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" f C l' t r 'r () r N ( ... -I I, I' n 1 r ) 1 . .', (~ 
;;-':_~ .. ::::._ .. ":. _ __ ;... .. _'_' ;;,. ... .:._1 _." =_~ _::.. ' .. _ ~"'....:...! • ...::. 

by ,J ft?elinJ th.JL Lhc:o:; is V~ Ii' dt?(;jJ gloo;n on the Faulkn r iJn3.or!: ... 

side; arisinrJ out 0-[ their.' rec0nt heavy el.\~ctor2J. dc:f(::'Jt ;,nd lot.Jl 

ldck of any politic .... l Ore .misd l:io:!. Tn('I'c; ,/.1 ~, an extrr:::,-' 

reluctance on th~ir pi.rt to Pi( c~~ed with t.h~ r2tificr.JCiOf) of the 

it miles into ~he future. 

"-l' ,I'" :c- " ; '" (. -1-1 a t \. '" \ r \ .... J 'v' 1 d tI ',',:~ V 2 to], no k j, n 
,...J \.'1 ';.J ~ ~ .! .. 1 , ... ~ v J ~ ..I .... ) , '. ...., 

ottl'J.f direct.Lol1::> 11 c Their spj·:: I,!) were Jt the J O',',c'st P~)s~)J.ble eob 

to thf~ point whe;l'i,; the Sunningdclll) "9.'<.~!:rn8nt coul d bt~ rot'i fi\~d. 

The ne\'! B:ciU.sh Gov~rnm'?:;t' S Cl);llillitment to ~he l'.gl'0.ell,C?nt \'JllS 

2, In re~lr.rd i.O the SnLP , Mr . It('(~S si'J-ici that followjn~! id e
, vt. <,1i 

tvuw 
to BelfclsL t.he p!'eviol1~ dcJy hw.!:f h iI.i ~ l '2' t'l ,( in no duubt l,l, tI th 1/ 

'0' ·' r·-' \' y' I····· ,.'. rl1'-"," Wt...: .~ .. 1. I "J ,,~<. CUI.,J vI, LA . <;.h' 
, \, 
, " 

J • 1\'\ u ch 0 f t h 2 rn e e tin <::1 C E" n t r (cl 0 n how, 9 i v e n 1. h 0 cl b 0 v c: ~~ i L U cl t i () r. • 

Lh0 r~tific~tlon of Sunningrlalc might best be dcllipved. The 

as possibl,' "I"l"l a1.so m:.loe it ciedc lhJ'L W(2' 'vere in no '.'1'dY in eLf-it 

criLic.i.srn LeGIT! Faulknu.' 0;'1 tl L, score wild hdd fe] t it. r.'·~cv;s .. r·y tv 
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it go U!1,.H1S',V.2rcc in ord __ L not to \'!E..'Jk(;n his position still 

further. Not vithstc,nd:;.ng thL. WQ 'Iorc, of cours(~, prepcE'cd to do 

whdt we could to assist and the: I'''inisl',(~rt while [)ointing out that it 

might not necessarily be tJo:-:sible to ;cc~pt British suggestions) 

Cl s ked Mr. Ht? e s f 0 l~ his v,i e W son ""h" t: '.'L m i g h t do" Mr. Re e s sa id 

th<..lt continuing mOVC'r.l2nt in thp mdtL~rs of defining the st()tU5 of "t ;-I _ , 

cross border security dnd the ~rea being covered by the Law 

Enforcer.lent Commission If/as rI.J 1l!in~d . !\ clarification of the stutU5 

position WdS required und th~r~ was a general expectation in 

UnIonist circles that this WoS now overdue. It might best precede 

move s on d ny 0 t her from:. a nd cl "maj or imp,) et 11 s to t el11ent jjii,~ ht be 

