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C ON PI DEN'r I AI. -----

1. Accompanied by Mr. Decla n Quigley of' the AttoT'ney General's 

Office, I attended a meeting of' the S.D.L.P. at whj.ch some tec1.1nic [:~1 

and administrative problems involved in the setting up of' a Council. 

of' IT·eland were discussed. Those present on the S.D.L.P. side were = 

Messrs. John Hume, Paddy Devlin, Paddy O'Hanlon, Austin Currie, 

E. McGrady, P. O'Dono ghue , F. l<'eely, M. Co.n2van, H. I,o gue , 

P. Duf'f'y, C. Gillespie, B. Mallon, A. Larkin and the party's 

genera l s e cretary J. Duf'f'y. 

The meeting la sted about 3 hours and the b a sis f'or the discussion 

was the document "Pl~oposals f'or a Counc11 of' Ireland by the B.D.L. P .H .. 

It is clear that, though this docum ent h a s now been publicly present ed 

and sent to the Taoiseach o.nd to the British Prime Minist er, the 

party's thinking on th.e d.etails of' t.he CG:J.DcJJ. a re still at a fairl. y 

re.VI st age 2...YJ.d th a t they are not f inal ly committed t o any points of' 

deta il in th e docum ent. Thus, f'or example, th e proposals that th e 

Assembly &'1ould have the task of il;'Cl'c E!.s ing U:!. e povve!'s of the Co~mcj. J ;. 

that the Human Rights Count! s scope would extend to allow:l.!lg any 

citizen to appeal against any a ll eged infringement of' human rights 

and that the ini ti nl declaration sett ing up the Council should i!lcl '.ld B 

assur ances about it s future dev elopment are not reg al-ded as f'inal 

pr op osals. On th e other hand t some points vvhic11 vve::-e n ot rnenti on :sd i n 

the document h ave obviously b ee n discussed and clear' pos i tions h ave 

bee n taken on th em . Voting in the Council of :r.l ini str:::r' should be 

unanimous, memb ership of the Council should not rot a t e depending on 

thE, subjects b e ing discussed , individual Councj. l members chol.lld have 

specifi c portf'oli 0, the .Ass embly memb er s sJlOuld i ni t i8.l1y be appoint cd. 

but direct elections are envisaged in the long-t erm and while the 

Council should be a purely Irish one there would, at least in iti ally .~ 

have to be some British connection. Throughout the discuss ion all 

members of the party showed particular regard for t he difficult i es 

which participation in a Council of' Ireland would present for th e 
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ofi'icial Unionists and they ape very conscious of the need to build 

into it s structUl'es as much protection as poss ible to alla;}' Unioni s t 

fears G So far, little thought appears to have been given to possible 

functions but individua l Assembly men have been assigned top ics which 

they ape to study in detail and make recommendations on to the Party 

as a whole. In thi s connect ion, I agreed to a reques t to provide 

appropriate factual information on posroible functions to any Assembly 

man who was havj.ng difficulties completing h1s ass1gnment. 

2. Following the meeting I had an infopmal fo~r hour discussion 

eve!' drinks and a meal wi th the parti cipants and also had a pri vat e 

. discus ro ion with Mr. Hume. The following are the points from the 

discuss i OIlS. 

3. The S.D.L.P. is adaI!lant that the Council should have a role i.n 

relation to th e policing of Northern II'eland and is equally r-.ri r-.,."".-.'Y'l+ 
c.1.U.ctH1Q . .I..l. U 

that th ere is no hope of their achieving this unles s Dublin :is 

prepared to give seme role to the Council in I'elation to the Garda:l. 

'rhe Brit ish have 11 strongly hint ed" to them this week that Dubl in do es 

not envisage doing this and that they should thepefore drop their 

eff~ort 8 to ha \re [) liI1k b etvreen l'Jorthern IreJ.and po11c ing 8.nd tIle 

Council. Hume S8yS that nothing short of this link would be accept abJ! 

and. in parti cular tha t a re-constituted Police _Auth or'i ty ar.d/or· a 

police roJ.e for the district councils would not be suffj.cj.ent. 

