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_ ,; PO::D~L DAY O~.::qLIATION 
Runal &nta (J. IVl-t ~ ~~ V' 

Draft memorandum from the Minister <f/o1- 'Posts and Telegraphs 
for discussion by the Government. 

The idea of one single commemoration for those who died 
for Ireland or were kille~ in Civil strife is basically a 
good one. The idea had already been mooted in regard to 
commemorating the civil war, see copy of Parliamentary 
~uestion on attached file and correspondence on the subject. 
A proposal that the matter should be discussed by the Whips 
of the political parties did not go ahead, but this could 
provide the basis for working out the present proposal . 

The great merit of setting aside one specific day is that 
it could embrace all the anniversaries that arise and which 
will be added to by events in the North (the Bloody Sundays 
etc . ) To be fully effective, however , it would want to be 
all-embracing and to range over all existing celebrations, 
to include even the Armistice Day celebrations at 
Islandbridge (see file attached) . 

I see difficulty about the choice of St . Patrick ' s Day as 
the day of reconciliation . It is the National Festival 
Day and even though ~~climate does not always favour such 
an approach , a change to a more austere purpose could meet 
with strong resistance - the Secretary has already expressed 
this view. It is also the Ndtional Day of Ireland and 
would not be subscribed to as such by , for example , 
Protestant opinion in Northern Ireland . Many in this part 
of the country and the ~inority opinion in the North might 
press for the taking over / the 12th July as the day of 
reconciliation and the imposition of an austere char act er 

~ on that day . There is something to be said for picking 
~aster as the time . There are difficulties because it is 
the anniversary of the Easter Rising But it has Christian 
associations of renewal and re-awak ning which would seem 
appropriate to the regenerative purpose which a day of 
reconc iliat ion would have in mind . It is at present a 
modestly- celebrated day unlike , for example , Christmas Day , 
and is therefore available , so to speak , for exploitation 
in the way envisaged . The choice of c1 new day entirely 
might be best but this might have an artificial quality and 
might not "catch on ll as much uS an existing day such as 
Easter . 

)arallel to any such proposal, having as it does an 
~ ecumenical function , there would have to be consideration 

of the State ' s involvement at the moment in the activities 
of the various churches . I am thinking in particular of 
the way in which the State is associated wit h such ceremonies 
as the installation and consecration of Catholic Bishops; 
the presence of members of the Government and of the 
resident at Catholic ceremonies in contrast to their being 

represented at non- Catholic ceremonies : the association of 
Ministers with Catholic services such as the blessing of 
schools and i nstitut io'1s (t h~re should , I f eel, be a Iv' inister ial 
official opening in the se cases, with a separ ate reli00us 
cervice) ; the practice of the F-res i dent and of ffipmbers of 
the Govern ment 1'is5ing the ring of a Catholic prelate ; the 
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participation of members of the Government in the religious 
services of one particular religion , for example , reading the 
Epistle at a Mass ; the holding of a specidl Mass for the 
openin<; of the ,ireacht dl s and for the inauguration of the 
President t which all s':£ate dign itt klries attend, \Jhile at the 
same ti~c there is representation at rmy Colonel or D~il 
UEputy level at the Protestant services . I think that all 
of these manifestations of the special position" would have 
to be reviewed in the context of the day of ecumenical , 
non-sect2rian reconciliation . Ther should perhaps be .,econw ed anyway. 

9 hibrean 1973 
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