followed up by a series of additional supporting statements. On 

cross-border securitYI the Minister for Foreign Affairs roint~d out 

that though there sccmcd to be broad Jgreement between Dublin and 

London that the co-op~rction position Wus reasonably satisfacLory, 

nevertheless we continued to be criticisea partiCUlarly by the 

Ull~,),!.i.sts for' our inactivity in Lhis are,..l. Mr. Rues s"id th.:.!L W'1.::lt 

was needed 'NuS a PH exe:rcis~ to cOl\vinc.:'2 Lhe Il1dn in Lhe 3Cr0QL in Ni 

o f the Dublin Go vernment ' s will to take! effectiv e action . He wouJd 

d,! t. cd 1 ed con siderat ion in the n0xt. few d :: y ~ ~l nd the n p .;J S c; on I.my 

suggestions which h e felt rni':;ht usefully be ~cted 011. 

tj • Mr . Re e sin qui red a b 0 ut t th.:' '.;: x pe c t e d t illl C t I) b.l. U 0 1 L he Le!','} 

l:.nforcement Commission ' s ~ctiviti(?s und che MinisLel SJirl LL c,L a 

report before mid-April was unlik2ly. Th~ \inister ~qdin Ieitc~aLca 

Ol'I' desire to ratify the Sunnin\jcble A]r0ClTI2nt , hop" ully.,. by cdstE r. 

r,h~ . R2e s agreed t hat time wa s no t on anyoll'2 ' S s ' ,j ) bl.l', d j n (., I " ·'1 V (> 
Wo '-j.. ... 

an y indication of t.he timetdble 11 <.-> envis:.lgcd . l-!i:, main objective 

at the moment was to steddy th~ Unionist b0~t . Br~tisll pressure on 

Faulkner would certainly be JPpJ.i~d to',':3::.-ds achi"v},f1g thJt end ono 

Mr . Rees seenled hopeful that t!l ~ desired i;nproV2Dlell'L \','ould IldVlo t~kl?!1 

place in Cl few weeks. Th t. ],U'n.L sLer for FCl'ci:jn I ffairs e;~prcssr.>:i 

conc<:':cn ubout tL~ po,~ibjliLy ef our doiJICj SOflletli:i.fllj IIOI;!, t. •. \j. (111 
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st ·:,lLl' \ to heIr Fnulkn, -, r ,_.nd tlh-'n fine: th ,t he continued to ruise 

Uw anL ro! t..In(~ l;kll~ .: unr(.·cl'.(ln<"lble Ul' 'impossible demands. He also said 

that the Gov2J'nment would have to give careful consideration to the 

timing of any statement on status and whether or not it should be 

PJrt of a series of moves all designed to help Faulkner. He 

suggested also thdt continuing British pressure on Faulkner might 

be necessary. Mr. flees said that it would be desirable to keep in 

close touch on these ma t Lers as there might t for instance t be some 

action Nhich he could take to complement or reinforce what we might 

be doing or contem~lating. He envisaged further inter-Governmental 

contact as sacn as the new British Government had had time to settl~ 

down thou~h he th()u~ht it be'S'i: to leave open for. the moment the le\fel 

at wbhll the next fI1eetin'=.J should take place. The timing of any 

meeting between the Prime Minister and the Taoiseach would in 

part.icula.!.' have to be vt~ry carefully considered though he fully 

accept~d the ir.1portance 0 f un early establishrnent of contact at t.lwt 

l,?\iel. 

~, Other matters discussed durin9 t.he meeting werc:-

- Eol:icing: Mr. Roes inquired :Jbout the progress \VI.? we!',: 

fTj.J):.i.n<) Oil sctlin~i up ,) i';.~lL:c .Juthori'\.y dlld Wd.::' tt;lJ L:: It 

legislation was being prep<lred. The British sid(! explaln"d 

t.he ir recent probll.'m wi'l.\. tl!l1 HUe arising out o( Lllr: 

Cdse Jnd os~ured us that no deJl h~d 

been done with the Hue to ccllm 'them down. They themsE'lv0s 

realis~d the~ had over-rcactpd - Desmund UOdl had had cl 

larg~ hond in whif.ipin~1 up their fE'elin iJ5 - and the British 

Police Federation hcld played a helpful role in restoring 

calm; 

