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IJlhe forty-first meeting of the Northern Ireland COlrJnission Vias held. at Stormoni: 
Castle on J\Ionday, 7th May 1973. 

The attendance of members was as follows:-

frho Secretary of State, in the Chair 

Lord Yiindlesham, Mini.ster of State 

Mr T Conaty : 

Mr A E Gibson 

Professor N Gibson 

Mr N Kennedy 

Mrs A 1'I:a10ne 

JHs s S J!,urnaghan 

Mr J JI Hicholl 

MrJ OtIrara 

Mr R ]3 Priee 

Mr n J) Holston 

( 

'11ho Secretary of State t.old the Commission that he had. decided after consuJtatio[! 
with the s(~curi ty forces to extend th,':) hours of polling in the Af;~2e;':lbly elC'chcn 
to 8.30 pm. This was the .maximum possible extension in the Cl}:cui-nstcmces. ralere 
couJd be no change in the arrangement, indicated <3;t the last )~e(1tine:! that only 
those who had. been eWGeptcrl a.s pOBtal voters in the local govenment election 
could vote b;! post in ·the Assembly election. Extfmsive advertising ~·ro-'::. d make it 
clear thcut a.pplica;t:i.oYls, in respect of both elecUons 1 mus t be in by 17tfl I.I,-"-}'. 

A member considered that it ·;:as 3.ndefenf;.i.ble in tJ:at case that th~) PQstal vot i.ng 
directi.on:') Ol'! the local g·ovenllnent e18cti(m poll eard made no I'efe:r.;en88 to thc:i.:::· 
applicD.t ~ 011 to the Assembly el ection, The S ecret,wy of S t::J.te saj.d th<'.l.t evc:cy 
possibJe effort \'{ould be made to avoid misunaers-c2.nding, but in view of the short 
time between the elec·bons and the unpr8cedented scale of tbe posta.l voting 
permission it ·Viould not be possible to extend the period. for th.e receipt of 
applications. 

The SecY.·e tar~r of Stat2 sa:Ld that polling staff ',7o"ld wear badgofl to avoid be:;_ng 
mist2.).mn for pP:r~? Qn2.tir.)l1 C:l. gent~~ (who w()uld no longer be allc\l!ed to sit bes ide 

Presidi!1r.~ officers). Wes-cFlinster I,:~lS ·,:auld be allowed to be oresent at l)o LLinr;o 
~..J , "' _-' 

stat.ions as observ8:'s . 1}.1he Army would not have ];0';,;0r to arrest persCY;s 81JSpectE~(i. 

of p2]~SOna tiOE <_3 its function VlolJ.lci ':Je to keep oro.8r. In reply to Cl. w::::iber v:he 
o.uestionec.. the :;xactic8 of entering the eJector's registration rU.L11[)er on the 
COlmtf::r:feil of the ball.ot payer, the Sec:r.etar~r of state sai(~ ·Ul:;;.t the point ,,'{ouJd 
be eza:,d.:Jca but \'!hatcver was the pI':cwtice in UK elections elsewhere Yfould b~" 

follo\,ied in this election. 
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EXTDAD In eN ']'0 'l'HE IepUBL I C 

1'he Secretary of S ta"te expla.inod the ext:r:adi tion arr::mgcmentn Ri th the Hepubli c 
and the independent posi hem of the courts . In the case which was the s ub jec t 
of UJ)A agitation, the quest ion a t is sue had been vilwther t he offence alleg::d to 
have been committed in the Ilepublic by tbe defendan t \'/as of a poli t ic2.l na (;u:r o. 
The courts had found that the offence was not of a l")oli Hcal nature and. the 
automati c cOl1secluence would be extradition unl ess the man concerned aTJpealed 
succes~.fully on this point to the House of Lords. Anyone who felt tha t he could 
produce evidence exculpating the man i'ras entHled to persuade him to appeal. If 
an appeal fail ed or Vias not brought t here v{ould probably be hostile LTDA 
demonstrations ano. a ttempts to a}::ply pres 2lUre, but the decisions of the cour'~;s 
could noJc be i nterfered \Vi th. He was aware that t he goverrunen t of the HO ;,'u.blic 
had be en criticised on acc ount of some of its clecis i ons but itB action had been 
eqUc'l.lly dependent cin the decis i ons of i ts courts. In connection \Vi th the r e cent 
explos i ons at Crossmaglen h e expressed a pprecia;tion for the very extensive 
assistance and c c- operation 'Ilhich had boen received imm eci.iately from the 
authorHies in · the Hepublic. 

" 

A mEH:Joer urged tha t the Secretary of State shouJ.cl ll12.ke his pO'.'lerlessness to act in 
this mat ter ab~olutely clear to the publ i c. Two other membors, express ing 
apprehens ion at I'C::ccnt UJ)A stat.ements, fol t t hq.t it would be disa~'l trous if :that 
body should appear able to influence the CODrse of Justice. '.rhe 8 ecrc::tn:rv of S t8.te 

. ..------------"'-------.• 
was' asked if he Y!ould. find out for the Comr:)i ssion rrh8ther the Director of P·ubJ. it: 
.!!.~c~.ltJ()nf'=--';iO·~lJ. be taki s:; ;:!.lly' <lcb ~n 0:1 I\~ r Her:r.:on 18 r eport.ed s ta~e1E.~Qi:~.i;o d~~~ 
invol vinti poSSX\:l].-8 c~:mter.lEt 0.1' intimic.a t ion . Another member drew a ttention t o 
reports of t he crew of cm Army vehicle'! appoaring to obey an order of a UDA officer 
during the recent one-hour stoppage of traffic. 

courSE or JUSTICE 

A member referred to some verdicts by juries in recent cases in Belfast, Armagh 
and Londonderry '<':hj.ch he considered to h ;:vo been pervorse. He suggested tha t the 
trend shown by these verdicts '\'I o~ld justify the postponement of cases in t he 
, scheduled 1 category noVl due for hearing UIl til the p,':.ssing of the Northern Ircl2.nd 
(Emergency Prov ision s ) Bill permitted trials without jur ies. 

