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b - Department of Foreign Affairs
3rd February 1972

Text of speech made by the Taoiseach, lr. John Lynch .0k ,
+ \ opening the special Adjournment Debate in D4il Direann on
Ni

the Northern Ireland situation

On Monday night on television and again on Tuesday in the Dail

I expressed the nation's grief at the happenings in Derry last
Sunday. I expressed sympathy with those who were bereaved, Ehgse
who were injured and with the people of Derry generally. I think
it is true to say that grief and sympathy were hardly ever more
gsincerely felt, nor more widespread in this count:stcertalnly

not in my lifetime. I also announced on londay night that the
Covernment had called for a special day of mourning qna_I_appealed
to everybody who could in_any way contribute to, or facilitate,
that mourning to do so. I should like to express my appreglatlgn
of the manner in which those in positions of authority facilitated

the day of mourning.

I appeal to everybody to respond to these tragic events with
dignity and with discipline. There were demongtrations of

smpathy in every part of the country. People in their tens of
thousands respon og magnificentlg and they attended church services.
Tndced, it is true to say that the cntire nation mourned. Vhat
was important too, was that the vast majority marked yesterday in
peaceful demonstration, a demonstration of their grief, of their
sympathy and of their solidarity with the pcople who were bercaved
and with their fricnds and, in general, dcmonstrated their
sympathy and solidarity with the deprived minority in the North

of Ircland. In this way they showed that in these difficult days
there is a degree of unanimity and solidarity that was an cxample
to the entire world and which gave cncouragement and strength to
the pcople in the North. For all this I commend all our people
and congratulatc them on the magnificent way they responded. I
thank them for their wonderful gesturce of solidarity and
unanimity.

Regrettably, the situation had its dark spots. In Dublin
yesterday many thousands of our pcople representi the diffcront
orgonisations, the trade unions, State bodies, stﬁﬁents and ,
indced, pcoplc from cvery walk of lifc showed their sorrow in a
most disciplined way. However, o small minority - men who, under
the cloak of patriotism, seck to overthrow the institutions of
this Statc - infiltrated whot was nccessarily a peaceful
demonstration, infiltrated cssentially pcaceful groups and
fomented violcnce. As we know the British Embassy has becn
destroyed but I want to say that the nation gains no credit from
such an action. It was the action of pcople who are dangerous,
who, above a2ll, arc a danger to our frcedom, our democracy and to
our institutions of frcecdom and dcmocracy.

Unfortunately that incident was not the cnd of the matter and since
then other danger signals have monifested themsclves. Groups
proclaiming to be members of illegol organisations have gonc
around intimidating pcople and sccking to give the impression that
thesce organisations arce now to have a free hand here to do what
they like by way of intimidotion or destruction. At the outset

of what I intend saying, I wish to rcassurc thosce of our pcople
who, undcrstandably, may be apprchensive or who may have become
concerncd at some of yesterday's cvents, that the institutions of
this State will be upheld without fear or favour. The laws will
continuc to be cnforced and thosc who scclr to usurp the functions
of the Government will mect with no tolcration. I rcaffirm those
fundamental principles here today and I oslt every member of the
community and cvery lMcmber of the DAil to support the Government
stand on this. The Government stand is the stand of the clected
representatives of our pcople regardlcss of which side of the
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Housc they sit and rcgardless of whether they arc in this House
or the other. In the days immediatcly ahecad there is no doubt
that those to whom I have recferrced will scck to play on the
sympathics and on thc cmotions of ordinary decent people so as
to s ceurc support for their own actions and objectives. HHany
people in other countrics - indced throughout the world - arc
watching our rcaction to the rccent tragic cvents. The prescent
situction is a test of our maturity as o nation. Yo must show
the world that, with dignity and restroint, we can cxpress our
grict and our support for the minority in the North without, at
the same time, pleying into the hands of thosc wvho would destroy
our own fundementel institutions. “hercfore, I osk all men and
women of goodwill ond of rcsponsibility and cspccially thosc in
positions of influcnce and, perhops, thosc who arc cngaged in the
communications media, to bc on their guard against the kind of
dangcr to which I have rceferred.

