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S!»Qdat'ti\& 
AllB'lst 19'h 1971 

Dear As .1stan't: SeWe:tan' 

17 (ll-o •• enoJt Plaoe 

SWlX 11m 

this wU1 oont4.nt. an4 dpl.U7 wha' X toll J'Ou on. the ph.one 

,.est ' trdq alte • .., call on aD' Ste~ erawtOri. Vb n 1 

phoned him loran appoiatment t he waa no1 tnthQ1.aslto about 

.e!q nut. B, oJ.aJee4 ,. h. M17 taken up Y1.h .eet,UlBe 

anA ottere4 to ~ea$1T ••• th18 aftenooa. I sa:14 thte voul4 

not &0 a$ the t~e" I w1eh~ ,. ral •• wi'h hia we:t "'f11l1 

~fJent. .e then , : ect 1·0 •• m • . :(0.'1 •• mnu.tes at ' •. 1' p.m. 

b.twe , ' .e."~. to. th. eYell', we ,elk_ 'l0'll' hall an hOUl'. 

1 •• 14 81 .. at.Wan a' th. ol1tse' of our diso\Ufsioa that I had 

'I). \ tastnot&4 bF th ~a:ol$.aQh to apeak 'bo h1fll_gentlt on 

'hIt), matt. If 4fhetaol$eaeh ha4 been "ee.t'ViDg dVU'lg'the day 

TIe." ups,etttng reports troll eo moet re11able e". Witness 01'1 

'the grave ,situation ill Deft1. !here. the ArfIfI had moved 

1l1to the Jogeld,e en mass,. tot-emoTe bal'r1:0ac1es ana it was also 

q&ged in ODlE,../hat brutal hO'USe iU hous $earches. the 

.A!ltmJ' he4, in tact f entered 'theBOgs1de w:1 th their guns pois.a 

tOr! sotiOb. It ma, b . symptomatio et the on~ .... s14ed natu:te 

of th. ~ ope~a.ion tn th. ortktbat the P~o'e$tan 

•• ~.,. ill B eehwoe4 Ol"qgasa W betl1 a4rieed 1>1 theb

'ler~ 'wo day" ' .toft1\aaA .owacnlat:.'~fb.e oonolus10b. 

woulA se . to b ,bat at baC pdO~ ldI.&wleq o't 'the' ArIIiI 

, •••• it on . 'he 'al«.. 1 ha4 b. , lnstl'Uotet b, the 

taoie." to urie Iloa" 1V0l'lI1, that the AJ!J4't ope1'atlon Ul 

De"" bt odU1 " aU tbat" it' the flea#aat. 0'1 barricad •• 

111 'lb. Bosside has t. pah~a4. it .aUld. pMe e4 with due 

t' .,p.r4 t. hl"laard.t8l'1an GODSld ' ra'io •• 
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811' 8,.wari sat4 lha4 _,_ ,0liIr ,ositt. qUi", cleat'. Xe 

woUld report .. request 10 hJ.& a:u~ori 1;1es. Ik., Art.nyia 

faced w1"h a d sperate .1tuatioft. It_ wtwotions are 

qul'teolear,. the Um:t' has to be tiN lD the elroumataac •• 

but he was not pst.pared to aooept t.hat the DenT operation 

is unneoessarily ba~8h. 

I then turned to th allegattons 01 11l-treatment of internees. 

In Balfa.st alone thea-e are m..o ... than thinY' w1tnes.ses who art 

iD a position 1;0 teet1fy that there has been bwtaltreatment. 

1: said that Sir stewart no doubt had seen reports o;t statements 

by John lume, M.P • . , in the past day or so Qf 1no1denta of 

brutal treatment whioh he haA persoDall 1 witnessed. The 

!a.o:Leeaoh and the GoveJmlent aroe 4eep17 OOJ1oemeci about these 

all. gt10Q and I had. been iUtn.o'be4"o urge that these 

acta O't bt'utalltY' eh0U14oea.ae ionhw1tb and. that there shoUld 

be a ·aetaU" e1'ld blp~1a.1 Dq,u.b'y tnto ih. JlatteJ'. 

While again iDticatirJB that ha wou14 ."'epori wha1; I a Bid , 

Sir S1;ewan acid8' tilat h. c..m.ael¥ did not bean_the •• 

eteri... 'filer • . 18 a oomplairlt. prooe4ure ani it 18 open 

tOthOS8 who 8I'e maki-s iih. allegations to have resort tf) i •• 

task" t:l he was $lBBesliq that people Uk. OaJ:d1na1 Oonwa1 

an« John Hum. are lla.3.r&. fhey ani others inVolved. in the 

allegations are h1ghl.J' respeoted ligures no' only in Ireland 

but abroad as well and, quite apart from any question of 

bumani tarian1e , one would have expected a deeper concern here 

about the damage being s'Uff·er:ea. by Britaint s reputatiQn. 

At this po1nt~ I referred oblique17 to Ministerial excursions 

to the U.S.A. and un4el'J.ined that a" home is the first 

obvious plao .• to taCkle 'til. problem. He still pet-81ste4 

in his vie" that th. allega'1oas of ill-treatment 8l"$ 

exagtJ"at.4 and 1iha$, til atq' event, a o:ompla1a.1s pJ'00edw 

eneta. 
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, 

OU. J1 Cur1q wb.t x 
. . ~,-

o~ the ~:es.n 

er1;h. td24 

t til_sa, ..... '.. .~~t7 at14 

the m'",on. ria that ' 

i_dla1 ·eat ~ I1O'N tn th. pol1t108l 

ph..- p~d to ·oal7 ho 

r .. onoll:le,1iion. 

