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31 J uly 1973 

Dear cl.an 

h you 
v i i wit 

1 
1:h 

b 
'throug 

y first r 
th t 

nfidential 

o t 110 "ID 
1 

a c opy of your r e port on y ur w e k - nd 

Qxce tion 
t S(c) -

1t h t he " L 
b s i s ll . 

h op- f 

i • 
pulsiv 

it 
ort 

b j ect to t hat condition I think indeed i t would be u .. ful t o 
V~ r egular ti09 with t ' .. I would a l 0 a gree t t it i. 

d •• l~able that a auch cQamOn 9round as po lble i. obtained with 
th_. ut there are iaportant provi 0 t re. . me 0'L thea -
p a r p s not a ll - ve the i d _that t h w y t o establis h cOJIlIOn 
gX'Qlnd t. ~or us t "9r .. to their poli lea in full, and eupport 
them At .ve~ at • ~ we do thia, or anything substantially 
resembling 1t, we shall 1ma«11a'tely t h-row away the degree of 
e r ibil ity w have established with the Unionist population. 
'I'M .t de9X'_ of ox.edibility i. IlOIIetbingwhich the LP should 
recogni e 8 being of value to tho •• w . t hey repr ... nt. because 
it make. for t be r~ion oL t ension. and the d1ainutlo~ ot the 
su.picions t hat W~ vlo1.nc.. It ls disquieting that b, t act 
the ". far l rca welcolling this developRleD't , obviously r4tgud 1 t 
with r esentm nt . 

It shld I t hink be llade cl_r t o t he LP that the er..-nt 
in the Hopubllc bav. a dill.re. lldnd 0 '£ rellpOn.ibility lnthis 
matter to the r.spon~ibil.ity of the politieal parties in Northern 
Ire1and .eveniwtth wbos. general re.po. n.i.hillti •• i t 1. in 
sYIIPathy . 'fbi.can be .oat clearly ... n in the ca •• ol the 
propo . ... .....s;oune1l ol I r eland. Tb. LP ca n quite l e g ltiaate1y 
pJ!e •• ~ the linki ng ol the •• tablishment td a c'ouncl1 to the 
.stabli.haent G~ an ececutive but i~ the Gover"ent cl Ireland 
were to j oin t h_ in that Ineisteneeei t would act\l&11, - by 
seealng to intervene in internal Nor~hern II'.l~ ... ttei'S .... .(ftv. 
the sid o:f A ainori ty - be increaainG the re.1steRco _oa g the 
Mjorlty to the whole 1d_ c4 tbe Council. Concerning tbecouncil 
it would be b.st trolll every point of view '£or U8 to keep a low 
pco.f11. indicating onl y at tbi.. etage that we wish to ... it coae 
i,nto being and t hat •• are prepared to play our full part in it. 

With! 
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With reLer.nce; 'to the l .. st sentence 01' your reeOlllJ8f!ndation 5(c). 
experience does not suggest tha~ it would be possible to avoid 
the iapr ••• ion 01' a co..on approach i f the eoaaon app roach 
becoaes a reef.ity. If we align our policy with t he SDLP , then 
soae .. mbers 01' the SDLP will be no slower to proclaim that fact 
than they are slow to proclaim t he opposite at present. 

It is important here to consider what SDLP policy actually is and 
what we would be committing ourselves to if we were to go all out 
for co_on grounds with them. 

As i. appax nt from paragraph 3(b) of y ur report, and from other 
source., the LP are not dispose6 to try to work out an agreed 
s.ttl_ent .I,th the Unionists. What they are interestEd in is 
presenting their demands , getting support £.0 r them from both 
Dublin and London and then having the Unionists forced to toe the 
agreed line .. 

How could t h Unionists in .fact be :forced in the desired direction? 
In public naturally the SDLP are not disposed t o be very specific 
about this tter,h rJTrom pr ivat. discussions however , . and in 
particular from QtII:' d>wn very interesting discussion with 
~tr Austin rry in Blackpool last tobe~ I have formed the very 
de.finite impression that their thinking runs like this: 
If th SDL? ake reasonable case for phased progression towards 
unity , if t he blin Government backs this. and if the Unionists 
then ref'use power-sharing on these ter and a Council o:f Ireland 
so orientat then Britain will 105 pati nee with the Unionists 
and will declare in f vour of an SDL? type solution r !£p9nising 
the need for eventual unity . This will be the signalU~ an 
outbreak of' Prot atant violence on a con iderab1e cale which can 
h e contained by the British Ar y . ft r the failure of 
this extrem t outbr - k Protestant opinion will resign itself to 
th in vitahl , that i to progressive absorption into a unit , 
or n .w, Ir lan • 

~.dU 
ju t wlti@zable nough to b extre ely dangerous . 

LP h ve consi tently under -esti ted the xtent and depth 
testant resistance t o th who 1 ide of being 

United Ireland. The ide th t 11 thi would be 
changed i;y ritish declar tion - folIo, if necessary by an 
equivalent of Bloody Sund y with rotastant on the receiv ing end -
is illusory . If' e co it ourselves to inding co on 9ro~Qd at 
all cots with the DLP are in dangeur of reinforcing ~ 
intransig nce nd perhaps triggering off :furth r and even aore 
eriou troubles . 

For all the bove e sons I would f vour ore cautious approach 
to finding co on ground ith the SDLP than appears to be envisaged 
in certain parts of your report . I t hin that up to now we have 
been working generally on the right lin s. The DLP are tryin~ by 
various different .approaches , to get us to go farther in thair 
direction. I think that while keeping on as good terms with them 
as possible, e should politely but firm1y d cline to be pushed. 

I am sending copies or this to the laoiseach and the Minister for 
Foreign fLairs . 

Your s sincerely 

Conor Crui •• O' Brien 

MP 
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