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Text of st ,'.t eG1Gnt rude in the British Hous e of C01:1I'lOnS 
by the Frine Minist or ""M"""r~.~E9 __ w_,,,: rQ.;,-"Jis"Lt_h~M_._P . ~ r eg'l. rding 
th e Widg ery Tribun~l Report and subsequ~nt st ~ t ements 
r:nde by ,tLr_~~o s~C '1.l1 :,2: h -:.,n_Jid~ . • ".nd othe r mel:1be rs of 
the Hous e . 

My ri ght hon e Fri end t he Hone Soc r e t l ry h 'l. s form ' lly p r ~sJnt e d to 
P "..rli -..nont the Report i)f tbe Lor d ChL::; f Jus t ic e in;t o th", uv ents of 
Sund'1Y~ 30th J~nu ~ ry , 1972 , a t Londonde rry . Cop i ~ s of the r epo rt 
~r e now 1v ... il ~bl G i n the Vot e Offic e . 

The Gov e r nnGnt ncc ep t Lor d Wid ge ry ' s fi nd ing s . All shades of opinion 
sincerGly concerned wi th the truth ~ust f aol indebted to bi n for his 
objective '1nd p '1 inst ~k i ng nn '11ys i s of ev ~nts . 

The Lord Chi ef Justic e finds that~ 

The r e woul d h~ve be dD no d e ~ ths in Lond ond erry if th os o who org 1nis ed 
the ~~ r ch h 1d 00t th e r eby c r dnt od '1 hi ghly dnng er ous s itu~ t ion in which 
~ cla sh be tween deDonst r ~ to r s nnd the s ecuri ty forc e s wa s 1l nost 
,inevit o.bl e . 

Th e decision to contain thu m~rch wns full y just i fied by events 1nd 
wns successfully c ~rri ed out . 

If tbe Ar l:1Y h -.i,d per s i s t 2d in i t s Ill o-li! J:C3y ll '1 ttitude - ~nd h c~ d not l -:-. unched 
n, 1 1r PG sc ~ l G on nr , ti,n to ~ rr a CJt 1,"O~ll" ~~ n~ t11 ~ dny ml" ryl1 t !1 ~ V ~ p~s~ p d , ... 0 " .,l..~ ......... ...... . w v.. J. V i .~·· \.." 7 L '-' , . ... _ . .J, b .. . ~ '-J .. • '-' '-' ~ 

off without s eri ous inc ident . The dnngers of ~n nr :' est op er ~ tion c ~ rri ad 
out in th e pr ev".. l ent c ir cumst ~nc a s n i gbt h'l.v a been undo r estin~ted by 
the CODm~nd er 8 B ri g ~ d G : but he SOUGht to minimis o t he risks by with
holding tbe ord er to 11unc h the arr ost o~ o r ~ tion until , 2S he be li ev ed, 
tbe ri oter s 2nd D~rche r s we r e Qdequnt aly sep 2 r ~ ted . As Lord Wid ge ry 
qbse r v es, be to ok his dec i s i on i n good f 3itb on the i nfor0 2t i on 
D.-V ~. il 'tbl e . FurtborI.10r e 9 Lord Wi dge ry descri bes the d?ng8rous v i oL Jnc c 
to whi c h the troops wor e exposed . He obs erv os th1t the futu r 8 thr 8 ~ t 
to l '1w 2nd or der pos ed by tb e b3rd cor e of boolig 3ns in Londonde rry 
o'1da tbe ?rr as t of s ooo of thJ8 n l egit i m3te s ecur i ty object i v e . 

Tb e in tent ion of tbe s enio r Army off i c er s to usa the P 3 r ~chu t e B2tt31ion 
36 ~n nrrest fo rc e 3nd not for ot her offens i v e purpps es wns s inc er e . 
Al l eg tions to the cont r 3r y 3r e dismi s 2ed '1 S un suppo r t ed by '1ny shr ed of 
evid once . 

P,r op er orders \>l e r :) giv 2n for the 'l.rr ast ope r c:t i,)n . The CODEnnding Off i ce r 
of the P 't r ~c hut e Butt 21ion di d not exce ed h i s orders . 

Tb er e i s no r ~3 son t o sUP J os e th3 t tb e so l di er s eng ~ g ed in the nrr ost 
ope r 2t i on wou l d b~v o opened fi r e if they b3d not been f i r ed upon f i rst . 

Soldi er s who ident i f i ed : r me d gunmen fir od upon th em in 2cco rdnnce with 
the st 2nd ing or ders in the Ye llow C3rd . E2Ch so l d i e r hnd to exerc i se 
bis own judgment, whic b r ef l ec t ed diff e r ences of i nd i vidunl ch 3r uc t er 
3nd t empe r '1~e nt . At one end of the sC 31e s oue so ldi ers showed a bi gh 
deg r ee of r e sp ons ibil ity ; ~ t the otho r~ not1bly in Glunf 2da Pa r k , firing 
b0 rdered on th2 r e ckl es s . But I should point ou t tb ~ t the soldi ers ' 
aI/m lives 1J,re r c · t ris le - :'. s inde ed th.J 1JOrld l'1USt r cc ognis o th '.. t tbey 
hav e been, ~nd still ~ r o , dur ing n g r ~~ t p ~rt of their time in No r the r n 
Lt' 0l -::. nd . 

