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§j£igt:tl a9DCldt!'L." 

June 2n4 1971 

Dear S.or~tarr 

11 froa'f'$Z1ol'" Place 

SWUlD 

At a »hmer gtve lae' e •• nJ..q OJ' 'he B.ntgian Ambassado~ 

~O~ a ial"Uaa.ll:tal'f Del .. Uon fltOI\ hi,. QountJ*7, whJ.h .1. 

'Vi$1,._ DUbl,b ",0441', I met st. ste~ Oft,1r.tor4 sa« 
Mr Ford of _ ForetII' ad " __ wealtbOffi0e. I too the 

oPPb~tF .t~ both 0' ~.pea'1as ta 80 •• detal1 o~ 

oonOt'JI"A about the Sateauariiq ot lbpl.,._t (Hor1ih~ 

Ire1a.a4) Act. In ta<ft, I pomtecl 011' "$hat .ere 1t not tor 

OV .uua1 ••• t:i,Dg at the Ibn.- l: 1f'OU14 have ha4 to 8 • 

atl urg.. oall 011 Ohe 'jt othe,.. of th_ as I had ~,us" 

"eet1ve4, as1rutrlJ.ons to thia eff'.Qt ~()llotdb.S your lett.%" 

of the 28'1h May '00 Ambassador PoOk. Both 1mdertook to 

talc;. not . of what X ha4 89.14 ud to report in the Department. 

I was able after 41nner to ha."f'e a quiet, aha.t wi thSh' 

Stewarion th. Borth m question. He started otf bV 

referr1bg to th. Tao1sea0h's reoent s1:atement to wh10h 

ex()eptlon was takG here aad said be was ve'rN" sorry to hay 

to adopt, neh. e. s'trong lUG "bu" ther WEt". preSSuts on 

us". the referel).! • htr beSttc. I :te11,to the "ad~1on ot 

Hr Faulkn.... Sk Stewart then assured.. that the las' 

th1J28 Londou, waft' 18 tOQl"eai. 41fttOUl,t.,. '£:o:r 'the 

'J!ao1seaob as the7 und"stand hi. proble.. Sir stewart 

w$n1 oa '0 phis. ih stai,.ments ,subs~qu_'l, _de b;v the 

faolaee.oh al'l4 added 'hit ~1oue <to_ent that "vh .0. he S'Geme 

to be usUlS bJ.s 0_ wort 1here 1s no pro'bl. 11ft. 
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h •• ~h.r •• au S'ewa.rt proleeeded: to t.J.l ' •• tha't .Am.bassa.dol

Pe* 1s to b. Us'b'\1cte4ebonl1' (he 1s oOlll:.lrlg to LOJ1do.n to

morro,,) '0 sian 80und.iJlC$ abou1 a suitable da.te for a meeting 

between the Ta01sea.oh and zu. Heath. !he early autumn is the 

time in mind here :1.41. a:f"er the pa.ra4!ng period and perhaps 

when •• two: Parliament. as-e st111 in reoess. 

Sir stewart expressed himself as quite pessimistiO about the 

s11;uation in the short-term. I said I shared his f .ee-ling and 

added the View that things have reached a etage where serious 

thought should be g1lf'en ~o a lOD8-term 'solution. Be a.dmitted. 

that his own mind is slowly turning in the same dire~tion 

ana. he asked ··would 1t· not be possible to think in terms of 

some federal arrange.nt". I .01d him that a federal 

arrangement. whioh would brUJg us w1~ 1lhe Coaonwealth would 

'b'e qui 'e, unacoep'al»l.to us ev:en as an 1n'bell'1m meaeu,r, •• 

He said heundelrErC.ocl our poe111e. but this did no' $,:aolude 

the possiblli ty of a.cme other Bolu"lon on the sam. lines. 

I then mention d thesU4Mestion ot an Economic Oounoil for 

Ireland stressinB' 1n lhat (lonten. tha'b m.ber.sh1p 'Of the EEO 

will inert tablQ briag the Norbll and Sou.thcloser togethEllr 

anA present a s1tua.ti.on where, for economio reasons, there 

should be the fullest oo-opera1i10n beoause of the similarity 

of the problems in both parts of the Island. 'l!his, I said, 

oouJ.d be a first step. It could be 1'ollowed by the setttng 

up of a Oouno1.l of Ireland. as proV1de( for in the 1920 Act, 

a development which, in tum,. wcUlt at the appropriate moment 

lead to full reun1t1Qa'tion. ':Chese, I stressed" were personal. 

observations whioh I ha4 nO authority to malee;o Sir stewart 

said he was ve't!y .glad that we were able ~o have this chat. 

I ,ould take 1t that the 1dea.t a l~.ter.m s~lut1on is not 

a.l.together ab4eilt from "he' hae ltilU8te~t .. mind. If He is 

notitiftB it not a r " al.iet and thie long dl"awn out trouble in 
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, 
tht Horth 1$ notdotrlg the .. epllta,11on. ot.1 ther of our 

oountri.. any good. abroad n • It wOUlci, I said, be a 

tremendous .tep tohari. 11 th.tao!sea.oh and the Prime 

IUn1st_ QolUd "alt about ~. 1~1e_ solution. even 

in an up.lora.t.r, war" at their Q&m1ng •• e't1nS. His 

oom12utn" oa this ya ... "we' U see. '!'here 1ano shoriage 

ot aoodwUl. aa b.tween the.8 two men". 

Yours 81noere17 

Ambassador 

11 J MoOann Esq 
Secretary 
De~. · en' of :foreign Ufail'S 
Dublin 2 
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