
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2003/16/465 

Title:  Copy letter from Donal O’Sullivan, Ambassador 

of Ireland to Great Britain, to HJ McCann, 

Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, 

reporting meetings with Sir Andrew Gilchrist, 

former Ambassador of Great Britain to Ireland, 

and Alistair Burnett, editor of the Economist, 

relating mainly to the reaction by Northern 

Ireland Protestants to political developments 

there. 

Creation Date(s):  6 June 1972 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   4 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

aWl! '''Tlm 

'" 
I , 

.ttUle 6th • .1 

You ha"'e no 4Gu'bJ, ,al.ready $EU'l'l 'th. _tiel, .in yellteI?4;a.r"$ 

fime. 'P, Daft' \1]01)4 but I Ml a'HaClt:n,-BS a cop~ for ®~llV.l'U:el'1ee 

Qf raftiJre:nofh Woo4 is Lobbr Oo:rtrlt,polldet (J'f 'The fl$es" 1, 

i"Ggardefl a$ a3"o~lJ.8t of Mgh a-tbdltl8 ,and is beUe'Ve4 

to be v.:.ry ~oh 0-. the tnsi:Cl. ,1nlt'$latlon '0' G'f.)vQ~nm(!.nt 

tMmdng.. _ t'e&'EH)f! to~ eal.Unga.ttentlellts Ms: ar-biol. 

is tha"b 1t WUldr),Ot ~rls. nleat all it a kttrt ... fl.r~ 

$lld aOuM~u.t o-perat4.on is: ~$~ we;?' in re~ to the 

type of~~m$n~ .tf) su.('Ieee4 the perj;od of .Pll'iObga:t'~n. 

I art st~eng'h$ne4 in thi$ tf,UlUng $.8 a result, of two meetings 

:r had u.st&rdaY' e.nd.on wbtoh. 1; $.lt1 now l'ePl:r1'1n&' 

!he :fil',$., tJf tbe .• $ WS,;$ wit., $iJ? AnA:r~w GUe~ls,tI who came! 

to ~Ut6. me by 'pll'10~ _~~.¥\t ,.at .• nav, 'morning. ~m 

bl$ relnarka, he· $$ems 'to '.£n tal~l,e.lo$. toU'oh 'b!l)thrt th 

Sll' Al..o ana _ ~h LoHa~l_'~QbQ'U'b "he N()~1ih . In. 

1$:0' I thiink beo"s hte ,Pti' •• "nt ,.ob 'to '11. tntl.:'\aenO'fltPt 

Sill' Alto.Wh.e· main JO'1nts 1ltUU Sb iat~ •• mQ.~e W$l'$ tb,~_ ,-

(1) the risk Qt ,e.s.;r1rY\ltt ~W$~an' baCkl.amh 1* 

now v.l;')' l!$81. In. faQ.tlt has nlx-eadys'tawted 

ae Is E1"f't4'en.O'ed 'DU' receat Sh.<J'!~ of~a t~llQS 11 

(2) SOme,..tu1:. Will M"~ .., lI1&m$;de q;ut(3klr 'ti& the 

.&,~0l"1 t,., ot,h.~ •• , th. JOlt! 1ti4l11eO\ild ser1oual.y 

4.,.rlorat.,. fM,$ trd~ tmlSt tHe 1Jh. 10111 Ilt 
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early mo,vea ~n the d1rtt'Otlon of f1,ndlng a reasonably 

aO<l,e,1iablct int.rb s:o'~u.tlon. 

(,) NegotiatioM' toward. 'tiMe end will have to lnvolve 

theeleoted re~ •• entat1v.s North and South. There 

can be no qtuJatiQn ot b .. 1llgingthe IRA 1~ talks. ' 

I said that a g.l:"o,,1fl& number of people her. seem to 

teel that the IRA shoul.cl at least havechannelsot 

oommunica.tion. f1.me is runn!ngout and the $ .D.L.P. 

I!JhOuld be ,strongly urged to move :from 'the'ir present 

obdu»ate stance. 

(.4) Arq moV4(t towards an interim solution must lnelude 

aeoeptanQ,e of ta.need tG; restore i!eme fOl'il1ot 

'demoora:t;Lc r.pr.a~n.atlon in the NC)rth. As a ,Dl1ntiztum 

it ltJ.1.1 be n.oe$sar', to have' at, s tGrDlo'nt :an a.ssembly

QOtapr1s1ng the eJ..Gted rflpresenta.tlvee.The hnot1ons 

of the allsemblyeould De .atrLctly 11m1 ted. I t need 

ha.ve l..lttle 0:1' no exeoutive power but wolUdbe 

requh'ed ma.inly to l'etleat pu,bl1.a opilUOl1 on th. wa.y 

.1n whi<Jhthe area ia'beUlg and shQuld 'b., adm1nla.ter$d • 

. ~t sald that it this were 1npract1ce to look like 

1nt.grat~Q:n it would be entirelY' unae, •• ptabJ.e. 

(,) S1r An4rew t s final point was: that there should be a 

Oouno:11 01 Ireland with ecl~ear'ly defined. func'til.one 

primarily of an econom1cchara.cter.. :r told Sir 

Andrew that I CQuld ,see merit in thiS -point but, I 

tel t the. t something more than a. Counoil vi th purelY 

economie funot4.ons:ls now needed. Whil.e he protesse4 

to support fully the idee. of a. untt., Ireland all. 

his ~nformat!oJ1 suggests that the Governm.ent cannot 

be persu.aded to depart from its present, stand "a.t 

any- rate tor some oonsiderable t1tne"'. 