Lor d Wi dg er y gOGS on t o s ~y vh l t f ur t her r estri c t i ons on op ening f ir o 
wbuld inbibit the soldi er fr on t k ing pr op er s t op s f or his own sdf oty 

'. hd th : t of bis cO)'1r .cL;s ".nd unduly h 't'lp-J r the ~ng ~.gci}1Gnt of gUDl:1on . 
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None of the dO '.ld clnd vJotlnded is proved to b1ve be on shot whil st h:.ndl
ing a fir ear 8 or bomb . Sooe a r 2 wholly ac quit t ed fr oo complicity in 
such ~ct ion ; but ther e i s a strong suspicion thlt sooe others h l d been 
f iring weapons or h ~ndl ing boobs in the cour se of the ~ft e rnoon and 
t h ~t yet others had been closely supporting them . 

Lord Widgory fin~lly conclud es th~t the individual soldier ought Qot to 
hqve to b e~r the bur den of deciding whethe r to op en f ir e in confus ion 
such as p r ev~il cd on 30th J 1nu~ry . Unfortun~ tely, he l dds , in th e 
circuost lnces pr ev l iling in Northern Ir 21 ~nd this burden of decision 
is often inesc ~pabI G . 

The Gov ernmont do eply r <]0r o t th1C ther e we r ol.ny CJ.sLJ.',lti 0s 9 1;J h :,.tover 
the indi v i dual c ir cunst l nc es . 

Si tua t i ons such 2S tha t wh i ch oc curr ed in Londonde rry 2nn only be 
:'lvoided by ending th e l:'.w-br c '.king '1nd violonc e 1",hich :'.re r e sp ons i bl e 
for the continuing loss of i.i f e 2Dong th e s ecurity fo rc es :'lnd the publt c 
in Londonde rry and thr oughout the Pr ovinc e , l nd by a r eturn to l eg ~ lity, 
r Jconc ili l tion ' nd r ea s on . I hop e I Day hav e the support of the Hous e 
in a r en ~wed ap po ,l fo r ~ c onbined effort t o prevent any r epet ition of ' 
ci r cumstances such 1S l ed to t his t r agedy . 

t1,L.,_, C ,all '.gh-w : The Pr i 1':1e Mi ni s t or W·~. s good enough t 0 '1 1101,-1 Ele to see 
tho r ~port 1 little earli e r -

M~~...J2.r.D~~ Why co uld wc; not (:.11 s eo it? 

M.r_~11.ll.1E.P]d1~ - ',- nd I ;:'J:l obl i gud t o him for so do i ng . No doubt Gve ry
onG will r e1ch h i s own conclusions about the r epo r t . At fir s t si ght , 
the t wo conclusions th ~ t st 2nd out 1r 0 9 fi r s t, th ~ t tho Ar my wa s fir ed 
on fir st and t h~t i t would hot h~va fired if i ~ had no t boon fired on, 
2nd s econd , th l t it wns pr obably ~n e r ror of judgment to ch~nge wha t 
Lord \lJidgery describos ".s L w 1I1 0w key ll 'l ttitude of the ArE1Y to this 
Darch and to endeavour to make l 1 r go - sc ~1 0 ~rr e sts . I am confirDGd in ' 
th~t vi ew by the f1ct t h l t sinc e t ~ is tr ~g ic l1 r c 0 othe r nardhes, oqu~lly 
ill egal, have takon pl ace in wh i ch the Army hns not i nt 2r voned and whon 
there h~ s bo en no loss of l if e . 

Th eso tr ~ g ic even t s bul ong in the past . Th ey took place when thero WQS 
divided r e sponsibility fo r se curity ~nd when it i s f 1ir to say th 1t ver y 
he"cvy pr e s sur e V·J."c S c (J ing b r :, u c~ilt to b .: ' .r up on the Ar rw commo.nd ers to 
step up their 2ttitude . I do not sup ) os a any of u s will over know 
whGthar they wer e acting on their own judgoont or l ~ het her they y i elded 
to the judgment of othor s . 

The description Df Lord Widgury de l:10nst r .'. tes th e b ·'.nkrLl.ptcy of the old 
policy ~nd th e need for ~ n8W one , wh ich h~s now sup ers ed ed the old 
one . The PriDe ~1inistor3.sks for tho concined ,support of t he House . 
He h1s it . The Secr ~ t ~ ry of St 2t O fo r Northern Ir ol ~nd h~ s the suppor t 
of th e HOUSG in the new Gfforts whi ch ~ r e boing mado . DGspit e the SGt
backs , wo trust th ~ t they will bo successful . 

