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(c) 

(Uoi;e 

s·~" T'n.tr ·ck' r.; Day shou.l(' be Oc l; aside P S a 
Day et l£a"vio:llk.l COlIl.'1lcr oration al d Hcconcil:.tution. 

The cGX'emo.l1.0u 011 the D<.y ShOu:.Ld. include specia.l 
ecumel'cal eervtces, t,~.iO millutf"l ' o51enc' :::or 
thowo 'Hha diE,d for Il'ola.ld and f or the victims 
of C " viI otrif'c in Ireland, and prnyors for peace 
and l'econcil:i.D:·~:!..on bcrti'uel1n Irich people of 
different t radi·i;ions. 

Once inaugurated the Day of N'D.tional COIr.!llcnorall:Lon 
and Heconcilir:d;ion ollould be the 0nly day on vihich 
the stato 't-1Ould rartied pat e in 1,uhlic c omr'lor"orat ion. 

/, 

re ~ ".L t -- On 11/7/1973 the D ~ :r!!l.rtmont o:? the 'JIG oi~each 
requented the Dopartment of ])cf0nce to avoid 
using the 1rord llc:c'.U:lenicQ.ltl tn any 'PubJicity 
13.risin:~ Ol.t of the (iover Iment decision). 

20 SUB-/{cs tiono of Hin:tnt(n:: for Po?t .. and ?..£l~~r...~")h£. J2/7 t!.272.:.. 

In a letter dated 13/7/1973 the Ninistcr for Posts and 
TelcG~aphD sugB:ested that 

( a) 

(b) 

the Day of Rcconcilia-'cioll and Commomoration ohou.ld 
bo orGanised on an entirely c:Lvil and r' li.::;io\ls 
basls \vithout any mil:Lt::.~ry par-cicipo.tion a.l; G.ll, 
oth""r -than the presoY!co of senior o:1?flcers of tho· 
Defence Forcos as part of "'Ghe cst3.bliDhmcnt of the 
state f),nd ..--

-(;he1'0 Mirr[rl; he a senar te Defenco Forceo L1.V, 'i:'i th 
appl oprl.~ -0 rxLli tary parades , p0:cnaps on ll · July .. 

3.. AQ.jutant .Q<2.!1Q~~. V:!.q.lT (11/7/197.3 ) re&~!d ; np; DefL,n"!e "For2..~~8.y...!. 

A minute dated 17/7/1973 from the Adjutant General's BraIch 
conveyed th~ Ac jutmlt G oneral' s opinion thD.t sono day should 
be set aside uuich t;he D(;:i'enco Forces tinouJ.d mark 1vith 
appropriate presence and ceremonial. 

The llIinister endorcocl the minulJe: "Army Day" or HDBfence 
Forces Day" lJ;'ch July, 19730 
( Presumably "1973 11 :1n the endorsoment uas not meant to 
ha c a limlting effect). 

The pt.raseoJ.ogy of th.:i.s stat ement differrrt in 001:10 rcspectn 
fror:. tha of the ilCi'01lCC frm:o' \'-lum of ~'; 7/l973 1'rom \lhic ~ 
the Goverm. cnt dct:icio!l11 of 1~)/7/l973 flO\:red. 
( "'f' • • .1. "1;;; • .1 • ?hl; 1.lclllo): ,,,,nintl'1 J.'ef ~J: f'e' to a D,'y of National 

C;oTC':lelllor&ticl"l and ~~econc ' l j_'l'tion: the stTt "'lTIcnt 
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r'Gfcrrcd ';/0 Cl Day of 110. tiono.J. Commcll1oration 

Itel!lI ~!b.c Gtai;cmcDt p'~:-,)j GC ted rc-·dcd iCGtion of the p !opllJ of 
IrclCLl1'] 9 'lmclor St. Pa-t.!'ick. to the l.luraui t of l,e C(:: -~he 
lllcmorG....'1r~'\)Jn. projectoJ~f()J.· peace anci reconciliation). 

