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SWiX THR

September 18%th, 1973

Deax Iiam

Bugh McCann hes given me a very full sccount of yeasterday's
discussions. V¥hile the cutcome was disappointing, I am
certain that we took the right line,

Much of the problem may have arisen from & misconcepticon
on the part of the British Government of the SDLP position
arising from the Ambassedor's report of his discussions
with Hume and Fiit afier the Ortoli dinner 10 days ago.
While the Ambassador mey have correctly reported what Fitd
gaid, I have considerakls doubts ehout the accuracy of

the viewpoint atiributed ¥o Fume by Galsworthy.  (Thie
would not be the first time that Gelisworthy had gol held
of thewrong end of the stick - always misinterprsting what
people say in the came dirvectlion - the one that suils i) o

From nmy conversation with Fume immediately sifter he had
gpoken %o Galsworthy, I had the impression that he had
suggested some degres of flexibility along the linsa of the
suggestion reported to us by Sean Donlon after his meeting
with the £DLP last week.

I understand that you will be seeing the SDLP on Thursday.

It is clearly very importsnt that we snd they are lined

up on this imsue on precisely the sawe lines and I would
think it might be wise for them immediately to elaxrify theix
yosition to the Britiech.

In retrospect it seems to me that we will probebly have to
have & meeting like this in orvder Yo confront the British

with the realitics of the Irish position which they have
been refusing 4o face since I first discussed this matter

with ¥Whitelaw in early June, telling him that the problem
would have to bs settled with some kind of package deal.

I would hope that stsrting from the epparent impasse of
yesterday's talks on this point, discussions might now take
place at a lovwer level perhaps between the interests concarngd
with o view to agreeing on a compromise solution slong the

confons
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lines proposed by Hume.

In this connection your contact with Faulkmer would be
very important. One possible way out of this

gitustion would be to secure a private agreement by
Faulkner as to the basic features of the structure of the
Council and & minimun content for its work which would
enable the SDILP and ourselves to agree to the IExecutive
being formed before final agreement is reasched on the
Council, If Heath is right about the dangers %o
Faulkner from Paisley and Craig belng represented at
pubstantive discuseions on the details of the Council of
Irelend, Faulkner could have a very powerful incentive

%o agree to scmething privately along these lines in order
to got our agreement and that of the SDIP to the formaticn
of the Txecutive and, consequently, to the Ixecutive
rather than the political parties in Forthern Irelsnd being
engaged in the finel quadrupartite discussiocns on the
Council of Ireland.

A pensitive area in our relations with the SDLP is that
concerning the police. The British will slmost certainly
pursue further with them the line they have already taken =
that Dublin does not want the Council of Ireland to contrsel
the police., VWe should as far as possible, I fecl,
safeguard ourselves against this in talking %o the SDIP,
varning them that on this, as on other issues, the British
will be trying to divide us and that they should not take
seriously what they may say on these subjects. At the
same time, I would hope that any concern on the part of

the SDIP on this issue, (and in particuler on cur approach
to it), would be over-shadowed by the way in which you
protect their poeition in relation to the Executive -

even in the face of British allegaticns that they have
veakened on this, allegations which in the case of Fitt,
may heve no substance,

In general it seems to0 me that we have reached a point
vhere the emphasis could usefully shift to discussions
betveen the varlious partles concerned in Ireland - SDLP,
Unioniets, Alliasnce and ourselves = a2ll of whom have an
interest in veaching sgreement. If progress could be
made along these lines, we would find Heath a lot easier
to handle - the wind would have been taken ocut of his
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MB‘-

selils and his understasndadble worries would be met,

These are rather "hurlsr on the ditch" observations which
probebly won't add very much to your own conclusions

on the meeting tut I thought nonetheless I should drop
you & note on these lines before proceeding onwards

on my tour,

Incidentally, we have just lhad & gocd mecting with Johm
Davies. I think the British now understand how strongly
we fcel on ‘the regional policy issue and, hopefully,

the need to give ground t¥o meet our point of view.

Yours eincerely

: ?inﬂ”ﬁfé Q&JZf;&”aigﬁ

e tn le {flc.f A«Q:sz&'u Lot &71(.-‘;5 i

lovs alarssce

¥r. Liam Coggrave T.D.
Taoiseach

Departnent of the Teolsesch
Government Bulldings

Dublin 2
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