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I helieve 1:h.:-,l; n r.WG C (1,:mB01'OUS poli ticf'l v:,-c\.~.t 171 nmo/ exi",ts in 

Ulster due to t;1'~ .I. ..)~\j E:Ctl Gf the !;:.)nc:);l G,),.'prnrlf'nt) supported by the Allinnce 

and U.P.N.I. ra_,_'tJr.s: to hoJd the COil\Tention El"'cti::ms this /,utur.Jn. Only 

the t error::"3+3 b-'-:J fi 1('.1 fr0m Gllci1 H "ncu:m ':U1() tl1e J.Jon,lcn Government together 

vIi th the l\ll::":l!-Lcc: (1",(! U ,P.N. J. 0 Pcl.)"'t~e3 LJOU]::1 inche end have t.o D.l1swer to the 

Ulster Public for the continuod violence until the Convention ElectioIlS \lere 

held. It was a snd reflc<.:tion upcn uuth those parties thnt thl~y requested a 

delny in tllr:se elections solely OH the hnsis of pnrty poli ticrU c1dvantage -

it was til"le tInt poli t~(-:i.m3 pl~(:ed rear:" in Ulnter be fore P,.rty JLdv<:m tn.ge 

and he cnlled upon the JHlirmcc l.l.!:d U ,p ;,j) J , f'arti0:; to wi thdrmJ t~eir oppos­

i tion to early elections so thnt the " acu:,n cCuld b e ended. 

The u11de'dyin.g con"'lun:Lt;y :;i.tutiC.l in Ulst.er was one of continuing 

decline i~ th:l7. r-L t torncr;,s [;'lcl "od O}.e:1r;o were becoming more 1J.ccept.a~)le. The 

helping to Cl'C"nt0 a clir.1n.tei:1 vflich the p::.'ospect of civil strife had in­

creased. Party ]"olitici.ns and in. partic1llal' the S.D.L.P., failed to ap-

preciate hO\" close clvil .... '.co Sl-rlJ.e was kl'ld the results of such F;trii'e. I 
~ 

congratuJ.:i te those llGSer,1bly H(' r.1bc-rs vlho had mn.u1l.ged to desist from dnjly 

bulletins of Bihe and petty cOr.1mcnt about their opponents and had instend 

v.Jerked quietly but with greater effect in their constituencies. I suggest 

thnt all politiclru:1G should r.1ensure their sto.tel"'l~nts r.10re c[).refully in the 

months ahead due to the inherent inL,'1.'edients for cOr.1muni ty violence. 

txJ It !!Jay be difficult to avoid civil war in the latter part of 1975 -

for that reason n11 parties should make the effort to evolve a lasting peace 

from the Convention Hegotio.tionsc For the loy:\lists, who were> nO\o/ clearly 

identified as the major politic~ grouping in Ulster, there was the knowledp,e 

that there could only be a der.locrntic structure of Government ut Stormont if 

they had the connent of the minority cor.ununity or alternatively removed the 
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Republic,m ngitntouJ fron Ulntcr t30iL \olhj 1 s t loylliiGts hnd to face up to 

th.'1t stnrk renlHy it \JrlG CtlGO e3s \")l~tial tlnt the S.D.JIoP. did not press 

party policies tOl") f:rc ,w they could rc;:;u l.t in JJu~{[tli,)t deciding upon the 

second n1 tern",ti vc wLh (il'e"1cll:'ul rOGu.l ts for n.U rFbt('l' people Md in 

particulm~ the R0i1i1Jl. C~l.thol~c COMmuni t .y whic.h \,'ould be :.rcrr..:>vcd from major 

areus of Bclf;1.3L.. ro~ C~::,r.lPJ.O t~lO S.D.L.P. 11[\(1 Cl !'1m'~l~ r ::: '1ponsicility to the 

join the vadous ;\)~·i.cc Fo""cCG~ The :;~lt8:r 'nntivc poJ.:i.cy wns one \"hioh in­

creascd the likJ ih00d of cr'm"lUni 1:y division followed by civil strife. It 

helperl to crcntc tile D.Gc·ny of Cypru ~ Q 

beginning t() reil)'j G :~ that a licgotinted IndercJ1c1cnce for Ulster could be the 

for'muJa for Cl 1.ud.i .. nG nnrl P"'l.ccfu1.. po] i t.!.e;;).l Holution. Of.f:i.ci:l.l Unionists 

should not 0.11m·1 tl10 fnVOUral)).e :~reurhnntG fer Independence to distract them 

from their f±l'st pr;.ori ty \·:h i.e;h v;,::; 'i;o j11:>.j ntain the Union between Ulster nnd 

Grcnt Britain. In ai·.heT words In~~Gpend8:'!ce \\'n[; not on t{le politicnl-ag,mda 

for Official Uniopists at 1:hi:::: time, Oif.i.~ial lh:ion::'stG \lOuld nttend the .. 
Convention to develop ."1 s{!ttl~mcnt \,;h:: c]~ (.,) ~·ll":L;}tu:';-l.Cd. 'che Union; (2) Dis­

missed the idea of n Council of lrC'l,nrlj F_ucl (3) i;1Volved the elected 

reprCGentilt:i.-JeG of the minority in pcl:ioy mc.kinG cOrffiii ttees \1i thin Ivlinistries 

but not in Execut.ive Govel·nment. It "':lB thio Inst objective \vhich had to be 

neeotin.ted ir:. G:~C'h u. \;ay (1;":: "CO mrt}:e 3 .. t pocr;:i.1Jle :ro~ the f,linori ty community 

to gi vc con'JC'nt to -Ll,c r.e", f0;~; 1 of G0-;;Jr!1:~1\;~lt but avoided the p"ll'ticipation 

of those, \;Iho Op}?os2cl ttle st'pnrnti(il1 of ~k'rtl) from South, in Executive 

Govcrnmen t • 
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