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, 
P3RSOHAI, l:l2SSAGE :::lWI:1 ':ns HI'.HOlT. ::;J)'.I.AIm ER\'TH HP 

TO rv:'l1 LIAYt CCSG]EV1~ ~eD 

As jTou. knoi." Fir \'1hi t ela,.; has been tall;: ing for some '.<I8 8]es 

He 1v2.8 able to g ive Dr Pitzge:c2 l6 

an acco"J.nt of pY'Oc:r~-:'C8S , \·,hich ha s been S1..l.rpris j.n{;l.y good., \·rh8::-1 

they met on 8 November. . Hr \'1hi telau explainp.d the need :for ej. 

Unio n i s t rD.s.:i o~~ i t y on the Executhre, . and for rilr Paulknep to be 

Chief Executive mAmbero 11here was, I underste.r:. d, genera l 

2.[,rreement on the need f or S1-r:i..ft action. 

2. This I'leek IV:r Vlh:L t e la .... ' has conti.:nued ,his t cdks . It is 

evident .... ,i8 have now' reached the stage v!hen the s.c~ L!atte:rs ,,1\) f:i t b'J 

brought to f :, c0l'lcl-us ion . If 'ltle miss this mOrfl8l!.t it TiJ.2.y rlot 

recur. ~r ~hitelaw'b~s two responsibilities t o ?nrliament - first 

orders , ;:l,nd second to see t11cit "a Northern Irel:?Y.d. Bzec;utiv8 C2. r. 

be :forr:~ed. ',·;htch , ho.vjng rega rd to the SU'DTort it c O~T :2.na 2 in the 

Asser:lhly c.nd. to the electorate on i'ihich th8,t. su'~-::o:rt is 'b2 :3ed. , i s 

'1lhi s rr:e:,:ns 

an :Sxecutive ;t,i:t:}; a Unionist jri2. ~ori-t;v. 

other responsible 't.1nionis+'s \'Tho a re anxious to vT(J):'k t he 1](;; 1;i 

settleQent in COO·OCTe. tion vJj.th the SDL}? r:;ould net G: .. n,' vi'IC I'li 1;f;out 

t}i~ t n q i ori ty : 9.. DC. I,d thout their participa ti.on there 'ltTi 11 be no 

Executive. 

to Er }i'c;n.:D:!1er and Er Fi tt th"l.t tr:.ey a re t() be Chief :Sxs cuti ve 

Nember and Denuty Chief Executive T'lember re~rpe ctive.l.y. To 

may choose a further five E::;:'Ecu-cive members \'Tho i:111 be res·oor:si hI e 
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for Commerce, ~:nv:i_r()rJment, Education , Agriculture, and CorrJ";iuni-Ly 

Relations. ~J.1:rrrough I~r Fi tt he 1'Till offer the SDLP a further 

tr..re e Executive r.lembers, respons ible for Finance, JI~anpO)·!er, Ee2Jth 

and Social Security. The SDLP Hill a 180 l)e offe red the post of 

Chief ~'lhip , thouGh outside thA Executive. Thus there '\vtll be 

U.nionist Exe cut:L''ire mp. mbers, [:;.nc1 five others, four SDLI> a nd, it i s 

hoped, one Alliance. ~\here ma y be some chc:m.o:e in the alloca ti 011 

of Departments, h'J.t this is the best innica tion I CelD give you 

at the moment. 

4. 1'he SDLP alreacly. havo so:r..:e idea of this 0·11.tc0JD.e 1 a.nd indeed 

... .:;he 'OrOGS have ca.rried leaks ~ They may comple.in but. the EJenSO 

of the political realities in Northern 1rolanr1, should persuade 

thOr:l that this hJ not on1y Cl reason2.blf~ settlement but moreover 

oper!.s tb~ T'l?,.Y to 2. tota 11y ne~'T situation giv:ing tl-'em a maior S2.Y 

and reaJ infl uen ce in the affairs of Northern Ireland.. 

vThole offers sufficient attractions to 2.11. I am asking Sir Art:-n.L! 

G?.lm~orthy to visit Belfast next I':onday, so that he DD.;y be :;:'u.11,y 

briefed by I·Ir Uhitel:n'[ on the si t1.l.ation, 2.nd be in a posi t :l.Oll 

to previde you 'wi th any additional informa t.ion on his retuI'n to 

DublLl1 • I i"m.ud J ho'\"ever 1 li1c8 to indicate to ;you the "T,>!c.y in 

'Hhich OUT minds are workillg. 