I will S1Y ono c oncluding thing this ~ft e rn 2 0n ncout this march . In 
circuMst 1nces l i ke th i s tha lesson fo r the futuro is th1t, whatever 

. th e pr ovocation , if the c ons o ~ uenC G S of tho Arcy ' s act ion ) r e t o be 
the killing of 13 p00pl e who Day or m~y no t hav o boon innoc ent by 
st ~nde rs or onlooker s or, ~ t t hG ver y nost , non-vi ol ~nt p3rticipants 
in the rn~rch , b o c~use none of th am is proved to have beJn sho t whilst 
h.'.ndling ~ f ir 'J1 J',11 c) r .'c c Oi'Jb, the pr cdonin '.nt J.pp r o,J.ch of the Ar('lY DUS t 
be to s 2feguard the l i ve s of th ose who ~ r G onlooke rs whil s t prot ecti~, 
theI"lS (, l ve s :~d no t ong ',ging in op er n t i ,)n s th:l t I':1 igh t ena. :l.nger i nnoc ent 
liv es in t ~ is w ~y . 

The.P ri rJQ..Hini st 0J;:: I l.E1 gr '. t eful to th e ri ght hon e Gentl cr:L::n for whc.t 
he h'l s s '.i0. '::l. C ()Ut the futUr e of Northern Ir <c; l cwd . 1 '.1'.1 also gr :.teful 
t o hi n for the sup por t which he is 1.1w2Ys gi v i ng to this policy . 
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I a gr ee wi th hiD ab~ut hi s f ir s t i mp r e s s i on of t he r 0por ~. Lor d 
Wi dg ary s ~ys t ni s i n p~r ~ g r ~ph 54: 

I ~O t hos e who s e Jk t o ~pp ~r ti on r ~ s p~ns i b il i ty f~ r 
j~nu~ry t he quest i on ' Wh~ f ired f i r st l i s vit ~l . 
's ~t i s fi ed t h~ t t he f ir s t firi ng in the courtyc r ds 
t h e sold i ers. " 

th e event s of 30 
I ,'"'- El ent irel y 
wo. s diroc t ed ';' t 

On the second point, this is 21w ~ys , as the r i gh t hon . G~ntlemnn 
r ecogni sos Q most difficul t que stion t ~ d e c i de~nd i s a El~ tte r of 
judgmen t . The Lor d Chi ef J us t i ce ha s quest i oned the judgment wh i ch 
w ~ s ex er c i s ed nt t he t i me . At t he s 'oo tiDe , he s ~ys i n pnr a gr :.ph 32 
bf the r oport th ~ t he be l i oves th t the ~r r e sts or the a t tonpt ed a rr est s 
of the ho:) li g"'.ns wo r c; " 0. l eg i t i ma t e s ecur ity objective " bectws 8 they 
wer e op e r ... ting on such ~ sc ~ l e . 

"Wh ?. t th e Ar !~1Y :::. l wo..ys 11;],3 t o c .:)l1 s i (h~ r is 1:1he ther, i n Ll tt oDp t i ng co de :}l 
wit h th is pr obl e8 of enfo r cing l aw ~nd ord er , it i s l i abl e to bo sho t 
2t by gunmen so t h :t f iring t hen ens ue s in whic h innoc ent byst ~ndcrs 
DLlY be k i l l ed or wo unded . Thi s i s the mo st di ff i cult pr obfu sm whic h t hc 
Ar my h2S t o f ~c e . 

g~1.lLt .. ~:~ i[1"'-.-il rr.. : I s my ri ght hon e Fr i end ,'J.\VR r e th:'.t ever y peo.co - l ov i ng 
pe r son i n Ul ster wi l l endo r s e h i s app2 ~1 ~b out the r e tur n to r oason 
rlnd r oconc ili i. t i on? I s he mnr o 31so t h ~ t ever yone "dl l be pl e ,-:'. sod th .'. t 
Lord Widge r y ha s s o f a r v indi c ~ t o d Her M ~ je s ty ! s For ces i.nd expl od ed 
?or!le of the rwths surround i ng t he so - c J.ll ed "Bl oody Sund2..Y"? 

Will 'J.y ri .:.:; ht h ~n . Fri end denl wi th th0 poi nt ['l:<.do by tho ri ght hon . 
M08b e r fo r C ~rd iff , Sout h -E~ st (Mr . C21l 2Gh~n ) ~b o u t pr e s sur e s pu t upon 
t he Dili t -'. r y cOI'lr:.F~nde r s ? I s ther e 'cnyth i ng i n Lor d Wi dge ry I s c OE1Eh:m-C s 
~hi c h sugge st s t h~t t h i s wns , in f ~ ct , the Clse 2nd th ~ t wh8t hnpponed 
was t he r esul t of div ided r espons i bili ty ? 

