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Ff'i7 T 0" , A fU' et A' '''u TI'R.OH HR, 'lm cttrr f'\ UT~ LVI\tCn 
4, £:.. " 1;[')\: I. t ro " IV! m. L n ,;', I n ' . I'l ;.n. , Ill'4 "'El 

!1 I am send.ing yout.hi s message to l et you know that the 

Prim.e Minister of lorthern Treland will very shortly be 

announcing that, in t he I t ght of the l atest assessment of 

the security si tuation i n Norther n I r oland and all other 

Felevant f'actors, and after consultat ion with the 

Bri t ish Governrtlent. the Northern Irelam Governl1 ent hes 

decided t o "' ctivate tts powers of i.nternment. 'rhe 

S ecuri t,y F roes aJ1 e a ccordlngly a,rresting and det aining 

people ~u"'~1gectacl of" respon.si bi li ty fo r cOITlmi tting or 

abetting a.cts of terrorism and other breaches of tl 1.e peace 

des i gned to lead to a breakdown of l aw and order i n 

f"Jorthern I r elni. 

He will at the same ti l e armounc e that al l marches and 

parades a.r e banned until further notice. The ban will be 

in the first instance for six mont hs " but it will be made 

clear that the need to extend and renew the ba for a 

further period will be considered in trw light of t he 

si t uation towar tlS tl ,8 end of t he 'b eriod. 

There wi ll be a separa te announcer "ant ttllit all out­

standi ng £i. ;!plications to start rifle clubs are being 

ref'usoo J and that no new applications will be 

consider ed. 

\ 

\ 

! 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs	

© National Archives, Ireland

You will understand why it is impossible to give notice 

of a. decision t.o introduce internment before the operation 

to give eff ect to it . The Security I.7' ol?CeS have in f act 

been carrying out such an o'perati on this morning '"' 

When Faulkner' came to London last week. he told us that 

he had come to the conclusion tha t inter'nment was now the 

r i ght and indeed inevi table course., The la.test seri es of 

act.s of terrori sm by the IRA and trlelr recent declar a tions 

of their tntention to continue and even escc .. late t hat 

campaign lava made it essentia l to t ake t his action 

however abhorrent ., in om'er to prevent the undermining of 

economic and so.cia l stabili ty i n Northern Ireland .. In 

pUI}ely mili tary terms, seeking to contai n this 

deteriorating situation by t he mea.ns employed hitherto 

would rulve meant at bes t a long haul . 'aulkner' 8 

.judgement was that the consequences of that for t he 

community would be wors::e than the consequences of what 

is now proposed. 

That is his judgement of the s i tuation, aml of course 

the deCision is hiS , though he ha.s reached it after 

consul1:..tition wi th us. Fop our part~ we ma.de it clea.r 

that there could be no quest.ion of' our accepting 

intarrunent. and inst'rt cting our Forces to help to 
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implement 1 t . if 1 t was not accompanied by El. complete 

ban on marches a.nd parades of a ll kinds: a.nd we have 

mad,a clear our present view tha.t that ban will need to 

rmnain in force for longer than six months, thou h the 

extension beyond slx months remains formally open for 

discussion, • 

. We re&li s 8 that t hese decis i ons carry t helr dangers a s 

well as their adv ,11tagas for Northel'n Irelancl: and 

&f[ 0/611 aware of t.heir i mnl i,cat tons and dangeI~8 for you. 

Cl early t he ef:t'ecti vene[3S of' i nterrunent in Jort her n 

Ireland could have been incpeased if you hOO fe lt able 

to t,ake s1.ml 1ar measures on y UP side of the bor d.er . 

IJ Bn t I , J,' Ldg,SC,i . f ro, ID our," Ambc s, SM O, r· s r ,e ) 0, Pt of h, is P€l,C ent, 
11 t a l k wi t h you tha.t ther V/[,,[l no proo .: ' 0Gt of' that 1 ani I 

coul d not , t herefore hold out t his pos£~i bi 11 ty as an 

indu,cement to Faulkner to hol d hi s r19.nd . 

We have however made clear our view tha t t he measures 

taken should not discrimi nate as between the different 

secti ons of t he community, except as the facts of t he 

s i tuation r'J.1.ke i nevi table. The marches dtlS in Derry on 

12 August and in Bel f "st a.t the end of tL'1e month will not 

now t ake place,. An Advisory Gommittee will be set up " to 

which any one who is interned wi ll have the right to ill< .. 9 

representat ions . 
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I regr et no lass t.han you that these new measures have 

been founa nec,essar .v . I hope tha.t, in t he l 1. ght of' what I 

have said, you will be able to react to them with 

understanding, even if \':i th regret. fJ'here wi 11 be many 

who wi ll call for vIol ent a.ction ' n res , onse to t hese 

measures : a reminder .fr.0t1lh !YOO the~t violence serves no 

purpose, and that internment l s ai med again.st particular 

indtvidua l s who ar e i"'vowedly wor .ki ng for a breakdown of 

l a.w and ortier, muld be inva luable. I a lso hope tha;t. 

however you rnt15j feel ob l t e ed t o react tn public f you wil l 

i n pltctlce be c:tbl e to 1<86P up the presst1J' ,. of har assment 

on t he IP 1\ ( ~ ~)l t h 0 :> t.he borue!' , whi ch w:L 11 of course be 

peinfor-coo from tL e North. 

(" llI"') ""'0 ... . th ' t t h -(~. ~ (..~. ":'11" 1 (" < ""> 1' ' ,,, . ') . ( .. ... 1 te'l1""o-r-•. ., . . I, ll, pe 18 .. <. _ e'JB m ... d, • ..J u.I J'_' (,ChJJ L'.. S W 1 u v1.y r l!) _ tiry, 

will ,")erve t o re-establis 1 a s i t ua ion i n which the mal\Y 

socia.l and other r .eforms tha.t have been introduced Md are 

sti.ll t o come are recognised at their true value, a nd 

..> will not PIWudice continuing pr ogress on the t ask of --bu.ilding m r e harmonious inter-corrmun1ty rel fit i onE in 

North r n Ireland. 

And above a ll r hope that t his will not be f.' llowed to 

affect the good r elatlonshtp which you t nd I h,,8.ve 

establi shed" and the close rela tions between our two 

countries ,"cri SOl many matterls of importance t us bo th:. 
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and particularly on entry into the Eur opepJ...rt Communities . 

I am much lookln :> f OI1i!{a.rd to your visit in October , which 

wi ll give us an opportunity to discuss t he whol e range of 

mat.tHrs of i nterest t o llB both. n 

BRITISH E~m 'cSy 

UBLIN 
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