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1. 1 teleghoned Paddy Devlin frem Ballybay on 17 November a.,m. and

e

he told me theil no document had yet been received from the British.
It was, however, too late to call-off their meeting. I told him that
I had a message for him about ocur attitude to the participants in the
tripartite conference and he invited me to come to Tocme. All 19
members of the Assembly Party were there -« though Hume and Currie
arrived, separately, only towards the end of the meeting « as were

the non~Assembly members of the Party's Executive. Before the meeting
sterted, I conveyed to Fitt and Devlin our view that Faisley and ihe
other leaders who ¢pposed power-sharing should not be fnvited te the
tripartite conference. The formal meeting lasted eabcui an hour and

was followed by a two houxr Informal discussicn over & meal at wnich

could meke recommandations which would form the rtasis for a Paxriy !

43

declision. The mood during the meal afterwards was one of somz

v

tension. The backbenchers scemed to feel that the outline of the

(18}
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proposals wnich Fitt had given was suificient at leasi to encblie
the Paxty to take dacisions on the scope ¢f the brief which tno
negotiators would have for the forthcoming meetings but this fseiing

vias firmly sauashed by the negotiators who said that they weould navea

no aiternative but to say to Whitelaw if and when he gave them a

document that they needed to consult the Pexuy before givinag any
decision. The reascnableness of this argument end the olojuence

with which it was expressed tended t¢ mute the expressicn of the view
held privately by many of the backbenchers that they were pv2ing lei®
very much cut of It all and that they would eventuslly Le prcsenied

with proposals for rubber-stamping rather than for genuine discussica.
The Newry-Armagh-Tyrone representalives appear to feel strongest on
internment and in particular are anxious that nothing should be
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negotiating team only Devlin and to & lesser extent Ivan Cocper
appear to have the same strength of feeling and Hume and Currie’s
views seem to be not too far removed from those of Fiti's as exprecsec

in my report of 17 November.

3. Before leaving Toome, I had a brief private conversation with
Hume. He was somewhat more pessimistic than he has been in recent
weeks about the prospects of getting an acceptable package. He
himself had had a secret direct approach from the British about which
Department he might head if things worked out and it was suggested io
him that his choice should be between Finance and Commerce. Hume saic
that he told the British to stuif their offer and make whatever
proposals they had to make throcugh the normal channels, He added to
me that the fact that the SDLP were not being offered both Departmentc

was a bad sign because his understanding of the Parly's positlen was

]

that if they accepted the 6-4-1 formula, the four portfclios would
all be substential ones. I probed him once again on his ettitude o

the Fina

m

post and he is still unenthusiastic about sccepting it.
Lt o b
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He says that despite all the points made to him by the Ministe

*’i

Foreign Affairs and others in Dublin and elsewhere about the Finance
portfclio, he remains unconvinced of its importance and in particulc:
he does not see how an SDLP Head of Finance could be seen by ths

minority community as a man who could deliver something to them.

4, I drove Gefiy Fitt back to Belfast from Toome after the meeting.
He is still as optimlstic as ever though he thinks it is not going
to be easy to satisfy some of the backbenchers. Those of them who
will not get jobs -~ and he seemed to suggest in particular Paddy
O’Hanlon and Ivan Cooper - may be inclined to become the "conscience
of the Party®, especially on internment, and make it difficult for
the SDLP to sell the package to the minority community generally.

In regard to his own positicn, he had, on reflection, decided that
the post of Deputy Chief Executive ~ although he did not say so, it
had clearly been off+ ed to him already - would be meaningless if it
did not have, in addition, a specific_portfolio and he had been
assured by the British that his wishes on this point could probably
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he met. He did not give me eny indication of what four portfolios
would be assigned to his Party beyond saying that Devlin would
probably get a social minisiry. He sald he had no doubt that some
bf the others in his Party who would be offered posts would not be
completely satisfied but they would have to learn,now that they ware

real politicians and not street politicians, the art of compromise.

Seén Donlon

18 November, 1973,
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