
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2004/21/467 

Title:      Report, by Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave of a  

     meeting held between and Irish government  

     delegation and a delegation from the Social  

     Democratic and Labour Party on 26 July 1973,  

     discussing internment, policing, and the   

     proposed Council of Ireland and Northern  

     Ireland executive. 

Creation Date(s):    27 July, 1973 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

cqv 03.I05'8S
L 

45190)0
0 

REPORT OF MEETING 

A dele Uon from th SDLP compr1.s1 q: 

lvan Cooper, 
Paddy Devl1n. 
. ddy OtHanlon, 

Desmond GUl pt and 
Tom Daly 

met the T4n.a1ste, Mla.tater for Fo.rel Affairs, n1ater for Posts and 

T leqra nd mys 1£ at 3 p. m. on Thu day, the 26th Iu1y, 1973. 

They d they were aQXious to have a me Unq because ot a recen.t 

interview ith Mr. Wh1telaw and also to dlscusa a number at other matters. 

They d t th th m in th fol1owmq order: .. 

They d that tb Imm diate urgent d was to have those 1 temed ln 

Com 8 le d, 11 o! whom were not 1 the I. • A. or had severed 

their OOM ctl0 with the I. R.A.They e id that these 0 l wer& u der­

gOing- co lderable hardship, in particular becaus of the bItter atmosphere 

betw th m a d othe r inte.rnees. They repeated that t re no doubt 

that i 0 re nO .X. R.A. or rao who had severed their 

co cUo Ith the or nlaatlo · 

They then mentio ed the qu sUon. of the Council of lrelartd hav1 q control 

of a. reformed police force. Mr. Coo r aid that the Secretary of State 

had said that the SDLP proposal to put the police fore under the eontrol 

of the Councll 01 Ire1 ad " as counter to that of l.lte In h Ooverrunent. I 

aid, .d this confirmed by th Tll. iste and the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, that the question of tuttf.nq the police urtder co trol of the 

Couaeil of I land had ot been d.f.sc:ussed with the Bnti h Government; 

that the Government he.re had e A.O pl'OpoealB in the tter and that we 

were t loss to unde tan.d how this tmpressl0 could be created. 

They then said that the Se cretary of S had a.1d that w re in favour 

of an immediate ere tion 01 an Execut1 • Again, e re ated that this 

matter had not been discussed except in n ra1 ter • I aid that no 

formal propos ls had been put to Blit1sh Goverrun nt but e bad 

raised, repe welly, the need to reform th police force and ma it 

ace x:table to Catholics nd the sed to estabUsh Council of Ireland and 
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an Ex cutlve with efietive pc1Ner-sharll1g', but that no dettoite 

re> als on how these varl objectives should be ca.rried out 

had en m de. 

W said that we would keep in touch with tb SDLP about all these 

matters. 

The SDLP said that the ProvlSio ' I. R. A. campa1gu was now ended. 

xcept in certain rural areas. 

They discuss d, also, in a qeneral way, the question of the Assembly 

xtwee 
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