The P Lime M1- :'li st e r: ~ I h.'lv U r 02,d t he r ;,;p~rt c2r c)fu l ly El2ny t i DO S, bu t 
I c2nno t r ecall th~ t ther u i s ~ny th ing i n it whi ch s ays t h ~ t 2ny 
po l i t i c 21 pr e ssur o w ~s exe rci s ed up on the Gene r ~l Of ; i c er ComMandi ng , 
upon the COP1E1J.nc1 or L ~nd F or c cs , or upon the COiTIn::::.nde r 8 Br i g,'ldo t o t ,".k e 
p2rti cu l ~r 2c ti on of t hi s ~ i nd . It WQS ~n~wn t o Mi ~ist ers th ~ t the r e 
~o. s to be ~n action to c ont ~ in t he o 1r ch - n~t to pr ev ent t he D~rch 
entirel y , bLJ.t t o CO.i1t ~ i n i t 1;,li th in ·';,n :"!. r e.J. i n whi ch i t ilo uld b8 p e ~'l.C 0 -
i bl e s o th1t it wou l d not go int o t he c en t r e of t he c i ty 2nd, the r efor J , 
r isk a soc t Qr i .. n c l ~ s h, whi ch w~uld h J.v c bo on ve r y ouch mo r e d~ng0r ou s . 

As r egar ds the quest i on of div i ded r ~ s PJns i b i lity , t hi s op e r ~t i on W2 S 
unde r t be c ontr :! l of t he Gener ' l Off icer Conl:1 J.ndin8 ? o.nd tbo Lord 
Chi ef Just i ce di sc uss es i n hi s r epo r t the op or 2 t i on or der s , gi ves 
de t a ils of them and st2te s t h~ t t he oper ~ t i on or der s wer e ndher ed to 
by t he com~lnde r s conc er ned o . , 

Hr-!.- G_all 2. W.Q.n ~ Lor d vJidger y :11so s ':'.ys t h."'. t the e;ener ,ll deci s i on wc. s 
t aken aft er r ef er ence t o 2 hi gher .'lu t hor i t y . 

1h8 Prime Mi n i st er: Ye s , the r i ght hon . Gentl eman i s ri ght . Th1 t i s 
vr: hnt I no ,::nt by s J.ying t h ~l t t ho p l c~n \\1 '. S pr ,)p:~ r o d by the Br i g::.dc 
C6mm2nd er 2nd went to t he Coonnnd er L ~nd Forc e s . It ~l s o wen t to t he 
Gene r :. l Off i c er Comn :l11d i ng , who d i scus '~ e d it 11 i t h t he Chi af C;)11st :lbl a; 
2nd i t W2S known to Minist ar s 6 Tha t is wh2t I D01nt by s ~y ing tha t it 
vl~ S lm C)v1l'1 to hi ghe r nu thor i t y ~ 

M.r . OrEle ~ I s the Prine ~Ii ni s t e r .'.vJ;1. r :-; th ·', t the Pr ess h!".vo h J.d c~p i o s of 
t h.Ls r cp:; r t for ::l nur.'lb2 r of hour s :l.nc1 th ". t ny r i Ght h .Jn . 'Fr iend the 
Membe r f or C:l.r dif f , South- Ea s t 0:1r . Co.I L '.gh,;.n) h .'.s :11s o h".d :l copy ? 
Why c oul d no t ;.1 1 hon e HCl21bo r s h::'..v G boon pr ovided ,] i -C h copi e s so tho.. t 
vJe c oul d iyw;:; r e"'.d the r ,jpo r t u ith c ,-:'. r e? ' 
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r epor t and f r oD wh ~t tho r i ; ht hon e G3ntl o8~n h~ s s ~ i d , Lord Wi dce r y 
. hRs gi v 3n 2 ~uch ~or 0 b ~ l2nc cd r 0po r t of the s i tuat i on th.~n hi s nob l a 
~ F r i ond di d in r OGa r d to th e op er Qtions of th e Bri t i sh Aroy . 

I s the PriEle Mi nis t er .:lwc. r e th :>,t rr,ny .)f us ,."ould suppor t ,..rh2 t E1Y ri gh t 
hon e Fri end s ~ i d ~bout p ~ r~gr ~ph 3, th~ t t he low ke y c..ppr oQc h by th e 
Ar oy is ~bs o lu t o ly vit ~l 2nd th i s appr oQch i s wh~ t D~ny of us wi sh t o 
s eG i n the futur e , il ith the Ar ;:.:1.Y ':.J ithdr '.H"11 f r oo the s ens i tive 0. r ec.. s 
~nd ope r nt i ng ~ ouch mor a bQ l ~ncG d ~pp r onch . 

In the diff i cult days sinc e dir ec t r ule w~ s begun o2ny of us have openly 
~nd pub li c l y suppor t ed tho se e l ec t ed r ~pr e s 8nt ~ t ive s in t he Ca th oli c 
c0r:18uni t y \')ho hnv e oppos ed t he IRA ~nd 2r e l ook i ng fo r ,~n end t o 
v i ol onc e . We r ec ogni s e that wh 1t h~pp8ned yes t er day nnd the fune r al 
i n B elf ~ st D2kes th i s ouch c or a di f f i cult but we want t o 2chi eve it, 
~nd i n the s e c ircuos t 1nc es wil l the Pr i ma Mi nist er r ec ogni s e t ha t t he 
l ow key app r oach i s t ha ~nswer t o the pr obl em? 