This debate, perhaps, has been precipitcted by the tragic cvents
of last Sunday. Beforc the Government took action on kionday, we
had rccecived reports from sources thot we bcdlicve to be absolutely
reliable and since then we haove been able to check these reports
against nore rcports and cspecially agoainst reports made by pcople
who werc cyc-witnesscs of these events, pcople who were cctually
on the gpot. In this respeet I would like to refer to the claim
by the commanding officer of the British TForces in Derry last
Sunday thot 200 rounds were fircd ot his troops as well as nail
bombs and other missiles. So far os I know ond so far ag has
been stated publicly, not onc of thesc troops was injured cither
by bullets or nail bombs. They nay hove sustoined minor injurices
in scuffles but therc were no casualtics aos a result of thesc
cllecged shootings ond the throwing oi bombs. The same officer
cleimecd that shots had come from flats, that therc were snipers
on the roofs of thesc flats which, I undcrstand, werc high risc
flats in the immediate viecinity, but the stoark fact remains thot
all thosc who woere killed or injurcd werc pcople on the ground
and pcoplec who werec about to attend, ond some of whom hod alrcady
attended, a public mceting which had begun already. Therefore,
to that cxtent, what these pecople were doing then was not

illegal according to the decrees of the Stormont Government.

The march was bannced. Thercforc, onc presumes thoat under their
laws it was illegoal to take part in the march but it hod
concludecd ot the time the paratroopecrs fired on thesc poople
attending the mceting who, at that stoage, were cbout their
lawful business and demonstroting in o lawful woy cven by
Stormont's standerds.

As I hove said, rcports that we reccecived were confirmed by other
independent sources and I would direcct vhe attention of licmbers
to the statement of an Itelian journclist who must be regarded

as being completely impartial and who, so far as I knoiw, said
that no shot was fired from the crowds that were demonstrating
before the British paratroopers opened firc. I would dircect the
attention of the House also to o statement made by o very
prominent journalist of o very promincent British ncwspaper who
gaid thot he was there all the time, that he thought he heard

ong shot that might have come from the direcction of where the
mceting was being convencd. He wrote in his notebook Msniper®
after which he put 2 question mork. This gentlcomon has goid thet
that was the only shot he heord before the paratroopers fired and,
obviously, by his own admission and by the record in his notebook,
he was not convinced thot the shot had come from the dircetion of
the demonstrotion. It was on thesce facts that the Government took
their decision on liondoy to withdraw the Ambassador from London,
to instruct our diplomats abrood to inform the Governments to
which they were accredited of the focts of the situction as we
hod got them.
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I also put foruord the threc proposcls with wiich the Housc is
fomilicr. I should likce to repect them beenusc I belicve they
arc cssenticl if ony move forunrd is to be moade. Virst, the
irmmedinte withdrowel of British troops from Derry ond othor oreons
in the North of Irclend wherce there is o high concentrotion of
Cotholic homes ond the cessction of the horossment of the minority
population. I bclicve thot it was becousc of raids ond rop30551vo
neosurcs by the Iritish troops in thesc aorcas that much of the
violence thot sinec has come cbout in the North of Irclond wos
cuscd. In specking cbout horossment, I intcnacd to cover the
crotering of Border roads, which, I n~n convinccd now more t@an
cver 1 wes, hove no militory offect or bencefit vhotever. It Wos
donec, os o result of repeoted stotoments by o junior Minister in
Stormont, to oppeosc him, in the first instonce, cnd to
cnibarress us in thce sccond. Not only hes it donce both - it )
obviously hos appeasced the one ond cmborrosscd the other - but it
hes inccnscd dceccont people on both sides of the Border cgoinst
this type of cctivity, ~nd hos not prevenicd onc person who had
evil ih%cnt from crossing the Bordcr. Therefore, not only was
thet kind of action uwndertoken for the rensons I scid but it is
niliterdily futile. The othor two proposcls I mode werce the end
of intornment without tricl snd o decleorction of Britoin's
intention to cchicve the fineol scttlement of the Irish question
and the convoecoation of o conference for this purposc.