Si%' Andrew thinks the idea of per1Gdicpleb1eoi tee in the 

North!s a great mistake and Ministers here are nowhaVlng 
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m1'«1~ :$\)O'u" it. lfoweve~J' the,- l1a'ft ple~ tltemae].".. 

sea. tb pol ... aM :1 t would probably be 41ftt·cu1t ~or them to 

drop it 1XN., 

Late. I ~ ·t1$ ,...t, a"t 1_0')1 ot, JUJ, .. tair ~t.J E4itol'l' oZ 

file, ECOllOl'd.."., iO rq ~1ae' ll& bad w1;'21 1t1Il: Ms seven 

stUdo!!" peo,l • . an4 out' •• ftUc veat 'Oll ~1S.1 'att.l' 4 .,·.m. 
A l.otrJt our oo ... a.on wu _~ oa •• If Girth _t the 

4UJlJUHl.a. dlAlI'tilabl.. OV$I" a 'wld.' fls·l.d.. Mr. bn.'.ha4 

~.~~ e'U1ier in tha _~ 'f)tQiI __ lfqrth 11»" he 

had .pell't aeoupl..· -of .~ with w.:. " ,e I41t:(Jr ;(loUtu.) .. 

Mr. Georae nit • . 

Iot'11 ~ ..... th_l ..... :ail .xtr:.el, ~btpr9ue4 a1 lrbat th.q 

had to'~., la p~cul.er Q.ef' 1".~ th$~_.;tfmt 'b$;*lMh 

eIlIalHu, :anaUt,. the!utfl1tl ~ -••• bat.a.I't •• 1'1 

theft i.. a .e()~n_tMa ~!l thftm ._ "he Amy in whlob 
o 

s.,.J,)od7 is ld.lle4 "all hell ,,.uJ..4 be ~et lr~ . 'Wh1le 

an iJ1eeaaltiB .. ber ot' the . ,3.Or1 t, .. part1C1l1u17 _.e 111 

tile "bu.1ne.:SHCiro'l"', -aM beoOlld:;!ijJ ru1pe4 W bctil'ig pal't .'l' 

eo 'wutedlftlew1, 01!e dlqfi th ..... eIl1.te an4 th.,O'~ 

el.etrti oll tJae Protestant 81.4. ha .... 'beoae I'Il\leh. '1I1OD menacing,. 

t he tbl"$a' 1'roIl V~ ahOul4 .,t be: \U¥le~"*l b.o~ 

both Cr&1gani 'mlU , tiel "her o,twho.. 1. t-wq*l&at,. are 

1oo$4..Dg thea tllflol1enw, • 

•• :re lfluetbe an earl3' pa'ure to tu hUd.l.J.:ners' la tna f'QN 

ofn$fiGt.1e.tlOM lfhlcb _ut lHl ,M.a, not. to 0. . •• 41l.3JJ'L\t . AS 

ollt' OOl1vu.a~loin d ... 101*l 'what· .tltruoka. fGl"c.f1d13 ne . ,hat 

the ;po1rl-ts advanoed ~ tb - table _re. -_p't (tn matte __ 

ot' detall.,1.4ent1cal With. *_ I bad heu4 -euU. n-
Sll' ~.w.; :For Obp1e.t wldle the Ae .. hl"r atStGmon' 

woUld ~ ll1tdtdzna1n:17 to lrCJflNt pubUoop!nton 1 t . could 

be B1ven ft. tbir4 read.1Jlg tunoUoB _ 1.g1slat~.1l~'ee1;~ 

the !lonh" i A cl~17 def1ned: ~rk tor""e~ olJJ8ft' 

.QO~O 4OOpeht1oll be.e •• he No:J!'t:h a.n4 SOuth WUld. 'ne." 
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to be establish.ed and this should plaee special emphae:1.s on 

regional polioy in the EEO context. Because of the close conununi 1Jy 

of economic interest bet''1een the two parts o:f the island it might 

be a helpful etep to include No'rthern officials in some capac1'by 

in our delegations :tor economic talks in Brussel.e", 

Towards t he end C)iour talk whe.l1 I made an observat.r1.Gn on th$ 

un.reasonable lengt h Qf' my stay W1'bh them, Alista1r Burnet told 

m6 t hat they reoentl.y had the Prime M1nisiHt,r i&:f!' a s .1ml1ar lunoheon. 

They had a wide r~~ disoussion with him which also, lasted 

unt11 after 4 p.m. 

As he lTae .seeing me out Mr., Burnet toJ.d me that he. had had a 

private dinner meeting in Bel1'ast on Sunday evening ,,,ith Mr.Faulkner. 

He s aid he didn f t want to mention thiS in the presence o.f h,is 

colleagues", He knows ~Jfr. Faulkner wel.l and they had a long and 

very frank disoussi.on. Mr .• Fa.ulkner realises that nothing 

would please the Government here more than to phase him out of 

the ,Political scene., He:Ls. however '. determined not to besh1fted 

from his pra,sent position. One idee. which clearly emerged from 

his meet1Il8 with Mr. :E"'aulkner is that Mr-. Faulkner now has 

definite regr-ets "that he was not more oncoming with )'vir, Lynoh 

in the period fOllowing the Chequers. meet1~1J. Allstair Blu'net 

is. I th;.nkt, an admirer of Faulkner " who. he :£9"818, wollldat, 

this stage like nothing better than theoJlPortunity fo~ a private 

heart t 'l\) heart talk w1 th the TaoiS$ach.. I said. I had noted th. 

point and added that I had peJ'sonal doubts as to whether such 

It ta.lk" h()wever private. woUld be e. judiciou.s move ,certainly 

at th18 time. 

Yours sincerely 

H J Mo0ann Esq 
Secretary . 
Departmen'\ of Foreign Aft-air,. 
Dub Un. 2 
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