T~Lime Mi ni st er: On the hon e M ~.;Db e r l s f i r s t po i nt , ce r t 1i n cuSt OMLUY 
f ac i li t i es ~r 8 pr ov i ded to the Pr Gs s if a Government publica t i on is 
i ssued by Gover nments of lny p 1r t y , 2nd t hi s c us ton h ~ s been ob s er ved 
on this o c c ~ s i on . As fo r the r epor ts wh i ch I pe r sonnl l y saw t his mor ni ng 
i n the Pres s , t he Pre ss did no t hRve th e r eport i n t i Me fo r th es e 
s t ori e s t o be ba s ed on thoir own c op i e s . But I h ~v e ~ sked my ri ght 
hon e Fri end t he Sec r c t ~ry of St 2 t e fo r Defe nce to make onquiri e s a s 
to how such r ~ p or ts c)uld h~v e come t o be publ i shed . They we r e certa i nly 
not ~ut hori s ed i n any way . 

On the l ow tey 2ppr 02ch I ~g r ee wi th the hon , Ma~b2 r . The Lor d Chi ef 
Just i c e po i nt s out t h,t i t W2S the el ement of a t ~~ ck on t he Ar MY by 
ho oli g ~ns whi ch l ed it t o m2ke t he ~rr e sts ~ I t i s i~por t 2n t th 2t the 
Lord Chi ef J ust i c e di soi ss e s as not hav i ng ~ shr ed of Qv idence t o 
s up port it any Qccus l tion which W2 S undo e t t ho tine ~f t he inc i dont 
or l a t er bef or e hiD t h ~ t t he P ~rat hut e Reg i n en t wa s ch ~ s en n ~ t t ~ nuke 
the ar r es ts but t o go in f ·") r S ::'lde D. rsC r l; s s i ve "t t J.clc . He s c:;,ys ther o 
i s no j ustificati on f or t h J. t c l J. i D a t J.ll . 

I r ecogni se t he support th J. t is given i n v2ry di ff i cul t c ircuDstanc e s 
t o the Gov erm~iJnt ! s p:) licy i n Nor t h() rn Ir I J.nd , ::.nd i'J<J 1ppr aci.J. t e it :1nd 
2r e gr J. t efu l f or it . The low key Q)pr oJ.ch c ~ ul d no t be ext ended to t he 
st l.ge ".T her e.; i t l ll ov.Js t he I RA or the Provisi on::.l s t o os t ?bl i sh control 
ov cr nn ::,r 22 so th ~ t i t i s no l oneer po l i c ed ty e ith2r the RUC or t he 
Ar my , t ut is c ont r oll ~d onl y by EunMon . Tha t i s the diffe r ence b e twe~n 
t he two ~pp r o ~che s , ~nd i t i s one wh i ch my ri ght h~n . Fr i 3nd the 
Secrct l r y of St ~ t e fo r Nor ther n Ir e l J.nd i s 8ndo~vo uring to pur sue . 

Mr • . RJ.msden: Mlny of us ~ro v 2r y ~uch conc erned 2b ~ut t he go od n~ne of 
t he Ar~y during the events ~ f th ~ t 1ft er noon . Wo ul d the PriDe Mi nist e r 
not ag r ee t h lt , by c ODpJ.ris on ~ i th the ~ o st il e propag~nda whi ch 2r os e 
.jut of t he se evonts ·'.nd the v:.; r y 1:I i l d " ,l l 0[',~ t i ons t h ~, t V.JG r o ru de , the 
effe c t of t he fi ndings , the gi st of vh i ch he hJ.s gi v:.;n us , ha s been 
vir t ul lly c omplete ly to exonerat e the conduc t of t he off i c er s ~nd men 
of l P 2r~c hut e ? Thi s v i ll be of . thu g r 8~ t e st sJ. ti s f 2ct i on pJ. r t i cu l nrly 
t o thos e who ha e Illd the pr iv i l ecu of Doe tlng th eso ~en and s oe i ng 
the i r c ons truc tive ',t t i t ude ton ex tru;'1Gl y di ffi cult t ~.sk .Ln Ho rt hern 
Ire l '.nd . 