The ma j or r EforlIn r equired is in the dir ect ion of the R. U. C.. an.d HlUTIe 

implied that if thepe were some conces s ion in this, they would have 

no difficulty in accepting a police force based on the existing R.U. e 

4. In regard to the formation of an Executive, the S.DoI,.P's posit1c: 

remains that it cannot be formed until ther'e is visible pr-ogpess 011 

the setting up of the Council. The mere fixing of a date for the 

triparti t e confer ence would not be sufflcj ent hut a proposal 

involving 
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(a) the fixing of a date now for th e opening of the conferen~e 

(b) an indication that the conference would then go into 

commi t tee sta ge to thrash out details on the Counc il and 

the other items on the agenda 

(c) during the committee stage, discussions on the form a tion 

of a NI Executive could be brought to a final stage 

(d) as soon as these discussions had been completed, the 

conference would re-commence at plen~ry level 

would be acceptable. The S.D.l,.P. is already preparing for (c) and 

a twelve-point manifesto is being drawn up which will indicat e the 

programme the party would like to see the Executive embark on as 

soon as it is set up. The main items in th e manife s to will r e late 

to a griculture, environmental problems , housing, prices and inC()m e8 ~ 

social s ervices, euucation and local authority s ervj.ces . The party 

has al so made effort 8 to h ave pr e liminary dis cus f~ i ons Vii th offic J. 31 

Unionists on the fo~mation of an Executive but three letters from 

Fitt to Faulkner have so f3.r produced no resp onse. In addition , 

Mr. VV11i telaw has be en trying to bring the t wo parties together and 

recently showed Fitt (via James AlIen at Laneside) a draft lett er 

inviting the S.D.L.P. to talk to the official Unionists either 

directly or und er Whitelaw's chairmanship and asked what his reacti on 

would be if it were sent. Fitt apparently said that the party's 

reaction would be negative and, so far at any rate, the lett er has 

!lC,t arrived. There seems to be some resentment wi thing the party 

tl:at Fitt should have react ed in this way, esp ecially without 

consulting anyone else except P a ddy Devlin '1l.1ho support ed Fi tt's 

action. Others appear to feel~ that if direct approaches to Faulkner 

have failed, no eff ort to reach him via an interme diary should oe 

reject e d out of hand . In regard to participation in th e tri partit e 

conf'erence, the party has no firm pos1 tion on who the' third p a rty 

should be and in particular as to wheth er or not Paisley/Cra i g/Taylor 

should be invi ted. They f ear tha t if' the h ardl ine rs al'e present, 
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Faulkner will be unable to make even a minimal concessi on on the 

Council but as against that they do not wish to be seen to be 

involved in a plot to exclude the hardliners from par'ticipation in 

everything. They are inclined at the moment to feel that Paisley's 

intention is to lead a vigorous and "loyal" (to the Constitution .qct ) 

opposition within the new institutions and if t hey could be sure that 

this is what would happen, they would see no obj e ction to excluding 

him from the tripartite co!lference. If', however, exclusion from 

the tripar·ti te conference were the straw which would fins.lly drive 

Paisley outside theconsti tutional process, then they 1;vould naturally 

prefer at least to have invitations sent, even if there was li ttle 

hope of their being acceptedo 

5. On the general prosPects for the constitutional proposs.ls, most 

of the S.D.L.P. assembly men appear more pessimistic than optimistic 

though the degree of pessimism in most cases is mild. Hume, however, 

is more pessimistic than'most. H~ says Faulkner's position i s 80 

weak that he can d.eliver nothing at the moment and certainly could. 

not bring his 22 with him, even on a "mil&' Council. He would 

probably drop 8-10 supporters if he made one f&lse move and there is 

no prospect of Bradford carrying more than 10-12. Though I did not 

specifically discuss the matter, it is clear that the S.D.L.P. are 

operating on the assumpti0n thClt Faulkner is th e only man who can 

lead the official Unionists into a workable Ex ecutive and they 

therefore appear ready to make sUbstantial conces s ions to facilit8t ~ 

him and do nothing to emba~rass him. 