- in\ernment: The Minister for Foreign Affairs raised the 

matter and Mr. Rees soid that they would be examining the 

operation of the NI Emergency Provisions Act. In t he present 
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situcJiioo. the Stc·.:,e 'NOU'lA hilve to ret'lin the right to act 

u9u,Lfl ~ L those ",h) uomb and kill, "ir. Frank Cooper gave it 

as his strong view that the ~inolity community were at 

presen:' 11:i.DCdpc bIe 0: tak.i.nJ wholes,Jle releJseSll i 

- the M i n i 5 t e r for f 0 L C i <:~ n 1\ f f u i '::- 5 r u is e d the in cid en -t in v 0 1 v i n 9 

British t.roops ~nd Gardcd. which took place in the Dundcllk-

Newry Road on ~ Warch clnd SQid that an apology would be needed 

from the British side , especial ly in relation to the threat 

by the British soloit-:rs to shoot the Garda i, to r u t the 

sitUation rig ht . Mr . Recs said that the mat~er Wd5 being 

cur rer l'Ll y looked into and it was also indicated thlt cl s~ecial 

report had been sought relati n] to thL incident; 

- Mr. Ree s sa id that t he ant i-fd ul kn e r Unioni s t S vI/ere t h rCtJ ten:!.! ':! 

to as sr~rt thLn1s'.:lves :i.n " big way. Ht? hCJd Lh,lt morning mf't 

Pai s l e y, West dnd C'>:'uig cnd h0 had no hope of winnin<] "!.lklT! 

round to playing a const.tuctive rol e ei tlwr . I' .Lfl .Cl';; \IT j ,L 

;j nd certainly not in tht~ Council of Ire] dnd seeo lld tio.'. li e 

which the "Ulster 11 " would 1'1..'dlise t.l"d. till' !lrHJ ,I' ui CUj;IIIIOn~, 

climotc for them would be a V C!! l'y c:old onQ 5ncif"I'Jij 

discu~siny this and hd S ccrLdlilly nu t .nll. d it nuL th("I,~h he 

GmfJhd L .L!-tC1U' ~~'I c1t 1' " "I' - m - tl ' j- ~n ' '''1~~11 ~.~ . t 4 .. "", .... ,,,. 1,.. v _~ '- .... l l. \:v"'~ 0 J -: J ~t..:::. U .V( J \,,;1 "'.i t.,; .... 1.411 .. , w"\.,,v .... i 

h uve to bG calculat ed very dcc:urdtc:ly. lle did 1IC \'!,)vor .:, I)' 

thdt the people of rn would h dve to La'le il n UP;;QJ'tuniLy er 

expressin <j their view Clt some sLaqe clnd ill-1uill~U i1 there \\'cl5 

any thinking in th2 J epubl ic of conducting d ::.irni l ar e:crc3 se 

on Sunningdale. The Minister replied that while the mdLte~ 

had 

was cert~i n]y no merit in holding d referendum in the 

Republic on the Sdrl~L day as cl similar Oile was being held lfl 

NI. Thi s wo uld only ser ve to confilm the worst Unionis~ fear~. 
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b. The Minister fOl Foreign Affairs DS dccompclnied by Jr. Donel 

O'3u11ivdn~ Irish /~rr.l)dssddor ut London, Mr. C.V. ':iht;~lans Ascistanl.: 

S2cretary clnd Mr . S2~n 00n10n, Counsellor, OepJrtm8nt of ?oreign 

Affairs. The Secretdry of StdLe was dccompanied by Mr. Fran~ Cooper 

Purmanent Secretary, Mr. P.l. \ioodfield , Depu~y Secretary~ 

Mr. R . Seaman, Press Of fieer and h'r . R\.!ed, Private Secretary (NI 

Office), Sir Geoffrcy Arthur und Mr . W.K . K. White (FCD ) . The meetin" 

lasted for about 90 minutes . 

". 
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