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26th May . 1971_ 

s tatement i ss ued by the Northe r n Ireland Inf or ma tion 
Service on be ~ a lf of the Northern Ireland Pr emier , 
Mr . Brian Faulkner, concerning the expl osion at the 
Springf i e l d ROad RUe Station , 26th May , 1971. 

Las t night's outrage on t ~ e Springfi eld Road underlines 
t he fact that the t errori s t campaign ~ a s r ecentl y entered 
a new phase . T~anks to Governme nt oolicies and the f irm 
handli~q of riot situati ons by th o S ~ c u rity Forces t he 
sUbver slonists are no lon ge r able s~ccessfully to stir 
up and exploit major s tr eet riots . There remains not 
t he slightest shred of legitim ate protes t , nor, of political 
credibility in the actions of the I RA and sim il ar militan t 
org anis ati ons . They st and condemned in t he eyes of all the 
world . This state of af fa i rs is a very r ca l gain not onl y 
for the Gove r nm ent but for the entire c ommunity and it should 
not be l os t sight of at t he pres ent time . But the ut ter 
politica l defea t w~i ch the mil i t ant s have su ff ered bri ngs 
with it ne w dangers , for they have b eEn forced into ever more 
vic i ous tacti cs - sabotage has been s~ p erseded by attac ks 
on security personne l and murderous ambushes on Police and 
Army have been followed by bomb attacks involvinq the civi l 
popUlation , in a crescendo of destruction . -

To combat this l ates t phase we need not only security action, 
but the c oopera ti on of t he entire community . 

As to security action , I had t al ks with Ar my and Polic e chi efs 
yesterday and I c an assure t he peopl e of Nor t her n Ireland t ha t 
the full ser ious ness of the pr e sen t pos iti on is fu l ly apprecia t ed . 
The security forces will not be defl ected from taking any 
necessar y act i on by any campaign of crit icism mount ed agains t 
them . 

Fol l owing my talks I emphasis ed in " the House of Commons last 
night that th e Army s tood r e ady to r eac t at once in any 
dan gerou s situation and th Jt ther e was no delaying constraint 
up on th em to pr event the effective use of the ir fire powe r 
in engageme nt s with armed men . I made the stat emen t for 
t wo reasons: firs t , to reas sure the law- abiding popul a t ion 
of Northern Irel and that while gueril la warfa r e , in the 
nature of t hings , favours the terrorists , the Army wi ll 
l ose no opportunity of striking hard and fast and second, 
to wa r n , not th e hard core IRA - fo r they are pas t warning -
but any misguided dupes on the fringe of t errorism that t he y 
could be playing with their lives . 

Some peop l e have disingenuously asked what I mean t when I 
said that sol diers wO'Jld fir e on t ho se who we r e ttac ting 
suspiciously :; . It was clear from the context of my remarks 
tha t :' acting s~sp ici ous ly " : re l at ed to circ~mstances in w~ich 
fi r earms or exp los iv es mi ght be used . The ma n who carried 
the bomb which was to bring death , injury and destruction to 
the Springfi el d Road l as t night would , had he be en see n in 
t i me , have be on the sort of target the Army and I had in 
mind whe n I made yesterday ' s stateme nt . The secur ity forces 
have the s uppor t of bot h the UK and the ~ orthern Ireland 
Governments in taking whatever moasures are necessary to combat 
t his l at es t wave of ter r or ism. ~hatever the ups and downs 
of the c ampa i gn - and we must accept that t~ e re wil l be ups 
and downs , ju s t as there we re in 1 956~62 - the s ecurity forces 
must ultimately win and t~ e y will wi n . 

The en t ire community must see th at t he y have a r ol e to olay 
as well as the Governme nt and th e securi t y forces . 
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i,';hat we are all 'JP ag a inst is somet hing which transc ends 
political and religious d ifferences . All decent lJls t er 
men and women hav e common ground i~ condemning and he l ping 
to combat the criminal murdere::swho could throvv a bomb not 
caring how many soldiers and p olice~c n and also members 
of the public and pass ers by were kil l ed , 8 utilat cd and 
ma imed . " hen we th ink of th e c h ildrcn _ W~l ') were sav ed 
only by tho bravery and indeed the self-sacrifice of the 
pol icemen and soldie r s in that ter r iblu explosion , when 
we think of the two- ye ar - old child blown from its pram­
and now lying i n hos p it ~ l with a fractur ed skull sure ly 
every fam ily m'J s t say ':those people c ould have b ee n our 
relatives, that baby could , have be en ours '. Surely any 
normal man or woman , regardless of their st androint on 
any other issue , must be ut te rly disgusted and angered 
by such sub-human activity . I am glad to see that there 
has already been wides pr e ad condemnation of this lat e s t 
atrocity; bu t responsible leaders of the community have 
a duty not just t o condemn it but to take positiv r steps 
wi th those they influ e nce to bring it to an end . 

I am confident that th o t errorists will fail once again 
in th e ir bid to have us at one another ' s throats - decent 
peop l e everywh ere in North ern Ireland must s ec to it not 
only th at thi s failure is complete but that every possible 
assistance is given to the driv e to hunt down the killers 
who ar c a threat to all of us . ~e need more information 
and I believe many peop l e may have vital information whic h 
they have so far wi thh eld . Such peopl e should now ask 
thems (: 1 ve s whether thoy can hold ):; ac k' any lonqcr and risk 
having on their conscience th o deaths and horrib l e in juries 
of perhaps th e ir own neighb ours and th e ir childron . 


	1.jpg
	00000001002.jpg

