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.' 

NOTE: 
,, 

The British mbassador telelt"looned me at 2 . 45 '~to 
,..,. J,.\ 

\' 1~ , 

'\1 

report on an incident which had t aken pl a ce at th~ 

Briti sh Emba ssy during lunch hour. He said that a 

group had a ssembled in front of the Embas 0 y and a \\few 
\ 

\ 
of ·t hem had climbed up on the outside of t he building, 

had take n down the British flag , burned it , and had 

replac .d it by the Irish flag . Some windows had been 

broken and the mba ssa.dor had been hit with a stone . 

ne trusted there would be no reCUrrence of this t ype of 

incident but he grea tly suspected t here would be . 

I expre ssed regre t to the Ambassador for the 

in cident, 

In the course of his very brief account of what bad 

taken pl<l ce, the Ambas sador men tioned at one stage tha t 

t he Garda! were I1 incapable tl of doing any t hing abou t 'Nha t 

was happening and l ater m ntioned t hat they were " unwilling« 

to do anything . I inq'ired i f there were many Girda! 

present and the mba ssador ' s r eply t o t hi s was t hat there 

were Dabout half as nany demonstrato r s as there were 

Garda r t • I as~ed the Ambassador if he inte nded me to 

interpret hi s refer.enc os to the Gar <.ia :L' as implying a 

criti c sm of them . He r eplied , somewhat testilYt t hat 

this was not his int.en t ion : that he r ealised , in fact ,. 

that it wou l d have been difficult f or them t o do anything . 

1~th ugust. 1969 . 
ooshc · - . 
¥. 'Y- f?<J-~ 1lf-fcu,4J 
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~ a ONFIDEN IAt 

Incident atBri tish Embas8: on Friday, '2tbAy,gust,. _ '969 

At about 12 . 45 p.m . today, Deputy M10hael O' Lea:r.-y telephoned me 

from the, Brit.1sh 

were outside the 

flag taken down. 

Embaaey. 

Embassy 

He had 

He sa.id tha.t a nwnbe:r of -demonstra.tors 

in an ugly mood and wanted the BritIsh 

seen the AmbassadoJ;." who said that he 

was ina d.iffiaul ty a.bout taking down the flag a s today was 

Prinoess Anne's birthday and the British flag would be flown from 

all British EmbaSSies. Acoording to Deputy OiLeary,he was not 

prepared to take down the fl ag unless requested to do 60 by the 

Department of External Affairs . Deputy O' 1eary asked me to 

request the Bri tlsh Ambassrutor to take down -the flag in order to 

avoid trouble and damage to the Embassy wbitch would almost 

c'erta inlyensue if the flag were not taken down, 

I discussed the matter with Mr . Brian Gallagher, Assistant 

Seoretary, and it was agreed t hat I should advise the Seoretary 

of the Depa.rtment of Justice about the situation and inform 

Deputy O' Leary that it was a matter to be worked out between the 

police and the BritlshAmbaesador and that in aocordanoe with 

international pr actioe we could not ask any Embaeey not to £ly 

their flag a·speoially on some sort or a national occa.sion. If 

n/Justice adVised that the polioe could not handle the Situation, 

then we would consider the matter again . 

I contaoted Mr . Be.rry .and informed him of the foregoing. Mr BerlTY 

said that aocording to his information there were as many polioe 

a s demonstrators at the £mbaesy and he was satisfied with the 

course of action we proposed. 

/ 
I then ga.ve the reply to Deputy O' IJeary who seemed disturbed that 

r 

we could not request the Ambassador t.o take down the fl ag. He 

seemed quite sure that the °mbassy would be damaged. He said tha.t 

11.e would seek another interview wi ththe :ar1 tish Ambassa.do~. 

Up to that point we were not contacted by the British Ambassador. 

15th . Au.guet, 1969 f~ 
Department of External Affairs 
t;;dR/mb . . . cc. Taolseaoh's P . S. ! Mr. P. B'Elrry 

u~_.. III ""~~h~' 
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