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P E RMANENT MISSION OF 

IRELAND TO THE U NITED N ATIONS 

TELEPHONE 4 21 - 13 70 

, ~' 866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA· SUITE 5 20- 2 1 

~
\ NEWYORK,N. YlOOI7 

\ 

3r d Sep-tert"l.:t(er, 19 71 
..... 

Confidential 

Secretary 
Department of Foreig n Affairs 
Dublin 

VISIT OF r4R. GERRY FlirT TO 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

As you will b e aware from press reports Hr. Gerry Fi t·t ( 

H. P ., was received by ·t : ,.e Secretary-General on 25th l~ugust. 

2 . On t he morning of ·that date the Ac ting Consul General 

informe d us t hat Mr. Fitt, wh o had arr ived in Nevl York the previous 

evening and had been in t ouch with Hr . Hac Kernan , would like to call 

on t he Sec~etary-General . vie sough t an appoin·tment, indicating 

at t he same time that Mr. Fi tt is M.P . both i n Storrnont and in 

Westminster . The Secretary- General ag-reeo. to receive h i m at 4p . m ~( 

i·t bei ng tJ11ders tood t ha·t I 'would aCCOTl1pany him ~ 

3. In a b rie f c onve r sation I had 'vvi t h Hr . Fit·t , b e fo r e t he 

interview , :t told him of t h e limitations to which t he Secret:.ary-

General is sub ject and suggested t hat it would be better to avoid 

requesting any course of action from h i m and 'co mak e i·t clear t hat , 

in £,lr. Fi tJc' s view , the visi·t was one of courte sy during 'which he 
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would tak e t he occas ion to a pprise U rrhan·t o f t h e s i tuatioi1. i n the 

f orth . . 'h e in·terview laste d about t wenty mi nutes . I·t was 

tak en up almost entirely with a full e xposition b y Hr . Fit·t o f t h e 

evoluJcion of t h e situat.ion i n the l-Jorth and of t h e pos i ·t i on t hen 

prevailin g . This exposition was very c onsecutive anc. comp lete . 

It is har d ly necessary to record it. i.l de t a il for the e s sentia l 

fe atures o f t h e a ccoun t ,]" i vei1 co t h e Secre'ca ry- General by r'lr . Fi tJc 

h a d been r e ~orted frorn o ther sta'cements o f h is in t h e ·'1.'ess . I 

n ay , h mvever , not e a fe,l s a lie n·t po i n ts a l l o f whic h wi l l cert ain ly 

be f amilia r t o you but som.e of which were not , I t h i nk , i n t he 

papers . 

(i) The conduct of the StOI l1ont: h dn inis tra·tion 
over t . 1e years runs coun ·teI.' t.o t he Charter 
and ab ove a ll t o the Ur:..ive rsal Decla:r'ati on on 
hmnan riS"!.l t S ; 

(ii) internElenJc is b e i n; carried out in a quite 
6.iscriminCl.tory and one- s i de d fas hion; 

(iii) ~lhen t h e Bri t~sh t:r'oops were introduced i n 
19 69 t h ey were g"ene rally well r e cei v e 6 in t he 
l~o rth , i ncluding- by hi-I:,s e l f; however ·th ey have 
n ow becorne a cOIr..p l ete ly part is an force ; 

(i v ) t h e :i3 ritish array has con ducted itsel f i n recenJc 
wee'(s i n an outrageous manner and b e en 9uilty 
of g ross il l - Jcrea t ment of de'tainees ; 

(v) it was a g're a t d isasJcer for t he i forth and for 
Ireland general ly when "che Labour Governmen-t 
under IVf. r . ~Vilson was <rep l a c ed b y t he Conservative 
Governm.ent under Ivlr . Heath in July of 1970; 

(vi ) Hr . lie a:th had shown h i rnself e xJcreme ly callous and 
indifferenJc . It was inde f ensible 'that he s hould 
have been sailing i n "M.orning Cloud " when 
internment was i ntroduced ; and h is refusal t o 
recall Parli amen·t at t he request of t he Opposition 
cannot b e j us tified and is indee _ i n ma r k e d 
contrast with t he r ecall o f Parliamen't by Mr . 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

(v i i ) 

(viii ) 

( i x ) 

( x ) 

(xi ) 

(x iii ) 

(x iv) 

