
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2003/17/300 

Title:  Statements made by leaders of the IRA [Irish 

Republican Army]; William Whitelaw MP, 

British Secretary of State for Northern Ireland; 

and the Social Democratic and Labour Party 

[SDLP] regarding potential talks between the 

IRA and the British government. 

Creation Date(s):  13 June, 1972-14 June, 1972 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

DFA/5	 Department of Foreign Affairs	

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5	 Department of Foreign Affairs	

© National Archives, Ireland

13th June 1972 

Extr~ct fr ~~ stnt ement i ssued by 1 2aders ~ f the 
Pr ~visi on . :'. l IRA inviting Mr . WillLlr.l \!Jhit ol "..\l M.P. 
British S8cr0t 1ry ~f St ~ t a f ~ r N ~rth~ r~ Ir ~land t o 
t -::.l 1cs i n I\; rry hs rc)port 0d i n the Ir·ish TiDO S 

14th J W'1(j 1972 ) 

If this invit.'"1. t i on is "..cc opt ed by Mr. Whit el "..w I.vithin ::t peri od 
of 48 hours th e I rish Republic :>D Ar r:1Y I;J il1 susp0nd ~. ll ~ff o.l1 sive 
milit2ry ope r ~ ti ~ns f or s aven days , pr ~vidGd the B~it i sh a r med 
f orc e s r esp ond by : Ca ) ending ::rr es ts; (b ) endingJ.l l r nids .J.nd 
s e~rc he s of hODO S; (c) ending h~rr3 ssQent ~f the c ivili ~n p ~pu12ti on. 

We guar .J.ntee 11 c ~nduct :) f s ."..f o P.:J. SS ':'lgo t J Mr. i/'Ihi t Gl:L\J during his 
vis it t o Froe Derry. If Free Derry i s ne t ~n ~ccapt ~bl e venuG, 
thon the Republi c~n l e2de r s will mee t Mr. Whit e 12w ~ t n pl ace of 
hi s choos ing pr Jv i ded .J. conduct of saf e p ass~ge is publicly 
0.ssur ed. 

We bGl i eve th '"1.t 2 stcgu h~s bean r 02ched whe r G tho QQ j or part i es to 
the pr es ent conflict Dust engage in discus s i ons des i gned t o secur e 
a Vls t i ng s oluti on . Hence our invit :. ti on t o Mr . vJhit cl .J.w. ~1e 
expect n r aply withi n 48 hours ~nd trust it v ill be p~sitiv e . 

If the r eply is neg ,:,.t i v \3 , thsn the I rish Republ i c 'J.n Ar~T1Y \lill 
have no option but t o c ' n tinu8 the c2Dpaign of r osistanc \3 . 
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Text .)f s t J. t cElen t I1 ,:,.c18 by Nl'="=1li J.,Ji ;:~n vJi1.itcl c 'c\'JjI.P . 
British Sec r J t ~ry ~f St 2tO f.) r N.) r the r n Ir G l ~nd 
r ejecting the .)ff J r .)f t~lks Dndo by l J1ders .)f the 
Pr ~jvisi )lr~l I RJI. ( 'lS r :~p) rt G :::l in the Iri s h TiJ~l 0 S 

14th J-une 1972 ) 

The Secr e t ~ ry .)f ~ tQ t e c ~nn .) t r 8spond t .) u1tim~tuDs fr ')D 
t err .)rist s wh ~ ~ r e c ~ us ing suff ering t ~ inn.) con t citizens 
in N.) rt hc rn Ir J1 2nd ~nd sh .).) ting British tr .).)ps . They 
should list eD t .) the pe.)p l c 2nd CC2se the v i .)l once ~ t 
.)nce ~ P e~ce and n.) rn~l life will than be r est .) red t .) 
the l.)ng suffering ps.)p l e of Northern Ir 0 1 ~nd . 
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----- ---

Text ~f statement is sued by the Soci al Democ r ati c 
s nd Labour P3rty announcing their willingne ss to 
aeet Mr . William Whit e l aw MP Secret ary of State 
f or Northern Irel and (a s r epo r t ed in the Irish 
Times on 15th June 1972 ) 

I1We have noted nll the events of the pas t 24 hours 'N ith inter es t 
and we we lc ome the further evidence of a gr ea t des ire f or peace 
on all sides . We accep t the statement of the Prov i sional I . R. A. 
without cOBment ing on it s condi t i ons as a sincere a ttempt t o pro
duce the a tm~sphe r e f or a peaceful settlement t o this comn1l1ni ty 1 s 
problems and as ev idence ~f the ir willingnes s to engag e in peace
ful pol i tic al activity . We note the dec isi on ~f the U. D. A. t~ 
suspend their activit i es as a c ontribut ion t o the l essening of 
t ens i on . 

We as a party have s ought cons ist ently fo r the peaceful r esoluti on 
of our pr obl ems and we believe tha t a t this critical stage no 
opportunity should be l os t . Accor dingl y , the parli amentary party 
6f the S .D.L.P. , without prejudice to it s other c ommitments , ha s 
a sked the t wo M.P . s wh~se cons tituents have suffered most , Mr . 
~ev l in and Mr . Hume , to me et Mr . Whi telmJ t o discuss yes t erday 1 s 
~ta t ement by the Prov i s i onal I . R. A. 

We make thi s offer in a spirit of genuine r e c ~nc i li2 tion for this 
60mmunity and a s a tost of the sincerity of both Mr . Whitelaw 
and the Provisi onnl I. R. A. in their exp r e s si~ns of c1 desire f or 
a' peaceflJ.l settlement . We a sk the P rov isionLl.l I. R .A. to cal l a 
ceasefire for 48 hour s . We a sk Mr. Whitelaw t o mee t us t o discuss 
the Pr ovisional I . R.A. statement of 13th June . We hope for a 
positive r esp ons e froEl bo th ." . 

----- ---
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