i'Thole 
fabric of the exist i ng Northern Irela~d Constit~tion 
at risk . The _..JJr t hern IrelA.nd Executiv9 !:p,Ve achiev8d 
much in r eachi -0 '-' s res:r..el1 t ::,11d bJtt tt.:.e FnioniE:t,s c:J1d 
SDLP have sho'.!Tn llllCr pOli tical bravery . ·.'Je to') have 
we lcomed the co~prlnise proposals a~d your re~dy and eBrl~ 
accep t an ce of thell unS a great help b1th here and in 
Northern IreI 3.nd . I t old your Arrloassado r when he 
delivered your ~essage t~ t I ihoug~t you and your 

hi ""y.. ,r, ~ -• . -: ,"""" V"~ 
...... . '_ ~.l.",,- .... J J \. \....' .!.. • 

Your dgep concern about t~e stril~8 is LJlly sh"lrecl 
here . My talks vli th Brim F'3.ulkner , Gerry Fitt -:..nd 
Oli ver Napisr ? t Chequer s on Friday 1.lT8n t over the gr ound 
and concentrated on tLe i1 :'l8di'1.te nsyt steps . I a8r ee 
on t~e political d_~~8rs t J the continued existsl1ce 
of the Exe cutive wtich a r e posed by c~ntinuation of 
the str i l{e . The ,stri '<::e must bo brou: -~'.t to an end : 

(l O-T "ID f~'.i r,1T _ L ....., .... J . ,;,J ~ J. _I / bllt 
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but p direct and violent cOlfroYltation J et-"een t~e 
Army ; ,nd the strikers --r ould r :v8 I'rJfound noli tical 
e f f e c t s too . ~J e ar e 1, r 0 r king cl 0 s e ly PT i th th '? 

Nortrern Irel ':l,nd ':::';X2 eu + i ve to s2,fegu "' rd essen tial 
servic~s ~~d I ~ill keep you infJrned of the 
si tU.Qtion . 

I should als 0 s tres s th:. t tl1ere has been no 
consul ta tion or negJtia ti 'In T~.ri th ths 2rnecl g2ngs 
involved . The Secret~ry of state for Nortrern 
IrelB-nd tas :nade it explicitly clear t!:'lt th8re has 
been, ~nd can be, no question of ~egotiation on 
cell'::; ti tl~ tional or poli tiCCiJ. ~ ldt tars i th enyb;Cy 
seekiL~ to operate outside tre establisred consti-
tutional frame~ork . This was endJrsed in the 
cO::l'TIunique issL~ed from Chequers yes terday . 

The stri~e should not deter us fro~ getti~g on 
with t~8 Sunnin;dale settlement . The ae;reS":18:1t of 
the NJrthern Ireland ~xecl'tive on a. Council of 
Irelg,nd opens the way for furth9r vork on tte v~rious 
documents ~Thich ~!'ill be needed for Sunningdale 11 . 
A good dee l of prep' ra tory vTork is now c2.11ed _I)r and 

to draft the necessary documants . This should be 
done as soon as feasible , ~nd I have asked for arraD~e
ments to be ~~de for an e~rly meetin~ bet~een our 
officials an~ yours . 

vieanvrl'1ile , th?:.nk you again for your let ter. As 
I told your A1bassedor , He are in no dou~t of tte 
gravity of the situation facing 1S . 
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p ~R.sO~JAL : L~SSAC::Z F:lO I TH~ ~T . P0~J • P' rtOL'J 
TO ~1 LLA: I COSC1.'.1G T~ 

ThaD.k you 'fDr your Jsrsonnl n2ss2c,:)8 of 23 '!ey 

1Hhich ':'8,S delivered by your A'1b q.ss2.dor D9rsln3.1ly . 
I do fLlly understand th~t you fiD.d t~9 introduct~on 

of a Council of Irel:J,nd by -phases a dis2.T'l1')oint~gl1t of 
earli er "":OP8S a1.d i:ltentions. Srian k'Rlll'-<.:Der ~po" 

I believe, given you S018 adva1.ce il1dication Jf his 
plans , and I expe c t th '- t Gerry ~i t t 'Tri 11 ~8.V8 '(2;Jt 
you infor~ed . They bot~ had to take 2.ccount of the 

, ...,.. 

actual si tU8.tiJn in l.Jlrth~Jrn Irele..nd , refl :=. ctino Cl,S it 
dJes the fe ars and ~isc)nca)tiJns a~on8 ffi2ny ~?oDle i~ 

the 'TI9.jor i ty COrrl'11Uni ty '1bou t the V'~1ol8 c ',nc9'Jt of p. 

