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On 23/8/71 t:he Taoi.eac:h and t.he Minister.s fer F()~E!lqn 
Aftaira •. Labour, Finance and Ectueation met It aelegation 
ot tf01:thern I .relanc1 M.P. and Senatore 1n the Caunail 
Chb\ber.. The deleqation eonai.ted of 

Me •• Jr8 •. G. pittt. M. P •• J. carcon. M.P.# 
I. Cooper, M.P." J.A. Currie, M .. P., 
P.J •. Devlin" M. P ... T,; C .. GOJ:mley, M. P .. . , 
J .. HUJRe. M.P., M.J .. K.~h. M.P.,. 
R .. B. o "connor, M. P .. ., P ~ f-1. O'Hanlon. M. P., 
J. o ' i eilly., M.P., and $enatQ!" J.G. 
Lennon, P.F .• MeGill, P.F~Mal1()n, 
P .. J. O'Hare and P.G. wileon. 

Aft.r allowing: photographers to take a ph~call the Ta·oiseach 
QPenetd the proe.eedinga with a shortPM.al aut,.ment. ill whiah 
he .• tated that the GoveJr~t .eeop1 • .• 4 t.he de.l.,.t.ion ae 
rep •••• tat.ive of the AMi-union!." comm.unlt.y in tbe North" 
that the :.hot:t-t.erm object1 ve 0.1 tbe41.ac:u •• ton was tq, furtthel' 
the achievement. of ·equality of t.J!"eatment for a l l in tille North 
01'1 t.';be baata that t.Ml'. wQU1·d 'be no departur e bom the ln~ntion 
of the 'CP:'" majority of the It!:ab people 'to aah4.$ve the unili. 
cation 'of Ir .• land and tba~ tbe .hOJ:1t-t..rm ObjecU1v.e was to be 
attai_d by non-violent mean8 .. , At the end of the &IIOO.1I10n:-
a. pre.. reI.... woulc! be agreed and he would be glad 'f none 
of the partldpant. went. out.ide th. relea·.e tnraspon.. t.o 
p2: ••• " etc... lnqui:ti' •• att .. :rva·rdlt... Th1. wou14,,, he hopec!. 
enable 'those pre.en1t to· baWit a , full and fl".nk ·dtaCQ •• ioh. 
H..la¢ wante.d <the 4.1.p.1:;!cn t.o t~:t t.~a\ he and ld.1II 
to\1~ Minist.erial coll.ague. pr ••• n.t were InCmlbers Of an elected 
Government and would be inhibited by naU Qrla 1 and in'telrnational 
cOJild .. 4er.t-ions from qlv1R9' publio IJUpport t .o aomre aspeat. 
of tbe 01 vil cU. • . obe4iGJ\~ caJIIPIlign in the North. 

On behalt of the dele9fltion Mr.. Fi.t.'t. thanked the Taoiseaeh 
for: inviting them to this meetin". He telt. that the caeleption 
_. a ta1rl'epr ••• ntatlon of the difterent viewa of tb. nan. 
unioni.at one-thIrd of N.them Ireland abd ave~ ... d t::lul.t they 
were unanlractiUa that the pr •• ent ilystem ;tnth. North va. no 
longer t.enable. They ~. fed ul? oltha re9\llar alteJ."JUltlon 
of jac:ld:>oot and olive branch. The pre"nt after by t.he 
Adm1nJ., • . t:ration to involve _he don .... unioni.t eClmmtnfty vas not! on. 
Any power, the mino.rl t1 now desl:rea they wanted to have a. a 
tl.(Iht. They felt. 1:1'1 •••••• ~_n" they could involve .ome 0' the prot •• tant oOll1lQ\1111t.y 1n. theil' 8U9'<J8*t.d alternative . 
• y~em" 

A 1\umber of the delegation.pOke on int.er~nt: 1n the NoJrth. 
They ~e aqaln.t it in prinQlpJ.e. l i: waA a ::.gr~.:l1on to· 
the: totali~tan .yat;am of pJr ... 1968.. Tbe brutaU.ty wh1t."fb 
acoCllPflnied it. opel.1ltion had aU .. tea the whole non-un1onlst 
eOl1llllJnity.. It had been the· e4taly.1t Which had ~e moai:to 
4elttJ.s ... pt!o;ple ' :. aflt.1tud •• tt) 1:he reqi.. Many individual 
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iX'fltances of brutality were describe4. tncludin, the 
psycboloqic:al torture. at: sirdwood camp. Mr. ~v.,..",J 
.tat.ed tha" •• lllt.h._ ar:r1ved on t.he *Maidatone" they 
were photOf'ba t.o record t.heir inj_t.e.. Ml:'. Devlin 
ment.ioned tb local Army band-book, fc:w 'the troops which 
tnclu4 d an Jftt'act. trom Pat ley plropaganda describing 
catholic a '''wallowing in protestant blOOd" modified by 
'the $\1bstituUon of "saxon" for protas:tant". 

The 'l'aoiseaeh sk« tbe del ~atton to a ssist in having 
evidence of b~t: · lity .~ppli d 1:.0 the Government - wheS'e 
poaaible by Y of affidavit.. He also I'eminded them of 
the aif:E!cn.t1ttf..' ift br!U91ng 01.$4. to the International , 
coun unl a 11 10dal le9'al .remedie. were first ._au.ted. 

