
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2003/16/464 

Title:  Copy letter from Donal O’Sullivan, Ambassador 

of Ireland to Great Britain, to HJ McCann, 

Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, 

reporting a meeting with Sir Stewart Crawford, 

Deputy Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office, regarding 

developments in Northern Ireland and the 

appointment of William Whitelaw as Secretary 

of State for Northern Ireland. 

Creation Date(s):  6 April, 1972 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

_'."11, 
AI&l' .' ~fta 

» .. ~ 

! 'l APR 19 '" , / G. 

l'~ft~., 

svt '78R 

"t' ". ,. ..-. .... ""___ ~~~. _ ... ~ ...... ............. , 'al:M ... ..-. awww. .. _II~ ,_"'_~, ~ .. ~y~ __ M"' 

,..,1"""" ". ~- ' ' ~~&"" '" S'* . ', the . ,''''' ~ ...... ' .. . """'- ...... .--. y. '-" , . 
.... 

. ~ 

. .l I"" .... .. , .. iMUdtft, b ~ '-.. ,b~U ... "~ 
" ' .... ,~_ ....... ..--. ~.-..,."""""'''''''' . , ...... at ...... ~~, ..... - '11: n .... Aiif.¥ ....... '~"'~ .. ~ u.., • . " 'WHf • . ~~ 

it. .. '10t..4 ~.ID ~, __ ' ........ 

bel-pM at" ... , MU. oP._ .. tl\U ..., ,1. _180 

~ .. .., ... "UUW....' ~ ~ ~ 
.... __ ~1Id , ........... _, ~ta~ ' 

~t tt.t:t ..... d ._ .... , •• la ~aU_ to 

, • .. ......-r. !be ~. )i.'. sa '., ~ .. b..~, 
" lI,. .. ~~_ .. 1k&",.t:_ , ..... ~1IIWJt.' ........ _ , .... ~ .......... :"" ........... Jtl ~a -u.--.", .... ~.,.,.... _ .. ;~ ~. ~Jf"":""M ~~ 'RiQ!IIII 

... ,...,,,. tJit' " t , ~ ,r4.U iD ~ _a '.0tIl 

.. tit.,. ' . :-. ,1" ..... ; "'$_ ... JIt. -..,., .. 

........ ,,~~ ........ , .... " ,,_~at:.. '~"'\toilillWA"'" . .., :-_A""I ., '~ .,. ...... .n:L, ... 

....... ~' • • ~..... ~ ~ ... :,,~.. .. 'W'M"9 '!lA -"-/ff . I'Y'~"""'\MIi!!!!' 

......... _ ..... & .... , .<JftM; ...... ~ .. 1* ... , 1D>I~~ .. ,,,,,, .. Jr, ,1;.111 • • ~,'If '!'I_ 
~;~. ~ .... ,,;~ .... ~'W .. : ..... '~P' ~~~~~.I 

I ......... _.-wt. _, of ...... .,.,. *'-' .. 
",. ,~ ·· 't .. _ ... _ .... ie6U~"*'. 
tf;'._ ~ .. _~, ,_ ... ,.Ir" ,",,,,,,6 . u,... IMtld, ..... '..:iIJ: , ....... ,e,_ ~~4."''' ,;ilLa, ~ .... ~ w .... i) ••• ~~'., __ ...... aiV. "'...,~'" ...", __ ~ ... ~.:: • 
.. 'W •• , .... Ail' • ~ •• Ir ~ , ___ .' 
. ,., ......... ""'"'* ..... , ...... ~,~ .~ __ 44 __ ................ ~*' ..... 
.... • "W#*w_"'~ ~. __ '~'_~.' ffN' ~ .. ' '''''~ ~ ~ Wet/ ,"",,' 

~ ~1:,i.- ~ ~!O!io"' ..;,;.6 ..... _ ~ ................ __ Ii..<i, ............. , . 
~ ''"'''.,.' 'e¥ ~III .". ...,_..-: .. 'W_~; .~ OJ. .... . 

1l ....... ,.. ·hM· " ... , _., ........ le ~. 

~, t. , ___ .,.~. to,. '0 ........ l. 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

AA .... 17 tus' .~ .... on tat..-., ,. ,a ,-'re_ poss11411.,. 

_. Whl'.law.,. alao waatt. «e, O'1..~anCi.· t. an Aa_lat., 

/:~~1;i<'h. po.!item abO\i:t ... eh.a~ fhi$.ho1rwer. 

18 02l1l' sptO'Ula"Qll q sa St.va.ri' '13 ~ as 1__ 18 •• oeef/J8.ll7 

to· awa1' Hr ~ Wh1 ttla,,'.. retu1"A ",-0. ]AmlCZl .• 

1'h.. .."a'bll ••• t Q4t1OJl)O·altlGll of "h. e'GDDIisal,Olt .mar 

present s •• probl._. S,._ of tho •• on 'lb.. u3·ority side 

.in the 'orth &1',. mak1ng a 10101' unnecessa17 :Ius,s about the 

o OlIDIdss1oa. 19nol"ing the tact that 1\ wll1 be, Xllel"$ly a. 