3 

Hi l s on aft er t he Soviet i nvas i on of 
zechos lovaki a i n Augus ·t , 196 8 even -t h o ugh it 

vIas ui te obvi ous Br i t a i n c ould do noth i n g
wha Jcsoeve r ; 

t h e Br itish have for y ears s uccilloDe d to t he 
b lackmail exerci s e d by Stor mon t i n -t r y i n g to 
i mps e a ll and e ve r y r efo r m, b l ach la i l i n -t he 
fo r m of a t hreat t h a-t any such steps wo u l d provoke 
a Uni onist · ~ acklash . Mr . Fitt h i msel f does 
not b el i eve t h a-t thi s t hreat is val i d an.a "le so 
i nfo r med Ivlr . r,1aud lin g- i 

t he No r th i s i n fact a very heavy moral and 
f i nancial liabi l i -t y f or Brita i n whi ch i s an 
additional reason why s h e s h ould QO some t h i ng 
about i t ; 

one step t h e Dri-ti s - Government s houl d -t ak e 
is -to s ee to it t hat Jch e arms , wh i c h number 
10 3 , 000 , he l d unde r licence by Un i on i sts a r e 
recalle6_ ; 

the 4 % (. ic ) mi norit y i n the North has deci1e & 
-t o e rc.bar - on a course of a s si ve r es i s t ance ; 
JYlr . Fi tt i s convi nce d t h a t t h i s i s t he on l y 
r e cour se beca us e he does no t be lieve -t h a -t vi olence 
wo ul d be morally right or defens i b l e ; 

t he opposition i n S-to r mon t has wi -t hdr awn f r om all 
particip ation i n t he S i x Co unty s }ts tem a n d will 
~~~er res ume par -t i c i pation ; 
/'"'.---. 

mo s-t n on - Union i s t s occu y i n g' publ i c pos i tions were 
res i gning t heir offices~ 

the 'Iao i s e 2.cI ' s decis i on -to hav e a meeti n g wi th 
-t he Nort lern Oppos i t i on t wo days earlier was a 
mos t i mporta.n-t step , as \:Jas h is dec l o_rai: ion that 
t he GovernmenJc a cknovl l e dge ·the role of -t he 
elected 0 pos i t i on men b e r s a s the pri nci pal 
r epresentative b o dy of the ilmIxDrwm: community ; 

non-Unionlst 
-the on l y poss i ble course now i s -t o al:Jo lish -t he 
S·tor mon-t a di,tinistration ":n d have the ar rul e d 
by a 'uadri-parti-t comr.. iss i on c onsis t i n g of 
r e resent ati ves from London , Dub l i n, t h e Unionist 
aCluinistration a nd non- Uni onist minori ty ; 

(xv) it was Mr ~ Fi t t ' s i n tention t o make a tour o f t he 
EEC capita l s and e xp l a i n the pos ition to 
Socia l ist colleagues t here wit _ 1'./1 ern h e has qui te 
goo ~ r elat i ons . 
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4. The Secretary-General thanked Mr. Fitt for his expos~. 

Mr. Fitt could be assured that he (the Secretary-General) is much concerned 

about the situation on which (he added) I had been keeping him informed~ 

He mentioned that he had told me earlier of Mayor Daley of Chicago having 

been in touch. with, him about the possibility of the united Nations taking 

some action. He expressed particular inte.rest in what Mr .. Ft tt had said 

about a quadri-partite commiss'ien. He asked Mr. Fitt whether he had put 

this to Mr. Maudling. The reply appeared to be that Mr. Fitt had 

mentioned it to Mr. Maudling who expressed no opinion but did not reject 

the idea. 

5. Mr. Fitt then said he would like to give the Secretary-

General some documentation he had brought with him and which consisted 

of a series of well-authenticated statements about the brutality of the 

British troops. The Secretary-General thanked him. Mr. Fitt went on 

to say he was not asking the Secretary-General to take any action but that 

he thought and hoped the information he had provided ~ould be helpful 

for purposes of any conversations U Thant might have with British or 

other representatives. 

6. It was agreed that in speaking to the press Mr. Fitt 

might say that the Secretary-General had received him in a courtesy visit 

and that he (Mr. Fitt) had apprised him of the situation and furnished 

information which would be. htlpful to the Secretary-General in any 

conversations bearing on the subject he might have. 

the interview, 

This concluded 

7. In the Delegates' Lounge Mr. Fitt met a number of 

journalists, in particular correspondents of AFP, UP, Reuters and the 
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Daily Telegraph. In talking to them he mentioned many of the matters 

he had put to the Secretary-General but on the whole in his references 

to the interview with the Secretary-General he adhered closely to the 

formula agreed upon. He also indicated, inter alia, that he had not 

put any request to U Thant, which (he said) would not have been proper 

inasmuch as he is not a Government spokesman. He did mention, 

however, the documentation he had left with U Thant and gave copies to the 

Press. 

c· 
Permanent Representative 

CCC:md 

cc. Mr. Kirwan, Embassy, Wash.D.C. 
Mr. MacKernan, Consulate General,N.Y. 
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