TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

IRELAND

Reference Code: 2004/21/625

Title: Note by Sean Donlon, Department of Foreign
Affairs, of a meeting between members of the
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)
and Northern Ireland Secretary of State William
Whitelaw, and the positive SDLP reaction to
the assignment of posts in the new Northern

Ireland administration.

Creation Date(s): 21 November, 1973

Level of description: Item

Extent and medium: 3 pages

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Access Conditions: Open

Copyright: National Archives, Ireland. May only be

reproduced with the written permission of the
Director of the National Archives.

© National Archives, Ireland



— S AN e e

i

N

: i pariment of the Taoiseach - \

atfter a three hour meeting with him went on to meet
as many of their Assemblymen and Farty Executive membere as were
assembled at Stormont. At about 8.30 pm Messrs, John Hume , Paddy
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O'Hanlon, Seamus Mallon and Frank Feely came to have a meal w

at the Greenan Lodge Hotel in Belfast.

2. Their meeting with Whitelaw nad, they said, gone very well., At
aoout 3,30 pm he had given them a new document (Annex 1) about the
allocation of posts in what would now be called the "Administraition®,
11 members of the "Aogministration" would comprise the Executivs on a
6-4-1 formula but the 15 "Administration" posts would be allocated on

.

a 6-6-3 basis, a1l th

6]

Unionists having votes in the Executive,

Whitelaw told them th

]

L the new proposals, which had zlso neen given
that morning to the Alliance Party, would involve an smendment of the
NI Constitution Act 1973 but inCicated that if the proposals wore founa
acceptable, this could be arrenged quickly, In re *lation to cthar

matters in the 19 November document, Whitelaw made the following pointsg

~ he would see no problem abcut re-drafting psra. 6 to indicate

that the agenda for the discussions would inelude items other

an tacse outlined in (a) to (e);

1

- para. 6(c) would be strengthened by the adaition of harmonisation

functions;

- para. 6 (e) and 8 would be redrafted to link policing and commen

law enforcement;
- para, 9 would be strengthened and could include a retzrence to
permanent releases of deteinees as g Christmas geodwill gesiure,
3. In regard to the issuing of the invitation to the Tripartite
Conference (pare. 7), Whitelaw agreed to consider the question of a

. £~ 2y Ty DUk T e D o Rk - 2 . . N T
oint London~-Dublin invitation but re-itersztad Nis desire to include

.

Paisley and Cruig in the invitation list., He geve three reasons fer
wanting to do this:

(1) it might help to defuse loyslist vialence if Paisley were kepi
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' in an active role within the political arena;

(2) Paisley would probably accept the invitation while Craig would
almost certainly reject it. The issuing of the invitation would
therefore drive a wedge between them and this might also

contribute to defusing loyalist violence;

(3) it would do Dublin good to have to desl with Paisley and learn

the hard way that he was not the "saviour of Ireland",

4, The SDLP mood at dinner was eaphoric. The party had agreed that
the negotiators could accept the new Whitelaw proposals and they had
further agreed that Fitt as leader of the party would decide on the

| allocation of the SDLP posts. They would go for Deputy Chief Exec cutive,
Commerce, Health and Social Services, Environment (all with votes )
and EEC affairs and Information Services (without vote). They were in
such good form that many of them decided to go down ifor a ceclebrsticn

night's drinking in a pub in Newry !

S. I conveyed the above information orally to the Minister on my
return to Dublin late on the evening of 20 Ncvember. Arising out of
this and other factors, the Minister sent the attached letter (Annex 2)
to Paddy Devlin by hand and it reached him before the session of the
inter-party talks which begen at 10,00 ¢.m. on 21 November 1973.

6. I returned i‘felfm 21 Nox;imb r?om;oan’d by pre-arrangement,
John Hume managqutO slip the attdched document (Annex 3) and note
(Annex 4) out of the meeting and have it conveyed to me at SDLP head-
quarters. I telephoned the text of both to Mr. C. V. Whelan who gave
me the text of a decision (Annex 5) which had Just been conveyed to him
by the Minister. Hume telephoned SDLP headquarters to ensure that I
had got his document and message and I read the decision to him quickly
pointing out thet it had, of course, been taken without the up-to-date
informetion now available. He undertook to take it into account
generally but said that it was likely that the rest of the day would

almost certsinly be exclusively devoted to the numbers game on which
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