;I 

Tentative icican of M.inister ( sont -'co Minis"~;Ol' for fOn "l;O and 
Tclcgruphs 2l/8/197J)~ 

The folloviing (irl numrnnl ... y ) -!; cntntiv0 idoos 'were exprossed by th, 
1.1in18tor in ::. :lOto which he went to the r.Iinh::tcr f 'or l\)sts and. 
Tnlographs 21/0/t73~-

(a). I'rin~ "pal religious c:no~.,:Lnutiol1s to bo asked -to 
arranc ... :Jpocial cGl"'omoniGs to rJurk I the Day'; « joint 
ctn:'emon:i.cs b"ing 1.10st· welcome. 

(b) Govi..rmnent to be rcprcsei.lted at cerGmOniC6 at (a. ) . 

(c) IiIain ceremonies to be in Dublin bu"!i lI~e Day" to be 
celebrated n;) ",ridcly as ;:>osstble (' ncluding in 
Northol:n Irelc.nd); YlhCl'C -.0 opecial cel"'cmonic' ~ spec
ial prayers to b~) o.dclcc1 to normal ser-vices .. 

(d) Main state ceremony might be. at Garden of 
Remembrance, wi'~h Mili ta ... 'Y cerc!Ilonj al (to bo deciduu 

(e) -State reception in Dubli11 Cast1cs 

(f') Alulua l C1"'bour Hill ceremony (for 1:;16 Leaucrs ) I 
should possibly be allowed exceptionally. I ~ 

(g) BJdonctown, Enstcr p Beal no. B1eth otco to b3 dio
con"i;inued. as State func-cionFl ... but pri rate groups to 
be welcome to staee their O\l!1 ceI'''''Jaonics 0 

( h) at Patrick's Day Industrial Parad -.;( to be diecuoscd 
with oJ:'bD.l1isers thereof to cnsure no clash. 

Thc covering letter with the note broached thc question of ~lat 
Depa.rtment should look after the matter - \';1 th an inJicu"liion 
th:lt it was not quito appl'opriute to Defence except as regardH 
military participation in the ceremonies. 

6. li9.£:£..cscntations .from Dub1 in Brie;ade Old IRA ,(11 / 9/'73.1 

In a letter dated 11/9/1973 to the Tao ioe8ch th_ Bri~adc 
eY-pressed dioappointm:. nt that "in a mat"cer t;hc.t means so 

/ 

7. 

much to us" thcy Ylare not consulted~ and requested if possible" 
before the date of Day \-;as finalised, all OPPo1"tuni ty to exprcDs 
tl:cir opiniono 

The matter 'Ins diGous8cd 'by repre:::entativcD of thG DCra::'tLlcn'~ 
ol: Defence with re presentatives of the Brigade on 11/12/1973. 
Briefly the BriGade' s attitude is that one day should bc fi..~ed 
for the commemoration of all ~ho gavc their lives for Ireland 
and that this day should be 11 July ( i.e . the amliversary of 
the Truce ) and not St. Patrick ' s Day. They conoider that 
St. Pat rick t (3 DW- has religious and s ')orting significance bu t 
no COTIu:acnvora ti~ significancc for Irish people 0 

21th cIl:lJ r ~s Inc£J:.cndence Dnyand attendanco of formy at Beal 
!la nlo:~il in futu:ce years. 

In a letter dated 19/ 9/ 1973 the Parliamentary Secretarv to 
the l~:Lni(3ter for Education, at the instance of ;.ir. S c~i1 r" nc h~ 
L () on y, Go. ;,lc2tl , rni::;cu '~ho quc:Jtion vf tL. _ 11"(;11 July «(lc..to 
of An[~10-Iri8h 1:'ruco ) being desiGnatod as Inue "endence Day 
UIJd also ;;ho qucDtion of the A:rmy :roturning to Deal no. BJ.ath 
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:' n i'utu.;;.8 years (as rcga1 'c1H the ]utt el~ quc!Tb,on; ~~:r' ne)';;, 7ll? 
not?)~ 
(I~ote: "N .EII> celo bratco L~ nu bh.Pi:.~nn on the 8undeJr .1lC<1.1:~[;I"t .~() 
11 July oach yeur) 

8 0 12th July ns Nat'onal -- .... -... -------~-

9. 