I rccognisc that some of thesc proposcls moy not be immediotely
possible. I om certain thet the withdrawal of the troops from

he crcas I mentioncd is immodiotely possible cnd would be o
first step towcrds the restorotion of pecoece ond the eliminction
of violence in the North. The sccond, too, the cnd of internment
without trial, obviously will takce somce time becousce if thosc
who ore interncd arc brought to tricl o suitoble tribunol will
hove to be estoblished. ‘Vhen I mentionced, having spoken to
Mr. Horold Vilson on lost lMondoy weck, thot I thought it might be
possible to find o formulo to induce the Notionclists ond the
SDLP Mcnmbers of Stormont into telks, ond thot this might be onc
of the weys, I want to say cleorly thet I wos in no way dictating

to these nminority leaders &s to wholt their ottitude shouwld be,

However, since thce cvents which gove risc to thesc proposcols
resulted out of o demonstrotion to cstoblish civil rights, I
would odd onc other proposcl wvhich I think would aclso be very
quickly implemented. As Deputics ore cwoerce, cspecinlly Deputics
wvho arc delegates to the Council of _urope, somc time ogo the
Council of Zuropc Asscmbly mede o recommendation to the Committeo
of Hinigstors:

(1) To instruct thc Committec of Dxperts on Humon Nights to droft
on odditionol protocol to the LHuropcon Convention on Humon Rights
wvaich would sccurc the equal trectment of persons in the
cnforcement of the law ond prohibit discriminstion in the cxcercisc
of the following rights:

(i) the right to participate with cqual voting rights in
netional and local clections based on the fair delincation
of clectoral boundarics;

(i1) the right of access to cmployment, particularly in contral
ond local government scrvices, in Stote and scmi-Stote
conponics ond public bodies financed wholly or partly out
of central or locol government funds ond in privaote
industrics portly finonced or subsidiscd by Stote or
locel funds;

(iii) the right to the cquitable allocation of dwellings ond of
rcsources required to provide dwellings vholly or portly
finonced out of public funds;

(iv) the right of cceess to the public scrvice.
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The Asscnbly in their wisdom thousht 1t nccessory to odd these

fo thc Convention on Humrn 2ights. I would now suggest 1o tho
British Government thot they could cmend their Horthern Ireclond
lecgislation, which they have cuthority and pover to amcndj thot
is, thc Government of Irelend ..ct, 1920 oxr thc }949 Act, to _
includc these speeific prineiples, co thot, instcad of depending
on the goodwill, the declerction, or vhins, o8 the cosc noy be of
an odministrotion in which people have lost allnconxluonoc,_thosc
pecople would legnlly cnjoy thosc rights, cnd cnforce such rights
if thoy werc not accorded to them, <hig, T suggest, could be donc
by simple amendment cnd donc very quiclkily.

Yoy I soy in rceforence to demongtrotions thot 1 hope it will be
posgible to hold next Sundoy's demonstration in o way thot will
not proveoke the kind of acetion thot we sow last Sundoy in Derry,
thot it will not provokc the deliberete shooting down of innocont
EDOﬁlC by poaratroopers. It may be thot such o demonstrotion could

¢ held within the low ond cquolly cffcetively. Thot is not o
mottor for mc to deeide, but it is o consideration I would urge
on thosc who arc responsible and who rightly wont to dcmonstrate
to achieove thosc rights. It is known by now thet I hod o vieit
from thc British Ambossodor ond this is onc of the qucstions we
discusscd. It is not for me to soy whot passed between us. Ve
also discusscd the burning of the Imbassy cnd I reiterated the
Government's regret and our intcntion, os is the proctice, to
provide full compensation. He did not indicote to me whether
there was ony responsc so for to the proposcls that I put to the
British Govcrnment lost [Hondoy.