The PriDe Mi ni ster : I n the body of his r oport t he Lor d Chi cf J ust i c e 
gi ve s hi s vor y cL~cr i ]'1p r os r i ons of the 1 B i;" tt .~ l i on P:J. r 'J.chut o Ree i [lon t 
nnd of the 1) '.y i n 1:!h i ch t hey ga'; e the ir ovidenc o 2nd of th e c:xt en t 
to whi c h he w~s i mpr essed by it . When the H: uSG r ~nds th~ t p~ragr~ph i t 
~ i l l 2gr ec wi th wh~t ~y r i Cht hon . Fri end tha Membe r fo r H, rr og2 t o (Mr . 
R~m sden ) ha s s2i d . As the Hous o wi l l see , ho exaci nes in v ~ry gr ea t . . 
de t a il e2ch ooc ~ s i on on whi ch s hots wo r e f ir ~ d . Ha 8X ~8inG d t he sol dl Gr S 
~ho f ir ed th orn ~nd he ha~ rd t he dv i dcncG of :he new smen , nd saw t he 
t el evislon fil1:1 S ·:.'.S ,}o l l o.s t he photogr ,~p hs . Ho <::. l so [~:)e s int o gr ea t 
det ~ il , bou t those who w~ re the cls ualti es . H ~v ing r J2d the wh ol e of 
it I, like tho Lor d Chi cf Just ic e hi 8s 01f , wa s i Dmedi ~ t G ly i Dpr ess ed by 
the conduct of the fo r c es . 
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ML.-= .. 1' ... t1.9rpe ~ Acc opting th 'l. t th2 l'l.rny ',1"1.S f a c ed 1ilith :l.n il1 8.:; ·l.1 [1 ~Lrch 
qnd with ext r eme prov o c ~t i on , d oe s the Prime Mi nist e r not b21 i ~v e th2t 
the mo st dis Qui~ting singl d finding Jf tha r apo rt i s th2t 13 p ~ opla 
di ed, none of whom Wl.S pr oved t o h ~v ~ bo en in possess i on of wJapons ~ t 
the tine , ~nd some of wh on 2 1' 0 c~~pl at~ lJ 2cquitt ed of c o~plicity? 
Th3t beinG so , m~y I prass him on thG low key point? Sinc u the Lor d 
Chi ef Just ic e ID2ko s quit e p13in th8 dance r s inhurent in 2 low key 
c jnt~ inmant a sc ~l ~ t in~ into In ~rrest opo 1' ~ t i on, is the Prisd Minist er 
s n tisfi ed th ~ t the r e ~r ~ su .f i c i ontly clu ~ r inst ructi ons l s to when the 
lO,iJ k GY cont .~. inl1L;nt sh ". ll be ch ~n ;>d i D.t·~) ::In : rr ~ st opor l tL)n? Is he 
s 3. tisfi ad th , t the di r ect ives l. r a suffici ently cl o2r? 

}_he Prime MinistG..t;' : The dir ectiv·as ". 1' 8 l 2id d ::YI}n on 8ilch occ ;l sion in tho 
ope I' 2t i 'Jn oI'doI', -lnc1 I 'lm s q tisfi ed, c ar tinly .)n this occ J.s i on , ·J. S the 
LoI'd Chi ef Justi ce S'lYs, th~ t the ope r~ ti on ord ers wuI' e v er y clenr 2nd 
that th ey we r e adhe r ed to . 

The t r agedy wa s , 1 S th e r i ght hon e Gen tl en~n Sqys, th ~ t 13 puopl o lost 
th e i I' live s 3nd m~ny otheI' s we r G wound od . As the LoI'd Chief Justice 
p,Jints :mt , h,)H8v0I', th2 AI' j11,Y ,or. S und :~ u.bt G c11y fiI'ud u[x)n, '-'-nd fiI' 0d 
u~on fiI's t , 'lnd it W2S in the ~c ti on which indivi du21 s oldi ers took 
agq inst thosu who we r 8 fiI'ing upon thon tbl.t othe I' p oop l ~ , s one of whon 
wer e undoubt edly i nnocent , wur u kil1 0d 01' wounde :l . If the 1'i eht h on e 
Gentlumsn stUdies the p1 I' ~Gr 2ph s ~b 2 ut the foI' ensic evidence h8 will 
s oo'i hy the L or d ChL;;f Just i c G c onclu0.os th ~. t th8r e ' . .'.J:::' S c ert C'. inly Cl 

str Jng suspicion in "- nUl:1b0r of CJ.S'2 S th >. t tho dGCOa S2d r'.nd vvounded hO-d 
e ithe r been us ing w~~pons th : t 2ft e r n 00n or h ~d b uen in c l ose pI' oximity 
t G those who wor e 2nd ha d beon supporting th em . 

MI' . _.t1gl1.QJlli.§.~ The Prime Mi nist e r h ,:" s r.KntL,) l1ud R f Gvl pi ous hope s foI' the 
futu r e , but foI' the~inority in No1'thern Ir ~ l ~nd this r eport will ce I'
t o. inly no t a dd anything to the pr ospects fo r pence ~nc1 r o c 2ncil i ~ tion in 
the futur e . The only t hing i t will succ eed in doing is fin~lly to b2nk 
rup t l.ny shr ed of c onfidunc : t he minori t y ov er h ~ d in tri bun 11s 01' j udicia l 
inquiri es s e t up by this House oI' this G·JVOrnDunt. In th eiI' oy e s it is 
p l ~ inly a s puri ous ~nd desQer ate ~ t tump t_t o whit ewa sh the ~c tiviti e s of 
th e Ar'.":1,Y ~)n th :. t Sund ~1Y . l Intc;rr ul' ti;)l1~/ IJo :1P10 unt of r opJ rt,s or v erbi1ge 
wil,l c l h1i n :-: t e J r expl ''. i n ?vJ2Y "Blo ~) dy Sund2y ". 