,. 

10. 

I 

III G. 113ttcr dt.rted 13/10/l9T3 to the Taoiocn(!h Tllr I,1futthen J~, 
Gormley ~ Mel r hide (3.3 org:tnisc1'" of the I ltG'r:,·~OotU1'Ly SO(;';::ton of .~ 
the Dt Patrick t n Day Paru(.o v.r~cd 'i;lU):~ .!:he C'revcrnmcn'l; nl10uld 
Itdec:ul,T.'o :: eec-ont!. Hat·- OllG.l holicl3Y for th:" thirty t\70 
countios on the 12·th of. july' 1 ~::.; 1in~ v,' a.rg ''11ont io thai; 
this vlcuId create /l 1 e'l~'~cr uue 01"1- to.ra.i,n;~ · OD t:y] 1- -'n both 
communi tic::;1I. t10uld show 11 011]; mlJ.tual rCGpect. i for our 
Px·otoat. t C01..ll1t:t~:ymon . no hy 1101(.1:'-11", 0 I-,e.rc:.d ~_11 the South 
on that clay ',','e eould help :Ln OV..!' s:.nu.Ll v:ay 'co bring to en cnd 
the violence nnd ,.loodsh'~d in the j.J_cJ~·th cd' our country. 
(By Itv/c" in the context of a ra.r'ode .he proD::lbly meann ..!tihe· 
organisors of -~h8 St Patricl .. ' f.I Dr.::.y Parae; .• )) 

\7:1e''18 of Kinirn,e:c :ror Poct fJ and T~~.£fSE..~2!L- -c:;ard:iJl[,; :~)S:. 
!'1.Ia tio~arl)~ vn-rl7:ITi'I3:rfl.--
III 0. lC-ttol" U/ltod 7/11/1973 tho I.lin:t:T~el' fo~ Posts and 
Te1cgruphD cxprasned the followinG vic'\.7s:-
( e.) 

- Cb ) 

( c ) 

On the COlTJ.mePloration Aopcct. thoro nhovJ.c; be r.el:tc;iouo 
ceremonics (3.13 ccumenica.l un pom:)iblc) '/i·th S'~o.tc 
rcprescntation o 

The cOI7lJllomorutlon should talce '~ho i'o:tm of" 8. ganeT·ally 
ag 'ced npcc:tul prayer t promine.!1tJ y Incl ud.od in ·the 110:r1l1al 
services for the da.y - thc co;m.:Grno:C'atirnl '/,,0 take lJle.cc in 
chlu'che 8, c~ftt:hetJ:raJ.H O~ other pI3,l! .. a vi'ch rol:;.g:Lous 
accoc;l,v.:i;ionlJ • 

Thol"e should not be State par·ticipa'i;ioJ.1 Lot coremonies n'c 
the Garden ef Remombrance or Al"lx>v.l' Bill · ... bccauco (' uch 
ceremonies are aSfwciated 'wi th phrticulr..r tro.cJ it:tons or 
e;roupo of t::'G.ditions. (Thin view iD grounded on -Lh~ con .. 
cep"!.; that fccep tc.nce by m.ore thEm 011e aide :tn Nortbcrn 
Ireland of the proposed celebration rJovld depend on tl~iD 
pOint \) IIorJI')ver, the point might be :i.e;norGd - since 32 
COtmty celebra.tion is unlikely to be achieved - DO 'as to 
CUDe the hee.ling of the Civil V/Br rfounds) () 

(d ) As to the Ro(;onciliatlon aspoct, thore should be a stato 
Recept:ton \7ith Go Dui tnbly varieL~3.ted Gvent liDt ~. \'ri th 
pooDibly similar receptions by local authoritio8. to 
spread the good will o 

( 0 ) Rcoponsibili ty for organising n'che Day" should :i:'es'~ wi..'t.ih 
the Dept of the Taoiseach (becuune of the j~po~tance nnn 
sensitivity of the matter ) , perhaps with an adviDory CO~ll 
mi'ctee includi11'; th0 liinir:rte:c o.ud the .. :L'"1:\.str·r i"::n:- Pos'GO 
and Tel egraphs . 

