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1;;;..' Great George Street, London, SWIP 3AJ. Telephone Enquiries 01 -930 4300 ext. 276 or 277 
Stormont Castle, Belfast, BT4 3ST. Telephone Enquiries Belfast 63011 

Great George Street 

November 6, 1972. 

~grF.:NTION OF TillBRORISTS (NORTHERN IRELA.nD) 1972 

Appointment of Commissioners to deal with people~s2ected 

of participation in terrorist acti vities 

* The Detention of Terrorists (Northern Ireland) Order 1972 has been l aid before 

Parliament and published today, in which the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland! 

Mr. Wi1liam Whitelaw has appointed three Commissioners to carry out the functi ons 
tJ 

specified in the Order. 

The Order follows the statement on security policy of September 21. I t s et s 

out the intention of the Government to introduce a sys tem whereby people sus pected 0 

terrorist activities can be dealt with in a manner which provides the maximlw nafe

guards for the individual. The system will eliminat e the judgment by executive 

decision alone but wi l l be matched to the special ccnditions whi ch obtain in Norther 

Ireland. 

The three Commissioners are Judge Loona rd., Sir Ian Lens and Shori ff J ohn 

Alexander Dick. 

The Commissioners wi ll be independent of the exocuti ve and .... 'i ll have wide pvwel 

to enable them to consider whether a person has been concerned in the cOlilIilission or 

attempted commission of any act of t errorisID ; or t he organisati on, direction or 

t raining of persons fo r the purpo:Jo of ter-.r·orism ; and '.lh~tiH)r his detention is 

noceosarJ for the protection of the public. 

The Commissioners may order the detention or the r el ease of a person. It i s 

fo r the Secretary of State to direct the dinchurge or rel eas e of any pex-son ag!1inst 

whom a de t ention order has been m<:tde by the Commiss i oners . The Secretary of State 

* Htt.iSO . 19,(2 No. 1632 (U. I.15 ) , price 8p . 
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mq aleo reter to • CCDliseioner the case of a person detained by this trder to 

detel'lld.}1. ..tber or Bot he should be released. 

! pel"8OJl whoee case is the subject of a reference - called in the Order the 

"respondent" - shall be given a written statement a8 to the nature of the terrorist 

act! vi ty which is being inquired into not less than three days before the hearing of 

a 088e. The respondent maY' be represented by counsel or a solicitor at the hearing, 

Where it appears to the Secretary of state that a person is concerned with 

terrorist activities and cannot be charged under the normal processes of law, an 

interim custody o;-der may be made under this Order. A person cannot be detained 

for more than 28 daya unless his case is referred to a Commissioner by the Chief 

Constable. 

All existing internees and detainees are to be referred to the Commissioners. 

To protect witnesses agaiJist intimidation, hearings will be in private and the 

normal rules of evidence will not apply. 

A Detention Appeals Tribunal ia also being established and will sit under the 

Rt. Hon. Sir Gordon Willmer, a former Lord Justice of Appeal. 

The Order in Council has been taken under the .urgenc7 procedure provided for 

in the Northern Irel~nd (Temporary Provisions) Act 1972. It was made on November 1 

and will come into eftect on November 7, subject to affirmative resolution in both 

houses of Parliament within 40 days. 

The formation of those Commissions is an interim measure pending recommendation 

by the Diplock CommiSSion which is considering what arrangements for the administrn.t 

ot justice in Northern Ireland could be made in order to deal more effectively with 

terrorist organisations by bringing to book, other-rise than by internment by the 

Executive, individuals involved in terrorist activities, particularly those who plan 

and direct, but not necessarily take part in, terrorist acts. 

The Commissioners begin work this week. 

BIOGll.4.PHICAL NOTES 

His Honour Judge Leonard \{as born in 1905 and has been a circuit judge since 

1965. He was called to the Bar in 1928 after graduating from Christchurch Coll ege, 

Oxford. A former recorder of Walsall ho was Deputy Chairman of the County of Londc 

Quarter SeSSions from 1964 - 65, and of Oxfordshire from 1962 - 71. 
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Sir lan Lewis is 46 and has been a Justice of the Supreme Court of Nigeri a 

s i nce 1966. After graduating from Trinity College, Cambridge with a first-class 

honours law degree, he was oalled to the Bar in 1951. He was Attorney-General and 

Minister in the Nigerian Government from 1962 - 66. 

Sheriff John Alexander Dick w~ born in 1920 . and graduated from Edinburgh 

Uni versi ty in 1947 with a first-class honours degree in economics. He lectured 

in Public Law in that University from 1953 - 1960 and has been Sheriff of the 

Lothians at Edinburgh since 1969. 

Sir GordonWillmer was born in 1899 and was a Lord Justice of Appeal from 1958 

to 1969. He was called to the Bar in 1924 and is a former member of the General 

Claims Tribunal, Chairman of the Inns of Court Mission and Treasurer of the Inner 

Temple. 
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