I wont to refer to the suggestion thoat the Leaders of the three
portics should go to London, which Depubty Cosgrave roiscd in the
Housc here on Tucsdoy. I hod intended to discuss this motter
with Deputy Cosgrave ond Deputy Corish, but unfortunatcly the
chonged Order of Bugincss ~nd the visit of the Dritish fimbassador
prceluded me from doing so. However, I hope to discuss it with
them loter. Ve; os politiecal portics represcnting the people
here, hove publicly stated our unoninmity and our solidarity and I
would scy we hove the support ol the vest majority of the people
in our acpproach to this guestion. It may be that such o visit
would cndorsc this solidaority, thot as Deputy Cosgrove saoid, the
ncetving mey do good but not do horm. I should like to consider
this very carcfully before I would moke any comment on such o
visit.

Mr. Coxish: T
weckend?

he Tooiscoch will moke o deeision before the

The Tooiscach: Not before I discuss the motter writh Deputy

Corish ond Deputy Gosgrove. There is more we cen do in this
present situation. As I said, we arcall solid and united in our
approach to this problem. Ve arc committed to o peaceful solution
of thc Northern Ircland situction. In talking of the future of
Irclend, it is impossiblc not to roflcet olso on prescnt policics
being pursucé in the North. Thosc lic ot the heart of any
discussions that we may hove horc among cursclves or ctherwisc.

The cttempt to rcimposce traditional Unionism, whosc vision is
nerroy and self-defeating, will certoinly cnd in total failuroe.

I have no doubt about this. The political leadership of the
non-Unionist community in thc North hove no doubt about it.
Indced, no objcetive obscrver - cven though he misht he British -
Europcon, Amcricaon, or otherwisc, doubts thot this cannot happen
cithor: t would be foir to scy, in foct, that the published
corments of most journolists, ond the privoate views cxpressed to
ne ond to the Minister for Forcign Affoirs by most politieal
leoders in other countrics, are insistent thot the policy of return
to nonopoly Unionist Government is now impossiblce.
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The Stote itsclf wos founded Tor thv purposc of cnsuring the
ascendnncy of onc community there ot the cxpense of another.

I do not know of ory other Stotoc - until the Dastern Buropean
countrics werc established after the lest wor -~ which was
deliberately foundrd on the basis of kceping in power permancntly
onc scctior of the population. I do not know cither of any State
which is loss represcentotive of the truc meening of Protestantism
then the NWorthern Stote. The right to frocdom of conscience was
a fundenental of the ”ofﬁlnhuLOH. The nroctices of Government

in Nerthern Ireland cre certeinly not in accord with these
principles of Proteestantism,

I know from mony contocts I hove thot o greot many Protestants
in Northern Ircland scck pbaco ond Juﬂtlco as much as their
Catholic ncighbours do. L also know that mmn? of thoem hoave come
to the belicf theot, within the limits of the Northern State, it
is not possiblc to find pcace with justicc and that their minds,

creforc, arc turning in thce dircction of Irish unity. I should
like te assurc thesc people publlclv, o8 1 heve done privately,
thot the unity which we scock is onc which will be determined to
find roon for their talents as well as theoir scnsibilities.

Cl-LlVUS 28 much os they owe it to their
ote how they would wish the institutions of
Irclend to be formed. fTlioy will be their institutions os much
o8 ocnyone clse's It is right thot they should hove a say in
hoir they should bp forned. If we orce coxpeeting moves or
gsceriiices sron the Uniconist mejority in the North we, too, will
have to foce up to some change from our prescnt stance and policy.
In turnlng cwoy from o foilced system of government vhich wes
unvorthy of then, if thoey do so, they will freo themsclves to
undertoke o tosk which is worthy of thom, that of discovering
out of the chaos of the proscnt time the way forward to an
Irelond which has been vheirs for centuriecs ond will be ta irs
ogoin, 3 well as ours