Council Jf Ireland . The ~r ice Jf~Jvt1.: too ~~st ~~d 
too far TIould have been to postpone t~e settin~ ~p of 
a Council ~or 'nany yee,rs , 2.nd ~TTould _ "VS :-,u t ~~"'s ~T'~o2? 

fe_bric of the exis ~in; Northern Ir2la1d Cons ti h.' tion 
at risk . The ... Torthern Irel '~l'1d ~x9cutiv8 ~R~ve ac~i.GV9(1 

l'1uch in reac~ir:g '1 ') reel1e:1 t?1.d bJtt the LnionL ts 9'10 
SDLP have .sho~~T:1 ''Y!uc'' ooli ttcal bravery . '.le to') 2':-:,'·s 

~elco~ed th~ co~p~~~ise sroposals ~1.d your r9~dy ?nd 

acceptance of the~ ~~s a great ~elp b~t~ here and in 
NJrthern Irel,'Jnd . I told your :r:188.ss q dor "'hen he 
delivered your ':12 Ssage L'l t I thou,?'rt you 2.nd ~10ur 

colleagues had shoryn staten2nsrip of a very hi~h or~8r . 

"=, ':) Vl'" 

.....", .... - -

Your d3ep concern aJout t~~ strike is fully sh~rej 
here . My talks u'i th Br i 'm Fr"ull<ner , erry ~~ ~ t :.:1.0. 
Oliver lJ2.D_' i3r ~7 ('1h~nuoY'S '"'n ~rl· d'.)\ 1uan t oV':lr +-'h.~ C~ Y'r""1jr' 

\",I \..; "'-'"1 v... ....)1.. c.. v ' .....; v..., _v.::, .... \.....I..A._ ...... 

and CJDCen tr3. ted on ~'12 i "'l ''l9d i"',te r 8yt S te ")s . I a;:-ra t= 
on tre ~oli~ic21 d~~~srs tJ tje cO'1~inved exist:~ce 
of the ~xecutiva ~~ich are posed by cl~tinuat~on of 

stri'{e . The s~ri'''e 'ilU ~ .. t be brou ·:-~t t·') en end : 
/but 
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but p direct and violent cODfroDtatton ~9t~een t~e 
Ar:1Y "nd the strikers -'ould r"ve j"r .ofou'1d noli tisal 
e ffe c ts too . ~:;e aY'e morkinG close ly pri th ths 
Nortrern Irel '"),nd EX2cu t ive to sc:fegu"rd essential 
servi~~s 1nd I will keep you inlJrned of the 
si tU1t:on . 

I should also stress th ~ t there has be8D no 
consultation or nsgoti2~ tiJn rTri th the ;:lrled Z0,ngs 
involved . The Secretary of State for Nort~8rn 
Ireland ~~s ~ade it explicitly cle~r t~ ~ t there ~as 
been , and caD be , no qvestion of '1ego tiation on 
consti tt'tional or poli tical 'latters T·'i th enybJdy 
seekin~ to operate outside tre 2stablis~ed consti
tut ional frane~ork . This ~as endJrsed in the 
co.nTIunique isst~ ed fro:n CheqU3rs yesterday . 

The stri~e should not deter us from getti~g on 
~i th t~e Sunnin~dale settle~ent . The ~gree~e~t of 
the Northern I rels.nd ~eCl' tive on a Council of 
Irel::v1d opens the '\vay for furth3r vork on tr.e v~.rious 
documents nhich mill be needec for Sunningd!1,le 11. 

A good deal of Drel) ra tory ~ork is now c2.11ed for and , . -
officiels fro~ here an~ Belfast should ~2e t ~ith yours 
to draft the necessary documents . This should be 
done as soon as feas i ble , 'l.nd I h::1,ve as 1ced for arr"l,n:s
men ts to be ~~de for an e"lrly ~eetin~ between our 
officials anc yours . 

Meanv!!lile , th:.nk you 3.ge,in for your let ter . As 
I told your AJbassqdor , we 0re in no doubt 0_ t~e 

gravity of the situation faCing 1'S . 

25 l:,1~y 1974: 
ccr iFID~fTIAL 
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