:consultative bo4;)r and will ha.ve n.O executive pOwers, In 

this cont·erl. it is '.oourasinl 'that Ir~ laUl.kneJ' . 'a.tL hant17 

000'1; OD Ml ba·.-lbg ~ a numb_,. at ~. ao.U:eagues .. 

Jft'. ~:fO" is bebc I1OS. ll'esa-oaable a.nd present 1nUoatlona 

a:re that a gro~ Z),uu_ at e:l:-XI..J1,ts'ers ~ ~oU01f' the 

~tOft Un... .11. oae 1It18t _: •• p 0_' $ ttn«.-s 01'0s8.d 

abou' :the h'W.re .o1tTi.:tl;.. o~ ,~, ,itA 1'1. 0,' '11'011\)1'· 

~ tha'.~ ..... to be d;j.')d$h1l'ac, on. 01 th. tleaeons 

niq 1;ha~ Ml".- oz-atC 1. large17 ne. sas \as" _ For the :fast 

1111., ia .:r ..,. eOJ1Ter.a ~1~.. 14.6 hJ;a" Sb stft'lU"i show ... 

110 atbul_ .. or •• J'au 'l ,lm •• , Jib.'. h~.~oou14 ha .... 'h_ • 

• or • .• elplrU Qil tb. bi'tattft .aa4 "ltyoU14 ,lto~a1t17 be. 

soot 'thlxag 1:1 h., " 14 no" get in,. Wea_dDst .... \'t Pa..181.y i. 

sOli.body who ' ...... 'to b. vat*t4. He 1. now tu.U of swe.' 

rtta.eonablene8s, Bee, the present d .. elopmente as presenting 

hbI vi th hi. poll:tioal opporiun1_ bu"" ln the View ot 

Whl'tehal1.he is !lot a. person to be tnsted. 

sUr St.elf8ri sud 1here u nUl a 10' of ehoottncf a.mt other 

1D.c14-.i. aor,ol!f' the 30"811'. a., Q;ar4a1 are,. 1n maD¥ 

11'le'tiaao •• , lne1:t"'l.Te aa4 •• oan UP80' to b. und_ inoreasJ..q 

pres~."wh_ U.,us:!l~" _,«Ft"' '0 40_0"'-'0 'put aD, end. 

.0 "he.e l\apputaa •• 
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S'D St ,e'lf8l'tm.eil'ti1,Olltee la paa·llbe thait, .i:' ha. bee a,JI1a,tft 

of surprise in o:lt1o.1al (d .. "~ •• h.... that ttlnO" baao", 

b •• 1). bd.of tb..denial ot omain 01.yj,1 right,s in theSou6. ttr 

It: Dl1pt be 'he1p1'ul ',0 _. o .... ftll .i tuatlon it vt aaulA 

malt" 80.. '.-17 JlOV.,8 , .() oon."'i thi. post t101l,. 

SQ ' S"en.n pai.4 a panl4\1l ... 17 ~, trtht,. 'Co the Oardbal 

tor his :recent $ia1;emeJrt.~ ~7 bel. a 1108,1; ta.,urabl. 

:1JIpreseioD. 'h.... .1'1' other OhlU'Oh, leadet's eoUld be 6nCOUl"'age.d 

,~ OQlllt Qut 8trtJ~ ott the •• _ an •• " this migbt be very 

.tteEt"'",. Ut 4hwirlS ott :np,o" tt.>" th. IU . 

Sb s tewart told me that there is a good d.eal ot: Qo:nc,ern 

here about the ef'ifeat of the $oarIllSA, and W1cigery Rep.Q~ts .. 

W1dga;ry 1s unlikely to be av.ailab~e to. a. tey weeks and, 

Wil.e the l'el.eaS-$ of the Soarman RfJPol't is 'mm' nent _ Sir 

st~ sa14 h,. ha4 ao iItf,QJ;'JD.a,toa a .$ t'C 1 t. cont .. ,s. 

~s. to 'tiJ.ay the leastot 1.t, fU.&ma s.~aJ;\". 

Soatwbat, _~."18ttoallY. Sb' stewari was Tery outapue 
, , 

ill hJ.s cri,'" • • t Jb'. Wil.on. tor ~a Tie'" \0 i9ubu... 

fids was littl ..... :~h." ",aa .n~~ ,to "u.. 0i1, the ba1l4 -

wagon". ~. WUson":" Q&\lM wlth the ,IRA~8"_ insult 

to the ~bl..1;A ' ........ _t." Bow"'.,., thU qari.Mr. WilaOD 

ha4 !btha ... , _ a 8'a"_._:U .•• __ er oa the 1!t!,i.lat,i"'le. 

1'lde was JqtirtIJt eaU 011 s j.r s tf)ftt't since myrewm.. As 

7011 oan see. our oon.e:t"a t:(,cm vaS in v6n ge!1eral t$ln\ls. It 

eou1c1 setarctel, bav. beem. oth,enls. until Hr.. Whitelawhas, 

:veport. en his present vistt: '1:.<) the !forth. 

toure 8:tAoeJ>elv 

HI~ .. Eaq 
S_ •• tu, 
J)~ .. t or Pore1&a At:fatJt8 
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