6. First, vIe think the Council of Ireland should figi..lre pr omin ... ::r:,tJ..: 

in Hr "\;hite1::1iv's statement. 2here is obviously a limit to ttA 

decisions that c s.n be t2.ken in advc.nce of consult8.tions. Br:.t 

/ vre 

SECRE'.r AHD Pl~}lSONAL 
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can 
\·reh for exa rn.ple, r eaffirm publicly t h:!. t 2. bil2. tera l North-South 

Counci.l HOlI.Id be a ccer-'i e.b1e to :fiTiG as reg3.Y'ds devolved subjects: 

though a rre.nge IJent s ~'Till be nece s sary to safeg'1J.ard our interests 

in the ares. of finance. l'[e ca n a lso announce OV-1' C;. greerlent to t he 

proposi tion ( vrhich Vie lmderst~l1d is favoured by the SDLP and. 8.1 3 0 by 

your ovm Governnent) tr.a t there should be t1'lO tiers, 1vi th a 
~ 

separa t8 and 2.dvisory level involving mer:1hers of the D~dl and the 

AsseL'lbly in addition to the Government-Executive level. This 

puts pressure on Nr Faulkner to move tovlards his SD1P collec~gues. 

Simila rly He ,'rould. 2.gree to the proT' o si t10n t ba t the Council 

s~ ould have some execl..ltive i'unct :ions: and, finally, '118 \'lould ag:::.l X'l 

:pu blicly sta te t h2.t He 8nv.i s8.ge tba t t he Council could pl0- Y et. u'.se:::\)] 

role in. relation to c erta in sub i pcts reserved ::'01" the time being 

to the United Kin,gdom Governr:q.ent, and on \·[hich BNG w'ol<.1d. ne8d t o be 

represented • HOvT this might be done ,'iQuld need agreecent betl'le Cn 

. the t1'lO GOi.re r n liient s and the Northern Irela nd Exec1.1.tive. 

7.. Thj.s lea ds natura lly t o the conc ept of a COT::L1.8n l a'd enforcer!"-;; J~J: 

area . This ~ if a chieved, could off er reaSS L.lr c·.nce t o th Cl s e 

especially amor..gst the IDa;iority coro..rnll.'1ity in t he ITorth -.. ,ho u~rnt 

to see ter~orism t a ckled on a n a ll-Irel a nd ba sis, e nd a t the same 

time it "rould encour:::.ge those in the ~inori ~y 2.nd in the Renuolic 

";-;hoseek a Council of Ireland ~"i th s icrlific2.nt duties. 

recogn.ise tr'::.t a (;o~on lmT en:f'orceL~er, t a rea is 2. pro~o sal of 

very cons ider a ble complexity, certa inly invo l ving legi:=llsticr.., <l ::1d 

almost certainly an adju.stment in the traditional conc2ut of 

dome$tic jurisdicti.on tr.at }1.as hitherto governed all our la,;'[. 

This is not somethin,g vie ca n arrange over-ni8ht py ~dministr? tive 

/I~; ~.L . . _ Co. (, 
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fia t, a nd it is im~Jortant, if together l'le a gr ee to try to bri ng 

this 8.bout~ tLs.t 1':8 ID2.ke a sur-cess of it. At the sa~e time it is 

important to m2inta in the political momentum. ~1e shall need to 

recons ider i-Tith you hOv1 best this important matter ca n be urgent ly 

examined , p ossibl y by means of a joint study. 

8~ There rem2 ins the hurdle of 'I'Thether t he '1.1:'iparti te Confer ence 

should precede or follow the formation of the Executive. The 

SDLJ? and the Unioni s ts, "l'11108e coopera tioR ~~ s f e llm-r me~b8rs of 

an Executive 've cu~e s o nea :?, to achieving, r emai n obst ing,teiy 

cHvide c1 on thts j.ssue ~ 8,nd j_t is absurd that sur: Ce ss sbould be 

frustra t ed on 2~n essent.ially ::!rocedu r a l poirl.t • 

.. 
the ide2s you put fcr1'rard at Bald 0 Y1...ne 1 , !!lcdified to t ::J:-:.e aCC01J.]"l.t 

of prO.9:r8SS s i nce c;, chj.eved in the Stol~mont t a lks. 

9. I hore Sir Jl..rthl.'.r G.:-::.lS\·lorthy i'rill e 2. 'Y'ly next I'l e ek af t er hi E: 

v lrd.t to J3elfo.s t, be 2.ble to g iYE; you a dditioml.l informa tion 0 :1 

other relevant matters. 1'1eam'rhile, ID2y I most ea rne s tly re c.:,ue st 

tl'l.-'?. t you keep the se Batter s uholly con:fi.den ti2.1. 

vTill. most probably be -cresented to the Pa rtie s on 19 iTovember; 8.nc1 

Parlianent l'1ill be told soon afterviards, most pro-bD-bly in the 

Deba te on 22 Nove~ber. Whatever the Par~ies' reactions, we feel 

vre must present 2. rackage on these lines to P 2.rli21Ilent. 

16 Ucvember 1973 
SECR3T Al:fD PERSO~IlJJ 
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