T~e Secreta.ry of State agreed that some of the verdicts furnished ground for 
apprehr-msion but h G felt that the g:ca-ri.ty of t he si tua.tion as a w~ole ','::.:t<J for 
the Di'.r:'ector of Public l' ro secutions to a ssess. There had also been some consid81'<~;'~ l 
convictions by juries recently. Moreover the Diplock proposal8 did not seem likely 
to have an easy or o.lJ.ick pa~,s age through Parliamont. A membe r suggested that t he 

. Diplock proposals mi ght be more accep table if tb ey provided for trials to t ake 
place before more than one judge . In his view trials without jury were urgently 
required. The Secretary of State thanked the members fer these perhaps unpop1.~l ar 

expressions of opin ion. 

lviAZE PllISON 

As notice had been given of points which a member wi shed to raise, the lilinj ster 
of State made a s tatement in vihich he revie;,ed the incidents leadi.ng up to the 
recent prohibi tion of food parcels and explained t hat the GO'\"ernor wi thc:.revr this 
collective puni shl:Jent on 4th 1.;ay in vi cY{ of its not having been applied in t he 
case of previous 2.ttempts at es cape. lJisciplinary charges Vlould. be bro-..;.ght againsi 

2. 
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individuals conco:m.ed in any fut"tll'e a>tte rnpts. On a flu'ther point about the 
prohibi tion of the UBe of Irish t he J)oi nt8d out that censorship of l(:;t-ters in 
Irish VlOll,ld present alrnor;t iDsu~ ,erable Ill~oblmt1s fo'r.' tbe staff, InscriI)ticns 
supporting' vio lence or illeGal activit.i.0.:3 'could not be pormitted on handicraft 
articles sent out of t be prison, cll1Q this Inea.ut that such j nr, criptions also h,,1,(t ' 
to be legible to the s taff. 'Long Kcsh' was objoctod to as not beinG the proper 
ti qe of the prison. It Vias agreed after discus;::ion that the points rai sed in 
connection with handicraft aJ~ticles sl~ch as l)laqu()s should be considered further . 

I 

The Minister of State pointed out that complaints about the 1n'ison had come from 
both ;iides of th(] cOfiununi ty, for exal:1ple l a-"/yers acting for UJ)J;, and UVF L ;J:iates 
h acl refuseo, to be seare;hed but this reo.uircmcnt had not been lifted. r1'he Secretary 
of state said tha t he was not prepared to relax this precaution ;',;hi ch hau been laid 
do','mas part of the security a:crangemcnts.. He agreeci to look into a rei ter2.ted 
c omplaint by a member that Cro\'ln Solicitors were sub ject only to spot checks while 
other lawyers were invariably sc::arched on enter:ing the prison area. 

SEcumrl'Y 

The Secrct2vry of ;:;ta t e expressed some satisfaction at the reduction in the number ; 
of shooting inciCi.enb . In rep-ly to a member who referred to recent cases of 
shooUnl:'. by soldiers the Secretary of State saici that there had been no cheUlge in 
the • yeller:: c8.)'d tins trnction:::: or in the act i on which woulc1. follow a failure t.o 
observe them. If the failure involved a. bre<:Lch of the law the case would be dealt 
v{i t h in the courts , and if it did n et the soldier's commanding officer vrould deal 
with t he case . In relation to th:ree specifi c instances cited by t he member, 
,b.e ar:re.9d to C!5~::~!rtain t}1£..22~ults of-I:l~])-t~.LJnve'-jtiE;:l.;t~ __ on.§_! __ He 2.J~~Cc:::£.()d. t<,?, 
look into Cl, }~eo.~:.cst for stf~hsticf! of b::::"0achc~ of HIe lyelJ.o:1 card ' ~t:r-'l~ctiorl2 

;;;hi c~;J1ad b.~_ c s t8.b~~9:.. 

The Secretary of State agreed in response to another member . t h a.l~ h e would look 
into any cases brought t o his notice of soldiers c ompelling 'Persons , apparen -!~ly 

as a plL.'1isbment, to s tand in an uncomfortable search posi tion for an unnccess8>rily 
long per:i.od~ 

A member compla.incd of the fa i lure of t he Army to provide information, even in 
approx ima te terms , on the results of investi e;a Hons into coml)laints made by the 
public. ,f11h8 f:'£E.E.~~~12.~t§!:~e Ct/;-:ceecl .. _to TEake furUwr enCluit:L:,s ~~ __ J:.£._thc~ 
_avaUo,oHi. if of~ch infQ;:·::na.tion. 

The Secretary of Stat e said that he would be required in Parlianent on i',:onday , 
14 t h 1.Iay, in c onnec t ion with the propOsed clause on capital p1.mish.'11ent in the 
Northern Irelan,i (Emergency Provi sions ) Bill. frhe Cons ti t uLonal Bil l Yiould 
probably be published on the Tuesda.y CUl.:l arrange:J[ents v:ould be Eiade to dclj,ver 
copi as to members immediately. Although prior consultation on the Bi ll had not. 
been possibl 0 i n view of t.he timetable r eql)irements it couJd be amended in d.wtaLls 
and he would like merilbers to discuss it i'iith him on I/:onday, 21 3t Ma.y, before the 
second reading. 

N or the:cn I rel82:cl Office 

10th May 1973 
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