Bon . Membe r s: H3ve you r oad the r epo rt? 

XV!.t_,--- Hd/I " nus~ It 1;J ·l.S the g r ~<L t G st sin2;1 0 .:.m tr '"su t h?, t iLLS ba cm p o rp c tr ;.>. t~d 
in 'Jur c ountry fJI' 3. long tim~ . Wi l l thu ri ~ht hon e G entlom~n I'Gfus e to 
a llow the i mp r essi Jn to go 2bro~d th , t the GOVu1'nDon t t ~ko tho view th ~ t 
if .thGI' c h ~. d be...;n ;10 Dll. rc h thor o Hould h : v e b ,:on no v i ol enc u , bec ,~, us\,; by 
S) rl .J l·"' i)' t" ·",, l'S S"'Y"l'n 0' -}-'h , t 'l-h '·) punl' sh' :'"1· 'n t .p~I' ·' I' ''' ' nJ'Sl' n o:' th ') ill ' p"l,'1 l \ . '~ ' .l.. J. o .J.V . b v • J \:,: . • . '-" .L v v '-.:;' ..... - . b I....,; '-" {.::> • • • 

ml.r ch on th ~ t d~y wa s death fo r 13 puop l e ? If the PI'iDG MinistoI' h ~ s ~ 
gr a i n of sense in his h82d or i f thuI' o i s ~ G I' ~ in Jf sunsu in the G ~v o rn
q)Rt&tthQv WiJ l R~ t hli ~t, ~~1s I'i cIlicyl ~us b ~n ~n ~ ~ I'c hus 'nd G r ~nt an 
u~ e~ y ~D _~I w 0 av~ D e~D pun sncIT . 

Tbe :S I'~nLl11n.b_~te r ; I conp l Gt", l y 1' ;" j 0Ct ,.,! h :l t th8 hon e Munb0.t h :::. s Slid . 
Th q'so who " I' o PI' op:u od to r e "'cd th0 Lord C:.1 i of Ju s tic e ' s r up:-; 1' t Hi th an 
open n i nd ~nd cons i der it i~p ~rti ~ lly will I' .J ~ lis o th l t he h, s GonG into 
those ~~ tt o I' s - which wu r e v ery difficult ' nd CO~Dlox , ~ nd whic h occ u~r od 
in ;~ S t , ~. t0 of c .,) l1s idor ".bl c c :mf usL:>n , :15 :l1. S b2,;n c;u. it-:.; obvious froD the 
boginning - ". s d ,:)oply '''..s it is poss i bl e fo r 'l.ny Flln to do . Hc h ·1.s lk i.;;hcd 
up ·t he evid cnc 8 i .nd sot out very f r -' nl:dy his c.::mc lu.sion s , vhich I h ' .v0 
r oad out t his 2ft e rno ~n . 

Of c our s e , in th~ cond i t i ons of Nort heI'n Ir c12nd in the l ". st th1' ee yea r s, 
if rna I'c hos " .I' ,j to bo huld, th or c is '.n i r.E.'1on sc d. ' ~nger 0. t l e "s t of s8c t '.ri '.n 
c onflict if of no tbing ols \] , :,nd t h e: LI'ny Il l S s0nt tb :...: r u by th e; Ll. st 
Admlnis tI' '.t i onto t I' Y i~ o pI' cv ...;nt this c on:J. ict . If maI' chos 1 1' 0 to be hold 
vlhich 3. I' O .J.g3. inst the l ;l 'l.v, ·:1 S t is I'lJ. rc h "l,1 J. S, thun the dmgo rs buc0r'18 
~reateI' . If the hon e Gentl cI'l'ln would pe r suQde those c onc erned not to 
br e :J:k the l J.vJ ,::.nd wJuld ::'..dvis e th os e; \-lh ,) :'l.r~ ,,; unncn to CUl.20 tbu iI' nctivit 
i G s ~ he would be pl 0.yinG 'l. c ons i deI' abl e P~ I't in bringing peace t o Northe I'n 
IrclJ.nd . 
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Nr ~._JUJl=Eldc1<:? rg Does the Prir:18 Minister r O':.lis (J th .. t every s,Jld i e r 
s e r ving in N,Jrthe r n Ir01 ~nd, 2nd s e rvin~ , I think I c ~n s ~y with the 
ng r eement of the whol e House , with e r o2 t cour age ~nd amazing r es tr a in t , 
I"J il l h ,-vc hi s Elo r ~1 1 0 T:n int :). i nGd by Lord Wi dge ry ' s find i ngs, vlh ich h 'lve 
de "'. l t Cc tL:r\-v to the II' ish R ,JPll~::; lic ::n "~ rr]y prop rt~;:.n ~ } '. . 