St .Pat~icc;s D3Y Parad~t Dublin 

Prior to World ViaI' 11 an Army Parade had been f or years n 
featUJ:'~ of st latrick's Day in Dublin ., 
I n IllorD recent times ( broadly frolli the 19500 onwnrds ) there 
ha.D boon an Indus'i.irial / Cor.mlOrcic.l/Cul turul P:lrade under ·i.·ho 
auspices of the JJationa1 Ae;:ricu~tural and I:nduetrlol J)eyelop~ 
ment ASE:ocicti,)!l (v/hich a.pparently bccame th-:. National 
Deve101-'l!~ent AODoctutioll in 1967 ) . The ore;anisine of .' h~o 
annU:'ll event vme taken over in 1970 by Dubli 1 e[;ion:J} TOlJ.l'i.r:m 
Ol"ganiDation Lin:l ted There hal) been military 1" :':'tie:1.!,;atio .... l 
in -,;11e event (0 0 :;. ArrllY Jj-Jr..d, l?C.A. CO~~L1r .. c.rt;y'1' IJOJL~illGC'~J.t 
of 1ti.ili.lIi,· .. ry Police ). Prior to 1971 t.r..e BD-nti. wan made 
availablo a'L a fee, but s:tncc then no chc.r{~o h~ s boun ).udc; :"01: 
i'/;o 
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(a) 

(b) 

L.._, 

11. Comr.tlcnt~ and r ... commondai;io ::10 ----- ,-
The follow:u'lg COD lents and rccommendati.ons T ~gardin.z t.hGl 
var' OU'3 points refol red vo in pr .cedinG pr J.'n(~r8.phs aro 
furnished:-

Title of Day 

Responsible 
Department 

~ecommendatiQB 

The firs t draft memo The tjtlo should be 
"Day of Pational 
Commemoratioi.1" 0 

from the Minist3T for 
Posts and Telegraphs 
called it "Day of 
Reconciliation". The 
Defence memor'undum "'co the 
Government (uith the 
agreement of the r·1inister 
for Posts and Tele~~rills ) 
called it "Day of Nation.::.ll 
Commemoration and 
Reconciliation" . The 
statement issued by the 
Government Information 
Services. ann01'nc in (~ he 
GOV8I'!"mcnt dec1eion g bald 
"Day of National Comm
emoration." 

The !fIinister for Defence 
has indica"ced tentativfJly 
that responsibility did 
not seem quito appropriate 
to Defence - except a8 
reGards military 
participation. 
The Hinister for Posts and 
Teleeraphs has suegested p 

on [,;rounds of :1. npnrt" nee 
and sensitivity, that 
responsibillty Sh01}~d rcs"c 
wi th the Departrll.ent of the 
Taoiseach. 
Normally the Dep~rtment of 
the Taoiseach does not dis
charge this type of 
responsibility and is not 
particularly eeared for it 
in terms of stuff. Aside 
from the Department of the 
Taoiseach the matter vTould 
seem to belong appropriately 
enough to the Department of 
DefGnce .. 

Rcsponsibility .for 
orc:anisill r; lithe Day" 
ahoulQ be uS3igned 
to the Depar t ment of 
Defence 
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(e) 

.rtc .. .. 

Co .. m!::mor~ti n 
('"" l. el_CJio ~S ) 

4 :;pect. 

Rcccncl1izt.ion 
( = civi l) 
u"'pcct 

Gar-den o f 
Rc:..ocmbrc;;r.ce, 
G .. P .O· li 

Arbour Hill , 
Bodens tollJO , 
B~al na Bla h 

(f) 12th July 

COJ'liJtt • 

he thi k in. on , ~c 

(~ 
.) , 

poi t le t hat t her ' .ouId 
be 'cl lgiou5 cc: moni. 
(jo n t, f p-sslblc ) , n 
pI cos of l!orshi p, d.th 
spe c ! .. p~: - yers - Hor":hcrn 
Ir l a nd to be c~~:eh _nded 
in the ceremonies. 