T
£

They ovie it to

v
naifabours to 8i

In pddressing then 1Hb¢1clv in this nonner I am asking them to
shore in end 4o ploy on esscnticl peort ir deternmining vhot

Irclend should Le. I hove said horsh things cbout Unionism in
so0 for op 1t hos monifested itsclf in mis-government in the

Nortli. It hno never been my purposc to show hostility to Unionists,

nor heve I ever hod ony such foclings. To me the distinction is
o vital one. Unicuists QLr Irishmon who, to my mind, took the
wrong course wacn tne Irish nlt*on ingicted thot Irol nd should

tcke chorge of her own affoirs. A LODunt of choicc has come
around Couln and Unionists con rccapturo their place in Ireland
or continuc dovm o road which will leove then without identity,
wvithout influcnece, ~nd without hnpplnoss.

There arce novensnts in Unionist cirelos which oncourcgc me to
belicve thot the rieht choice is on the brink of cctuality.
Certoinly naony UniOLLutu ~ porhops nost Unionists - are preparcd
to support o non-giclbaricn Stote in the North. Hony hawve the
courage to odvoeatc thlu despite the prossuros cxcreciscd on thom
within their own scciety. In doing this they represent end speak
for pcoplc Irclend nccds in order to sct in troin Irclend's
fulfilnent. I would put question to them: If the Horth should
becone o State copinle of wuabrocing the two communitics there, in
vhet cssenticl nemisr could +this contoxt not proporly be applicd
to the whelc of Ixcland? :

il
&

It ney be said in reply thot the whole country is incopable of the
resolution of DFOJ|C“” in o nenner sotisfactory to the Northera
nojority for cconcnic, socicl ond otheor reasons. Lo ying asidc the
gsclfishness involsed in o decision to keep o country divided for
ccononic reosons, I congidor that it can be truly argucd that o
united Irclond woald not sdverscly offcct the cconomic well- b01ng
of the Worth. 14 rocoht ﬂbcrubs our ccononic development has been
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subgtonticl, so ruch oo, thot for fron being ~freid of ontoring
into thc Furopean Commmunity - which rLONgG other things ig o vngt
froc trode orco = wo look forw~rd te it confident of whe
ceecleration of our ceonoridie cxponsion.

So for ag sceizl reasons o, Irish uaity inplies ond, indec
ingigte o o gtnte ¢f ~ff-irs cqunlly ebigfr wetory o the bagic
belicfs of oll scetions of the whole coriunity. The Worth has
nothing to losc from thrt. Thorcefore I would urge those thinking
in the terus I hove outlined, to tcke the further stop towords
agrecing thet their intention should be cnlarged from trying to
find a solution within Forthern Irclond te one in which they will

ocknowledge that the proper Lol is to find =

goluticon for Irelond

as o Uholu, agrocable to the Irish people s o whole,

I roeslise that I o licdbted to half an hour so I will just
conclude. I went o rofer *L¢1L o tho vorch nextd Sundcoy in
ﬂcvry. I gaid thet I hopod it weuld not provokc the samce kind
ct TVHCBlon o8 vhe Derry nsrch did. I also weav to say thot 1
hope it will no%t proviée ony clock or rlloeszed cxeuse for the
British ‘rny to bchove agnin as uug" ¢id in Doerry last Sunday.
Finelly, I wont te soy *WTiD to cur own pcople: 1ot not present
crmotion, cbsolutely justif vd and justificble, turﬁ thon cwey
fron whot the overvhelning nnjority of the peoplc know o be the
only wey townrds unity. ..bove 2ll, 1lct not people wio wish o
cxzploit thot ciotion Surn Sher ewey from vhot the grest fojority
of cur pcoplc scck, that is, the peceeful reunifiestion of our
country, the mointenonce of our ingtitutions, ond the ncintenance
of our denocratic institutions above ©ll, so thot o1l Irishoen,
North and South, c¢on cnjoy living in cecononic well-boing and
heppinesg in & united Irclond.
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