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CONFIDENTIAL 

' £ OTE OF DI f CTJS f-ION BEWl<':N THE TAOICKl,CH .AND MR. l'IE.ATH 

ON 6 m;;cEIIBER 1971 

The meeting started in the Prime ltln1llltel' I & Of:t."iee in the House of 

COlllmons around 3.30 p.ll. nd lasted approximately twenty-tive minutes. 

The PrIme lUn1eter had with hilll hls Pri.noipal Private Jecl'ctary, 

Mr. Robert Armstrong, and the Taolseach was accompanied by the 

Ambassador. 

At the outset, the Tao1eeac,b sa1d he was anxious that th" Prime 

Minister and he should continue to keep talkIng about the Northem 

eltuat1on. Because o~ the effects of 1nternment, Dublin 1s los1ng 

1nfluence over the 81 tuation and some of the developments In the 

North such as the eratering of roads have proved to be counter

productive. 

11'. Heath said he realised that the cratering of roads must have 

caused inconvenience to residents along the Border and "ent on to 

8ay that, g1ven the circumstances of the s1 tuat1on, fi c etminste:r and 

s tormont w1ll have to aee to 1t that secur1ty along the Border 1s 

made more effecti va still. The Tao1aeach observed that he could 

understand the British Forcee cOming as far as the indeterminate 

:Sorder but It was regrettable and dangerous that there ahov.ld be 

some incidents of fir1ng into the terrItory of the Re~ubllc. ne 

was sorry to hellr the Prime M1nister say that :it '11111 be necessary 

to intensi.fy secur:ity action On the Northern side. 

Mp . Ileath then sa1d that some of those engaged In v1olenoe in the 

North are findIng retu,se in the South and he wondered whether there 

wsa any possibll1ty of extraditing so,meof these people. The 

Taoheseh replied that whatever about onaf's attitude to extradition 

it was a matter for the Courts. Even if an extradition order WBe 

backed, the subject of it would at~aightaway seek an order of 

habeas corpus wMch, under the terms or our agreement and Illoat 

other such agreements would be granted~ , 
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