Mr. cooper ' t!on 4 dit'fieul~ie8 which internee.: depeAdltnt. 
'Were experiencing- in obtaining supplamentary ben. Ii t. and. 
wher ' the inc_m ... WU'ef.naer_. the danger of 10s8 of crops. 
The:te _a • 4l"euss1cn of th finahcl."l ittq)lications hut 
tthe del_gat! wer of the view that. this disoUssiOft should 
~ au ... up by saying 1!hat. f'inaneial aid waR not of"f~red by 
the Gove:rnment to tbe Northern Group, h031 waiJ it .",u9ht by 
th GX'OUp .. 

\I 
Me •• :t>8. C .. .1. uti Hume descJl'ibedthe Plr sent. ai viI dtaobed1 nee 
,eampai9t1 S'. h "ling 9004 backing' from N.I.C .. R.,A .. and the. 
"o~ficial" I .. R"A. '!'here was 1n ~neral much more support: t.han 
ver b$fore for br!n91nq down the pres.l\t, syste. There was a 

proh1P. ir. 1nvolvin9 as ny people as p~ .ible in the actual 
elUllpaign .ft4 th<! rem: withholding anclthe rates wi t~ld1ng 
weJre calwlat 4 to brinqabout act;i'V's 1'Utielpation by the 
workinq 018$$ and the tarner,lprof'&.s!Qn"l classes respeetively. 
They miqh't pJfoee d to non.."ayment of TV licenoe f Sot car-ta)c 
and income t.ax. o~ganj._t!~ lly. apart from their own 'With .... 
arawal front t nt# there was a emnpaign for the \d thdrawal 
ot council! l't from t.h eyst. and a '.tart had been made of 
pJ!'~1n9 r ' 19n tien" trom the tmR.. In, general they wanted to 
ha:t.... ~~U\\ e1'l1u!'gy of all who _" in I Your of! optinf out 'of the 
.Y'.tem, to in...,.,1v them a~l;Cl to oreatte an aative loyal'ty !-n the 

,' v_ent ' y !t". the ,sy.tem. '1'tu.y 'P'topos d t.() set up an 
alit.mati ve • bly to tormont to provi4 ' a forum 80 tha1t the 
oppoit1on vi. ~ld be better hea~d. They emphas!$ed that 
the wbole {qntS .. last e f~ to obtain a politieal 
olution 11y M ana and they te1t thEfy had only ~nr oX' 

two ttt¢nthe within whlch to work fill! if the campaign had no $ueo' •• 
in that: p t'tod th nou-unioniat pot'ulat!l<Jn would gO over to 
violence. '-'b y wi,shed the Gove~n._r\t iio impress on tlle Sri ti.h 
tmat the eampIl!!t\ ct, civil disoMdlenat! was t.heonly aceeptable 
alternative ~() V'tolenc~ ana tha't 1t would only b$ at: eptQble 
to f:h. t\on-urdonJ.et. populat:1on for one or wo ~t~' 'I'll" wa. 
some Nationa11 .. &'lIa9l'e.etft$nt. aprea.ed by Mr .{t:'~ '1, ov-er 
the alternati va III llembly ide and. its pQ$sible ext.ensic)n to an 
underqround &Un.!"X' t.ion.. ' 

A ntilDber of It felt th t the British Government and the 
Br1~1.h A~my r. und.r.B~lmatin9 the strength of the UOF. 
They were well-a d.. on tbe O'thez> hand it wasgeru!ral1y telt 
t'hat the ItprO'testant baaltla.b It woult be'ltt$l' be fac:: " now .. it 
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3. 

has be4!tn ,t.h ··· exCU$ for faila~ to i1Uplemen~ reforms and 
will continutt t be U4_ 88 an cu _ by the Stot:1nOnt 
Government nC! t ari t1 ill Gov&l1'nJ:t\ent for not moving 
t(;Wards a political solution in the North. 

(At the lteque t of the Depanrtt; <;f Foreiqn Affair 
Mr. Roderick o'eon~ wrote a n~. on the Appe 1 'l':tibun 1 
whiCh operat 4 ,, ' It ooeaston internment was in force 
in t'h North). 

It wasSu9'geeted#inter 118# that the following action 
be tak n by the 26-County Govermaent ,-

renounce its intention to intrOCluee i.nt~t, 

call for nel of internment inth North and ae_nd 
f aiI!-ties for tbcr early . dteal ~natian of 
intern es and for f80i11t1 8 for obtaining legal 
advic , 
~ 

"for the rento ' 1 of the Britisb At'UtY as a peace-keeping 
forae as .t. t s not now accept ble 'to the minority 
C(JJ11mU.n1t.Y1 

impress on th - sri tish authorltle that. the oi viI dis-
obedince ign was the only alternati v to violence 
and that it ula only sUJ.'Viw for two months if r U1t8 
we:xe not acb1.evedr 

__ amin " ~"int.ernational waters· 0 ition in regard to 
the uMaiclston II prison ship. 

(owi1\~ 'to i nt.er 
not exhaustive.) 

ad attendance at the meeting this not is 
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