Fur th or Elo r o, do e s oy ri 3ht hon e Friend app r ec i ~ ta t h~t ther e ~ r e a r eas 
in Nor the r n Ire l ~nd tod~y which 2r e no- ~ o ~ r~2s ? Cnn he s end out n 
me s s~ge from this H ~us e th , t th e Govorno0nt wil l do ev erything they c : n 
t o 3s t rid of the sunnen vho l r J tJ rr ,JrisinB the peop l e in thoso nr eQ s . 
RO r:1".n C'::,tho l ic peopl e ':Jh~) 1! i s h for n~; th.Ln :; tut p82.CG ? 

Th_'?~,PJ'~t)Je Min.JJU;e r : Yes , Sir . I th ink tb , t i'J hen r'.1-3mteJ's of the Forc es 
c J.n SO() Lord Wid gery t s conclusL:;ns ch, . .JY \\lill ;'[:; 1' 00 \Jit h ny h,')n . Fri end ! s 
comr:1ents . Tho question of the nO - 3 ,J '. r~ 1 S is r ,thur wide r thnn the 
El'. t te rs Lord Wid ge ry w~ s dea lin g l, ith . He sots ou t ver y cl enrly wb3t his 
t e r ms of r ef e r enc e we r 0 , h~J ha in te r pr e t ed ~h0r:1 1ni how ha expl a ined 
them t o nIL t hose who we r u conce rned in Londonde rry ~nd nil thos e who 
gav e evidenc e . I t is des irabl e th ~ t in ev ery p'.rt of the Uni t ed Kingd oD 
i t s hou ld ba possibl e fo r the p~l ic e to p~trol p~~c 22bly ~nd oaint '. in 
I J.H ::,nd or de r :::nd tho fr 8,? d ~;;'-:1 of .'JUI' citiz cms . 

Mr..,,~De~';" . rr!; yg Doe s the PriDe fiIi nist'J l' 1' 2:. 11.so ttl '.t s or18 ~) f us "ve r G plG::.sed 
t o he~r hi ~ oxpr ess r ;cr e t t ow~rds th 2 ond of his s t : t eoant ~ t thG 
do 't hs of 13 pers ons, b Gc~u s e s o 1"1' no : n~ fr~D the Gov ernDont s i d ~ of 
t h e H~uso h~ s Gv er C~p I' 8ssed it . 

ThjLl:'"Li[l)~,l'1Jnist ,,;r) ThG h :~ n . Gont l en,-m is tG i n::; l ess th ~n f lir e I r~ys\:;lf 
express ed th"", ut r:LJ SC c:mco r n :.t the tL'}\:; :'c ut tbe:; t r :.gedy ,J f th:i. t Sund n.y 
in Lond,')nder r y . 

Mr ~=_(>LlJ.>':ll.:J}~ Bef,,) I' e "J8 l G-:'YJ t!1 is t )p i c , 'T'.y I '\skono fur tho r l1ues tion 
i n r el 1tion t o ~h 1 t 8y hon e Fri Gnd t hG MGnb Gr f J r Thur r ock (Mr _ De12r gy ) 
has j ust s ~ i d ? Is it pos s i bl e in the CQs a of t h~s~ who h l VO boon f ound 
innoc en t y 0t l os t thoi r liv es to DQko sooe r ~st itution to th2 ir r el -: t i v os 
in the ~:y ~ f c )DPGns ~ t i 2n? Wou l d not th i s be ~ 38 stur e to thos e who 
hQve been C ~ u 3 ht ~p i n thes ~ 2vents , t o the r 0 l ~ t iv o s of th os e who hav e 
l ost thair l i v2S in t his w' y ? 

The Prime? fJlinist e r~ I sh::)ll l d liko t o give c :... nsid oL l ti on t ,] tlr~ t. I think 
~hc r e ~r e proc eo di ngs which could be pur sued i n these D2 tte r s . 
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i n r el 1tion t o ~h 1 t 8y hon e Fri Gnd t hG MGnb Gr f J r Thur r ock (Mr _ De12r gy ) 
has j ust s ~ i d ? Is it pos s i bl e in the CQs a of t h~s~ who h l VO boon f ound 
innoc en t y 0t l os t thoi r liv es to DQko sooe r ~st itution to th2 ir r el -: t i v os 
in the ~:y ~ f c )DPGns ~ t i 2n? Wou l d not th i s be ~ 38 stur e to thos e who 
hQve been C ~ u 3 ht ~p i n thes ~ 2vents , t o the r 0 l ~ t iv o s of th os e who hav e 
l ost thair l i v2S in t his w' y ? 

The Prime? fJlinist e r~ I sh::)ll l d liko t o give c :... nsid oL l ti on t ,] tlr~ t. I think 
~hc r e ~r e proc eo di ngs which could be pur sued i n these D2 tte r s . 
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