On (1) f I $ald 'bit ~81.tenoe b1 th poUQ' of stririJlB 

tor a lI1l1ta17 s l.Ut10A oaa cml¥ dr1ve the t_ sci4-.. ~_ 

,a,pu-t,. Vo:ra W. th1 »o11.0J' OOU1cl .. aU a tuattOll 

lfhtoh WW14 _o14t %.l8III. 11i 00Ul4 l.ea« to 

~ftPOl1"'.a1 ori8i8 1ft the :t4t. He· wu. I aaic1, eo 
doubt ~ Uf, o~ the a..ka lD:rc1. ill th1a tU.reotJ.oa 

'7. Br1tieb .. 117 ill J'litlbUa. I · .'loald that X bat 

~un na4 111 • Irbh taP ' of • _b_ d 1m~~ 

ftWa tit . party 1rl. • 'e.o QObt 

OW •• , ..... ~. ~ the '!e.o1a· '. 

oe oouU . ., !hi •• I . _4:ed. 14 IWft id1oa'blOJl 

•• politi. a1 a~ ... ta .ftl~. 

Bu st.wart I!JjV h · imP7esslon 01 b 1ac s . 1; talt_ a ok 

H ai4 he shared IQ' ~ft that a m1lJ:tal7 

sQ-~ution i no 'h auw., to the . OI'thWA pro\)l_f' Lod. 

doe 210' wan" 0 tht"p aIV 41tt1ou1t ~or Da'bl:ba. 

bUt the !eaols laae iIa4 IWIlbttr o~ q111te UllheJ.pM. 

.'la ___ b. Ir:i. 'UIdl • . ~e4 troll tnaldq &.'If:I pUbllc 

_, o.a 1he !!ao1 •• aeh'. · ~f.IIQft' f)~ th. 12 A'UgllSt 
/(Q.../ 

"wb1Oh baa --0\1817 .-84." ... pO 1bn1:.,. ~ ~1D« 
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It 1s now qUS:'. ctl. that the fa.o1ee '.. .1. dPPOJ't,ilrI 01Y.U 

J)1sob.Uac. in. Bo ,' .. :c ~ 4-._ tha$ ... 

_ 'b .... mIe-. tluLt thte 1 80. au stelf'U't ..... 

on to, •• ,hat; "1' 1 ' ~ .. t at tI'u.,. tbat the l>U.b1la 

(toveS .. " 1.. 4eWIB it be.: W coatftl D.A ... S,v.t.t¥ aa4 he 

quo"," frcqn tb:e lett. in the L0n4oa f1mee of th., 4av f:ttOIl 

Hr. AathoDJ' Harreco'. I ,ail he coull 1' .. 1 u......a tllat .., 

Gove~t 18 40iq It. heet 1D VI.fIlT 4:J_C\llt c1rowasl.oe. 

anA, ~o., 11.1e olfiiiei 

V:_7U~' of ~. ~ 

pol101DC it. 

abowe« a Seft_ tiarqU'd to", •• 

... the «1tf1ou1t'.. 101 fu.llI' 

As to (I). he wae .00000ft~~. Se ed:mltt. d 'ti1'Js:' it 18 

o1eu 't. hila ,"oaa12,. the, __ al..... on the pol1ttea1 

.ft'oai: 1 •••• ttalW. a., batt"._ to a44 .. oW1o'U17 ri. 1._ 'thut .* ~ -that he W .0 Uea u .. vltatlflt. aea.. 
ed. IfJt. 'a:ulbe:r WQl4 be alld.aC a_d. He d.,loN ~ 

'fd.~wa1 o~ • Op,o' 1'b10a troa sto~, eatd. that ...,. 

Flt' wae ~t .. U.a · e.4de4 that 80m •• _era of th., 

snLP :preItablJ ,. 0U11llJ 'to 1ati.Ja14aUoll tYUl the nA. X eai4 

X .... _ 8914.01t thl. Del' W .., eo-. ' _, .., ;pt. 

mowle4&_ o:f wlthb-awal •• Qppoe11:1oa. a. ,.OU14 H ' .:utt. 
ave 01 one Ulbaat aeael8. that, a.a _.:1 tion u .. 
Ilorlh. hae nov ."&teA. ma.ch a nft be.een tht _ . rd. .... , then 

18110t the 7/ Ot.8~ po s1'b1l1q ot the oppoe:l:U,Gft 3."e~ 

to Stomont on thl buts of the .$at'Us quo. \'I.batev 't! vif:nf8 

G_q Fitt 'IJltt3 har ' dpr$ase4 about wt.arahl, he 84. uet 

po.81tive assertiOtlS 'to .. 1n .1'$0.:1;; d~ 'Chat a retura 011 the 

~as1$ of ths'aWs qUO 1s quite out 0.'1 ttl. question. What 

the fao1eeaoh $&14 Ul h1s eta'bent of .e 12th A'U@U8t was 

1'$18:;e4" to •• l'eallt1 •• ot.. 81tuat10ll u4 I hoped, tba't 
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00\114 '" ..... 1»7 ... atl1,,_ hAt" lIh1., b" ........ ,_ 
i.a vtWth ". :tUlt owe.l"_,> ohafto-'WU" that .ta"._' .. 
UJah..lp~. 

tis oonolud our 41 .. au stewart r p at · _I. 

tlaat h. woul4 vluc tll pom... I ad. to. BOule. ot l'de 

authorJ. ti8 •• 

~NAl O·SJ.jLlIV Af.'W 
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