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25th Ottober 1971 

Statement issued by the Qove%'nment In.formation Bureau 
on behalf ef' the Taoi&eaeh 

This pa 'st w •• k.end nas seen the .killing: in Northern Irel and 

of five more people by the British Army 1,r\ eircumst,8l'lCeS 

Which suggest that the rule of l aw is net being observed by 

t .ne British Gova;rnment in the area . Such actlvity Ie in 

C ontrave,ntlc)'ft of int ernational conventl 4>ns towhieh Brl tala 

is a sigAat.ory; it is contrary to the achievement of 

pea.~e with justice for all inhabitants, of the are. and 

1$ a1$0 contra!'y to the attempts I have made to introduce 

.intQ An91o-,zrlsh relations a movement towards a better 

and more i rul tful rel ationship among the pec·ples of 

lreland and Br i tain. All t he dead and injured since 

internment without trial was i~rOdUC$d are witnesses 

tG the £'011yo,1 internment an~\ the attempt to find 

$.o.lutions sol(:?ly by milit.ary means. 1.n a s)ituatlon which 

Gries. out for polltical actit1Jft. 

While the onus remains with t he ":rltlsh Govetnment to 

undertake the nec;essary poll t lcal act io'R I j oin with 

the elected .1. ead$:rs of t he. nOA-unlonlst communi tv in 

appealing for full adh,e:tenee to a policy of passive 

r ,esistanee to the mIlitar y violence now be lrl9J used to 

repress a.nd<;oerce. Real stren,t.h lies in determined 

politicalorg-anisatl on agains.t vifhi ,ch military means 

cannot succeed. I pledge th~ full support of my 

Government to such B. polley. \ 
.) . 
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