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Inteyrment o TuontysSix Coonties

In the State internment without trial is governed by the
Offences gaalnst the State (ancndment) act 1840. in order
that the nower to intern should beceme operative two conditiong
must be fulfilled.

1)} The Government muect make and publish a proclamation declaring
that the powers of intermment is necessany to secure the

pieservation of public peace and order /5.3(2)/;

2) A Minister of State must Le of opinion that a particular
person is engaged in activities which, in bis oninion, are
prajudicial to the preservation of public peace and order or

to the security of the State and he must order the arrest and
deterntion cf such person by warrant under his own hand /5.4(1}/.

An interned person's rights may be stated thusie

(a) a right to have the procedure outlined in {i)
and (z) followed as & preliminary to his intaorament;

() the vroclamation zoferred to in (1) may be annulled
by resolution ef Lail Bireann /S.3(4)/;

(c¢) the detained person is entitled te recelive a copy
of the warrent as soon as he is _detained in a
preseribed place of detention

(d) a detained person has a right to have his defention
conzidered by a Commiscsion which is to ¢onsist of
ong member of the defence forces and two lawvers
of at least 7 vears standing. If this Commission
reports that no reasonable grounds exist for the
eontinued detention of the detained perscn, he_must,
with all ¢onvenient speed, be released /Sect.d/;

(e) the govermment must furnish information on detenticns
to the Oireachtas al intervals of six months /fSect.d/;

(£) %he exact manner and conaliicns of the detention
rust be in accordance with regulations made by a
finister of State and laid b:fore the Houses of the
Olreachtas eithey of which may pass a resolution
annulling it.

There are no requlations such as the one veferred to in (f) in
oneration at nresent, However in 1957 the requlations provided
for monthly visits froam relatives, and other visitors could eonly
be excluded on snecified obiective arounds, Internces were
entitled 1o see a legal advigar with the approval of the Adjudert-
Gonayal, They were entitled to receive znd send lettors

clthough these could be opened and not forwarded if the contents
were obiectionable, Thevy were allowved to receive clothing, books
and newsnanors. Thay were only nunishable in 2 specicl=d manner
fecr specified offences against camn diseinline and they werae
entitled to hear the evidence and make a defence prier to such
vunishment,  TFinally there were provisions protecting internees
wie becare ill,
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