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of violence aEd i mprov ed. st atistics in rel at ion to the apprehension of' wanteli 

persons, fi nds ofax'T1lS, o::.r.n!.lunition and explo s ives, etc . In this i mprov6ment, 

the active eo-operation of the lrh:h ail.thori.ties i s a significant facto:::- B.nd 

t hE) British have acknowledg'cd this co- operation on many occasions reee r:tJ y ~ 

IJ8.rti.cnJJ..ax13r in. respect of R,cti"f,iti. er:: Gll Ol~ close to t h.8 bordGX'jJ 

2. In spit e of thi s improvement, there are a number of aspect s of the gerwr'al 

secu:.city situ:}tion in Northern Irel and which continue t o give rise ~;o f.,'.r:!:':VG 

coneern . '1'he b igge st singl e fact or in this regO'(l , and one ';'fhose impo:ct!'JJlC8 

cannot be ove:c:r.ated in ten ns of the wellbeing alia. wolfax'e of all persons :t.n. 

the period between 1 st April 1972 and 31 st July 197 3 there were 186 such 
I 

iaS [1SJ3Sinations of civilicns; 62 of these murders were .committ ed in the fi:r:st: 

88ven month~j of this yeaJ::. Of the 186 who were murdered, few if any 'were 

acknowledg8Q members (If extremist groUl)H. "i33 of those k:Llled were Catholics 

and S:.1 Protest ants. Of the 186 assassinations 155 took pl ace in the e,'L'ea-ce:e 

Belfast aY.'8a., of which 110 were Catholics. '11hus, in an area where Catholi()s 

/form approxime..tely 25% of the ove:>:all po:pulatior~, they number about 70% of 

those assassinated. The conclusion must be that the vast majority of these 

civilian 8,ssassinations a:r:e done by LOYHlist extremists as acts of na.l<ed 

CRtho15.cs (or Protestants) and not because of suspected polit :L c:al lnvolv8ment. 

3. Despite the relatively high number of Catholics assassincl.ted, the bulk of the 

activities of the security forces continues to be directed against t he 

Nationalist 0ommu.nity. While it is understandable tha t the main thJ:ust of 

mililaJ.7 pressure must b e conc entro..ted in minority areas, it is not unre1:;son·-

it to warrant more security activity . than. is ta.-'l<lng place at present . Vie 

welcome the steps alre ady- taken by the British autho:citics to combat 

ass a.ssinations ( e .g. the setting up of the anti.- assassination squad early 

thi s year): howeiler , We f eel that t hese meD.sures must be increased signific8.Xltl 

with, perhaps , extra personnel being assigned 1;0 the assassination invest- _ 

igations and additional patrols near assassination bl ack- sIJots, especially at 

night. ~:he effects of such measv.res\yould be greatly increased . by a wid.e

spread. publicity campR.ign. 

4. rl'he Irish authoritie;:! also view grave1y the continued existence and activities 

of extremi st l.oyalist Orgslli.sations - sueh as t he U.D.A., U.F'.T'., etc., wbich 

openly advocat e 8,n d e a:rr;y- out aets of terrori sm , intimidation and viol ence. 
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'l'he leaders of these organisations have repeatedly c:laimed 2~nd demonstrated 

that they possess and are prepared to use large qU2Irtities of arms, ammunition 

and explosives. Members of such org81lisat i ol1s have been re11eatedly involved 

in the mos t extreme forms of violence against members,' of the minority cODJITllmi ty ; 

such violence is obviously clo sely connected, both actually and psychologicalJJ 

with the assassina t ionpatterns mentioned above. 

5. We believe that the attitude of the security forces to extremist Loyalist 

violence is conditioned principally by two considerations:-

(a) a military consideration that the army cannot afford to find itself 

operating on'two fronts at once and 

(b) a political fear of facing directly the full implications of Loyalist 

rebelllon. 

The British authorities have also 'consistently refused to accept the clear and 

consistent evidence linking such extremist organisations with direct 

involvement in violence. This reluctance is also manifest in their toleration 

of the infl wnmatory and intimidatory statements of Mr. WHliam Craig, who is 

now an acknowledged leader of the various groups whichco·-ordinaic the 

political acti.vities of such extremist organisations. 

6. The Irish authorities are also deeply concerned at the unchecked growth of 

terrorist type inti.midation in ,Northern Ireland, especially in Belfast. It , 
is clear that 9 to a laTge ctegree J such intimidation has been caused by members 

of extremist Loyalist organisations. These acts of intimidation generally 

relate to housing and the minority community h!3.ve borne more tha.'1 their 

proportionate share of injury in this regaL'd. Northern Ireland statistics 

show that approximately 83% of the reported cases of intimidation refer to 

intimidation of members of the minority community. The detection and 

conviction ratee for such crimes are very low and there are documented cases 

of inactiv~ty or downright toleration of intimidatioll on the part of the 

security forces. 

7. The Irish Government is disturbed by the clear evidence of a one- sided 

approach by the British authorities to the question of arms searches and finds. 

We have reason to bel bve that between November 1972 and June 1973 the securit y 

forces searched 436 houses of the Loyalist cOIDITlunity and 3,708 houses of the 

minority comm1L~ity. Over that seven month period greater supplies of 

arr.munition and explosives were consistently found in the Loyalist houses. 

Despite the high yield from searches of Loyalist-owned or occupied proper:ties, 

the British authoritie s appear to ha.ve made little effort to increase the 

nurllber of these searches or to bring them into line with the high level of 
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searches of minority-owned or o.ccupied·l)rOpertie>:. 

8. oUr information indicates that there has been some reduction :tn the; ,1evel . 

of haras!3ment , by the British army .of nlinol~ity areas Md in the occ1p.~ren~e$ 

of acts of brutality by the security f orces towards apprehended persons, ' At 

t he same time, we are aware of at l east ,10 grave brutality cases in the period 

February to July 1973 . Information on harassment is necessariiy vaguer lU'1d 

l ess subject t o check; we have had recent reports of an increas ed level of .. 
army activities in recent weeks i n relation to the Andersonstown area of West 

Belfast and the Creggan area..in Derry. Thi.s increased activity invol ves 

s aturation screening of youths and young adults, det ent ion up to a p.eriod of 

72 hrs., the checking of ?~1 types of personal information and, . occasionally, 

casual violence. These processes have been described to us as showing a 

return by the a.rulY to ' a search for a military victory or, at least, an eff'ort 

to make the R~ 11. C. more acceptable by contra.st. 

9. It is suggested. that, in the context of thi~ paper, the Taoiseach may' wish 

to emphasise especially the connected issues of sectaria..'1 assassinations and 

toleration of Loyalist extremist organisations . The B:citJ.sh are v-nlnerable 

on both these issue§ as the ascertainable facts of the matter are clearly 

against them. I n cor..n8ction with these twin t.hemes, the Taoiseach may also 

wish to utilise the paper on internment which shows that from the introduction 

of internment to date about 2,000 members of the minority community have be;l1. 

irlterned and detained without trial while the number of members of extremist , 
Loyalist org8Jlisations interned comeS~OSu.bsta..'1tia.llY ·less t han 70. 

(The information and arg~ments us ed above are based on material submitted 

to the European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg on the 8th September, 1973) 
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