6. The Procedures Committee of the NI Assembly has almost completed 

its work and it is hoped to have a report ready for printing in abo ut. 

a week. Currie is to give me a copy and a genel'al repoI·t on the 

Committee's proceedings next week-end. He says that Paisley's 

att i tud.e was generally constructi ve but obviously desi gned to crea.t e 

maximum embarrassment for Faulkner. Thus he manoeuvred the offici al 
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Unioni s ts on th e Commit tee into voting aga ins t p roposals on pr ayer s 

for the Qu ee n and the adopt ion of 'vVestminist er-type c eremoni a l and 

symbols. In fact Currie is somewh a t afraid that P a i s ley may hav e 

overplaye d h i s hand to the point wh e re the Unionists ma y n ot b e abl e 

to vote for the Commi tt ee' s report when it reach e s the Ass embly and 

may have to r ev erse the ms e lve s on some ma jor points. The S . D. L . P . 

h a s accep t e d ~he princi pl e of ma jority voting in t he Assembly a nd 

do e s not anticipat e tha t any item in the r eport will pr esent 

diff iculti es a t Assembly l ev el. Th ey exp e ct the n ext me eting of the 

Ass embly to take place in mid - or late - October. 

7. I avail e d of the pre s ence of Ass embly men f r om a ll over Nor t.hern 

Ireland to a sk for views on Britis h AI'my b ehavi olls and t h e follo wing 

is a s umma ry of th e replie s : 

Tyrone army adopting low profil e . Almost no trouble; 

Derr;r Ci t y sever-e pr oblems, e spe c j ally in th e Cre gg an where 

the 2nd An glians are behaving in a most provo c a tive manner. YoungGLeI~ 

j.n p a r-t i cular , ape b e ing a r r est ed f re quently and h eld f or four hour s 

of "scpeeningll . 'rhis frequently result s in loss of work and le8ds 

to considera-ble anxi ety on th e pal't of par ent s . House se2,l"'ches a r e 

frequent and c ar r i ed out roughly; 

Newry little trouble since the Par as . left. 2nd Light 

Infantry now there and they are lithe best we ever ·h a d". Grea t pra :1. se· 

for- a senior of ficer n amed F a irbanks who iE: d escrib 3d as "t.h e b e~:~ t 

type of soldi er-dip lomat". As a r esult, I' peace ha ~ broken out i n 

Ne·wry" and there is a low l ev e l of tol e r anc e for the isolated Provo 

inCidents; 

South Armagh same regiment as Ne'vvr'y [mcl same comment. Thi s 

is particul arly si gnifi c Dnt as it came fr om I">a ddy 0 ' HanIon who ha s 

bee n the most outsp oken critic of army mi sbehaviour~ 

South D,e r r y no trouble; 
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Armagh some difficulties with the attitude of the Hampshire 

Regiment in Lur gan and Armagh city and the four hour 11 s cr eening'l i s 

being a-bused in both areas. In general, there has been a dr'amatic 

improvement in recent months; 

East Down no army presence; 

Mid Down 2nd Lancers: no problem; 

,Belfast ok in the Ardoyne but livery bad" in west Belfast 

especially in Andersonstovm where the "screening", arresting and 

house searches 1Nere being conducted with ridiculous frequency; 

(this confirms repoI'ts we have been receiving from other reliable 

Belfast contacts that the situation in Andersonstown is particularly 

bad at the moment, despite the fact that there is almost no Provo. 

cntl·~Tl·+y ;n +n' ~ ~~e~)· 
f....A,."-' • 'I" v -l.. "" v._ ....... ..1.. ........ , 

In a general discussion, it was agI'eed that the biggest single 

problem in this sector at present was not so much army mi'sbehnviour 

but abuse of the arrest and screen1ng powers gi ven to the army under' 

the NI Emergency Provisions Act 1973 which came into force la s t 

month. It was also clear that there is w1despread conc ern about 

the level of Loyalist viol ence , especially in North Antrim and parts 

of Belfast and that there is no onvious arlTI3t .r c actJ. on t c cop e 

with this level of violence. 

8. In regard to the Compound 8 detainees, some of the Assembly ffi,::'n 

admitted privately that a minimum there was doubt about some of 

the Provo "convers ions" and Hume went so far as to suggest that a 

few of those in the Compound were still in the movement and were 

abus.ing the system in an effort to get out and back into action. 

9. The SDLP will, as indicated during their meeting with ~he 

Taoiseach and Tanaiste earlier this month, shortly r equest the 
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Governnlent to meet them for a detailed exchange of views on the 

Counci 1 of Irel and and on the polic e. The ir document on the polic e 

is almost complete and Hume will informally give me a copy within 

a few days. In preparing it, they have had the benefit of advice 

both from Sir Arthur Young and Mr. James Callaghan and they have 

also had lengthy talks with sympathetic individual senior R.D.C. 

officers. 

Sean Donlon. 

J 
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