I f t he prlncip~ _ r l ~g UP 
denoml niltiOl.n can m .. ~t a .<.:le 
fOJ:" the holding of c c cI.onles 
1n 1 orthern It' .land .i t 'll 
be a ll to th~ good. 

The origin. 1 concept iQS 

th-t the ceremonies uould 
be r;'cliglous (draft 
memo-andum o~ Mi.is .e~ 
fo· Post~ and 'J:c1egrc r hs ) . 
I n .;;> much as acceptance 
o f the concept by Norther.n 
I cl nd is ai ll ed at , tlGre 

hOl.lld bG' evoidance of 
c"vi! ccr(' mon1.cs s (:istlnc '" 
fr" tJ· st te - nd local 
reception 0 

Th " underl ying idea of " the 
Oayff is that it would ba 
"one Day" on \:1hlc h t .c s t ate 
\~ould c om:nemora t e a l l \aJho 
dlcd •• o ••• ( individuals a nd 
9- ouPS being free t o hold 
their own com~cmorations )~ 
The crunch point i s \h _ther 
the state \"Jould participate 
in the annual ceremonies in 
Ma y at Arbour Hi!l. Th~se 
c e r e monies are State 
organised, be ing hos t e d by 
the Minister for Defe nce. 

d 

!.le rvices Oil It -he Day 
rtd .he re nho ild 

s . ·~e _~presenla tion 
salec cd scrvi C~ 

(. 0 Pro-Cathedl.~al 
':" 1· S ta j;~t_l--i c.k t rz 

The pObslbl 11ty of 
ha ri 9 ccr l;'llonics in 
T'orthern . "1.: ·. lund 
should be (~.:plored 
with the princip 1 
religirnls den~.in-
i_ tlons .. 

There sho Id be Cl 
Sta te rccep~ion 1n 
p .lblin C(;.~, tle N~d 
lo~til r0.~ pt1on~ , 
o e per county. 

From St 0 Pa tri.cJ- · s 
Da , 1914 the State 
s hould not organic~ 
or participa te in 
any comm~morations 
apart from the 
ceremonies on t he 
day itsel f. 

Mr. M.J. Gormley's suggestion The 12th July shouJ. 1 
- 8 above - is obvious ly weJl - not be decl ared a 
intentione d (crea tinq a bette r second Na tional 
under.stand~n9-beb"een Hboth Holiday • 
.£..ommuni tics 11 - whoever they are) 0 

His theme o f "our mutual 
respect for our Prote stant 
countryme n" is unhc:lPPY. In 
ffect t he i dea is tha t the 

Ba ttle of the Boyne would be 
adopted a s the basis for a 
Second fla t i onal Holiday_ 
Apart from the fact that there 
ought to be only one National 
Holiday, the 12th J u ly is not 
n day which - in t he words of 
the Government sta t ement 
lsoue d on 15/ 8/19 73 - 11 
Ir1~hmen c an share, 
irr.spectivc o f theIr tradition 

I 

I 
J 
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(g) 

/ 

· . 

St. Pi;trick's 
Ony Industrial 
Parade (in 
Dv Iin) 

Defence f~orccs 
(or Army) Day 
- 11th July 

0, 

denomilation or o11tics. 

There is no conflict bC:.b.,! 2n .i"'?/"'--:-'_'0- do_{ 
proposed c:ommemor~tlon of I 

all who died •••••• 
TimingG t 111 ~C ~npo~tant 
cnd arrangements sho\.ld be 
made with the Par~d~ 
Organis 1."0 to ensur that 
the Parade will not 
co-incidc at any vital polnt
locationa11y - wi h tie 
ravelling of the Pre5id~nt, 

'£aoiseach etc to 
commemorate cC!remoni(:!o .. 

Tho Minister for Defence 
has Indicated that the 
11th July ~hould be s~t 
aside uS Defence forces (or 
Army) Day. The day \.'Culd 
be luarked with military 
parade(s) and ceremonial. 

Being the anni,rersf:'ry of 
the An01c Irish TrucG~ the 
11Lh July ie already en 
.rmy holiduy. 

The 11th July sho1l6 
be InorJ: ~d as Defel 0': 
Forces (er hnTlY) 
Day_ 

J 
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